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New Features in Tableau Prep

Use the viz below to explore new features in Tableau Prep. Click on a feature to bring up the
tooltip with a link to detailed documentation for that feature. Explore the filters to refine your
search. Download the data to create a customized list.

¢ Use the Search by Feature dashboard to see a list of new features for a product or ver-
sion, or explore when a feature was released. The dashboard currently defaults to Tableau
Prep as the product (which includes Prep Builder and Prep Conductor features) for the ver-
sion Tableau Prep Builder.

¢ Use the Upgrade Prep dashboard to see a list of features specific to your upgrade. If you
publish flows to Tableau Server to run them on a schedule, some new features require a
minimum Tableau Server version to run. The view lists the minimum Tableau Server ver-
sion that supports scheduling the flows created in a specific version of Tableau Prep
Builder to help you quickly spot features with compatibility requirements.

}
T .
t|_+_|jr Tableau Release Navigator - Release Notes
+
Search by Feature Feature List by Product and Version
Select a pr___ Product Ri Status
Tableau Cloud December 2025 New Write Tableau Prep Flow Output t..

Product Ve...|Lates -
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For all Tableau+ features, Alt text for filters
choose Tableau+, Data
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Management.
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Configure View Data downloads
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Private Connect for Dremio Server
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Private Connect for MariaDB
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Browse summaries of new features for currently supported versions.

All Known Issues | Downloads
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Get Started with Tableau Prep
Builder

Note: Starting in version 2020.4.1, as a Creator, you can also create and edit flows on the
web. This tutorial was designed using Tableau Prep Builder, but can also be done on the
web with some noted exceptions.

This tutorial introduces you to the common operations that are available in Tableau Prep. Using
the sample data sets that come with Tableau Prep, you will walk through creating a flow for
Sample Superstore. This tutorial uses the most current version of Tableau Prep Builder. If you
are using a previous version, your results may differ.

Watch for tips along the way to gain insights into how Tableau Prep helps you clean and shape
your data for analysis.

To install Tableau Prep Builder before continuing with this tutorial, see Install Tableau Desktop or
Tableau Prep Builder from the User Interface in the Tableau Desktop and Tableau Prep Builder
Deployment guide. Otherwise you can download the free trial.

Sample files

To complete the tasks in this tutorial, you need to install Tableau Prep Builder, or if web authoring
is enabled on your server version 2020.4 or later, you can also try the steps on the web.

After installing Tableau Prep Builder on your machine, you can also find the sample files in the
following location :

e (Windows) C:\Program Files\Tableau\Tableau Prep Builder <ver-
sion>\help\Samples\en US\Superstore Files

¢ (Mac) /Applications/Tableau Prep Builder <ver-
sion>.app/Contents/help/Samples/en US/Superstore Files

Alternatively, download the sample files from these links and create a Samples directory and a
South sub-directory. You'll need to do this if completing this tutorial on the web.

Download to Samples directory Download to South Sub-directory

¢ Orders_Central e Orders_South 2015
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Download to Samples directory Download to South Sub-directory
¢ Orders_East * Orders_South 2016
¢ Orders_West ¢ Orders_South_2017
e returns_reasons_new ¢ Orders_South_2018

Here's the story...

You work at the headquarters for a large retail chain. Your boss wants to analyze product sales
and profits over the last four years for the company. You suggest that he use Tableau Desktop
to do that. Your boss thinks that's a great idea and wants you to get right on that.

As you start gathering all the data you'll need, you notice that the data has been collected and
tracked differently for each region. You also notice a lot of creative data entry in the different
files, and that one region even has a separate file for each year!

Before you can start analyzing the data in Tableau, you'll have to do some serious data cleaning
first, and it's going to be a long night.

As you rummage for restaurant menus to order some dinner, you remember that Tableau has a
product called Tableau Prep that might help you with your Herculean data cleaning tasks.

You download the product, or sign up for a free trial and decide to give it a try.

1. Connect to data

The first thing you see when you open Tableau Prep Builder is a Start page with a Connections
pane, just like Tableau Desktop.
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To get started, the first step is to connect to your data and create an Input step. From there you
will start building a workflow or "flow", as it's called in Tableau Prep, and add more steps to take

action on your data as you go.

Tip: The Input step is the ingestion point for your data and the starting point for your flow. You can
have multiple Input steps and some might include multiple data files. For more information about
connecting to data, see Connect to Data on page 75.

Your sales data files for the different regions are stored in different formats, and your orders from
the South are actually multiple files. You check out the Connections pane and see that you have
a lot of choices to connect to data. Great!

Since your other regions have one file for all four years worth of data, you decide to tackle the
files from the South first.

1. Onthe Connections pane, click the Add connection button.

In web authoring, from the Home page, click Create > Flow or from the Explore page,
click New > Flow. Then click Connect to Data.

2. Thefiles are .csv files, so select Text file in the list of connections.

3. Navigate to the directory for your files. In the Orders South subdirectory, select the first file
orders_south_2015.csv and click Open to add it to your flow. (For file location, see Wrap
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up and resources on page 47.)

After you connect to your first file, the Tableau Prep Builder workspace opens and you
see it is divided into two main sections. The Flow pane at the top and the Input pane at

the bottom.

E 14855 B 41588

ore Files\ Orders s 18648

& 178.384 2 2229
15552 3 5.4832

8 8568 H 3.8684
39,072 3 5.768

10 4812 2 36892

1 478 5 -18.585

Much like Tableau Desktop, this Flow pane is your workspace, where you can interact
with your data visually and build your flow. The Input pane contains configuration options
about how the data is ingested. It also shows you the fields, data types, and examples of
your values from your data set.

We'll look at how you can interact with this data in the next section.

Tip: For single tables, Tableau Prep automatically creates an Input step for you in the
Flow pane when you add data to your flow. Otherwise you can use drag-and-drop to add
tables to the Flow pane.

4. You have three other files for your orders in the South, and how you combine them
depends on where you're working.

In Tableau Prep Builder:
a. You could add each file individually, but you want to combine all the files together
into one Input step, so you click the Tables tab in the Input pane.

b. You see an option for Union multiple tables. Select it.

You notice that the directory where you selected your file is already populated and
the other files you need are listed in the Included Tables section in the Input pane.
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Tip: Using an input union is a great way to connect to and combine multiple files
from a single data source with a similar name and structure. To use this option, the
files must be in the same parent or child directory. If you don't see the files you need
right away, change your search criteria. For more information, see Union files and
database tables in the Input step on page 132.

c. Click Apply to add the data from these files to the orders_south_2015 input step.

d. The files for the other regions are all single table files, so you can select all of the
files at once and add them to your flow.

Note: On the web, files can only be uploaded individually.

In Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud:

The input union option isn't currently available for Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud. Still,
you want to include all of the files from the South and handle the data alike, so combining
them makes sense.
a. Repeat steps 2 and 3 to add the rest of the files from the Orders South subdirectory.
b. Combine them with a union step. (For more details, see Union files and database
tables in the Input step on page 132.)

i. Drag Orders_South_2016 on top of Orders_South_2015 and drop it on the
Union option.
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ii. Drag Orders_South_2017 on top of the new Union step and drop it on Add.
Repeat this step with the final file.

®

_south_...

3 zc‘_:'_| =P Urian

]
) =+ |
] 1 Jgin

5. Add the remaining files to your flow.

In Tableau Prep Builder:

* Open File Explorer or Finder and navigate to the directory for the files. Ctrl-click or
Cmd-click (MacOS) to select the following files and drag-and-drop them onto the
Flow pane to add them to your flow. (For file location, see Wrap up and
resources on page 47.)

¢ Orders_Central.csv
¢ Orders_East.xlsx
e Orders_West.csv

Note: These are different file types. If you don't see all of these files, make sure
your file explorer or finder is set to view all file types.

Order 10

CA-2015-100363

Orifer Date
04/08/2015, 1200 &
04/08/2018, 12:00

In Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud:
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¢ Follow steps 2 and 3 to add Orders_Central.csv and Orders_West.csv.

* Onthe Connections pane, click the Add connection iz# button. Click Microsoft

Excel and select Orders_East.xIsx.

Check your work: Watch "Connect to data" in action.

Click the image to replay it

l

Connect to Data

2. Explore your data

Now that you have the data files loaded into Tableau Prep, you're pretty sure that you want to
combine all of the files together. But before you do that, it might be a good idea to take a look at
them first and see if you can spot any issues.

When you select an Input step in the Flow pane, you can see the settings used to bring in the
data, the fields that are included, and a preview of your values.

This is a good place to decide how much data you want to include in your flow and remove or filter
fields that you don't want. You can also change any data types that were assigned incorrectly.

Tip: If you are working with large data sets, Tableau Prep automatically brings in a sample of the
data to maximize performance. If you don't see the data you expect, you might need to adjust the
sample. You can do this on the Data Sample tab. For more information about configuring your
data options and sample size, see Set your data sample size on page 123.
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In the Flow pane, as you select each step and look over each data set, you notice a few things
that you want to fix later and one thing that you can fix now in the Input step.

¢ Selectthe Orders_West Input step.

* The State field uses abbreviations for the state name. Other files spell this out, so
you'll need to fix that later.

¢ There are a lot of fields that start with Right_. These fields appear to be duplicates
of the other fields. You don't want to include these duplicate fields in your flow. This
is something you can fix right here in the Input step:

EE Data Preview | [] Field List

view to the list of fields. Then select all fields in the list that start with Right_. Hover

To fix this now, select Field List to switch the

on any of the selected fields and click the Remove option * . This tells Tableau

Prep to ignore these fields and not to include them in the flow.

100%

[ Remave Fields
Right_Row 10 || Right_Order Date | Righz_Ship Date | .

Tip: When you perform cleaning operations in a step, like removing fields, Tableau
Prep tracks your changes in the Changes pane and adds an annotation (in the
form of alittle icon) in the Flow pane to help you keep track of the actions you take
on your data. For Input steps, an annotation is also added to each field.

¢ Inthe Flow pane, click the Orders_Central Input step to select it. In the Input pane, you
notice the following issues:
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» The order dates and ship dates are separated out into fields for month, day, and

year.
+ Some of the fields have different data types than the same fields in other files.

e There is no field for Region.

You'll need to do some cleaning on these fields before you can combine this file with the
others files. But you can't fix that here in the Input step, so you make a note to do this later

» Select the Orders_East Input step.

The fields in this file look like they align pretty well with the other files. But the Sales values
all seem to have the currency code included. You'll need to fix that later, too.

Now that you've identified a few troublemakers in your data sets, the next step is to examine your
data a bit more closely and clean up any issues that you find so that you can combine and shape
your data and generate an output file that you can use for analysis.

3. Clean your data

In Tableau Prep, examining and cleaning your data is an iterative process. After you decide on
the data set that you want to work with, the next step is to examine and take action on that data by
applying various cleaning, shaping, and combining operations to it. You apply these operations
by adding steps to your flow. For more information about cleaning options, see Clean and Shape
Data on page 229

Steps come in many flavors, depending on what you are trying to do. For example, add a
cleaning step any time you want to apply cleaning operations to your fields like filter, merge, split,
rename, and so on. Add an aggregation step to group and aggregate fields and change the level
of detail of your data. For more information about the different step types and their uses, see
Build and Organize your Flow on page 146.

Tip: As you add steps to your flow, a flow line is automatically added to connect the steps to one
another. You can move these flow lines around and remove or add them as needed.

When you run your flow, these connection points are required so Tableau Prep knows which

steps are connected and in which order the steps apply in the flow. If a flow line is missing, the
flow will be broken and you'll get an error.
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Clean Orders_Central

To address the issues you noticed earlier and to see if there are any other issues, you start by
adding a cleaning step to the Orders_Central Input step.

1. Inthe Flow pane, select Orders_Central, do one of the following:
* Click the plus'?:) icon and add a cleaning step. Depending on your version, this

menu option is Add Step, Add Clean Step, or Clean Step.

 Click on the suggested clean step (Tableau Prep Builder version 2020.3.3 and later
and on the web)

Orders_Central %

When you add a cleaning step to your flow, the workspace changes and you see the
details of your data.

A. Flow pane, B. Toolbar, C. Profile pane, D. Data grid

The workspace is now split into three parts: the Flow pane, the Profile pane with a
toolbar, and the Data grid.
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The Profile pane shows you the structure of your data, summarizing the field values into
bins so that you can quickly see related values and spot outliers and null values. The Data
grid shows you the row level detail for your fields.

Tip: Each field in the Profile pane is shown on a profile card. Use the More options

menu (drop-down arrow in prior versions) on each card to see and select the different
cleaning options that are available for that field type. You can also sort the field values,
change the data type, assign a data role to the field or drag and drop the profile cards and
the columns in the Data grid to rearrange them.

Clean data with calculated fields

This data set is missing a field for Region. Since the other data sets have this field you'l
need to add it so that you can combine your data later. You'll need to use a calculated field
to do this.

2. Inthe toolbar, click Create Calculated Field.

3. Inthe Calculation editor, name the calculated field Region. Then enter "Central”
(including the quotes) and click Save.

v ABEYnumber]

AES

You love the flexibility of being able to use calculated fields to shape you data. You are
pleased to see that Tableau Prep uses the same calculation editor language as Tableau
Desktop.

Tip: When you make changes to your fields and values, Tableau Prep keeps track of them
in the Changes pane on the left. An icon (annotation) representing the change is also
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added to the cleaning step in the flow and to the field in the Profile pane. We'll look at the
Changes pane after making more changes.

Next you want to address the separate order date and ship date fields. You want to
combine them into two single fields, one for Order Date and one for Ship Date so they
align with the same fields in the other data sets. Making sure your tables have the same
fields will enable you to combine the tables using a union later.

You can use a calculated field again to do this in one easy step.

4. Inthe toolbar, click Create Calculated Field to combine the Order Year, Order Month,
and Order Day fields into one field with the format "MM/DD/YYYY™".

5. Inthe Calculation editor, name the calculated field Order Date. Then enter the following
calculation and click Save:

MAKEDATE ( [Order Year], [Order Month], [Order Day])

Fuigtip=w b e ]

jordar Dt} Al = BBS{nismber)

HAKEERTE | A B ] fir £ Betumsihe sbsolte valon of the
4E5 ol N number

Eepmpis: &BS-Tim T

Now that you have a new field for your order date, you want to remove the existing fields,
as you no longer need them.

You have a lot of fields in the Profile pane. You notice a Search box in the top right corner
on the toolbar. You wonder if you can use that to quickly find the fields that you want to
remove. You decide to give it a try.

6. Inthe Profile pane, in the search box, type Order.
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Tableau Prep quickly scrolls all the fields with Order in the name into view. Cool!

7. Ctrl-click or Cmd-click (MacOS) to select the fields for Order Year, Order Month, and
Order Day. Then right-click on the selected fields and select Remove (Remove Field in
prior versions) from the menu to remove them.

E-3
OrderYear =

2,015
2,016
2,017
2,018

+#
Order Month 12

el =l - B I UL LB S S
(=]

[y
ra

=+

Order Day =1 Merge
Keep Only
Remave

P =
18 Ll o (=]

(]
L]

Pivet Columns to Rows

8. Now repeat steps 4 though 7 above to create a single field for Ship Date. Try it on your
own or use the steps below to help you.

¢ Inthe toolbar, click Create Calculated Field to combine the Ship Year, Ship
Month, and Ship Day fields into one field with the format "MM/DD/YYYY".

* Name the calculated field Ship Date and enter the calculation MAKEDATE ( [Ship

Year], [Ship Month], [Ship Day]). Thenclick Save.

¢ Remove the Ship Year, Ship Month, and Ship Day fields. Search for the fields,

Tableau Software
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select them, and select Remove (Remove Field in prior versions) from the menu
to remove the fields.

Tip: Tableau Prep summarizes the data in the Profile pane into bins to help you quickly
see the shape of your data, find outliers, spot relationships between fields, and so on.

In this scenario, the order and ship dates can now be summarized by year. Each bin
represents a year from January of the starting year to January of the following year and is
labeled accordingly. Because there are sales dates and ship dates that fall in the latter
part of 2018 and 2019, we get a bin for that data that is labeled with the ending year 2019
and 2020 accordingly.

To change this view to the actual dates, click the More options ‘- menu (drop-down

arrow in prior versions) in the Profile card and select Detail.

Interact directly with fields to clean your data

Your data is starting to look good. But, as you finish removing the extra fields for the order
and ship dates, you notice that the Discounts field has a couple of issues.

¢ |t's assigned to a String data type instead of a Number (decimal) data type.
e There's afield value None instead of a numeric value for no discount.
This will cause a problem when you combine the files, so you better fix that too.
Clear your search and enter disc in the search box to find the field.

Select the Discounts field, double-click the field value None, and change it to the
numeric value 0.
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11. To change the data type for the Discount field from String to Number (decimal), click
Abc and select Number (decimal) from the drop-down menu.

3 Mumber {decimal)
# Number (whaolg)
£a Date & Time
B Date

+ Abc String

Data Role

« Mone
Email
Geographic (3
URL

12. Finally name your step to help keep track of what you did in this step. In the Flow pane,
double-click the step name Clean 1 and type in Fix dates/field names.

Review your changes

You made a lot of changes to this data set and you start to worry that you won't remember
everything you did. As you look over your work, you see a column on the left of the Profile pane
called Changes.

You click the arrow to open it and are delighted to see a list of every change you just made. As
you scroll through the changes in the list, you notice that you can delete or edit your changes or
even move them around to change the order that you did themin.

You love that you can easily find the changes you made in any step as you build your flow and
experiment with the order of those changes to get the most out of your data.
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Check your work: Watch "Clean Orders_Central"

Click the image to replay it

Input

Settings

Tables

Connection Details
Text file
File

CProgram Files\Tebleau\Tableau Prep Builder 2022 4\help\Samples\en_US\Superstore
Files\Orders_Central.csv

Text Options
® First line contains header

O Generate fizld names automatically

Field Separator

Comma -
Text Qualifier

Automatic -
Character Set

Data Sample Changes (0)

Orders_Central  24ficlds | 7 Filter Values.
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in action.

100%

R Search >

NEEEREEEREEEE §
>

@ Remove fields you don’t need and 2dd filters to limit the data included in your flow. This can improve
performance. For more cleaning options or to view your dats, add a Clean Step.

selectad: 20 0f 24
Type  Field Name Changes.

#  RowlD

Abe | Qrder ID

Abe Ship Mode

Customer ID

Customer Name

Segment

Abe Country

Ave | City

Abc State

#  Postal Code

Abe  Product ID

]

Preview
15,16,17 -
US-2016-118983, CA-2015-105893
Standard Class

HP-14815, PK-19075

Harold Pauian, Pete Kriz

Home Office, Consumer

United States

Fort Worth, Madison

Texas, Wisconsin

76.106,53,711

OFF-AP-10002311, OFF-BI-10000...

Now that you've cleaned one file, you take a look at the other files to see what other issues you

need to fix.

You decide to look at the Excel file for Orders_East next.

Clean Orders_East

As you look over the fields for the Orders_East file, most of the fields look like they align with the

other files, except for Sales. To take a closer look and see if there are any other issues to

18
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address, you add a cleaning step to the Orders_East Input step.

1. Inthe Flow pane, select Orders_East and do one of the following:

* Click the plus'l.f._-'j icon and add a clean step. Depending on your version, this menu
option is Add Step, Add Clean Step, or Clean Step.

 Click on the suggested clean step (Tableau Prep Builder version 2020.3.3 and later
and on the web).

Looking at the Sales field you quickly see that the USD currency code has been included
with the sales numbers, and Tableau Prep interpreted these field values as a string.

You'll need to remove the currency code from this field and change the data type if you
want to get accurate sales data.

Fixing the data type is easy, you already know how to do that. But there are over 2000
unigue rows of sales data and fixing every individual row to remove the currency code
seems cumbersome.

But this is Tableau Prep, and you decide to check out the drop-down menu to see if there is

an option to fix this.

When you click the More options - (drop-down arrow in prior versions) for the Sales

field, you see a menu option called Clean and an option under that to remove letters. You
decide to give that a try and see what it does.

2. Select the Sales field. Click the More options - menu (drop-down arrow in prior versions)

and select Clean > Remove Letters.
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Wow! That cleaning option instantly removed the currency code from every field. Now you

just need to change the data type from String to Number (decimal) and this file is looking

good.

3. Click the data type for the Sales field and select Number (decimal) from the drop-down

list to change the data type.

(¢}

[ Create Calculated Field...

Q 4Recommendations

Alerts (0)

100%

Cleanl 21fields 3Krows T Filter Values... [ Rename Fields...
Changes (2) <
[* RemoveLetters Category 2
Sales |
Removes |etters from all valus
“A, Change Type Furniture
[Seles ) Office Supplies
ToNumber (decimal) type Technology

City =02 Country 1
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Customer D <72
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AA-10375
AA-10450
AA-10645
AB-10050
£B-10105
AB-10150
AB-10165
AB-10255
AC-10420
AC-10450
AC-10615

Customer Hame 72

Aaron Hawkins
Asron Smayling

Adam Bellavance
AdsmHart

Adam Shillingsburg

nes
Al Hvisng

4. The rest of the file looks pretty good. Name your cleaning step to keep track of your work.

For example, Change data type.

Next you look at your last file for Orders_West to see if there are any issues there that you need

to fix.

20
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Clean Orders_West

As you look over the fields for the Orders_West file, most of the fields look like they align with the
other files, but you remember seeing that the States field used abbreviations for the values
instead of spelling out the state name. To combine this file with the other files, you'll need to fix
this. So you add a cleaning step to the Orders_West Input step.

1. Inthe Flow pane, select Orders_West and do one of the following:

* Click the plus'lf..:} icon and add a clean step.
¢ Click on the suggested clean step (Tableau Prep Builder version 2020.3.3 and later
and on the web).

2. Scroll or use Search to find the State field.

You see that all the state name values use the short abbreviation. There are only 11
unique values for this field. You could manually change each one, but maybe Tableau
Prep has another way to do this?

You click the More options - menu (drop-down arrow in prior releases) for the field and

see an option called Group Values (Group and Replace in previous versions). When you
select it you see several options:

¢ Manual Selection
¢ Pronunciation
¢ Common Characters
e Spelling
The state names don't sound alike, they aren't spelled incorrectly, and they don't share the

same characters, so you decide to try the Manual Selection option.

Tip: You can double-click a field name or field value to edit a single value. To edit multiple
values you can select all the values and use the right-click menu option Edit Values. But
when you want to map one or more values to specific values, use the Group Values
option in the drop-down menu.

For more information about editing and grouping values, see Edit field values on

page 249.

3. Select the State field. Click the drop-down arrow and select Group Values (Group and
Replace in previous versions) > Manual Selection.
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AZ
CA
co
[
MT
M
MY
OR
uT
WA
WY

Filter
Clean

Group Values

¥ ¥ ¥ ¥

Split Values
v Detail

Rename Field

Duplicate Field

Keep Only Field

Create Calculated Field »
Publish as Data Role...

Remave

Manual Selection

Pronunciation
Common Characters
Spelling

A two column card opens. This is the Group Values editor. The column on the left shows
the current field values and the column on the right shows the fields that are available to
map to the fields on the left.

You want to map your state abbreviations to the spelled out version of the state name, but
you don't have those values in the Orders_West data set. You wonder if you can just edit
the name directly and maybe add it there, so you give that a try.

In the Group Values editor in the left pane, double-click AZ to highlight the value and
type Arizona. Then press Enter to add your change.
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Group VYalues by Manual Selection Done

State 11 AZ 1member

] az

Arizona C'|
CA
o
[n]
MT
MM
NV
OR
uT
WA
WY

OooooooOooo

Tableau Prep created a mapped value for your new value Arizona and automatically
mapped the old value, AZ to it. Having a mapped relationship set up for these values will
save you time if you get more data from this region entered like this.

Tip: You can add field values that aren't in your data sample to set up mapping
relationships to organize your data. If you refresh your data source and new data is added,
you can add the new data to the mapping instead of manually fixing each value.

When you manually add a value thatisn't in your data sample, the value is marked with a
red dot to help you easily identify it.

5. Repeat these steps to map each state to the spelled out version of its name.

Abbreviation State Name

AZ Arizona
CA California
CcO Colorado
ID ldaho

MT Montana
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NM New Mexico
NV Nevada

OR Oregon

uT Utah

WA Washington
wy Wyoming

Then click Done to close the Group Values editor.
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After all the states are mapped, you look at the Changes pane and see there is only one
entry there instead of 11.

Tableau Prep grouped similar actions for a field together. You like that because it will
make it easier to find changes you made to your data set later.

Fixing the State field values was the only change you needed to make here.

6. Name your cleaning step to keep track of your work. For example Rename states.

You've done a lot of clean up in your files, and you can't believe how quick and easy it was. You
might make it home for dinner after all!l To make sure that you don't lose all of your work so far,
save your flow.
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Note: If working on the web, your changes are automatically saved as you go, creating a
draft flow. Click in the draft title to name your draft. For more information about authoring
on the web, see Tableau Prep on the Web in the Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud help.

Click File > Save or File > Save As. Save your file as a flow file (.tfl) and give it a name. For
example, My Superstore.

Tip: When you save your flow files, you can either save them as a flow file (.tfl) or you can save
them as a packaged file (.tflx) and package your local data files with them to share the flow and
files with someone else. For more information about saving and sharing your flows, see Save
and Share Your Work on page 397.

4. Combine your data

Now that all the files are cleaned up, you are finally ready to combine them all.

Because all the files have similar fields after your clean up efforts, to pull all the rows together into

a single table, you need to union the tables.

You remember that there was a step option called Union, but you wonder if you can simply drag
and drop the steps to union them. You decide to try it and see.

Union your data

1. Follow the steps for where you are working.
Tableau Prep Builder

* Inthe Flow pane, drag the cleaning step Rename states on to the cleaning step
Changed data type step and drop it on the Union option.
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You see that Tableau Prep Builder added a new Union step to your flow. Great!
Now you want to add the other files to this union too.

Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud

¢ Inthe Flow pane, drag the cleaning step Rename states on to the Union step you
created earlier for your South files and drop it on the Add option.

®

crders_south_..
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+
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®
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You see that Tableau Prep added your new files to your previous union. Great!
Now you want to add the other files to this union too.

2. Drag the next cleaning step in the flow on to the Union step, then drop it on Add to add it
to the existing union.
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- é’ Unign

3. Drag the remaining step (orders_south_2015 Input step if working in Tableau Prep

Builder or your cleaning step if working on the web) to the new Union step. Drop it on Add

to add it to the existing union.

Now all of your files are combined into a single table. In the Flow pane, select the new

Union step to see your results.

On Tableau Prep Builder:
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On Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud:
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\\\\\

You notice that Tableau automatically matched up the fields that had the same names
and types.

You also see that the colors assigned to the steps in the flow are used in the union
profiles to indicate where the field came from and also appear in the colored band across
the top of each field to show you if that field exists in that table.

You notice that a new field called Table Names was added that lists the tables where all
the rows in the union come from.

A list of mismatched fields also shows in the summary pane and you can see right away
that the fields Product and Discounts only appear in the Orders_Central file.

. Totake a closer look at these fields, in the Union Results pane, select the Show only

mismatched fields check box.
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Looking at the field data, you quickly see that the data is the same, but the field name is
different. You could simply rename the field, but you wonder if you could just drag and drop
these fields to merge them. You decide to try that and see.

5. Select the Product field and drag and drop it onto the Product Name field to merge the
fields. After the fields are merged, they no longer appear in the pane.

Drop to merge fields

e
Pradisct Hame ;%
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6. Repeat this step to merge the Discounts field with the Discount field.

The only field that doesn't have a match now is the File Paths field. In Tableau Prep
Builder, this field shows the file paths for the wildcard union that you did for your sales
orders from the South. You decide to leave this field there as it has good information.

Tip: You have several options when fixing mismatched fields after a union. If Tableau Prep
detects a possible match, it will highlight it in yellow. To merge the fields hover over the
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highlighted field and click the plus':.-';} button that appears.

For more ways to merge fields in a union, see Fix fields that don’t match on page 384.

7. Clear the Show only mismatched fields check box to show all the fields included in the
union.

8. Name your Union step to represent what this union includes work. For example, All
orders.

Check your work: Watch "Union your data" in action.

Click the image to replay it
>R 6 O = Alerts (0)

Oreare_Corern et

20%

You are a cleaning genius! As you are admiring your results, your boss calls. He forgot to
mention that he also wants you to include any product returns in your analysis. He hopes that
won't be too much trouble. With Tableau Prep in your toolkit, it's no problem at all!

Clean the product returns data

You look over the Excel file that your boss sent you for product returns and it looks a little messy.
You add the new file return_reasons new to your flow to take a closer look.

1. Inthe Connections pane, click Add connection. Select Microsoft Excel and navigate
to the sample data files you've been using for this exercise. (See Sample files on page 3
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to download the file.)
2. Select return reasons_new.xlsx, and then click Open to add the file to the flow pane.

There are only four fields that you want to include from this file in your flow: Order ID,
Product ID, Return Reason and Notes.

3. Inthe Input pane for returns_new clear the check box at the top of the left-most column to
clear all the check boxes. Then select the check box for the Order ID, Product ID, Return
Reason and Notes fields.

T
E
Q

EE000EE0O00E

4. Rename the Input step to better reflect the data that is included in this input. In the Flow
pane, double-click the Input step name Returns_new and type in Returns (all).

Looking at the sample field values, you notice that the Notes field seems to have a lot of
different data combined together.

You have some cleaning to do in this file before you can do any further work with the data,
so you add a cleaning step to check it out.

5. Inthe Flow pane, select the Input step Returns (all), click the plus'?:} icon or on the

suggested clean step to add a clean step.
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In the Profile pane, re-size the Notes field so you can see the entries better. To do this,
click and drag the outer right edge of the field to the right.

In the Notes field, use the visual scroll bar to the right of the field values to scan the
values.

You notice a few things that are problematic:

¢ Some of the entries have an extra space in the entry. This can result in the field
being read as a null value.

« Itlooks like the name of the approver is included in the return notes entry. To better
work with this data you'll want that information in a separate field.

To tackle the extra spaces, you remember that there was a cleaning option to remove
trailing spaces, so you decide to try that to see if it can fix that problem.

Select the Notes field. Click the More options - menu (drop-down arrow in prior

releases) and select Clean > Trim Spaces.

Hotes 125 = = D e
Filter 3

Make Uppercase Clean 3

rull Make Lowercase Group Values 3
dossn'tnead the paper now- 5.1 Remove Letters Split Values 3

Appeared tobe corrupt-E Willi  Remave Numbers
appeared tobe corrupt-LJenkin  Remove Punctuation
armrests would not adjust- MG < Dezail
belts didnt fit customers &xistin | TrmSpaces

bindings were nat compatible W Remave Extra Spaces

Black chair was shicped -CAMS  Remave All Spaces Rensme Fisld
carnerwas bent, 500t dida’t fit irprowen oo Duplicass Field
Csustomer ordered too meny - L Jenkins Heap Only Fiald
cust didn’t realize item was incart - L Jenking

cust. thought that this was already removed from €.

Create Caleulated Field »
Publish a5 Data Role...

Remove

Yes! It did exactly what you wanted it to do. The extra spaces are gone.

Next you want to create a separate field for the approver name. You see a Split Values
option in the menu, so you decide to try that.
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8. Select the Notes field. Click the More options --- menu (drop-down arrow in prior

10.
11.

releases) and select Split Values > Automatic Split.

This option did exactly what you were hoping it would do. It automatically split the return

notes and the approver name into separate fields.

Abe

Motes - Splitl 1z=

muflf

Appeared to be corrupt

armrests would not ad...

belts didn't fit custom...

bindings were not com...

Blzck chair was shipped

cornerwas bent, so it ..

Csustomer ordered too...
cust didn't realize item...
cust. thought that this ...
custmer didn't know it...

custmer ordered toom...

Just like Tableau Desktop, Tableau Prep automatically assigned a name to those fields.

Abe E

Motes - S5plit2 =0

wulf

C Arnold
CArnold

c. arnold
C.. Arnold
¢/ Arnold

E Williams
E Wi lliams
EWilliams
EWilliams
F Azad

So you'll need to rename the new fields to something meaningful.

Select the field Notes-Split 1. Double-click in the field name and type Return Notes.

Repeat this step for the second field and rename it to Approver.

Finally remove the original Notes field, as you no longer need it. Select the Notes field,

click the More options - menu (drop-down arrow in prior versions), and select Remove

(Remove Field in prior versions) from the menu.
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Abe G oAb [N E™ Abe Abe

Return Notes 135 Approver 30 OrderID 252 Product ID 237 ReturnReason = & - O ...
Al null CA-2015-100762 = FUR-BO-10000362 = Defective
Appearsdtobecorrupt | CA-2015-100857 FUR-B0-10002268 General

armrests would notad... | C Arnold . CA-2015-102652 FUR-ED-10002155 Incorrect Product Ordered
belts didn't it custom... | CArnold CA-2015-103373 FUR-B0-10004218 Incorrect Product Shipped
bindings were natcom... | c.armold i CA-2015-103744 FUR-CH-10000847 Mo Longer Nesded

Black chair was shipped C.. Arnold CA-2015-103%40 FUR-CH-10000853 Product Listed Incorractly
comerwesbent, seit. | ¢/ Arnold CA-2015-105270 FUR-CH-10000988

Csustomer ordered too. E Williams CA-2015-105518 FUR-CH-10001145

custdidn't realize item... | EWilliams CA-2015-110786 FUR-CH-10002547

cust. thought that this .. | EWilliams CA-2015-111871 FUR-CH-10002774

custmer didn‘tknowit.. EWiilliams CA-2015-116785 FUR-CH-10002561

custmer ordered toom... F Azad CA-2015-123225 FUR-CH-10003356

Looking at the new Approver field, you notice that the field values lists the same names
but they are entered differently. You want to group them to eliminate multiple variations of
the same value.

Maybe the Group Values (Group and Replace in prior versions) option can help with
that?

You remember there was an option for Common Characters. Since these values share
the same letters, you decide to try that.

Select the Approver field. Click the More options - menu (drop-down arrow in prior

versions) and select Group Values (Group and Replace in prior versions) > Common
Characters.
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Abi

Approver 30 =

Ll

C Arnold

C Arnold

c. arncld
C.. Arnold
¢/ Arnold

E Williams
EWilliams
E Williams
EWilliams
F Azad

G @
- O

Filter 3
Clean 3
Group Values 3 Group Values by
Split Walues 3 Manual Selection
Pronunciation
ew State Commen Characters
W Detail Spelling

Rename Field

Duplicate Field

Keep Only Field

Create Calculated Field »
Publish as Data Role...

Remove

This option grouped all of the variations of each name together for you. That's exactly what

you wanted to do.

After checking the other names to make sure they are grouped properly, you click Done to
close the Group Values editor.
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Group Values by Common Characters

Approver 13 C Arnold 5 rembers
C Arnold -
null [¥] € Arnold
c.ernold
& [CAmold C.lr. Arnold
@ EWilliams C/Arnold
& FAzad O
& Glindsay D
& Klawrence ]
& L Jenkins D
& LSmith [
& MGomez D
& RChen O
& RDuchasne D i

This file is looking pretty good.
13. Name your cleaning step to keep track of your work. For example Cleaned notes.

Now that the product return data is all cleaned up, you want to add this data to the orders data
from your unioned files. But many of these fields don't exist in the unioned files. To add these
fields (columns of data) to your unioned data set, you need to use a join.

Join your data

When you join data, the files must have at least one field in common. Your files share the Order
ID and Product ID fields, so you can join on those fields to see all the rows that have those fields
in common. You remember an option to create a join when you created your union using drag
and drop, so you give that a try.

1. Inthe Flow pane, drag the Cleaned notes step on to the All orders Union step and drop
it on Join.
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CHeR
= 1 &

When you join files, Tableau Prep shows you the results of your join in the Join Profile.

Working with joins can be tricky. You often want to have a clear view of the factors that are

included in the join, such as the fields used to join the files, the number of rows included in

the results and any fields that aren't included or are null values.

As you review the results of the join in Tableau Prep, you are delighted to see so much

information and interactivity at your fingertips.

[}
° ousy
i f—
o —— 3 [k
° .
. soew o,
Joinl 28 fields K rows ¥ Filter Values... [ Create CalculatedField... B2 [P search vl
i Changes (0) JoinClauses (]| Show only mismatchedvalues v Join Results
Applied Join Clauses .
up— Cleansa rotes Allorders 9| Cleanednotes 2 e ™ #*
Product D = Productld
Froductl® < + Product ID +Product ID Table Names = File Paths = RowlD 2
FUR-BO-10000112 [ FURsOl0003s2
JoinType  Inner I
FUR-BO-10000330 FUR-80-10002268 B centratcor - 0
FUR-B0-10000362 FUR-80-1000315% Orders_East xlsx/Orders_East  orders_south_2015.csv ——
- - - 2,000 - E——
FUR-B0-10000468 FUR-80-10004218 Orders_West.csv orders_south_2016.csv —
—
FUR-BO-10000711 FUR-CH-10000847 orders_south_2015 ‘orders_south_2017.csv 000  —
000 - —
FUR-80-10000750 FUR-CH-10000863 orders_south_2018.csv —
—
FUR-B0-10001337 FUR-CH-10000388 6,000 —
—
FUR-BO-10001519 FUR-CH-10001146 —
8000
FUR-BO-10001567 FUR-CH-10002647 —
rcluaze Sclucse —
FUR-B0-10001601 FUR-CH-10002774 10,000 E—
siorsas [ J2ss0 [ |uzes2 FUR-B0-10001608 FUR-CH-10002361
[as R FUR-EO-1000161% FUR-CH-10003396
Cznecn
FUR-B0-10001798 FUR-CH-10003535 - —
URE0-10001811 FUR-CH20005761 TableNames | FilePaths RowlD  Order ID Order Date ShipDate
s [ 3:107 J— s aoansans Orders s i 3225 CAZ015100159 10/59/2015 129900 AT 10/05/2015, 120000
FUR-BO-10001572 FUR-CH-10003356 3,225 CA-2015-108183 10/02/2015, 12:00:00 AN | 10/05/2015, 12:00:00
Jain Clause Recommendations FUR-B0-10002202 FUR-CH-10003568 3228 CA-2015-108189 10/02/2015, 12:00:00 AM | 10/05/2015, 12:00:00
OrderID = OrderiD . | Fureo-10002206 FUR-CH-10004255 3,225 CA-2015-108183 10/02/2015, 12:00:00 AN | 10/05/2015, 12:00:00
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Tip: The far left pane of the join profile is where you can explore and interact with your
join. You can also edit values directly in the Join Clauses panes and perform cleaning
operations in the Join Results pane.

Click in the Join Type diagram to try different join configurations and see the number of
rows included or excluded in your join for each table in the Summary of Join Results
section.

Select the fields that you want to join on in the Applied Join Clauses section or add
suggested join clauses from the Join Clause Recommendations section.

For more information about working with joins, see Aggregate, Join, or Union Data on
page 373.

You see that you have over 13,000 rows excluded from your All Orders files. When you
created your join, Tableau Prep automatically joined on the Product ID field, but you also
wanted to join on the Order ID field.

As you scan the left pane of the join profile, you see that Order ID is in the list of
recommended join clauses, so you quickly add it from there.

. Inthe left pane of the Join profile, in the Join Clause Recommendations section, select

Order ID = Order ID and click the plus ® button to add the join clause.
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Joinl 28 fields 621 rows Y Filter Values...
Settings Changes (0}
Applied Join Clauses +
Product ID = ProductID

Order ID = OrderID

Join Type : Inner

Join Clause Recommendations

Because the Join Type is set to an inner join (the default setting for Tableau Prep), the join
is only including values that exist in both files. But you want all of the data from your
Orders files as well as the return data for those files. So you'll need to change the join type.

3. Inthe Join Type section, click the side of the diagram to include all orders. In the example
below, click the left side of the diagram to change the join type to a Left join and include all
data from the All orders union step and any matching data from the Cleaned notes step.

Joinl 28 fields 16K rows Y Filter Values...
Settings Changes (0}
Applied Join Clauses +
Product ID = ProductID

Order ID = OrderID

Join Type : Left

@

Summary of Join Results

JoinResulr | 16,302

Join Clause Recommendations

Tableau Software 39



Tableau Prep Help

Now you have all of the data from the sales order files and any return data that apply to
those orders. You review the Join Clauses pane and see the distinct values that don't
exist in the other file.

For example there are many order rows (shown in red) that have no corresponding return
data. You love being able to explore this level of detail about your join.

You're anxious to start analyzing this data in Tableau Desktop, but you notice a few
results from the join that you want to clean up before you do that. Good thing you know
what to do!

Tip: Wonder if your data is clean enough? From Tableau Prep Builder, you can preview
your data in Tableau Desktop from any step in your flow to check it out.

Just right-click on the step in the Flow pane and select Preview in Tableau Desktop
from the menu.

You can experiment with your data and any changes that you make in Tableau Desktop
won't write back to your data source in Tableau Prep Builder. For more information see
View flow output in Tableau Desktop on page 401.

4. Before you start cleaning your join results, name your Join step Orders+Returns and
save your flow.

Clean your join results

Note: To clean up the fields in your join, you can perform cleaning operations directly in
the Join step. For the purposes of this tutorial we will add a cleaning step so you can
clearly see your cleaning operations. If you want to try performing these steps directly in
the join step skip steps 1 and 3 below.

When you joined the two steps, the common fields Order ID and Product ID were added for both
tables.

You want to keep the Product ID field from all of your orders and the Order ID field from the
returns file and remove the duplicate fields that came from those files. You also don't need the
File Paths and Table Names fields in your output file, so you want to remove those fields as
well.
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Tip: When you join tables using fields that exist in both files, Tableau Prep brings in both fields
and renames the duplicate field from the second file by adding a "-1" or a "-2" to the field name.
For example Order ID and Order ID-1.

1. Inthe Flow pane, select Orders+Returns, click the plus":.:} icon, and add a clean step.

2. Inthe Profile pane, select and remove the following fields:
 Table Names
¢ OrderID

» File Paths (Tableau Prep Builder only

~

¢ Product ID-1

100%

Cleand 28 fields 16K rows [Z RenameFields.. % Pivot Columns to Rows Q 11Recommendations * |ES|EH B} |2 Search

Table Names Product ID-1 3% File Paths < Row D TR - | OrderiD £ T+ 0 | OrderDate -

- Rename Fields...

. PivetColumns toRaws
CA-2015-100090 Merge
CA-2015-100293 Keep Only

Orders_Central.csv il o o

Orders_East.xsx/Orders_East
Orders_West.csw
orders_south_2015

orders_south_2015.csv
orders_south_2016.csv
orders_south_2017.csv Hide Fields

orders_south_2018.csv Remove. S

4 <
FUR-CH-10002961 CA-2015-100895

3. Rename the field Order ID-1 to Order ID.

You have quite a few null values where the product was returned but there was no return
note or approver indicated. To make this data easier to analyze, you want to add a field
with a value of Yes and No to indicate whether the product was returned.

You don't have this field, but you can add it by creating a calculated field.

4. Inthe toolbar, click Create Calculated Field.

5. Name the field Returned? and then enter the following calculation and click Save.
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If ISNULL([Return Reason])=FALSE THEN "Yes" ELSE "No" END

Add Field

All

Seturn Resscn] )=FALSE THEN "Ves' EZLSE £ Search
ABS
ACOS
AND
ASC
ASCII

! ASIN

< aTAaN
ATANZ
AVG
CASE
CEILING
CHAR
CONTAINS
cos
cot
COUNT

Caleulation is valid ~

ABS(number)

Returns the absolute value of the
given number.

Example: ABS(-7)=7

For your analysis you would also like to know the number of days it takes to ship an order,

but you don't have that field either.

You have all the information that you need to create it though, so you add another

calculated field to create it.

In the toolbar, click Create Calculated Field.

Name the field Days to Ship and then enter the following calculation and click Save.

DATEDIFF ('day', [Order Date], [Ship Date])
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Add Field X
Elglc Name Referance
Days to Ship All ~  DATEDIFF(date_part, start_date,
end_date, [start_of_week])
DATEDIFF({'day', [Order Date], [Ship Datel) 2 Search
ABS . Retwrns the difference between
two dates where start_date is
ACOS subtracted from end_date. The
AND difference is expressed in units of
ASC date_part. If start_of_weekis
. ASCH omitted, the week start day is y
ASIN determined by the start day
< ATAN configured for the data source. ]
ATANZ
AVG Example: DATEDIFF('month’,
# -07-152, =, -04-032 t
CASE 2004-07-15%, 22004-04-03%,
'sunday’) =-3
CEILING
CHAR
COMTAINS
Cos
coT
COUNT . ¢
'
Calculation is valid ~ Apply

8. Name your step Clean Orders +Returns.

9. Save your flow.

e tam -
.
75%
Clean Orders +Returns 26 fields 16K rows V FilterValues.. [ RenameFields.. Q SRecommendstions v B3| BB B |0 Search v
Changes (4) <
# G o# & &6 A
[ Remove Fields Days toShip 3 RowID 20+ T+ OrderDate : Ship Date 1 ShipMode +
Table Names | Order ID
Search L
[ Rename Field — I — — —
Order 1D o ) — CL03/2015. 1. 03/03/2005. 1 First Class
— — —
From [Order ID-1] zo [Order 1 2000 E— 01/01/2015,1. em— E— Sarme Doy
L 4 A I 01/01/2020,1
2 —— Second Class
& Calculated Field ———
3 4000 Standard Class
Returnad? 4 —
= —
= ———
= : 5,000 E—
N 6 —
—
G Cakulated Field a 5,000 —
DayctoShip I
DATEDIFF(‘day’ [Order Date],[Ship 10,000  E——

5. Run your flow and generate output

Your data is looking good and you're ready to generate your output file to start analyzing it in
Tableau Desktop. All you need to do is run your flow and generate your extract file. To do this you
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need to add an Output step.

Depending on where you're working, you can output your flow to a file (Tableau Prep Builder
only), to a published data source or to a database.

1. Inthe Flow pane, select Clean Orders+Returns, click the plus /J icon and select

Output (Add Outputin prior versions).

When you add an Output step, the Output pane opens and shows you a snapshot of your
data. Here you can select the type of output that you want to generate, and specify the
name and where you want to save the file.

The default location is in the My Tableau Prep Builder repository in your data sources

folder.
1]
o — = @ ;
- - an S
® -t
Ceentae —
75%
heoral]  Cesérom
Output |_ B Search v
Save outputto Save to Outputhyper
O File
DaystoShip RowID Order Dat Ship Date Ship Mode Customer ID  Customer Name ~ Segment  Country City Po
‘EJ 3836  04/08/20: Corporate United States Glendale &2
ome: 3837 04/08/20: ed States Glendsle €
7 3836  04/08/20:
3837 04/08/20
4565  12/09/20
&8 12/0 ass B5-11550
Extract (hyper) - 5 &3 12/0: 000 AM 12/10/2015, 12:00:00 dard Class | BS-11550
&8 12/0 0:00 AM 12/10/2015, 12:00:00 AM Standard Class | BS-11550
e &3 12/05/2015, 12:00:00 AM 12/10/2015, 12:00:00 AM Standard Class | BS-11550
: o 3223 10/02/2015, 1200:00 AM 10/05/2015, 120000 AM FirstClass  ES-14080 Corporate Unit
3 3224 10/02/2015,12.00:00 AM 10/05/2015, 120000 AM FirstClass ES-14080 Corporate United States Ter
Full refresh -3 3225 10/02/20 0:00 AM 10/05/2015, 1200:00 AM FirstClass  ES-14080 Corporate Unit

3 3226 10M02/2015 12:00:00 AM 10/0S/2115 12:00:00 AM First Class FS-14080 Camorate United States Temne  §7

2. Inthe left pane in the Save output to drop-down, depending on where you are working,
do one of the following:

Tableau Prep Builder
a. Select File (select Save to file in previous versions).
b. Click the Browse button, then in the Save Extract As dialog, enter a name for the
file, for example Orders_Returns_Superstore, and click Accept.
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c. Inthe Output type field, select an output type. Select Tableau Data Extract (.hyper)
for Tableau Desktop or Comma Separated Values (.csv) if you want to share the
extract with a third party.

Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud
a. Select Published data source.
b. Select a project.

c. Enter a name for the file, for example Orders_Returns_Superstore.

Tip: You have choices when generating output from your flow. You can generate an
extract file (Tableau Prep Builder only), you can publish your data as a data source to
Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud or you can write your data to a database. For more
information about generating output files, see Create data extract files and published
data sources on page 402.

3. Inthe Write Options section, view the options to write the new data to your files. You want
to use the default (Create table) and replace the table with your flow output, so there is
nothing to change here.

Tip: Starting in version 2020.2.1, you can choose how you want to write your flow data
back to your table. You can choose from two options; Create table or Append table. By
default, Tableau Prep uses the Create table option and overwrites your table data with the
new data when you run your flow. If you choose Append table, Tableau Prep adds the
flow data to the existing table so you can track both new and historical data on every flow
run. For more information, see Configure write options on page 440

4. Inthe Output pane, click Run Flow or click the Run Flow > button in the flow pane to

generate your output.

Note: If you are working on the web, click Publish to publish your draft flow. Only
published flows can be run.

5. When the flow is finished running, a status dialog shows whether the flow ran successfully
and the time it took to run. Click Done to close the dialog.
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Finished Running Flow

Orders_Returns_Superstore.hyper

Total time 00:02

Dane

If working on the web, navigate to the Explore>All Flows page, and find your flow. You
can see the status of your flow run on the Flow Overview page.

crptors / Dutautt £ 1y
My Superstore % -
Overview
5 Run All Output step Output name Status Schadule Ervors
® S0k,
@ = @
@ —t—

To keep your data fresh, you can run the flow manually or use the command line. If you
have Data Management and have Tableau Prep Conductor enabled, you can also run
your flow on a schedule in Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud.

Starting in Tableau Prep Builder version 2020.2.1 and on the web, you can also choose to
refresh all your data every time the flow is run, or run your flow using incremental refresh
and process only your new data each time.
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For more information about keeping your data fresh, see the following topics:
* Refresh flow output files from the command line on page 444
* Publish a Flow to Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud on page 482
* Refresh Flow Data Using Incremental Refresh on page 435

Wrap up and resources

You are a data prep rock star! You took dirty data and transformed it with ease! In no time, you
cleaned and prepped your data from multiple data sets and turned it into a sleek, clean data set
that you can now work with in Tableau Desktop to do your analysis.

Want more practice? Try replicating the rest of the sample flow for Superstore using the data files
found here:

e Orders_South 2015
e Orders_South_2016
e Orders_South 2017
e Orders_South 2018
¢ Orders_Central

¢ Orders _East

e Orders_ West

* returns_reasons_new
* Quota

You can also find the files in the following location on your computer after installing Tableau Prep
Builder:

¢ (Windows) C:\Program Files\Tableau\Tableau Prep Builder <ver-
sion>\help\Samples\en US\Superstore Files

¢ (Mac) /Applications/Tableau Prep Builder <ver-
sion>.app/Contents/help/Samples/en US/Superstore Files

Want more training? Check out these great resources, or take an in-person training course.

Want more information about the topics we covered? Check out the other topics in the Tableau
Prep online help.

About Tableau Prep

Tableau Prep Builder is a tool in the Tableau product suite designed to make preparing your data
easy and intuitive. Use Tableau Prep Builder to combine, shape, and clean your data for analysis
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in Tableau.

Note: Tableau Prep version 2019.1.2 had changed its name to Tableau Prep Builder and
refers to the Desktop application. Starting in version 2020.4, as a Creator, you can also
create and edit flows on Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud.

Using Tableau Prep

Start by connecting to your data from a variety of files, servers, or Tableau extracts. Connect to
and combine data from multiple data sources. Drag and drop or double-click to bring your tables
into the flow pane, and then add flow steps where you can then use familiar operations such as
filter, split, rename, pivot, join, union and more to clean and shape your data.

Each step in the process is represented visually in a flow chart that you create and control.
Tableau Prep tracks each operation so that you can check your work and make changes at any
pointin the flow.

When you are finished with your flow, run it to apply the operations to the entire data set.

Tableau Prep works seamlessly with other Tableau products. At any point in your flow, you can
create an extract of your data, publish your data source to Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud,
publish your flow to Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud to continue editing on the web or refresh
your data using a schedule. You can also open Tableau Desktop directly from within Tableau
Prep Builder to preview your data.

For information about installing Tableau Prep Builder, see Install Tableau Desktop or Tableau
Prep Builder in the Tableau Desktop and Tableau Prep Deployment Guide.

Want to try Tableau Prep with an Al assistant? Starting in version 2025.2, you can use Tableau
Agent to help you create calculations, clean, and transform your data as you build your flow. For
more information, see Build Tableau Prep flows with Tableau Agent.
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Watch a video: See Tableau Prep Builder in action

Ready to try it out? From the Start page, click on one of the sample flows to explore and
experiment with the steps, try the Get Started with Tableau Prep Builder on page 3 hands-on
tutorial to learn how to create a flow or try stepping through one of our Day in the Life Scenarios
on page 505 using Tableau Prep Builder.

Tableau Software 49



Prep_getstarted_2022.4


Tableau Prep Help

Sample Flows
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Note: You can find the sample data files used in the flows in these locations:

e (Windows) C:\Program Files\Tableau\Tableau Prep Builder
<version>\help\Samples\en US

e (Mac) /Applications/Tableau Prep Builder
<version>.app/Contents/help/Samples/en US

To learn more about how Tableau Prep Builder optimizes your data for performance, see
Tableau Prep under the hood. To learn more about Tableau Prep and the different features and
functions it offers, review the topics in this guide.

A tour of the Tableau Prep workspace

The Tableau Prep workspace consists of the Connections pane (1) where you connect to your
data sources, and three coordinated areas that help you interact with and explore your data:

* Flow pane (2): A visual representation of your operation steps as you prepare your data.
This is where you add steps to build your flow.
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* Profile pane (3): A summary of each field in your data sample. See the shape of your data

and quickly find outliers and null values.

« Data grid (4): The row level detail for your data.

FixDataType 21fields 3Krows

Changes (3)

“A, Change Type

“A, Change Type
To Number (dacimal) type

Office Supplies Philsdelphia UnitedStates T8-21520  TracyBlumstein

Alerts (0)
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Category = aty w0 Country © CustomerID <72
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Office Suppli AA-10375
Technology AA-104830
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4810060
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AC10615
Category City Country Customer ID  Customer Name Discount OrderDate  Order ID Postal
Furniture Philadelphiz United States SF-20085  Sandra Flanagan 07/16/2018 1914
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1821520
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After you connect to your data and begin building your flow, you add steps in the Flow pane.

These steps function as a lens into the structure of your data, as well as a summary of operations

that is applied to your data. Each step represents a different category of operations that you

define, all as part of your flow.

Connections pane (1)

On the left side of the workspace is the Connections pane, which shows the databases and files

you are connected to. Add connections to one or more data sources and then drag the tables you

want to work with into the Flow pane. For more information see Connect to Data on page 75.
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File Edit Flow Server Help

Connections

D Orders_Central csv

r"1 FEDIIT reasons_new

Tables

H Use Data Interpreter
Data Interpreter might be
able to clesn your Microsoft

Exced winrk book

EE returns_naw
You can minimize the Connections pane if you need more room in your workspace.

Flow pane (2)

At the top of the workspace is the Flow pane. This is where you'll build your flow. As you connect
to, clean, shape, and combine your data, steps appear in the Flow pane and align from left to
right along the top. These steps tell you what kind of operation is being applied, in what order,
and how your data is affected by it. For example, the Join step shows you which join type you've
applied, the join clauses, recommended join clauses, and the fields of the tables that are
included in the join.

e s
—_— e
£
(5] —
FixData
il
[ E =3
o Rename States Create "Super:
GO A GYEA [ [
® — =2 ® — > @ [ o
Orcers (central} Fix Dates Al Orcars Orcers Rt Clsanz RollUp Sales Quota - Oraers Create’Arnua
G oR &
«® R-LLLE "
Raturns (al) Claan Notas/ap. uota Pivot Quotas

You start your flow by dragging tables into the Flow pane. Here you can add additional data
sets, pivot your data, union or join data, create aggregations, and generate your flow outputto a
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file (.hyper, .csv, .xIsx), published data source that you can use in Tableau, database or to CRM
Analytics. For more information about generating output files, see Save and Share Your Work
on page 397.

Note: If you make changes to the data while in Tableau Desktop, for example renaming
fields, changing data types, and so on, these changes aren’t written back to Tableau Prep
Builder.

Profile pane (3)

In the center of the workspace is the Profile pane. The Profile pane shows you the structure of
your data at any point in the flow. The structure of your data can be represented in different ways
depending on the operation you want to perform on your data or the step that you select in the
Flow pane.

i
i

b e s

i

At the top of the Profile pane is a toolbar that shows you the cleaning operations that you can
perform for each step in your flow. An options menu also appears on each card in the Profile
pane where you can select the different operations that you can perform on the data.

For example:
¢ Search, sort, and split fields
 Filter, include, or exclude values
¢ Find and fix null values
¢ Rename fields
» Clean up data entry errors using group values or quick cleaning operations
¢ Use automatic data parse to change data types

* Rearrange the order of your field columns by dragging and dropping them where you want
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them

Select one or more field values in a Profile card and right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) to see
additional options to keep or exclude values, group selected values or replace values with Null.

Abc H+
Order ID 1% FlE & B Post:

CA-2015-100005
CA-2015-100325

CA-2015-100391 7 50
CA-2015-101364 | Keep Only
CA-2015-101427 | Exclude S

CA-2015-101475

CA-2015-101833 | Replace with Null 2
CA-2015-102008 ' Group Values
CA-2015-102865
CA-2015-103058
CA-2015-102215
CA-2015-103331

Tableau Prep keeps track of any changes you make, in the order you make them, so you can
always go back and review or edit those changes if needed. Use drag and drop to re-order the
operations in the list to experiment and apply changes in a different order.
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Click the arrow on the upper right of the pane to expand and collapse the Changes pane for more
room to work with the data in the Profile pane.

For more information about applying cleaning operations to your data see Clean and Shape
Data on page 229.

Data grid (4)

At the bottom of the workspace is the Data grid, which shows you the row level detail in your data.
The values displayed in the Data grid reflect the operations defined in the Profile pane. You can
perform the same cleaning operations here as you can in the Profile pane if you prefer to work at
a more detailed level.

Click the Collapse Profiles = icon on the toolbar to collapse (and expand) the Profile pane to

see your options.
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How Tableau Prep stores your data

When you connect Tableau Prep to your data and create a flow, it stores the frequently used data
in a .hyper file. For large data sets, this might be a sample of the data. Any stored data is saved
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under a secure temporary file directory in a file named Prep BuilderXXXXX, where XXXXX
represents a universally unique identifier (UUID). After you save the flow, the file is deleted. For
more information about how Tableau Prep samples your data, see Set your data sample size
on page 123.

Tableau Prep Builder also saves data in the Tableau flow (.tfl) file to support the following
operations (which can capture entered data values):

e Custom SQL used in Input steps
« Filtering (on data entry)
e Group Values (on data entry)

+ Calculations

Tableau Prep on the Web

Internet Explorer 11 on Windows and compatibility mode for Internet Explorer is not supported.

Starting in version 2020.4 ,Tableau Prep supports web authoring for flows. Now you can create
flows to clean and prepare your data using Tableau Prep Builder, Tableau Server, or Tableau
Cloud. You can also manually run flows on the web and the Data Management is not required.

While most of the same Tableau Prep Builder functionality is also supported on the web, there
are a few differences when creating and working with your flows.

Important: To create and edit flows on the web you must have a Creator license. Data
Management is only required if you want to run your flows on a schedule using Tableau Prep
Conductor or via API. For more information about configuring and using Tableau Prep
Conductor, see Tableau Prep Conductor in the Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud help.

Installation and Deployment

To enable users to create and edit flows on the web, you'll need to configure several settings on
your server. For more information about each of these settings, see Create and Interact with
Flows on the Web.

* Web Authoring: Enabled by default, this option controls whether users can create and
edit flows on Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud.
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¢ Run Now: Controls whether users or only administrators can run flows manually using the
Run Now option. The Data Management isn't required to run flows manually on the web.

+ Tableau Prep Conductor: If Data Management is licensed, enable this option to let users
schedule and track flows.

¢ Tableau Prep Extensions (version 2021.2.0 and later): Controls whether users can con-
nect to Einstein Discovery to apply and run predictive models against data in their flow.

¢ Autosave: Enabled by default, this feature automatically saves a user's flow work every
few seconds.

Sample data and processing limits

To maintain performance while working with flows on the web, limits are applied to the amount of
data you can include in a flow.

The following limits apply:

¢ When connecting to files, the maximum file size is 1GB.
» The data sampling option to include all data is not available. The default sample data limit
is 1 million rows.

For more information about setting your data sample, see Set your data sample size in the
Tableau Prep help.

Available features on the web

When you create and edit flows on the web you may notice a few differences in navigation and
the availability of certain features. While most features are available across all platforms, some
features are limited or not yet supported in Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud. The following table
identifies features where differences might apply.

Feature area Exceptions Tableau Tableau Tableau
Prep Server Cloud
Builder
Connect to Some connectors may not be
9 9 9
Data supported on the web. Open

the Connect pane on your
server to see supported con-
nectors.
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Build Tableau Supported in Tableau Prep
Prep flows with | Builder and Tableau Cloud start- 9
Tableau Agent | ingin version 2025.2. Requires
Tableau+
Build and
Organize your 9
Flow
Set your data In Tableau Server and Tableau
sample size Cloud, the data sample size is 9
subject to limits set by your
administrator
Union files and | Input unions can't be edited or
database tables | created in Tableau Server or 9
in the input step | Tableau Cloud. Only in Tableau
Prep Builder.
Clean and
Shape Data 9
Copy data grid | Available in Tableau Prep
values Builder and Tableau Server 9
starting in version 2022.3 and
Tableau Cloud starting in
2022.2 (August)
Aggregate,
Join, or Union @
Data
Use Rand Script steps can't be added
Python Scripts | when creating or editing a flow ®
in your Flow in Tableau Cloud. This is cur-
rently supported only in
Tableau Prep builder and
Tableau Server.
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Create reusable

flow steps 9 ® ®

Automatically Not Applic-

9 9
save your flows able
on the web
Automatic file @ Not Applic- | Not Applic-
recovery able able

View flow out-

putin Tableau 9 ® ®

Desktop

Create an

extract to a file 9 ® ®

Create an

extractto a 0 ® ®

Microsoft Excel
worksheet

Connectto a

Custom SQL 0 0 o

Query

Create a pub-
lished data

source

Save flow out-
put to external
databases

Add Einstein
Discovery Pre-
dictions to your
Flow
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Autosave and working with drafts

When you create or edit flows on the server, your work is automatically saved as a draft every
few seconds so that in the event of a crash, or when closing a tab by accident, you don't lose
your work.

Drafts are saved to the server and project you are signed into. You can't save or publish a draft
to another server, but you can save the flow to another project on that server using the File >

Publish As menu option.

United Sotes

1020

AAAAA

Draft content can only be seen by you until you publish it. If you publish changes and need to
revert them, you can use the Revision History dialog to view and revert to a previously
published version. For more information about saving flows on the web, see Automatically save
your flows on the web.

Publishing flows on the web

Whether you create a flow from scratch on the web or edit an existing flow, before you can run
the flow you'll need to publish it.

¢ You can only publish draft flows to the same server you are signed into.

¢ You can publish a draft to a different project using the File menu and selecting Publish
As.

¢ You can embed credentials for your flow's database connections to enable the flow to run
without having to manually enter the credentials when the flow runs. If you open the flow
to edit it, you'll need to re-enter your credentials.

Embed credentials

Embedding credentials only applies to running flows on your server. Starting in Tableau Cloud
version 2025.2, flow owners can edit their flow in web authoring without having to re-
authenticate to all of their database connections if those connections are embedded in the flow
or saved to the user profile. If using Tableau Server, you will manually need to enter your
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credentials when editing a flow connected to a database. Embedding credentials can only be set
at the flow level and not at the server or site level.

Do one of the following:

¢ From the top menu, select File > Connection Credentials > Embed in Published Flow.

Mew Flow

Save Dratt

Publish
Publish As...
Connection Credentials > Embed in Published Flow
+ Don't Embed in Published Flow

nsert Flow...

Download

¢ When publishing a flow, select the Embed credentials check box. This option shows
when you select Publish As to publish the flow to a new project for the first time or when
you are editing a flow that was last published by someone else.

Publish Flowr As >
Mame
Superstore_flow

Project

v = Default

= MyMestedProject

Embed credentials
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Publish a flow

When you publish your flow, it becomes the current version of the flow and can be run and seen
by others who have access to your project. Flows that are never published or flow changes that
you make to a draft can only be seen by you until you publish the flow. For more information
about flow statuses, see Automatically save your flows on the web.

To publish your flow, do one of the following:

e From the top menu, select File > Publish or File > Publish As

Explore / Default / Superstore_fi

File Edit Flow Help

[J E .'.:II'I F | ':l‘I I\'.'.'.

Save Dratt

Publish %

Publish As._..

Connection Credentials L
nsert Flow...

Download

e From the top bar, click the Publish button or click the drop arrow to select Publish As.

Who can do this

e Server Administrator, Site Administrator Creator, and Creator allow full connecting and
publishing access.
¢ Creator can perform web authoring tasks.
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Input Step

Start your flow by dragging tables or files to the Flow pane to
create an Input step. lcons show you the type of data
SOUFCe.

Data Source

Data Source with input union
@ File (CSV. Excel, Extract, PDF, Spatial, etc)

@ File with input union
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Clean Step. Changes Pane. Toolbar

Annotations help you keep track of changes you make to your data. While most changes can be
made in a Clean step. you can also find these icons on other step types. in the Changes pane, and

on the toolbar.

[= calculated Field © Recommendations (suggested cleaning options)
Tﬁ*, Change Data Type E] Merge Fields

(¢ Rename Field B2 Show Profile Pane

¢ Group Values .

Fiter. Exclud Keeo Only Val B9 Show Data Grid

W Filter. Exclude. or Keep Only Values E Show List View

[* Remove Fields © Search

« Hidden Field (only visible in List view)
Union Step

Combine up to ten sources of data with similar fields ina
single Union step

=

Union Data

Join Step

Connect two steps to join your data on one or more common
fields. Select one of these options to choose the join type.

8888858

Full Anti Join
Inner Join

Left Inner Join
Left Outer Join
Full Quter Jain
Right Inner Join

Right Outer Join
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Output Step
Add an output step to run your flow. apply changes to

your complete data set, and generate output data to use
as a data source or share with others.

File
Published Data Source

Database or CRM Analytics

Run Flow

v I O3

Aggregate Step

Add an Aggregate step to group and aggregate your data,
which changes the level of detail of your data.

Z Aggregate Data

Pivot Step

Add a Pivot step to change columns to rows.

IIT:I Pivot Data
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Profile Pane

See the exact row count of your data and know when your
data is sampled,

Only shows when data is sampled

Hover over row summary o see exact row
count

Profile Card

Change data types and apply cleaning operations to a selected field in the Profile pane.

Data Types

4
B

Number (Decimal and Whole)
Date

Cleaning Operations

=
R,
©
o
\'d
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g

Calculated Field, Split, Duplicate, Clean
Change Data Type

Rename Field

Group Values

Filter, Exclude, or Keep Only Values

Remove Fields
Keep Only Field

Date and Time
Text

Hidden Field (only visible in List view)
Merge Fields

Search
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Start or Open a Data Flow

To start preparing your data with Tableau Prep Builder, you can:

e Startanew flow
¢ Open an existing flow

Note: Starting in version 2020.4.1, you can also create and edit flows in Tableau Server
and Tableau Cloud. Information in this topic applies to all platforms, unless specifically
noted. For more information about authoring flows on the web, see Tableau Prep on the
Web in the Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud help.

You can open multiple Tableau Prep Builder workspaces to work on multiple flows at the same
time. In Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.3.1 and earlier, if you select File > Open, Tableau
Prep Builder replaces your current open flow with the new flow you select.

Start a new flow

Start a new flow by connecting to your data, just like in Tableau Desktop.

Notes: If you open a flow in a version where the connector isn't supported, the flow may
open but might have errors or won't run unless the data connections are removed.

Some connectors might require you to download and install a driver before you can
connect to your data. See the Driver Download page on the Tableau website to get driver
download links and installation instructions.

1. Open Tableau Prep Builder and click the Add connection k= button.

In web authoring, from the Home page, click Create > Flow or from the Explore page,
click New > Flow. Then click Connect to Data.

Starting in version 2021.4 if you have the Data Management with Catalog enabled, you
can also click New > Flow from the External Assets page on the web to create a flow with
a Catalog-supported connection. For more information, see Tableau Catalog in the
Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud help.
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2. From the list of connectors, select the file type or server that hosts your data. If prompted,
enter the information needed to sign in and access your data.

Note: In web authoring, the list of file connectors may differ.
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Connections

Tableau Server

File
Microsoft Access
PDF file
Microsoft Excel
Statistical file
Tableau extract

Text file

Alibaba AnalyticDE for MySOL
Alibaba Data Lake Analytics
Alibaba MaxCompute
Amazon Athena

Amazon Aurora

Amazon EMR Hadoop Hive
Amazon Redshift

Apache Drill

Aster Database

Azure SOL Data Warshouse
Bax

Cloudera Hadoop
Databricks

Denodo

Drophbax

EXASOL

Google BigQuery

Google Cloud SOL

Google Drive

Hortonworks Hadoop Hive
IBM Biglnsights

IBM DB2

IEM PDA (Netezza)

Impala

Kognitio

Kywas

MapR Hadoop Hive
MariaDB

MarklLogic

MemSOL

Microsoft SOL Server
MonetDB

MongoDE Bl Connector
MySaL

Onelrive

Oracle

Pivotal Greenplum Database
PostgresoL
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3. From the Connections pane, do one of the following:

Tableau Prep Help

¢ If you connected to a file, double-click or drag a table to the Flow pane to start your

flow. For single tables, Tableau Prep automatically creates an Input step for you in

the Flow pane when you add data to your flow.

Note: In web authoring, for file connections, you can only download the files

one at a time. Direct connections to a file network share isn't currently

supported.

¢ If you connected to a database, select a database or schema, and then double-

click or drag a table to the Flow pane to start your flow.

File Edit Flow Server Help

Connections

A mssql

Database

global_superstore v

-

35817 _CP1253

AdventureWorks

AdventureWorksDW
Airlines
auth-denials
Cales_Schema
Coffes

NTestDB
global_superstore l}

. I -
nternations

Note: In Tableau Prep Builder, you can union multiple files or database
tables from a single data source in the input step using a wildcard search. In
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web authoring you can't create or edit input unions but they are supported in
flows published from Tableau Prep Builder. For more information, see Union
files and database tables in the Input step on page 132.

Open an existing flow

In Tableau Prep Builder, you can see and access your most recent flows right on the Start page,
so it's easy to find your work in progress. When working with flows on the web, all your flows are
conveniently listed on the Explore page under the All Flows menu.Open a flow

Open a flow in Tableau Prep Builder
On the Start page do one of the following:

¢ Under Recent Flows, select a flow.

* Click Open a Flow to navigate to your flow file and open it.

After you connect to your data, use the different options in the Input step to identify the data that
you want to work with in your flow. Then you can add a cleaning step or other step type to
examine, clean, and shape your data.

When your flows include multiple data source connectors, Tableau Prep helps you easily see
which connectors and tables are associated with your Input steps. When you click on the Input
step, the associated connector and data table is highlighted in the Connections pane. This option
was added in Tableau Prep Builder version 2020.1.1 and is also supported when editing flows on
the web.
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Open a flow in Tableau Prep on the web
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1. Toopen and edit an existing flow, on the Explore page select All Flows from the top
drop-down menu and select your flow from the list.
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EKNDFE Top-Level Projects -

New

Typé

l:l T::, = :_.,.__.:;_@

2. Onthe Flow Overview page, click Edit to edit your flow.

Explore / Default

e,

' Superstore_flow =

] Owner DataRockstar Modified Nov 18, 2020, 2:32 PM

O

Your flow will open in a new tab. As soon as you start making changes, Tableau will automatically
save your changes every few seconds and save your modified flow as a draft. Drafts are only
visible to you and your administrator.

When you're finished, you can close your flow and continue making changes later or publish your
flow to apply your changes, creating a new version of the flow.

Like other tools, flow publishing uses a first-in method. If another users modifies and republishes
the flow before you, their changes are committed first. But you can track and revert to a previous
version using the Revision History page. For more information, see \Work with Content
Revisions in the Tableau Desktop help.
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Connect to Data

As of October 14, 2025, Data Cloud has been rebranded to Data 360. During this transition, you
may see references to Data Cloud in our application and documentation. While the name is new,
the functionality and content remains unchanged.

Tableau Prep helps you clean and shape your data for analysis. The first step in this process is to
identify the data you'll work with.

Note: Starting in version 2020.4.1, you can also create and edit flows in Tableau Server
and Tableau Cloud. Information in this topic applies to all platforms, unless specifically
noted. For more information about authoring flows on the web, see Tableau Prep on the
\Web in the Tableau Server help.

You can connect to your data using any of the following:

¢ Built-in connectors for popular data types
e Custom connectors for other data types
e Published data sources

¢ Tableau data extracts

e Tableau Catalog

Connect via built-in connectors for popular data
types

The most common way to connect to data is to use the built-in connectors in Tableau Prep
Builder. These are available for most popular data types, and new connectors are added
frequently with new versions of Tableau Prep Builder. For a list of available connectors, open

Tableau Prep Builder or start a flow on the web, then click the Add connection B3 button to see

available connectors listed under Connect in the left pane.

Most built-in connectors work the same across all of our platforms and are described in the
Supported Connectors topic in the Tableau Desktop Help.
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Note: When connecting to a data source, don't use the reserved name "Number of
Records" for a field name or a calculated field. Using this reserved name will resultin a
permission-related error.

Considerations when using built-in connectors

¢ If you open a flow in a version where the connector isn't supported, the flow may open but
might have errors or won't run unless the data connections are removed.

¢ When using a MySQL-based connector, the default behavior is that the connection is
secure when SSL is enabled. However, Tableau Prep Builder does not support custom
certificate-based SSL connections for MySQL-based connectors.

e Starting in version 2025.1, you can connect to on-premises data sources, publish your
flow to Tableau Cloud, and run it on a schedule. This requires a Tableau Bridge client
configured in a Bridge Client pool, with the domain added to the Private Network
Allowlist. In Tableau Prep Builder and on the web, when you connect to your data
source, make sure that the server URL matches the domain in the bridge pool. For more
information, see the Databases on page 498 section in the "Publish a Flow to Tableau
Server or Tableau Cloud" topic.

¢ Running Tableau Prep Conductor to refresh Tableau Prep flows that connect to flat files
via Bridge isn't supported. To enable successful Prep Conductor flow refreshes, move the
flat file to a location that is accessible by Tableau Cloud directly (Google Drive, Box,
Dropbox, etc.)

e Some connectors, detailed in the sections below, have different requirements when using
them with Tableau Prep Builder.

e Starting in version 2025.3 when connecting to Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud from
Tableau Prep Builder, you can now select whether to authenticate using the embedded
browser packaged with Tableau Prep or use the default browser for your machine. For
more information, see Publish a flow to Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud.

Connect to cloud data sources via Tableau Server or Tableau
Cloud
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You can connect to cloud data sources in Tableau Prep just like Tableau Desktop, but if you plan
to publish flows that connect to cloud data sources and run them on a schedule in your server,
you'll need to configure your credentials in Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud.

You set up your credentials in the Settings tab in the My Account Settings page and connect to
your cloud connector input using these same credentials.

Tableau Prep Builder

When publishing the flow, on the Publish dialog, click Edit to edit the connection, then in the
Authentication drop-down, select Embed <your credentials>.

You can also add credentials right from the publish dialog (Tableau Prep Builder version 2020.1.1
and later) when publishing your flow and then automatically embed them in your flow when you
publish. For more information, see Publish a flow from Tableau Prep Builder on page 487.

If you don't have saved credentials set up and select Prompt user in the Authentication drop-
down, after you publish the flow you must edit the connection and enter your credentials in the
Connections tab in Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud or the flow will fail when run.

Tableau Prep on the web

In web authoring, you can embed credentials from the top menu under File > Connection
Credentials. For more information, see Publishing flows in the Tableau Server help.

Mew Flow

Save Draft

Publish
Publish As. ..
Connection Credentials L Embed in Published Flow
+ Don't Embed in Published Flow

nsert Flow...

Download

In Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.4.1, the following cloud connectors were added and are
also available when creating or editing flows on the web:
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¢ Box

e DropBox

¢ Google Drive
¢ OneDrive

For more information about how to connect to your data using these connectors, see the
connector-specific help topic in the Tableau Desktop help.

Connect to Salesforce data

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2020.2.1 and later and when authoring flows on the
web starting in Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud version 2020.4.

Tableau Prep Builder supports connecting to data using the Salesforce connector, just like
Tableau Desktop, but with a few differences.

e Tableau Prep Builder supports any join type you want to do.

¢ Custom SQL can be created in Tableau Prep Builder 2022.1.1 or later. Flows that use cus-
tom SQL can be run and existing steps can be edited in 2020.2.1 or later.

¢ Using a standard connection to create your own custom connection isn't currently sup-
ported.

¢ You can't change the default data source name to be something unique or custom.

¢ If you plan to publish flows on Tableau Server and want to use saved credentials, the
server administrator must configure Tableau Server with an OAuth client ID and secret on
the connector. For more information, see Change Salesforce.com OAuth to Saved Cre-
dentials in the Tableau Server help.

¢ Torunincremental refresh on flow inputs that use the Salesforce connector, you must be
using Tableau Prep Builder version 2021.1.2 or later. For more information about using
incremental refresh, see Refresh Flow Data Using Incremental Refresh on page 435.

Tableau Prep imports the data by creating an extract. Only extracts are currently supported for
Salesforce. The initial extract may take some time to load, depending on the amount of data that
is included. You will see a timer in the Input step while the data loads.

For general information about using the Salesforce connector, see Salesforce in the Tableau
Desktop and Web Authoring help.

Connect to the Salesforce Data Cloud
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You can connect to data that uses Salesforce Data Cloud by using the Salesforce Data Cloud
connector (released in Tableau Cloud October 2023). For more information, see Connect
Tableau Cloud Web Authoring to Salesforce Data Cloud.

To connect to Salesforce Data Cloud data, use the Salesforce Data Cloud connector. The
Salesforce Data Cloud connector recognizes Data Spaces, presents clearer object labels, and is
powered by accelerated queries.

In the Connections pane select Salesforce Data Cloud from the Server connector list.
In the Salesforce Data Cloud dialog, click Sign In.

Sign in to Salesforce with your user name and password.

Select Allow.

Close the browser pane.

In Tableau Prep, select a Data Space to see tables.

Select a table.

No gk wh-=

Connect to Google BigQuery data

Tableau Prep Builder supports connecting to data using Google BigQuery, just like Tableau
Desktop.

You must configure credentials to enable Tableau Prep to communicate with Google BigQuery. If
you plan to publish flows to Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud, OAuth connections must also be
configured for those applications.

Note: Tableau Prep doesn't currently support using Google BigQuery customization
attributes.

e Setup OAuth for Google - Configuring OAuth connections for Tableau Server.
e OAuth Connections - Configure OAuth connections for Tableau Cloud.

Configure SSL to connect to Google BigQuery (MacOS only)

If you are using Tableau Prep Builder on Mac and you are using a proxy to connect to Big Query,
you may need to modify the SSL configuration to connect to Google BigQuery

Note: No extra steps are required for Windows users.
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To configure SSL for OAuth connections to Google BigQuery, complete the following steps:

1. Exportthe SSL certificate for your proxy to a file, for example proxy.cer. You can find your
certificate in Applications > Utilities > Keychain Access >System >

Certificates (under Category).

2. Locate the version of java that you are using to run Tableau Prep Builder. For example:
/Applications/Tableau Prep Builder
2020.4.app/Plugins/jre/lib/security/cacerts

3. Open the Terminal command prompt and run the following command for your Tableau
Prep Builder version:

Note: The keytool command must be run from the directory that contains the
version of java that you are using to run Tableau Prep Builder. You may have to
change directories before running this command. For example cd
/Users/tableau user/Desktop/SSL.cer -keystore Tableau Prep
Builder 2020.1.1/Plugins/jre/bin. Then run the keytool command.

keytool -import —trustcacerts -file /Users/tableau
user/Desktop/SSL.cer -keystore Tableau Prep Builder

<version>/Plugins/jre/lib/security/cacerts -storepass changeit

Example: keytool -import -trustcacerts -file /Users/tableau
user/Desktop/SSL.cer -keystore Tableau Prep Builder
2020.4.1/Plugins/jre/lib/security/cacerts -storepass changeit

If you get a FileNotFoundException (Access denied) when running the keytool command, try
running the command with elevated permissions. For example: sudo keytool —import -
trustcacerts -file /Users/tableau user/Desktop/SSL.cer -keystore
Tableau Prep Builder 2020.4.1/Plugins/jre/lib/security/cacerts -

storepass changeit.

Set up and manage your Google BigQuery credentials

The credentials that you use to connect to Google BigQuery in your Input step must match the
credentials that are set up in the Settings tab in the My Account Settings page for Google
BigQuery in Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud.

If you select different credentials or no credentials in your authentication setting when publishing
your flow, the flow will fail with an authentication error until you edit the connection for the flow in
Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud.
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To edit your credentials do the following:
1. In Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud, on the Connections tab, on the Google BigQuery

connection, click More actions

2. Select Edit Connection.

3. Select the saved credentials that are set up in the Settings tab in the My Account Set-
tings page.

Sign In using Service Account (JSON) file

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2021.3.1 and later. Service Account access is not
available when authoring flows on the web.

1. Add a Service Account as a saved credential. For more information, see Change Google
OAuth to Saved Credentials.

Sign in to Google BigQuery using your email or phone number, then select Next.

In Authentication, select Sign In using Service Account (JSON) file.

Enter the file path or use the Browse button to search for it.

Click Sign In.

Enter your password to continue.

No ok

Select Accept to allow Tableau to access your Google BigQuery data. You will be promp-
ted to close the browser.

Sign In using OAuth

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2020.2.1 and later and when authoring flows on the
web starting in Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud version 2020.4.

Sign in to Google BigQuery using your email or phone number, and then select Next.

In Authentication, select Sign In using OAuth.

Click Sign In.

Enter your password to continue.

Select Accept to allow Tableau to access your Google BigQuery data. You will be promp-
ted to close the browser.

ok wbh =

For more information about setting and managing your credentials, see the following topics:
Manage Your Account Settings in the Tableau Desktop and Web Authoring help.

Publish a flow from Tableau Prep Builder on page 487 for information about setting
authentication options when publishing a flow.
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View and resolve errors for information about resolving connection errors in Tableau Server or
Tableau Cloud.

Connect to SAP HANA data

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.2.1 and later and when authoring flows on the
web starting in Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud version 2020.4.

Tableau Prep Builder supports connecting to data using SAP HANA just like Tableau Desktop
but with a few differences.

Connect to the database using the same procedure you would use in Tableau Desktop. For
more information see SAP HANA. After you connect and search for your table, drag the table to
the canvas to begin building your flow.

Prompting for variables and parameters when opening a flow isn't supported in Tableau Prep.
Instead, in the Input pane, click the Variables and Parameters tab and select the variables and
operands you want to use, then select from a list of preset values or enter custom values to
query your database and return the values you need.

Tableau Prep Builder and Tableau Prep Conductor don't support variables and parameters
when connecting to a SAP HANA published data source.

Note: Starting in Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.2.2 and on the web starting in

version 2020.4.1, you can use Initial SQL to query your connection. If you have multiple
values for a variable, you can select the value you need from a drop-down list.
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Note: This connector requires Tableau Server version 2019.2 and later to run the flow on a
schedule. If you are using an earlier server version, you can refresh the flow data using the
command line interface. For more information about running flows from the command line
see Refresh flow output files from the command line on page 444. For more
information about version compatibility, see Version Compatibility with Tableau Prep
on page 463.

Connect to Spatial files and databases
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Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2020.4.1 and later and when authoring flows on the
web starting in Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud version 2020.4.

You can connect to spatial files and spatial data sources in Tableau Prep Builder or when
creating or editing flows on the web.

Tableau Prep supports the following connection types:

e Spatial File formats
e Tableau Prep Builder: Esri Shapefiles, Esri File Geodatabases, KML, TopoJSON,
GeoJSON, extracts, Mapinfo MID/MIF, TAB files, and zipped shapefiles.
e Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud: Zipped shapefiles, KML, TopoJSON,
GeoJSON, Esri File Geodatabases, and extracts.
e Spatial databases (Amazon Redshift, Microsoft SQL Server, Oracle, and PostgreSQL).

You can also combine spatial tables with non-spatial tables using a standard join and output
spatial data to an extract (.hyper) file. Spatial functions, spatial joins through intersects, and
visualizing spatial data on a map view in Tableau Prep is not currently supported.

Supported cleaning operations

When working with shape file data, some cleaning operations are not supported. Only the
following cleaning operations are available in Tableau Prep when working with shape file data.

¢ Filters: Only to remove Null or unknown values
¢ Rename Field

¢ Duplicate Field

e Keep Only Field

¢ Remove Field

e Create Calculated Field

Before you connect

Before connecting to spatial files, makes sure the following files are in the same directory:

« Esri shapefiles: The folder must contain .shp, .shx, .dbf, and .prj files as well as .zip files
of the Esri shapefile.
Esri File Geodatabases: The folder must contain the File Geodatabase's .gdb or the

.zip of the File Geodatabases’s .gdb.
KML files: The folder must contain the .kml file. (No other files are required.)
GeoJSON files: The folder must contain the .geojson file.(No other files are required.)
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¢ TopoJSON files: The folder must contain the .json or .topojson file. (No other files are

required.)

Connect to spatial files

1. Do one of the following:

: Open Tableau Prep Builder and click the Add connection k= button.
e Open Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud. From the Explore menu, click New > Flow.

2. From the list of connectors, select Spatial file.

Spatial fields are assigned spatial data type and cannot be changed. If the fields come
from a spatial file, the field is assigned a default field name of "Geometry". If the fields
come from a spatial database, the database field names are shown. If Tableau can't
determine the type of data, the field shows as "Null".

[ Creste Caiculsted Fiei G oulicsterieis  -e- BElE 8l 2 sera

West Woodland  Ballard

Connect using ODBC

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.2.2 and later. This connector type is not yet
supported when authoring flows on the web.

If you need to connect to data sources that aren't listed in the Connections pane, you can
connect to any data source using the Other Databases (ODBC) connector that supports the
SQL standard and implements the ODBC API. Connecting to data using the Other Databases
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(ODBC) connector works similarly to how you might use it in Tableau Desktop, however there

are a few differences:

You can only connect using the DSN (data source name ) option.

To publish and run your flow in Tableau Server, the server must be configured using a
matching DSN.

Note: Running flows from the command line that include the Other Databases
(ODBC) connector isn't currently supported.

There is a single connection experience for both Windows and MacOS. Prompting for
connection attributes for ODBC drivers (Windows) isn't supported.

Only 64-bit drivers are supported by Tableau Prep Builder.

Before you connect

To connect to your data using the Other Databases (ODBC) connector, you must install the

database driver and set up and configure your DSN (data source name). To publish and run

flows to Tableau Server, the server must also be configured with a matching DSN.

Important: Tableau Prep Builder only supports 64-bit drivers. If you have a 32-bit driver already

set up and configured, you may need to uninstall it and then install the 64-bit version if the driver

doesn't allow both versions to be installed at the same time.

1.

86

Create a DSN using either the ODBC Data Source Administrator (64-bit) (Windows) or
the using an ODBC Manager utility (MacOS).

If you don't have the utility installed on your Mac, you can download one from
(www.odbcmanager.net for example) or you can manually edit the odbc.ini file.

In the ODBC Data Source Administrator (64-bit) (Windows) or the ODBC Manager
utility (MacOS), add a new data source then select the driver for the data source then click
Finish.
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3. Inthe ODBC Driver Setup dialog, enter the configuration information such as server

name, port, user name and password. Click Test (if your dialog has that option) to verify

that your connection is set up correctly, then save your configuration.

Note: Tableau Prep Builder doesn't support prompting for connection attributes so

you must set this information when configuring the DNS.

This example shows the configuration dialog for a MySQL Connector.
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MySCL Connector/ODBC Data Scurce Configuration >
AN -

MuySoL: Prer e

Connector/ODBC T

Connection Parameters

Data Source Name: | mysgl.servername |

Description: | My SOL Connector |

(®) TCP/IP Server: |1ysql.seruername.tsi.lan | Port: | 3308 |

() Mamed Pipe:

User: | LISErname |

Password: | wessssss |

Database: | | o | Test

Details = Cancel Help

Connect using Other Databases (ODBC)

88

. Open Tableau Prep Builder and click the Add connection k=l button.

. From the list of connectors, select Other Databases (ODBC).

the user name and password. Then click Sign In.

Tableau Prep Help

. Inthe Other Databases (ODBC) dialog, select a DSN from the drop-down list and enter
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Other Databases (OD8C) >

Other Databases (ODBC)

DSN: rriysgl tast -

Usarnams I;:—.‘u | ® I

Pazoyword: ssessnes 5

4. From the Connections pane, select your database from the drop-down list.

Connections

= mysql test (ODBC)

Select Database
ueEwvic

glaciers

gt_panel

hurricanes
information_schema
mysal
performance_schema
pubs

regression

Connect to Microsoft Excel data and clean with Data Interpreter
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Supported for direct Microsoft Excel connections only. Data Interpreter isn't currently available
for Excel files stored in cloud drives.

Note: Running Tableau Prep Conductor to refresh Tableau Prep flows that connect to flat
files via Bridge isn't supported. To enable successful Prep Conductor flow refreshes,
move the flat file to a location that is accessible by Tableau Cloud directly (Google Drive,
Box, Dropbox, etc.)

When working with Microsoft Excel files, you can use Data Interpreter to detect sub-tables in
your data as well as remove extraneous information to help prepare your data for analysis.
When you turn on Data Interpreter, it detects these sub-tables and lists them as new tables in
the Tables section of the Connections pane. You can then drag them into the Flow pane.

If you turn Data Interpreter off, these tables are removed from the Connectionspane. If these
tables are already used in the flow, this will result in flow errors from the missing data.

Note: Currently, Data Interpreter only detects sub-tables in your Excel spreadsheets and
doesn't support specifying the starting row for text files and spreadsheets. Also, tables
that Data Interpreter detected are not included in the Wildcard Union search results.

The example below shows the results of using Data Interpreter on an Excel spreadsheet in the
Connections pane. Data Interpreter detected two additional sub-tables.

Before Data Interpreter After Data Interpreter
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lables

Tables
. Use Data Interpreter

Cleaned with Data Interpre_

[ Sheetl

[T Sheetl
55 Sheetl A1Y150
=5 Sheet]l A151:Y260

To use Data Interpreter, complete the following steps:
1. Select Connect to Data then select Microsoft Excel.
Select your file and click Open.

Select the Use Data Interpreter check box.

E

Drag the new table to the Flow pane to include it in your flow. To remove the old table,
right-click the Input step for the old table and select Remove.

Connect using custom connectors

When Tableau Prep doesn't provide a built-in connector for your ODBC- and JDBC-based data,
you can use a custom connector. You can:

¢ Use a partner-built connector. For more information about connectors in the exchange,
see Use partner-built connectors on the next page.

» Use a custom connector built with the Tableau Connector SDK. The Connector
SDK provides tools to build a customized connector for ODBC- or JDBC-based data. For
more information, see Connectors Built with the Tableau Connector SDK in Tableau
Desktop help.
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Custom connectors for ODBC- and JDBC-based data are supported in Tableau Prep Builder
version 2020.4.1 and later.

For connector developers, see Run Your Connector for more information.

Some custom connectors require the installation of an additional driver. If prompted during the
connection process, follow the prompts to download and install the required driver. Custom
connector currently cannot be used with Tableau Cloud.

Use partner-built connectors

Partner-built or other custom connectors are available from the Connect pane. These
connectors are listed under Additional Connections and are also available from the Tableau
Exchange connectors page.

1. Click Connections in the left pane.

2. From the Additional Connectors section in the Connect pane, click on the connector
you want to use.

3. Click Install and Restart Tableau.

After the connector is installed, it appears in the To a Server section of the Connect pane.

Note: If you receive a warning that the connectors can’t load, install the .taco file you need
from the Tableau Exchange connectors page. If you are prompted to install the drivers, go
to Tableau Exchange for driver download instructions and locations.

Connect to published data sources

Published data sources are those you can share with others. When you want to make a data
source available to other users, you can publish it from Tableau Prep Builder (version 2019.3.1
and later) to Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud, or as output from your flow.

You can use a published data source as an input data source for your flow, whether you are
working in Tableau Prep Builder or on the web.

Note: When you publish a flow that includes a published data source as an input, the

publisher is assigned as the default flow owner. When the flow runs, it uses the flow
owner for the Run As account. For more information about the Run As account, see Run
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As Service Account. Only the Site or Server Administrator can change the flow owner in
Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud and only to themselves.

Tableau Prep Builder supports:

» Published data sources with user filters or functions starting in Tableau Prep Builder ver-
sion 2021.1.3.

¢ Connections to a single server and site. Logging into a different server or the same server
and different site isn't supported. You must use the same server or site connection to do

the following:
* Connect to the published data source.
¢ Publish flow output to Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud.
¢ Schedule the flow to run on Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud.

If your flow uses published data sources and you sign out of the server, this breaks the flow
connection. The flow will be in an error state and you won't be able to see the data from the
published data source in the profile pane or data grid.

Note: Tableau Prep Builder does not support published data sources that include multi-
dimensional (cube) data, multi-server connections, or published data sources with related
tables.

Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud supports:

¢ Published data sources with user filters or functions starting in Tableau Server and
Tableau Cloud version 2021.2.

» Creating or editing a flow on the web using a published data source (Tableau Server or
Tableau Cloud version 2020.4 and later)

» Connecting to published data sources (Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud version 2019.3
and later)

Note: Earlier versions of Tableau Server may not support all features of the published data
source.

About credentials and permissions:

¢ You must be assigned a role of Explorer or higher in the server site where you are signed
in to connect to published data sources. Only Creators can create or edit flows on the web.
For more information about site roles, see Set User's Site Roles in the Tableau Server
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help.
¢ In Tableau Prep Builder, data source access is authorized based on the identity of the
user signed into the server. You will see only the data to which you have access.

¢ In Prep web authoring (Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud), data source access is also
authorized based on the identity of the user signed into the server. You will see only the
data to which you have access.

However, when you run the flow manually or using a schedule, data source access is
authorized based on the identity of the flow owner. The last user to publish a flow
becomes the new flow owner.

 Site and Server Administrators can change the flow owner, but only to themselves.

¢ Credentials must be embedded to connect to the published data source.

Tip: If credentials aren't embedded for the data source, update the data source to include
the embedded credentials.

Using published data sources in your flow

To connect to a published data source and use it in your flow, follow the instructions for your
Tableau Prep version:

Tableau Prep Builder version 2020.2.2 and later and on the web

You can connect to published data sources and more that are stored on Tableau Server or
Tableau Cloud directly from the Connect pane. If you have the Data Management with Tableau
Catalog enabled you can also search for and connect to databases and tables and view or filter
by meta data about the data sources, such as descriptions, data quality warnings, and
certifications.

For more information about Tableau Catalog, see "About Tableau Catalog" in the Tableau
Server or Tableau Cloud Help.

1. Open Tableau Prep Builder and click the Add connection =l button.

In web authoring, from the Home page, click Create > Flow or from the Explore page,
click New > Flow. Then click Connect to Data.

2. Onthe Connect pane, under Search for Data, select Tableau Server.
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Connect

Connections |—|

Search for Data

Tableau Server

Microsoft Access

PDF file

3. Signin to connect to your server or site.

In web authoring, the Search for data dialog opens for the server you are signed into.
Starting in version 2025.3 you can also select your server authentication method
(embedded browser or default browser). For more information, see Publish a flow to
Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud.

4. Inthe Search for Data dialog, search from a list of available published data sources. Use
the filter option to filter by connection type and certified data sources.

5. Select the data source you want to use, then click Connect.

If you don't have permission to connect to a data source, the row and the Connect button
is grayed out.

Note: The Content Type drop-down isn't shown if you don't have Data

Management with Tableau Catalog enabled. Only published data sources are
shown in the list.
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Sezrch for Data

Content Type: Data Sources (2,026) -

Datz Sources

@ 1 DstabasesandFiles

Tables
[ -

B

5]
8

—eeeeeeeee——BM1 Zach wi..

DEM Pulse Shipments 2019M1 Zac...

SuperStore123

Sheetl (primary.database sample)...

Calcs (Testvi)

Passrate

4+ Workbooks

1

1

1

Live/Last Extract

Jul 15,2019, 8:59 AM

Jul15,2018, 1:22 AM

Live

Live

Aug 15,2019, 12:47 ...

Live

£ Searchfordats

Connects To

DEM Market Data 2019M1 Zach

DEM Pulse Shipments 201SM1 Z...

Sample - Superstore.xIs
primary.database sample xlsx
mysql.tsi.lan

Passrate txt

Project

Default

Default

Default

rushen

Default

Default

Owner

JohnR -

JohnR

workuser

Ruyi S

EricW

workuser

Default datasource description

6. The data source is added to the Flow pane. In the Connections pane, you can select
additional data sources or use the search option to find your data source and drag it to the
flow pane to build your flow. The Tableau Server tab in the Input pane shows details
about the published data source.

00t opmaviesLosy (E00topmovier) Defautt] Tectisaas s R e

Selectthe fields 10 inchade inyour fiow. M 100 mbke hanges to e dets, The dete source will be suened agein

Sample Vakses

@ e Fieid lase Driginal Field Name: hasges
=] ®  AgustedGross(. | Adjurted Groms {Senll]) £8257,35002, 17171
= ™ Budget (Sma) 39,0858, 75
Dats Saunce s Dapolie Dot ek gy, Trurs
G0Mmozmaniesd.cov (G00uamaies)
o = Directar Direczer Geerge Cubse,
m;,.,, Bl o« Gemew Genre avema, animaion
E % Gress(smE) Gross (femil] 400.2, 2674, 2159
= ™ itk Rpsing IMDE Rating 23,7472
(] s Mamh Mowch Decembes, August, Janusry
] = MielensFating | Mavigbens Rating FORRELISAY
= ™ Gverseas (Jmil]]  Owersess (Smil) 01.5,185.2,71
E o® G Orersemsts 0504, 0.616,0.329
= L Profie (Smi¥) Pradis [§mill) 6.3, 266 5, 1409

7. (Optional) If you have Data Management with Tableau Catalog enabled, use the Content

Type drop-down to search for databases and tables.
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Search for Data

Content Type: Data Sources (2,026) v

Data Sources
O] T Datzbasesand Files

Tables

f -V | |

- —— s

You can use the filter option in the top right corner to filter your results by connection type,
data quality warnings, and certifications.

2 Search for data

Connection Type

All A

Data Quality Warning

All zssets -

|:| Certified

Tableau Prep Builder version 2020.2.1 and earlier

1. Open Tableau Prep Builder and click the Add connection k=l button.

2. From the list of connectors, select Tableau Server.
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Connect

Connections

Microsoft Access
PDF file
Microsoft Excel
Statistical file
Tableau extract

Text file

Tableau Server
Amazon Athena
Amazon Aurora
Amazon EMR Hadoop Hive
Amazon Redshift
Apache Drill
Aster Database
zure SOL Data Warehouse
Cloudera Hadoop
Denodo
HKASOL
Google BigQuery
Google Cloud SOL
Hortonworks Hadoop Hive

IBM Biginsights

. Signin to connect to your server or site.

. Select your data source or use the search option to find your data source and drag it to the
flow pane to start your flow. The Tableau Server tab in the Input pane shows details
about the published data source.
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Connect to Virtual Connections

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2021.4.1 and later and in Tableau Server and
Tableau Cloud version 2021.4 and later. Data Management is required to use this feature.

You can connect to data using virtual connections for your flows. Virtual connections are a

sharable resource that provides a central access point to data.

Considerations when connecting to virtual connections:

» Database credentials are embedded in the virtual connection. You only need to sign into

your server to access the tables in the virtual connection.

« Data policies that apply row-level security can be included in the virtual connection. Only
tables, fields, and values you have access to are shown when working with and running
your flows.

* Row-level security in virtual connections does not apply to flow output. All users with

access to the flow output see the same data.
¢ Custom SQL and Initial SQL are not supported.

» Parameters are not supported. For more information about using parameters in your flow,

see Create and Use Parameters in Flows on page 207.

For more information about virtual connections and data policies, see the Tableau Server or
Tableau Cloud help.
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1. Open Tableau Prep Builder and click the Add connection =l button.

In web authoring, from the Home page, click Create > Flow or from the Explore page,
click New > Flow. Then click Connect to Data.

2. Onthe Connect pane, under Search for Data, select Tableau Server.

Connect

Connections |—|

Search for Data

Tableau Server

Microsoft Access

PDF file

3. Signin to connect to your server or site.

In web authoring, the Search for data dialog opens for the sever you are signed into.

4. Click Type All.

Search for Data

O search for data

Type All - Certified % More Filters ~

~ Al |

Data Sources 201
Virtual Connections 1

Databases and Files 139

Tables and Objects 161

5. Select Virtual Connections.
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Search for Data

4 SO Search for data

Virtual Connections - Certified S More Filters Clear Filters

1results

VC_Prep
& Virtual Connection
Live - Chris - default

6. Select the data source you want to use, then click Connect.

7. The data source is added to the Flow pane. In the Connections pane, you can select from
the list of tables included in the virtual connection and drag them to the flow pane to begin
your flow.

P Search -

[T FK_DimSzate

FH_DimState  3%wcs | 7 Pl

Clear the check bax taremave fields. You can stz filter your datn or change data tyses. Add a clean steg to view and clean
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Type Field Hame Original Field Hame Changes Breview

B E&E
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Note: If you see Rename operations in the Changes pane when connecting to a virtual
connection, do not remove them. Tableau Prep auto-generates these operations to map to
and display the field's user-friendly name.

Connect to Tableau data extracts

You can connect to a data extract as input to your data flow. Extracts are saved subsets of data
that you can create by using filters and configuring other limits. Extracts are saved as .hyper files.

For more information on using extracts with Tableau Prep Builder, see Save and Share Your
Work on page 397.
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Connect to data via Tableau Catalog

If you have the Data Management with Tableau Catalog enabled, you can also search for and
connect to databases, files, and tables stored on Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud.

For more information about Tableau Catalog, see "About Tableau Catalog" in the Tableau
Server or Tableau Cloud Help.

Other connection options

When you connect, you may also see the following options, depending on which connection you
choose.

Use Custom SQL to connect to data

If you know exactly the information you need from a database and understand how to write SQL
queries, you can use custom SQL queries to connect to data just like you can in Tableau
Desktop. You can use custom SQL to union your data across tables, recast fields to perform
cross-database joins, restructure or reduce the size of your data for analysis, and so on.

1. Connect to your data source, and in the Connections pane, in the Database field, select a
database.

2. Click the Custom SQL link to open the Custom SQL tab.
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Connections

®F

Custom SQL

A\ Input
Settings Custom 5QL Datz Sample Changes (0)
Database Type or paste 5QL guery here

global_superstore v

Tables

T DataServerPerflests
EH DataServerPerfTimes
FH DSMPerfTests

Y DSMPerfTimes

R Orders

EH People

R Returns

B US_Superstore (test

FH TEMPTABLE_BRIDG..

— EETEN

3. Type or paste the query into the text box and then click Run to run your query.

Tableau Software 103



Tableau Prep Help

A\ Input

Settings Custom SQL Datz Sample Changes (0)
SELECT * FROM [dbo]. [Crders)
WHERE [Orders]. [Ship Mode] = 'Standard Class!

B -

4. Add aclean step in the flow pane to see that only relevant fields from the custom SQL

query are added to your flow.

Use Initial SQL to query your connections

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.2.2 and later and when authoring flows on the

web starting in version 2020.4.1

You can specify an Initial SQL command that will run when a connection is made to a database
that supports it. For example when connecting to Amazon Redshift, you can enter a SQL
statement to apply a filter when connecting to the database just like adding filters in the Input
step. The SQL command will apply before data is sampled and loaded into Tableau Prep.

104 Tableau Software



Tableau Prep Help

Starting in Tableau Prep Builder (version 2020.1.3) and on the web, you can also include
parameters to pass application name, version and flow name data to include tracking data when
you query your data source.

Run Initial SQL

To refresh your data and run the Initial SQL command do one of the following:

e Change the Initial SQL command and refresh the Input step by re-establishing the con-

nection.
¢ Run the flow. The Initial SQL command is run before processing all of the data.
¢ Run the flow on Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud. The Initial SQL is run every time that the

flow is run as part of the data loading experience
Note: Data Management is required to run your flow on a schedule on Tableau Server or

Tableau Cloud. For more information about the Data Management, see About Data
Management.

Amazan Redshifs b4

Amazon Redshift

Imizial SOL

Servar Piar: 5435

Database:

Username:
Passward:

[ mequire 5L (racommended)
Insert -

Hide Initial SOQL
FlowwMame
Tableauvhpp
Tablesularsion

1. In the Connections pane, select a connector in the list that supports Initial SQL.
2. Click the Show Initial SQL link to expand the dialog and enter your SQL statements.
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Include parameters in your Initial SQL statement

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2020.1.3 and later and when authoring flows on the
web starting in version 2020.4.1.

You can pass the following parameters to your data source to add additional detail about your
Tableau Prep application, version and flow name. The TableauServerUser and
TableauServerUserFull parameters are not currently supported.

Parameter Description Returned value

TableauApp The application Prep Builder
being used to Prep Conductor
access your data

source.

TableauVersion The application ver- | Tableau Prep Builder: Returns the exact
sion number. version. For example 2020.4.1

Tableau Prep Conductor: Returns the major
server version where Tableau Prep Conductor is
enabled. For example 2020.4

FlowName The name of the .tfl Example: Entertainment Data_Cleaned
file in Tableau Prep
Builder

Configure your Data Set

Note: Starting in version 2020.4.1, you can now create and edit flows in Tableau Server
and Tableau Cloud. The content in this topic applies to all platforms, unless noted. For
more information about authoring flows on the web, see Tableau Prep on the Web in the
Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud help.

To determine how much of your data set to work with in the flow, you can configure your data

set. When you connect to your data or drag tables into the Flow pane, an Input step is
automatically added to the flow.
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The Input step is where you can decide what and how much data to include in your flow. This is

always the first step in the flow.

If you're connected to an Excel or text file, you can also refresh the data from the Input step. For

more information, see Add More Data in the Input Step on page 128.

In the Input step, you can:

Right-click or Cmd-click (MacOS) on the Input step in the flow pane to rename or remove it.
Union multiple files in the same parent or child directory. For more information, see Union
files and database tables in the Input step on page 132.

(version 2023.1 and later) Include automatically generated row numbers based on the ori-
ginal sort order of your data set. See Include row numbers from your data set below.
Search for fields.

See a preview of field values.

Configure the field properties by changing the field name or configure the text settings for
text files.

Note: Field values that include square brackets are automatically converted to
parentheses.

Configure the data sample ingested into your flow. See Set your data sample size on
page 123.

Remove fields you don't need. You can always go back to the input step and include them
later.

Hide fields that you don't need to clean, but still want to include in your flow output. You can
unhide them at any time if you need them.

Apply filters to selected fields.

Change the field data type for the data connections that support it.

(version 2023.3 and later) You can set the header and start row for CSV files.

(version 2024.1 and later) You can set the header and start row for Excel files.

Include row numbers from your data set

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2023.1 and later and on the web for Microsoft Excel

and text (.csv) files.

Note: This option isn’t currently supported for files included in an input union.
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Starting in version 2023.1, Tableau Prep automatically generates row numbers based on the
original sort order of your data that you can include as a new field in your flow. This is available
for Microsoft Excel or Text (.csv) file types only.

In previous releases, if you wanted to include these row numbers, you had to manually add them
to the source before adding the data set to your flow.

This field is generated in the Input step when you connect to your data. By default, it’s excluded
from the flow, but you can include it in one click. If you choose to include it, it behaves like any
other field and can be used in your flow operations and calculated fields.

Tableau Prep also supports the ROW_NUMBER function for calculated fields. This function is
useful when there are fields in your data set that can define the sort, such as Row ID or
Timestamp. For more information about using this function, see Create Level of Detail, Rank,
and Tile Calculations on page 295.

Add the Source Row Number field to your flow

1. Right-click or Cmd-click (MacOS) on the field, or click the More options - menu and

select Include Field.

Data Preview:

(;' 3 Recommendations E| Field List £ Search w

Preview Orders(West) 42 fields
# G # Abc E% =)
1 SotreceRow.. (D - RowlD Order ID Order Date Ship Date
2 - |2 Include Field CA-2015-100363 04/08/2015, 12:00:00 ... 04/15/201: =
3 | -~ |2 3,837 CA-2015-100363 04/08/2015, 12:00-00... 04/15/201.
4 | - |3 3,836 CA-2015-100363 04/08/2015, 12:00-00... 04/15/201.
5| - |4 3,837 CA-2015-100363 04/08/2015, 12:00-00... 04/15/201
Field List:
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(;' 3 Recommendations % Data Preview @ Field List £ Search -

Orders (West)

@ Remove fields you don't need and add filters to limit the data included in your flow. This can improve performance.

For more cleaning options or to view your data, add a Clean Step.

Fields included: 21 of 42
Type Field Name Changes Preview
| # | Sourcerompmber © I = (223 -
4 Row D nclude Field
Abc Order ID CA-2015-100363

=) PSR . nAMAr2015 12:00:00 AR

The change list is cleared, the field is now part of the flow data, and you can see the
generated row numbers in subsequent flow steps.

Source Row Number details

When you include the Source Row Number in your data set, the following options and

considerations apply.

The data source row numbers are applied before any data sampling or filters.

This creates a new field called Source Row Number that persists throughout the flow.
This field name isn't localized, but can be renamed at any time.

If a field with this name already exists, the new field name is incremented by 1. For
example Source Row Number-1, Source Row Number-2, and so on.

You can change the field's data type in subsequent steps.

You can use this field in flow operations and calculations.

This value is regenerated for the whole data set each time the input data is refreshed or the
flow is run.

This field isn’t available for input unions.

Set header and data start row

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2023.3 and later and on the web for text (.csv) files

and in version 2024.1 and later for Excel (.xIs) files.

You can set a specific row as a field header row and the row on which the data starts for Excel

and text (.csv) files.

When connecting to Excel or text files, a common scenario is that the files are formatted with

meta-information in the first few rows to make them human readable. By default, Tableau Prep
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interprets the first rows of CSV files as the field header row. Excel files are interpreted based on
field types and empty rows. Tableau Prep may select a row as the header or notinclude a
header row.

For example, from the following files, STORE DETAILS is interpreted the header row.

You can exclude the metadata information (1) and provide the correct schema structure for your
data by setting row 3 as the header (2) and row 4 as the row for the data to start.

CSVfiles:

File Edit _Format View

COSMETICS| 4113|3861 | -252|420| -672|33384.5| 31670| -1714.5| 3314, 5] 5029 | 827|791 | 36
ELECTRICAL|1077]1125|48]157|-1089| 21570, 38| 21623. 03] 52,65 2205, 93| -2153. 28] 234| 225|9
ENTERTAINMENT | 2447 2612|165 | 378 -213|17528.97| 18551, 52| 1622, 551 2750, 75| -1728. 2| 384| 346| 38
HEALTH & BEAUTY|39327|35996 | -3331|2215| -5546| 214142.93| 199527 61| -14615. 32| 12256 | - 26871. 32| 3404| 3238|166
HOME |4222| 4052|170 241| -411| 37888 22| 36811.66] -1076, 56| 2242, 38| -3318.94| 568|522 | 46
HOMESHOP | 812| 758 -54| 32| -86 | 1668.95 | 1547.95] -121] 72| -193] 69| 67| 2
KIDS SHOP| 6367|6118 -257|377| -634|18142.76|17250.93| -891.83|820. 22| -1712.05| 416|481 |15
LEISURE | 747 | 725| -22| 64| -86| 4440, 86 4268 .48 -172, 38| 312. 84| -485.22|101|94]7
MAJOR ELECTRICAL|2|@|a|ela|ala|alelalelala
MENSWEAR|117| 67| -5@@] -50] 1065.5]616| -449. 5|8 -449.5]15| 185
MOBILES & ACC|132|146|14)28|-14|130,68|144,54|13.86|27,72| -13.86]14(15( -1

¥ SENIOR MGR|530]506]-24] 32| -56]3058.3[2945.1|-113.2]155.9] -269.1] 26| 24| 2

32l11lalz

Excel files:

4 CHILDRENSWEARI19I5I-14|31-17145.5|9.25|-36.2515.5/-41.75/815/3

5 COSMETICS|4113|3861]-252/420|-672|33384.5/31670]-1714.5/3314 5/-5029|827|791|36

&  ELECTRICAL[1077]1125|48|157]-109|21570.38|21623 03|52 65/2205.93|-2153.28/234|225/9

7 ENTERTAINMENT|2447|2612(165]378/-213]17528.97118551.52|1022.5512750.75|-1728.2|3841346|38
8 HEALTH & BEAUTY|39327|35996|-3331|2215-5546/214142 93199527 61/-14615.32|12256]-26871.32|3404|3238/166
9 HOME|4222/4052|-170/241]-411|37888.22|36811.66|-1076.56|2242 38|-3318.94|568|522|46

0 HOMESHOPI812|758]-54|32|-86/1668.95]1547 95]-12172|-193|69(67|2

11 KIDS SHOP|6367|6110/-257|377|-634/18142.76/17250 93/-891.83/820 22|-1712.05/416/401|15

12 LEISURE|T4T|7251-22164-86/4440 86|4268 48-172.38/312 84/-485.221101194/7

12 MAJOR ELECTRICAL|O0[0|010(001010/010101010

14 MENSWEARI117|671-5010|-5011085.5/616]-449 5[0]-449.5[15]1015

15 MOBILES & ACC|132|146(14|28/-14/130.68]144.54|13.86/27.72]-13.86[14/15]-1

16 PHARMACY SENIOR MGRI530|506]-24/32|-56/3058 3/2945 1|-113.2155.9]-269.1/26/24/2

17 POSTAGE STAMPS|395/216|-179|89-268|2254|1362 44]-891.56/588.76|-1480 321147

For example, the following shows the default settings for the row header and start row:

Input 15 fields ¥ Filter Values... Q 3Recommendations | B Data Preview| B Ficidlist| | 2 Search v
Settings Tables Dats Samale Changes 1] Preview RGISSTOREOOOS 1S fielcs

Header Optians. ° - [ * -
() Generate header (ex. F1 F2,F3) 1 Sewreeftoetn . () STOREDETALS Bath 0005 3
(®) Sezheader 2 MANAGER_TYPE_STA..  mull mul
Header snd Data Start Row N 3 code_desc rll null
Header row 4 CHILDREMSWEAR 13 5

- 5 COSMETKS 4113 3,861
Data start row

. = 3 5 ELECTRICAL 1077 1125

7 & ENTERTAINMENT 2447 2612
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The following shows the data with the metadata excluded:

Input 15 fields T Filter Values... Y 3Becommendations | B Data Preview | () Field List

Settings Tables #2a Samcle srge Praview RGISSTOREQDOS 15 fields

Header and Data Start Row

Note: The Data Preview doesn’t reflect changes to data sample settings.

Configure the header and start row

Using the Data Preview input view, you can visually inspect the schema structure of your data
and set header and start rows to exclude metadata from the input source data.

You can set the data start row to any value that’s higher than the header row value. By default,
Tableau Prep sets the data start row to the next consecutive number after the header row. Any
rows between the header row and data start row are ignored.

Note: Data Preview and Data interpreter are mutually exclusive. Data Interpreter only
detects sub-tables in your Excel spreadsheets and doesn't support specifying the starting
row for text files and spreadsheets.

1. Select the input step.
2. From the toolbar, click the Data Preview input view.

3. Onthe row that you want to set as the header, click the More options - menu and select

Set as header.

4. On the row that you want to set as the data start row, click the More options - menu and

select Set as data start. By default, the data start row is set to the next consecutive row
number.
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Q 3 Recommendations E Field List £ Search hd

Preview RGISSTOREOQOQS 15 fields

# [ Abc # L
1 Sovreefowte. (D  STOREDETAILS Bath 0005 F3
2 | -~ |2 MANAGER_TYPE_STA..  null null =
3 . 2 code_desc null null
4 [N 3 CHILDRENSWEAR 19 5
5 | ISR COSMETICS 4,113 3,861
g | Setasdatastart ELECTRICAL 1,077 1,125
7 | |6 ENTERTAINMENT 2,447 2,612
a - - HELITH & REALITY 349 3227 3L qas

The Header Options menu displays the header row and the row number for the Data start
row. Optionally, you can set the header and start row directly in the Header Options
dialog.

Header Options

(O Generate header (ex. F1, F2, F3)

=
(®) Setheader

Header and Data Start Row
Header row

3 .
Data start row

4

Multiple schema in a single file

If a single file includes multiple data sources, you can create an additional input step by
connecting to the same data source, then set the header and data start rows for the second data
source. For example, the following file contains a data source starting on line number 3 (1) with a
different, separate second schema starting on row number 28 (2).
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File Edt Format View Help

STORE DETAILS|Bath 8005

MAMAGER_TYPE_START

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm
LR 5 o4

cmmspmmsu -252|420| s?z|5m4 s[mm -1714. s|3_m 5] -5829|827| 79136
ELECTRICAL|1077|1125]48]157] -109| 21570, 38| 21623.83| 52. 65]2205. 93| -2153. 28| 234] 2259
EWTERTAINMENT | 2447| 2612 165] 378| - 213| 17528, 97| 18551.52| 1822.55| 2750, 75| - 1728, 2| 384| 345| 38
HEALTH & BEAUTY|3932735996] -3331|2215|-5546| 214142, 93199527, 61| - 14615, 32| 12256 - 26871, 32| 3404 3238|166
HOME | 4222|4052 ] -170] 241 -411| 37888, 22| 36811. 66| -1076. 56| 2242, 38| - 3318, 04| 568 | 522 |46
HOMESHOP | 812|758 | -54| 32| -86| 1668, 95| 1547, 95| -121| 72 -193]69] 67| 2
KIDS SHOP|6367]6118] -257|377| -634|18142.76|17250. 93] -891.83| 820.22| -1712.85| 416|401 15
LETSURE| 747|725 - 22| 64| - 86| 4440. 86| 4268.48 | -172. 38| 312.84| -485.22| 101|94|7
MAJOR ELECTRICAL|o|@|e|e|e|e|e|e|e|e|e|o|e
MENSWEAR | 11767 -58] 8] -58] 1065. 5616 -449.5] @] -449.5]15]18]5
MOBILES & ACC|132]146]1428] -14|130.68|144.54]13.86]27.72] -13.86]14]15] -1
PHARMACY SENIOR MGR|53@|586|-24|32|-56|3058.3|2945.1] -113.2]155.9| -269.1| 26| 24| 2
POSTAGE STAMPS|395|216] -179| 89] - 268 2258| 1362. 44| -891, 56| 588.76 | -1480. 32| 11]4]7
SEASONAL | 2323|1895 | -428] 158| -586 7922 . 48| 6632.95| -1289.53|392. 07| -1681.6|170|152| 18
SMRTEXS & CRRIER BGS|13615]13009|-15]0]-15]3984.5]|3900|-4.5]8|-4.5|1]1]@
SPIRITS/FORTFD WINES|5559)5341] -21892|-310|113019. 77| 109642.16| - 3377, 61| 1429. 5| -4807.11| 369 356 |13
STATIONERY| 2914|2857| -57| 319 -376| 9752, 28| 9325 . 84| -426. 44| 814, 64| -1241. 88| 262 245]17
TOBACCO SR MANAGER|6830.73|6764|733.27| 1565 -831. 73| 54883.92| 64525.05| 10441 .13|15902.03 | -5460.9| 367 348|19
TOYS | 871|782 | -89]9@] -179| 586655574151 -125.84| 915, 63| -1040. 67]128[135| -7
WINES | 14140 14154]14] 345 -331 | 116091 .88 116070 .85 | - 21.03| 2268. 6| -2289.63 | 624|613 |11
WOMENSWEAR | 535 438| -105| 59] -164| 3172.8|2393.5 .779.3| 240.5 -1019. 868 32| 36
MANAGER,_TYPE_STOP
SUBCAT_COUNT_START
FETAGEER Y Eors [T Ed TP T TIR T,
e

CLOSED VAPE|88]69]19
GARDENING |66 47|19
VITS MINRLS & SUPP|224]205]19
TOOTHPASTE| 87177 |10

FRAGRANCE| 115]105] 16

HOME COLRNTS/PERMS|196]187]9
COMDITIONERS |177]169(8

KIDS DINNERWARE|56]48]8
MAILCARE & LASHES|85]77|8
MAX_FACTOR COSMETICS|261|253(8

1] o @®

RasEToRgS0E

100%%
RESSTOREN0N
Input 15 fields W Filter Values... O Search
Settings Tables Data Samgple Changes (1) RGISSTOREODNS 2
Connection Details
@ Remove fields you don't need srd 8dd filters to limit the data included in your Flow. This can
Test flle formance. For mare cleaning o To view your dats, add o Clean Stec.
File
C\Usars|artnurs)Devinlonds|RGISSTOREDDS esv T e
oo ] Type  Field Name Changes Preview
[Bome ] ) ps———— & 523
. RIMMEL COSMETICS, CLO.
Feeld Names and Start Row be | code-desc
O Generate header (ex F1, F2,F3) S GE o il
@) Sex header # egis_lines £83,69.47
L,
Field Names and Start Row P S
Header o # 5 nall
28 > * e aull
Data start row . il
= ™ il
F=] =
At g nall

For this type of data source, follow these steps.

1. Select the first input step.
2. From the toolbar, click the Data Preview input view.

3. Onthe row that you want to set as the header, click the More options - menu and select

Set as header.
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4. On the row that you want to set as the data start row, click the More options -+ and
select Set as data start. By default, the data start row is set to the next consecutive row
number.

5. Select the next input step.

6. Repeat the steps above for setting the header and start row for additional data sources.

Settings Takle Data Sample B LL RGISSTOREMDOS 2

Field Names and Start Row

28 = .

Any rows between the header row and data start row are ignored.

Union multiple tables
Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2024.1 and later and on the web for text (.csv) files.

You can union multiple tables from data sources that have the same schema structure and
metadata row.

1. Connect to the files and select the first input step.
2. From the toolbar, click the Data Preview input view.

3. Onthe row that you want to set as the header, click the More options - and select Set

as header.

4. On the row that you want to set as the data start row, click the More options - and

select Set as data start.
5. Click the Tables tab and select Union multiple tables.
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Input 5 fixlds W Filter Valoes. s | B Data Preview| (=] Field List D Sesrch
Tables Preview filel Stields

+ Source * G o# =
() Single rable 4 i mame age

() Unian multiple tables 5 1 John Smith 32

L] 2 Sarsh Johnson i

CVSFiles v 7 3 3 Michsel Brown 45

[ Inchude subfoaders L] 4 Lisa Dvis 3%

] g L Danid Wilsan L2

~ File Filters ()

Ho filters: all files included

Included Tables (4)

6. Click Apply to union the files and maintain the header and row selection for all the files in
the input union. This assumes that the file structure and schema across input unioned files

is the same.

Connect to a custom SQL query

If your database supports using custom SQL, you see Custom SQL displayed near the bottom of
the Connections pane. Double-click Custom SQL to open the Custom SQL tab where you can
enter queries to preselect data and use source-specific operations. After the query retrieves the
data set, you can select the fields to include, apply filters, or change the data type before adding

the data to your flow.

it ) Cuu Samale b Combom 50, O T Bk Vnlo

i T ok B 53 i Mot Wous ThA BT s T B4 CHAROH A Tyibt Rl BOM SR ITER D

W B T TR

M Cmpres (amanis
[ R

M Employeet

Lol
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For more information about using custom SQL, see Use Custom SQL to connect to data on
page 102.

Apply cleaning operations in an input step

Only some cleaning operations are available in an Input step. You can make any of the following
changes in the Input field list. Your changes are tracked in the Changes pane and annotations
are added to the left of the Input step in the Flow pane and in the Input field list.

* Hide Field: Hide fields instead of removing them to reduce clutter in your flow. You can
always unhide them if you need them. Hidden fields will still be included in your output
when you run your flow.

¢ Filter: Use the calculation editor to filter values or starting in version 2023.1, you can also
use the Relative Date Filter dialog to quickly specify date ranges for any date or date &
time fields.

¢ Rename Field: In the Field Name field, double-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) on the field
name and enter a new field name.

¢ Change Data Type: Click the data type for the field and select a new data type from the
menu. This option is currently supported for Microsoft Excel, text and PDF files, Box, Drop-
box, Google Drive, and OneDrive data sources. All other data sources can be changed in
a clean step.

Select fields to include in the flow

Note: Starting in version 2023.1 you can select multiple fields to hide, unhide, remove, or
include them. In previous releases, you can work with one field at a time and select or
clear the check boxes to include or remove fields.

The Input pane shows you a list of fields in your data set. By default all fields are included
except the auto-generated field, Source Row Number. Use either the Data Preview or List view
to manage your fields.

¢ Search: Find fields.
¢ Hide Fields: Hide fields that you want to include in your flow output, but don't need to
clean.

’ In the Field List, click the eye % icon or select Hide Fields from the More options

menu.
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¢ Inthe Data Preview, select Hide Fields from the More options - menu.

Fields are processed by the flow during run time. You can also Unhide fields anytime if you
need them. For more information, see Hide fields.
¢ Include fields: Add fields to your flow that have been marked as removed.
¢ Inthe Field List, select one or more rows and right-click, Cmd-click (MacOS), or click

the More options -~ menu and select Include Fields to add back fields that are
marked as removed.

In the Data Preview, click the More options - menu on the field you want to

include in your flow and select Include Field.
¢« Remove Fields:
¢ Inthe Field List, select one or more rows and right-click, Cmd-click (MacOS), click

the "X", or click the More options - menu and select Remove Fields to remove
fields that you don't want to include in the flow.

In the Data Preview, click the More options - menu on the field that you want to

remove and select Remove Field.

Apply filters to fields in the Input step

Apply filters in the input step to reduce the amount of data that you ingest from your data sources.
You can gain interactive performance efficiency and a more useful data sample by eliminating the
data you don't want to process when you run the flow.

In the input step you can apply filters using the Calculation Editor. Starting in version 2023.1, you
can also use the Relative Date Filter dialog to specify an exact date range of values to include
for date and date & time field types. For more information, see "Relative Date filter" in Filter Your
Data on page 177.

You can use other filter options in the Clean step or other step types. For more information, see
Filter Your Data on page 177

Apply a calculation filter

1. Inthe toolbar click Filter Values. Use one of the following methods to filter your data:

In the Field List, click the More options ‘- menu from the name of the field and

select Filter > Calculation ....
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O 3 Recommendations B Data Preview | = Field List £ Search hd

RGISSTOREQOOS

@ Remove fields you don’t need and add filters to limit the data included in your flow. This can
improve performance. For more cleaning options or to view your data, add a Clean Step.

Fields included: 15 of 15

Type Field Name Changes Preview
#  Source Row Number (1) sl g =
‘ Abe | code_desc | | CHILDRENSWEAR. COSMETICS, ELE...

Filter > Calculation...

# rss_unit
Rename Field

# rgis_unit 5

4 unit: disc Hide Field
Remaove Field

i pos_units S

In the Data Preview, click the More options - menu from the name of the field

and select Filter > Calculation ....

QO 3Recommendations E Field List £ Search i
Preview RGISSTOREQOOS 15fields

#* Abe ## #*
3 Source Row Mu... () code_d... L T rss_unit rgis_unit
4| - |1 CHILDRENSWEAR Filter » Calculation...

Rename Field

5| |2 COSMETICS 3,861
6 | |3 ELECTRICAL Hide Field 1,125
7| |4 ENTERTAINMENT = emoveField 2 612

2. Enter your filter criteria in the calculation editor.
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Add Filter x
tis attraturn g beslean valve  Rafarance
jment]e “Consumer” Al »  ABS[number)
b £ Seareh Returns the sbaolute valus of the
I AES - given number,
ALOS
aND Example: ABS(-7)}=7

AR
ASCH
¢ ASIN
ATAN
ATANZ |
ANG
CASE
CEILING
CHAR
CONTAINGS
cos 1
coT - |

Calcvstionisvalid ~ .

Apply a relative date filter

1. Select a field with a data type of Date or Date & Time. and use one of the following meth-
ods to apply a relative date filter.

* Inthe Field List, right-click, Cmd-click (MacOS), or click the More options - menu

from the Field Name column and select Filter > Relative Dates.

In the Data Preview, click the More options - menu from the field, and select Fil-

ter > Relative Dates.

QO 3 Recommendations |% Data Preview| = Field List

Preview Orders_East 22 fields

E Abc
1 Order ... L T Order 1D
2 07/16/2018 Filter r Calculation...

. Fename Field  Relative Dates...
3 | 09/17/2016

4  09/17/2016 Hide Field 630
FRemove Fisld

5  07/06/2018 1303

6 01/02/2016 CA-2016-146262
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2. Inthe Relative Date Filter dialog, specify the exact range of years, quarters, months,
weeks, or days that you want to include in your flow. You can also configure an anchor
relative to a specific date, and include null values.

Note: By default, the filter operates relative to the date that the flow is run or
previewed within the authoring experience.

Relative Date Filter pd

]
'.I!
1A

i
it}
1
L
L
m
L

Select z date range.
Y .
I_J Previous year

() This year

() Nextvear

=

P
W/ Last YESFS

L Mext 3 YESFS

P
() Yeartodate

Options
|:| Anchor relative to

|:| nclude null values

Change field names
Use one of the following methods to change the name of a field.

An annotation is added in the field grid and in the flow pane to the left of the Input step. Your
changes are also tracked in the Changes pane.

¢ Inthe Field List, select a field from the Field Name column and click Rename Field. Type
the new name in the field.
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O 3Recommendations  [EE Data Preview | = Field List £ Search

Orders_East

@ Remove fields you don't need and add filters to limit the data included in your flow. This can improve performance.

For more cleaning options or to view your data, add a Clean Step.

Fields included: 21 of 22
Type Field Name
+#

Abc Category
Abe City

Abc Country

Abe Customer ID

Abe Customer Name

Changes
E

Filter

Rename Field

Hide Field

| #* |Dismunt

Remove Field

Preview

Furniture, Office Supplies
Philadelphia
=
>

-21520

gan, Tracy Blumstein

¢ Inthe Data Preview, select a field and click Rename Field. Type the new name in the field.

O 3 Recommendations =] Field List P Search

Preview Orders_East 22fields

# G

Change data types

Currently supported for Microsoft Excel, text and PDF files, Box, Dropbox, Google Drive, and

Abe

Catego... b
Furniture
Office Supplies
Office Supplies
Office Supplies

Technology

Abc Abc
City Country

Filter » United States

Rename Field
United States

Hide Field United States
Remove Field

United States

Medina United States

OneDrive data sources. All other data sources can be changed in a clean step.

Note: The data type for Source Row Number (version 2023.1 and later) can only be
changed in a Clean step or other step type.

To change the data type of a field, do the following:
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1.
2. Select the new data type from the menu.

Click the data type for the field.

¢ Data Preview:

Q 3 Recommendations % Field List

Preview Orders_East 22 fields

# G Abe |§| Abc
1 | SomreeRowrdin. @ # Number (decimal) ¥
3 # Number (whole) Jadelphia
E% Date & Time
3 5 By Date lacelphiz
4 3 ¥ Abc String - default ladelphia
¢ Field View:

Orders_Central

(@ Remove fields you don't need and &

For more cleaning options or to vies

Fields included: 25 of 25

Type Field Name
#* Source Row Number ()
= Row 1D

Abc Order 1D

L bc |Ship|‘l."|u:n:|e

#  Number (decimal)
#  Mumber (whole)
BE% Date & Time
B Date

o Abc String - default

P Search

Abe

Country
United States
United States

United States

Tableau Prep Help

Abc
Customer ID
SF-20065

TB-21520

TB-21520

You can also change the data type for fields in other step types in the flow or assign data

roles to help validate your field values. For more information about changing your data
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type or using data roles, see Review the data types assigned to your data on page 165
and Use Data Roles to Validate your Data on page 192.

Configure field properties

When you work with text files, you see a Settings tab where you can edit your connection and
configure text properties, such as the field separator for text files. You can also edit the file
connection in the Connections pane or configure incremental refresh settings. For more
information about setting up incremental refresh for your flow, see Refresh Flow Data Using
Incremental Refresh on page 435.

When you work with text or Excel files, you can correct data types that have been inferred
incorrectly before you even start your flow. Data types can always be changed in subsequent
steps in the Profile pane after you start your flow.

Configure text settings in text files
To change the settings used to parse text files, select from the following options:

 First line contains header (default): Select this option to use the first row as the field
labels.

¢ Generate field names automatically: Select this option if you want Tableau Prep Builder
to auto-generate the field headers. The field naming convention follows the same model as
Tableau Desktop. For example F1, F2, and so on.

¢ Field Separator: Select a character from the list to use to separate the columns. Select
Other to enter a custom character.

+ Text Qualifier: Select the character that encloses the values in the file.
e Character Set: Select the character set that describes the text file encoding.

¢ Locale: Select the locale to use to parse the file. This setting indicates which decimal and
thousand separator to use.

Set your data sample size

Stratified row selection is supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2023.3 and later.

Tableau Prep determines the maximum number of rows required to effectively explore and
prepare data for a representative sample of your data set by default. Based on the Tableau Prep
sample algorithm, the more fields that are in your input data, the smaller the number of rows
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allowed. When data is sampled, the resulting sample may include all the rows you need—or not,
depending on how the sample was calculated and returned. For example, by default, Tableau
Prep uses the Quick select method to sample data. Using this method, the top rows are loaded
and if your data set is large and the data is structured chronologically, you might see your
earliest data sampled, but not a complete representation of all the data. If you don't see the data
that you expect, you can change the data sample settings to run the query again.

When creating or editing flows using Web Authoring, the maximum number of rows that a user
can select when using large data sets is configured by the administrator. For more information,
see Sample data and processing limits in the Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud help.

Preparing your data for sampling

If you know that certain values aren’t required for your analysis, remove the fields in the Input
step so that the data isn't included when you author or run your flow.

If you have a large data set that triggers sampling, removing fields in the Input step increases the
number of rows that Tableau Prep loads. When sampling isn’t applied, removing fields in the
Input step reduces the data volume that Tableau Prep loads.

After you’ve removed unnecessary fields and values from the data set, you can change the
amount of data loaded for sampling or the sample method.

Changing the data sample settings

Sample data helps with the interactive experience and makes editing the flow more efficient
compared to profiling all the data and applying changes to larger data sets as you're working. All
data is used when you run the flow. Any changes you make in the sample section apply to the
current flow.

To validate your data after cleaning and shaping, run the flow and view the output in Tableau
Desktop.

Note: Run the full flow rather than “view sample in Tableau Desktop” so you can see the

entirety of your data. If you see unexpected or incorrect values that weren’t in the sample,
you can go back into Tableau Prep to address this.
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1. Remove unnecessary fields and values from the data set.
2. Select an Input step, then click the Data Sample tab.

o —

ghabal_werid_L... Clean 1
Input 28 fields 5 Filter Values...
Settings Tables Data Sample Changes (0)

To optimize performance, only a sample of your data set may be included in the flow. Flow
operations are applied to the full data set when the flow is run.Learn More

Number of Rows

(®) Autematic (7) (recommended)

Autamatically selects the aptimal number of rows.

() Specity (D)
Mumber of rows

) Maximum (slower)
Returns as many rows as possible. Some limits may apply.

Row Selection

(®) Quick select (faster)
Selects cached or first rows.

() Random (slower)
Randomly selects rows.

() Stratified
Selects N rows distributed across each unigque value in a selected field.

3. Select the number of rows that you want to load for data sampling. The number of rows you
choose has an effect on performance.
¢ Automatic: (default) loads data quickly and automatically calculates the number of
rows so that there’s enough data for a sample. The number of rows loaded is equal
to or less than 393,216.

» Specify: typically used to load a small number of rows so that you can understand
the structure of the data and have fast load times. Specify a number of rows less
than 1 million.
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Note: In Web authoring: The maximum number of rows that a user can
select when using large data sets is configured by the administrator. As a
user, you can select the number of rows up to that limit.

¢ Maximum: loads as much data as possible for row selection that is equal to or less
than 1,048,576. Ensure that you have the High-Performance Requirements for
large data sets.

4. Select the method to use for the number of rows returned for sampling. Performance can
be affected when Random or Stratified are chosen.

Note: Row selection is only supported if your input data source supports random
sampling. If your data source doesn’t support random sampling, the default method
of Quick Select is used.

¢ Quick Select: (default) samples data based on performance as the rows are
returned as quickly as possible. Some rows may not be included in the sample.
The rows used for sampling might be the first N number of rows or the rows that the
database had cached in memory from a previous query. While this is almost
always a faster result than random sampling, it can return a biased sample (such
as data for only one year rather than all years present in the data, if the records are
sorted chronologically).

¢ Random: allows you to sample a large data set and return a general
representation of the entire selection of rows. Tableau Prep returns random rows
based on all of the selected rows loaded. This option can affect performance when
the data is first retrieved.

» Stratified: allows you to group by a specified field and then sample data within
each subgroup. Prep returns the requested number of rows distributed across the
selected field for grouping as equally as possible. In some cases, based on the
data source, this can result in some values for the field having more rows than oth-
ers.

Examples

These examples are based on the global world indicators data set included with Tableau
Prep. The first sample uses Automatic for the number of rows and Random for the
sample method or the number of rows to return for sampling.
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Numbser of Rows

(*) Automatic (T} (recommended)
Automatically selects the optimal number of rows.

() Spacity (O

Number of rows

() Maximum (slower)
Returns as many rows as possible. Some limits may apply.

Row Selection

() Quick select (faster)
Selects cached or first rows.

(*) Random (slower)
Randomly selects rows.

() Stratified
Selects N rows distributed across each unigue value in a selected field.

With these values selected, 3 K rows are selected at random and used to represent the
entire data set.

Cleanl 28 fiolds 3K rows W Filter Values... [ Rename Flalds... 2 3Recommendations E ME £ Searh
»
+# T # ey 9 axe #
= BirthRate < Population Total x Country/Regien ©0¢ COZ Emissions 2« Health Exp/Capita 1~
I
O —— 0 [E— aghanistan el | —
| -
003 — Albania 10029 H
— 400,000,000 1,000
006 4 Algaria 1005 H
Amarican Samaa 1008 2500 1
800,000,000 = N w000 :
Angala 10052 o
1,200,000,000 !
Antigua and Barbuda 100560 5,500 :
Argentina 101415 2.000-
Armenia 1016 T
Aruba 10161 8,500 !
Australia 0176 10,000
Austria 019

The second sample uses Specify for the number of rows and Stratified for the sample
method. The specified number of rows is set to a value of 7 and the Birth Rate field used
for grouping.
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Number of Rows

() Automatic (7) (recommended)
Automatically selects the optimal number of rows.

(%) Specify (O
Number of rows 7

() Maximum (slower)
Returns as many rows as possible. Some limits may apply.

Mow Setection

() Quick select (faster)
Selects cached oF fiFrst Fows.

() Ramdom (siower)
Randomly sabects rows.

(®) Stratified
Selects N rows distributed soross each LanEgLee valuin b selected field,
Fleld
Birth Rate -

The new sample values show a unified distribution of 7 rows of unique values across all

fields.
Cleam1 28 fields 7 rows Y FiitervValues.. - Q) GRecommendations EI’I" [ 2 Search
»
# v % At ™ #
I mirthRate Pepulation Total Country/Regien €02 Emigsions Health Exp/Capita
S
5
=
0.02 1.755,375 Algeria 1041 7
0,027 6,674,286 Angola 1617 12
0,081 6,949,366 Benin 301 15
0,082 11,607,944 Botswana 3432 2
0,043 13,924,930 Burkina Faso 4276 26
0,046 15,927,713 Burundi 87931 &0
0.05 31,719,449 Camarcon 9542 152

Add More Data in the Input Step

Note: Starting in version 2020.4.1, you can now create and edit flows in Tableau Server
and Tableau Cloud. The content in this topic applies to all platforms, unless specifically
noted. For more information about authoring flows on the web, see Tableau Prep on the
Web in the Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud help.
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After you connect to your data sources and begin to build your flow you may want to refresh your
data connections as new data comes in. You can also join or union data sets in the input step to
make working with larger data sources more efficient.

Refresh input step data or change your connection

If data changes in your input files or tables after you begin working with your flow, you can refresh
the Input step to bring in the new data or you can easily change and update individual input step
connections without breaking your flow.

Refresh your data source
Applies to file types. Not yet supported on the web.

Do one of the following:

 Inthe flow pane, right-click the Input step you want to refresh and select Refresh from the
menu.

@
9
Refrazh I}

Rename

Add Description

Edit Color 3

Copy
Save Steps as Flow #

Remove

¢ In the flow pane on the top menu, click the Refresh button to refresh all Input steps. To
refresh a single Input step, click the drop-down arrow next to the refresh button and select
the Input step from the list.

{-%|D-:}

Replace your data source

Applies to file types, data sources and extracts in Tableau Prep Builder and on the web.
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Refresh your data source by editing individual input connections or replacing individual flow data

sources with a different data source.

Edit the connection

Use this option to easily refresh your credentials or replace the data source with the same data

source type.

Note: To maintain performance, Tableau Prep samples large data sets. If your data is
sampled, you may or may not see your new data in the profile pane. You can change the
settings for how your data is sampled in the Data Sample tab in the Input step, but it may
impact performance. For more information about setting your data sample size, see Set
your data sample size on page 123.

1. Inthe Connections pane, right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) on the data source and select
Edit.

2. Re-establish your connection by signing into the database or re-selecting the file or
Tableau extract.

Replace the input connection

Easily replace an existing data source in your flow with any new data source without breaking
the flow connection. Depending on your Tableau Prep version, you can drag and drop a new
data source over your old data source or manually disconnect and reconnect your data source.

Drag and drop to replace the input connection (version 20224. and later)

1. From the Connections pane, drag the new table to the flow pane on top of the input step
you want to replace and drop it on the Replace option.
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= Unien .

|
Raplace gﬁﬂ_@h Jain

@

W
—

Remeve Nulls

2. Reconfigure any settings and fix any error as needed.

Manually disconnect and reconnect an input data source (ver-

Input

Settings Tables

Connection Details
Text file

File

C\Users\eross\Documents\My Tatbleau Prep
Repository\Datasources\Orders_South.cev

Text Options
(®) First lina contains headar
O Generate field names automatically

Field Separator
Comma -

Text Qualifier

Auzomatic -

Data Sample

Changes (0}

Orders_South 21 fizids

£ Search

Y Filter Values..

(@ Rarmeva fislds you don't naad and add filtars o limit the data ineluded in your flew, This zan

imprave p

Fields selected- 21 of 21

7 Type FieldName
#  Soles

i} Quantizy
#  Profic

7] #  Diseount

Abc  Region

D ER
"

Stace
#  RowlD
i} abc OrderlD
B,  OrderDate
i} B, ShipDate

Changes

For more cl 9 op or to view your dats, add o Clean Step,

Preview
28196, 73154, 957 8775

2,35

41.9135,219.582,-3683.0..

0.0.45
South
Kentucky, Florids

124

CA-2016-152156, US-201...

11/08/2016, 12:00:00 AM...

11/11/2016, 12:00:00 AM

sion 2022.3 and earlier)

1.

In the flow pane, right-click the Input step you want to refresh and select Remove from the

menu.

o

Rafrash

Rename Step
Add Dezeription
Edit 5tep Color »

Remove

Pivatd

This will temporarily put your flow in an error state.
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Pivasd Claan i

2. Connect to the new or updated data source.

3. Drag the table to the flow pane on top of the second step in the flow where you want to
add the Input step. Drop it on the Add option to reconnect it to the flow.

- 4 .

m == ¥ o] :
L= I'HJ soin | om— ()
NYT Feb 18,2018

Clamr 1

Union files and database tables in the Input step

Input unions can only be edited and created in Tableau Prep Builder but can be scheduled to run
on the web.

When working with multiple files or database tables from a single data source, you can apply
filters to search for files or use a wildcard search to find tables and then union the data to include
all of the file or table data in the Input step. To union files, the files must be in the same directory
or sub-directory.

Note: This option is not available for Tableau extracts.

New files that are added to the same folder that match the filter criteria are automatically
included in the union the next time you open the flow or run it from the command line.

Packaged flow files (.tflx) won't automatically pick up new files because the files are already
packaged with the flow. To include new files for packaged flows, open the flow file (.tfl) in
Tableau Prep Builder to pick up the new files, then repackage the flow to include the new file
data.

To union database tables, the tables must be in the same database and the database
connection must support using a wildcard search. The following databases support this type of

union:
* Amazon Redshift
¢ Microsoft SQL Server

» MySQL
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¢ Oracle
» PostgreSQL

If you add or remove files or tables after you create the union you can refresh the Input step to
update your flow with the new or changed data.

If you need to union data from different data sources, you can do that using a Union step. For
more information about creating Union steps, see Union your data on page 381.

Union files

By default, Tableau Prep Builder unions all .csv files in the same directory as the .csv file you
connected to or all the sheets in the Excel file you connected to.

If you want to change the default union, you can specify additional filter criteria to find the files or
sheets that you want to include in the union.

Core filter criteria

In Tableau Prep Builder version 2022.1.1 and earlier, you can select from the following criteria:

« Search in: Select the directory to use to search for files. Select the Include subfolders
check box to include files in the sub-directory of the parent folder.

* Files: Select whether to include or exclude the files that match the wildcard search criteria.

e Matching Pattern (xxx*): Enter a wildcard search pattern to find files that have those
characters in the file name. For example, if you enter order* all files that include "order" in
the file name are returned. Leave this field blank to include all of the files in the specified
directory.

Additional filters

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2022.2.1 and later and for flows published to Tableau
Cloud.

Note: If you use additional filters in your flow, flow scheduling is currently only available
using Tableau Cloud. You can run the flow manually in Tableau Prep Builder or through
the command line interface. This feature isn't compatible with Tableau Server version
2022.1 and earlier.
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Starting in Tableau Prep Builder version 2022.2.1 and later, the filtering options when searching
for files to union have changed. While you still specify a directory and sub-directory to search in,
you can now set multiple filters to perform a more granular search.

These filtering options apply to Text, Microsoft Excel, and Statistical file types. You can select
multiple filters. Each filter is applied separately, in the order that you select them, top to bottom.
Filters can't currently be moved around once added, but you can delete and add filters as
needed.

Input

Ssttings Tables Data Sample Changes (0

|:| Include subfoldars

~ FileFilters (3} (O

Include files matching all conditions

File nama (1)
Matches T m
*csv
File size
Includas - m
-
3 ~ Largest -

Date craated
Includes i E|

This year -

Included Tables (3}

File Date Modified Date Created Size

orders_south_2018.csv | 04/28/2022 04/28/2022 123,597 Bytes
orders_south_2017 csv | 04/28/2022 04/28/2022 98,839 Bytes
orders_south_2015. cev  04/28/2022 04/28/2022 82,126 Bytes

Select from the following filters:
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Filter

File name

File size

Date cre-

ated

Date mod-
ified

Description

*n

Select Match or Don't match for a file name pattern. For example "orders*".

Filter files by selecting a Range of sizes or Ranked by size.
Range of sizes: Select from the following options:

» Specify a range of values.
e Select an operator of Less than, Less than or equal to, Greater than
or equal to, or Greater than and apply it to a single value.

Ranked by size: Include or exclude the N largest or smallest files.

Filter files by selecting a Range of dates, Relative date, or Ranked by date.

Range of dates: Select from the following options:

e Specify a date and time range.
o Select an operator of Before, Before or equal to, After or equal to, or
After and apply it to a single value.

Relative date: Include or exclude an exact range of years, quarters, months,
weeks, or days. You can also configure an anchor relative to a specific date.

Note: “Last” date periods include the complete current unit of time, even if
some dates haven't occurred yet. For example, if you select the last
month and the current date is January 7th, Tableau will display dates for
January 1st through January 31st.

Ranked by date: Include or exclude the N newest or oldest files.

Filter files by selecting a Range of dates, Relative date, or Ranked by date.

Range of dates: Select from the following options:

» Specify a date and time range.
o Select an operator of Before, Before or equal to, After or equal to, or
After and apply it to a single value.

Relative date: Include or exclude an exact range of years, quarters, months,
weeks, or days. You can also configure an anchor relative to a specific date.
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Note: “Last” date periods include the complete current unit of time, even if
some dates haven't occurred yet. For example, if you select the last
month and the current date is January 7th, Tableau will display dates for
January 1st through January 31st.

Ranked by date: Include or exclude the N newest or oldest files.

Note: The instructions below vary based on your Tableau Prep Builder version.

Create an input union

Applies to Tableau Prep Builder version 2022.2.1 and later

1. Click the Add connection button and under Connect, click Text File for .csv files,

Microsoft Excel for Excel files, or Statistical file for Statistical files, then select a file to
open.

2. Inthe Input pane, select the Tables tab, and then select Union multiple tables.

Input

Settings Tables Data Sample Changes (0)

~ Source
O Single table

(®) Union multiple tables

Search in
Orders South -

[ include subfalders

~ FileFilters (0

No filters: all files included

-+ Add File Filter *

Included Tables (4)

File Date Modified Date Created Size
orders_south_2015.csv  05/06/2022  05/06/2022 82,126 Bytes
orders_south_2016.csv  05/06/2022 05/06/2022  B1,299 Bytes
orders_south_2017.csv  05/06/2022  05/06/2022 98,839 Bytes
| orders_south_2018.csv  05/06/2022  05/06/2022 123,957 Bytes

3. Select afolder to search in. You can also include all sub-folders listed under a given dir-
ectory to expand your search.
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4. Click Add File Filter and select from the following options:
¢ File name: Enter a name pattern to search on.
 File size: Search by range of size or ranked by size.
» Date created: Search by range of dates, relative date, or ranked by date.
» Date modified: Search by range of dates, relative date, or ranked by date.

5. Click Add File Filter again to add more filters.

Filter results are shown in the Included Tables section.

Included Tables (2)

File Date Modified Date Created  Size

| ardars_seuth_2018.esy 05/06/2022 | 05/06/2022 | 123,997 Bytes
| orders_south_2017.cov 05/08/2022  05/06/2022 98,839 Bytes

6. Click Apply to union the files.

When you add a new step to the flow, you can see all the files added to the data set in the File
Paths field in the Profile pane. This field is added automatically.
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Create an input Union (version 2022.1.1 and earlier)

1. Click the Add connection B3 button and under Connect, click Text File for .csv files or

Microsoft Excel for Excel files, and then select a file to open.

2. Inthe Input pane, select the Multiple Files tab, and then select Wildcard union.

138 Tableau Software



Tableau Prep Help

('? Wildeard union

The example below shows an input union using a matching pattern. The plus sign on the
file icon on the Orders_Central Input step in the Flow pane indicates that this step includes
an input union. The files in the union are listed under Included files.
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Matching Pattern (xxx*)

Included files (4)
Orders_Central.csv
Orders_East.csv
Orders_South.csv
Orders_West.csv

3. Use the search, file and matching pattern options to find the files that you want to union.
4. Click Apply to union the files.

When you add a new step to the flow, you can see all the files added to the data set in the File
Paths field in the Profile pane. This field is added automatically.
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Union database tables

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2018.3.1 and later

Note: The input union interface for database tables has been updated in Tableau Prep
Builder version 2022.2.1. Your options might look different depending on your version.

1. Click the Add connection- button and under Connect, connect to a database that

supports input unions.
2. Drag atable to the flow pane.
3. Inthe Input pane, select the Tables tab, and then select Union multiple tables.

In prior versions select the Multiple Tables tab, and then select Wildcard union.

Tableau Software 141



142

4.

Tableau Prep Help

Input

Sertings Tables Diata Sample Changss (0]

() Single table
(®) Union multiple tables

Tables

Inglude -

Bllmib o oy
arching Patrarn
datching Fattern (o)

Employes®

ncluda tablas (4)

Employes

EmployeeAddress
EmployeelepartmantHistory
EmployeePayHistory

Apply

In the Tables field, select Include or Exclude from the drop-down option, then enter a
matching pattern to find the tables that you want to union.

In prior versions use search, Tables and Matching Pattern options.

Only tables that display in the Connections pane in the Tables section can be included in
the union. The input union search doesn't search across schemas or across the database
connection to find tables.

Click Apply to union the table data.

When you add a new step to the flow, you can see all the tables added to the data set in
the Table Names field in the Profile pane. This field is added automatically.
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Merge fields after a union

After you create a union in the input step, you might want to merge fields. You can do this in any

subsequent step, except for the Input or O
merge field options on page 387.

Join data in the Input step

In Tableau Prep Builder (version 2019.3.1
databases that include tables with relation

utput steps. For more information, see Additional

and later), and on the web, when you connect to
ship data, Tableau Prep can detect and show which

fields in a table are identified as the unique identifier and which fields are identified as a related
field as well as show the related table names for these fields.

A new column called Linked Keys shows
if they exist:

multiple unique identifiers in a table
blank or null.

multiple related fields in a table.

in the Input pane and shows the following relationships

] Unique identifier. This field uniquely identifies each row in the table. There can be

. The values in the fields must be unique and cannot be

oo Related field. This field relates the table to another table in the database. There can be

* 7% Both Unique Identifier and related field. The field is a unique identifier in this table and

also relates the table to another table in the database.
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2AE00018 248
33151, 79056

25088 245

FEACE 4 F0d

You can leverage these relationships to quickly find and add the related tables to your flow or
create joins from the Input step. This feature is available for any supported database connector

where table relationships are defined.

1. Connect to a database (such as Microsoft SQL Server) that contains relationship data for
fields, such as unique identifiers or related fields (foreign key).

2. Inthe Input pane, click on a field that is marked as a oo related field or as 7% both a

unique identifier and related field.

A dialog opens that shows a list of related tables.

3. Hover on the table that you want to add or join and click the plus button to add the table to
your flow, or click the join button to create a join with the selected table.

i 5 cs_item_sk
4k = : rama_sk
=+
B i = rdar_number

=

[=

=

If you create a join, Tableau Prep uses the defined field relationship to join the tables and

shows you a preview of the join clauses that it will use to create the join.
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L R T HE
Be s,
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felds igentifier
iTem +
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4. Alternatively, you can join related tables from the menu in the Flow pane. Click the plus

fJ icon, then select Add Join to see a list of related tables. Tableau Prep creates the join

144

Tableau Software



Tableau Prep Help

based on the fields that make up the relationship between the two tables.

Note: If your table doesn't have table relationships defined, this option is not
available.

casaleg_sian b AddSrep
L A Aggregete
[P Azd Fovar
@ @ Addtein ¢ [0 call_cesmer
& Acd Union Ml cavalog_page

2 _paree
B Add Qutpus M cusromer

M oatomer_pddress

M cusromer_demograshics
M date_dim

rm household_demographics
M@ izem

M promation

Ml shia_mede

M cime_dim

M waretznn
Create Hew Join

For more information about working with joins, see Join your data on page 374.
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Build and Organize your Flow

Note: Starting in version 2020.4.1, you can now create and edit flows in Tableau Server
and Tableau Cloud. The content in this topic applies to all platforms, unless specifically
noted. For more information about authoring flows on the web, see Tableau Prep on the
Web in the Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud help.

After you connect to the data that you want to include in your flow, you can begin cleaning and
shaping your data by adding new steps to the flow or inserting steps in between existing steps.

To organize your flow, you can change the default step colors, add descriptions to provide
context for your steps or cleaning actions, or reorganize your flow layout to make complex flows
easier to follow.

Add or insert steps

As you build out your flow, you can add different step types to perform the actions that you need.
For example add a Clean Step to do things like split fields, apply filters, or perform a variety of
other operations to clean dirty data. Use a Join or Union step type to combine data tables or
add a Script step type to incorporate R or Python scripts into your flow.

As your flow begins to takes shape, you may need to go back to earlier steps in your flow and
insert different step types to perform various actions like adding an additional cleaning step or
aggregating your data to use the same level of detail as a later step.

Note: The menu options that you see will vary depending on your Tableau Prep Builder
version and whether you are adding a step to build out the next step in the flow versus
inserting a step between existing steps. If you are using Tableau Prep Builder version
2019.3.1 or earlier, refer to that section to see your menu options.

You can't add input steps using these menu's. Instead you'll need to drag tables from the
Connections pane to the Flow pane. For more information, see Connect to Data on page 75.
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Add steps

After you connect to your data and drag a table onto the canvas, click the plus e button to

select a step type from the menu, or click on the suggested clean step (Tableau Prep Builder
version 2020.3.3 and later and on the web) to automatically add a cleaning step to your flow.

B8 Tableau Prep Builder - Flow1*

[ENE:
O
File Edit Flow Server Help

Claanl = L
+ CleanStep = E E':I' ~
= Mew Rows
T Aggregate Connections
0¥ Pivot @ Orders_East xlsx
@ Join .
== Union O orders_south_2015.c... 2@
= . Orders_Ezst
EL Script 0 set_pieces.csv
“:}'—‘ Prediction
& Output
%3 Insert Flow

Select a step type:

¢ Clean Step: Add a cleaning step to perform a variety of cleaning actions. For more
information about the different cleaning actions that are available, see Clean and Shape

Data on page 229.

Note: In Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.4.2, the Add Branch option was
replaced with the Clean Step option. To split your flow into different branches, click

the plus e button between two existing steps and select a step type from the Add

menu.

* New Rows: Generate new rows to fill gaps in your sequential data set. For more
information, see Fill Gaps in Sequential Data on page 292.
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Aggregate: Create an Aggregation step to select fields and change their level of detail.
For more information, see Aggregate and group values on page 373.

» Pivot: Create a Pivot step to perform a variety of pivot options such as converting column
data to rows, or row data to columns. You can also set up a wildcard pivot to automatically
add new data to your pivot. For more information, see Pivot Your Data on page 347.

¢ Join: Create a Join step to combine data tables. When you create a join from the menu
option, you must manually add the other input to the join and add your join clauses. As an
alternative, you can drag and drop a step (shown below) to join files automatically. For
more information about creating a join, see Join your data on page 374.

oD

®p
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If you connect to databases that include tables with relationship data, you can also create
a join from the menu in the Flow pane. For more information about joining tables using
this method, see Join data in the Input step on page 143.

¢ Union: Create a Union step. Add tables to the union by dragging them to the step and
dropping them on the Add option that displays. As an alternative, you can drag and drop a
step onto another step to union files. For more information about creating a union, see
Union your data on page 381.

e Script (Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.3.1 and later and on the web): Create a Script
step to include R and Python scripts in your flow. Script steps are not currently supported
in Tableau Cloud. For more information, see Use R and Python scripts in your flow on
page 355.

¢ Prediction: Use Einstein Discovery-powered models to bulk score predictions for the
data in your flow. For more information, see Add Einstein Discovery Predictions to
your flow on page 388.

e Output: Create an Output step to save the output to an extract file (.hyper), a .csv file,
publish the output as a data source to a server, or write your flow output to a database.

Saving Output steps to a file is not currently supported on the web. For more information
about output types, see Save and Share Your Work on page 397.
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* Paste: Add copied steps from the same flow. For more information about copying and
pasting steps in the same flow, see Clean and Shape Data on page 229.

 Insert Flow (Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.3.2 and later and on the web): Add flow
steps that were saved from another flow into your current flow. You can add them to the
end of a step or insert them between existing steps. For more information about using
saved flow steps in your flow, see Create reusable flow steps on page 289

Note: This option was added to this menu in Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.4.2.
In prior versions, you could add flow steps using right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) in
the white space of the flow pane.

Insert steps

Insert a step between existing steps. Input and Output step types aren't available from this menu.
The options vary depending on your product version. If you are using an earlier version of
Tableau Prep Builder, refer to the Version 2019.3.1 and earlier section below.

1. Hover in the middle of the flow line where you want to insert a step until the plus ® icon

appears. Then click the icon and select a step type.

Note: Your options may look different depending on your product version. For
example Insert Flow was added to this menu in Tableau Prep Builder version
2019.4.2.

Clean Step
Mews Raws
Aggregate
Pivot

Jain

Union

BYe Tl +

Script
Lo Prediction

[0 Paste

% .-.{E 45 Insert Flow A
-

All Qrgars Qrdars - Returng
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2. Select a step type:

Clean Step: Insert a cleaning step between existing steps to perform a variety of
cleaning actions. For more information about the various cleaning actions you can
use, see Clean and Shape Data on page 229.

New Rows: Generate new rows to fill gaps in your sequential data set. For more
information, see Fill Gaps in Sequential Data on page 292.

Aggregate: Insert an Aggregation step between existing steps to select fields and
change their level of detail. For more information, see Aggregate and group
values on page 373.

Pivot: Insert a Pivot step between existing steps to perform a variety of pivot
options such as converting column data to rows, or row data to columns. You can
also set up a wildcard pivot to automatically add new data to your pivot. For more
information, see Pivot Your Data on page 347.

Join: Insert a Join step between existing steps . When you create a join from the
menu option, you must manually add the other input to the join and add your join
clauses. As an alternative, you can drag and drop a step (shown below) to join files
automatically.

an
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For more information about creating a join, see Join your data on page 374.

If you connect to databases that include tables with relationship data you can also
create a join from the menu in the Flow pane. For more information about joining
tables using this method, see Join data in the Input step on page 143.

Union: Insert a Union step. Add tables to the union by dragging them to the step
and dropping them on the Add option that displays. As an alternative, you can drag
and drop a step onto another step to union files. For more information about
creating a union, see Union your data on page 381.

Script (Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.3.1 and later and on the web): Insert a
Script step to include R and Python scripts in your flow. Script steps are not
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currently supported in Tableau Cloud. For more information, see Use R and
Python scripts in your flow on page 355.

¢ Prediction: Use Einstein Discovery-powered models to bulk score predictions for
the data in your flow. For more information, see Add Einstein Discovery Pre-
dictions to your flow on page 388.

» Paste: Insert copied steps from the same flow between existing steps. For more
information about copying and pasting steps in the same flow, see Clean and
Shape Data on page 229.

¢ Insert Flow (Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.3.2 and later and on the web):
Insert flow steps that were saved from another flow into your current flow. You can
add them to the end of a step or insert them between existing steps. For more
information about using saved flow steps in your flow, see Create reusable flow
steps on page 289.

Note: This option was added to this menu in Tableau Prep Builder version

2019.4.2. In prior versions, you could insert flow steps using right-click or Ctrl-
click (MacOS) in the white space of the flow pane.

Version 2019.3.1 and earlier

1. Hover over a step until the plus /J icon appears then click the icon and select a step type.

Insert Step inserts a cleaning step between steps. All other options will create a branch
from the flow.
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2. Select from the following options:

e Add Branch: Split your flow into different branches.
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* Insert Step: Insert a cleaning step between existing steps to perform a variety of
cleaning actions. For more information about the various cleaning actions you can

use, see Clean and Shape Data on page 229.

* Add Aggregate: Create an Aggregation step where you can select the fields that

you want to aggregate or group. For more information, see Aggregate and group

values on page 373.

¢ Add Pivot: Create a Pivot step where you can perform a variety of pivot options to

convert column data to rows, or row data to columns. For more information, see

Pivot Your Data on page 347.

¢ Add Join: Create a Join step where you can manually add the other input to the

join and add the join clauses. As an alternative, you can drag and drop a step to

join files. The following example shows dragging the Orders_Central Input step

and dropping it on Join:

@)

Srderseriral

For more information about creating a join, see Join your data on page 374.
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In Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.1.3 and later, if you connect to databases that
include tables with relationship data you can also create a join from the menu in the
Flow pane. For more information about joining tables using this method, see Join
data in the Input step on page 143.

¢ Add Union: Create a Union step. Add tables to the union by dragging them to the
step and dropping them on the Add option that displays. As an alternative, you can
drag and drop a step onto another step to union files. For more information about
creating a union, see Union your data on page 381.

¢ Add Script(version 2019.3.1 and later): Create a Script step to include R and
Python scripts in your flow. For more information, see Use R and Python scripts

in your flow on page 355.
¢ Add Output: Select this option to save the output to an extract file (.hyper), a .csv

file, or publish the output as a data source to a server.

Group steps

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2020.3.3 and later and on Tableau Server or Tableau
Cloud starting in version 2020.4.

Use the Group option to compartmentalize sections of large complex flows into folders to make it
easier to follow, troubleshoot, or share your flow with others. You can change the color of the
group, add a description, copy and paste the grouped steps to other areas of your flow, or in
Tableau Prep Builder, even save the grouped steps to a file on your server to reuse them in other

flows.

Requirements to group steps

¢ Steps must be directly connected with a flow line.
» Steps can only be included in one group at a time.
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¢ Groups can't be nested.

¢ You can add or remove steps from a group at any time, as long as you maintain the flow
line connections between steps in the group. This also applies to removing steps from a
flow that are already included in a group. In that scenario, the group is automatically
ungrouped.

Create a group

Select a set of connected steps in your flow (you can also drag to select multiple steps in one
click), then right-click or Cntrl-click (MacOS) on the selected steps and select Group from the
menu.

After you create the group, you can do any of the following:

A L
Click the double arrows to expand ¥ orcollapse * the group at any time.
¢ Add more steps to the group by dragging a connected step and dropping it onto the col-
lapsed folder.

« Remove steps from the group. In the expanded state, right-click or Cntrl-click (Mac OS) a
step and select Remove from Group.

Note: This option isn't available if you try to remove a step that breaks the
continuity of the group.

¢ In the collapsed state, right-click or Cntrl-click (MacOS) to open the menu and select from
the following options:
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A
3

Renames
Add Description

Edit Color 3

Expand Group

Ungroup

Copy
Save StepsasFlow »

Remove

il

¢ Rename: Change the group name.
+ Add Description: Enter a description for the group
« Edit Color: Change the color of the group folder. This won't change the color of the

individual steps in the group.
¢ Expand Group: Show all the steps in the group. You can also click the double

arrows . to expand the group.

¢ Ungroup: Remove all the steps from the group and delete the group.

* Copy: Copies the group and all of the steps in the group to your clipboard to paste
elsewhere in your flow. For more information about using copy and paste, see Copy
and paste steps on page 283.

+ Save Steps as Flow (Tableau Prep Builder only): Save your grouped steps locally
to a file on your computer or publish it to Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud to share
with others or use it in other flows. For more information about saving steps for
reuse, see Create reusable flow steps on page 289.

¢ Remove: Removes the group and all the steps in the group from the flow.

» (version 2021.1.2 and later) In the expanded state, right-click or Cntrl-click (MacOS) in the
expanded group area to open the menu to collapse the group or ungroup the steps.
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Change the flow color scheme

Tableau Prep assigns each step in your flow a color by default. This color scheme is applied
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throughout the flow to help you keep track of your data throughout the flow as you apply cleaning

steps, join, union or aggregate the data so you know which files are impacted by your

operations.

To select a different color scheme for your steps do the following:

1. Select one or more steps.

2. Right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) on a selected step and select Edit Color.
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Preview in Tableau Desktop
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3. Click on a colorin the color palette to apply it.
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To reset the step color back to the default color, do one the following:

156

¢ Click Undo from the top menu.

e Cntrl+Z or Command-Shift-Z (MacOS).

» Select the steps you changed, right-click on a selected step and select Edit Color, then

select Reset Color from the bottom of the color palette.
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Remove steps from the flow

At any point in the flow, you can remove steps or the flow lines between steps.

Note: You can't remove flow lines coming into or out of a collapsed step group. You must
either expand the group or ungroup the steps first.

e Toremove a step or flow line, select the step or line you want to remove, right-click the
element, and then select Remove.

¢ Toremove multiple steps or flow lines, do one of the following:

e Use your mouse to drag and select a whole section of the flow. Then right-click or
Ctrl-click (Mac OS) on one of the selected steps and select Remove.

¢ Press Ctrl+A or Cmd+A (MacOS) to select all elements in the flow, or press
Ctrl+click or Cmd+Click (MacOS) to select specific elements, and then press the
Delete key.

Add descriptions to flow steps and cleaning
actions

As you build your flow and perform various cleaning operations, you might want to add a
description to help others who might later look at or work with your flow to better understand your
steps. You can add a description to any individual step in your flow directly on the Flow pane, any
step group, or to any cleaning action in the Changes pane to provide additional context for your
changes. The description can be up to 200 characters long.

For more information about viewing changes in the Changes pane, see View your changes on
page 242.

Add a description to flow steps

When you add a description, a message ! icon is added underneath the step. Click the icon to

show or hide the description text in the Flow pane.
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In the Flow pane, select a step.
Do one of the following:

¢ Right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) on the step and select Add Description from the
menu.
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Edit Color L

Copy
Preview in Tableau Desktop

Remave

¢ Double-click in the name field for the step, then click on Add a description.

Orders (Central)

Type your description in the text box.
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Click outside the text box or press Enter to apply your changes. By default, the description

displays underneath the step. To hide the description click the message + icon.

To edit or delete the description, right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) on the step or
description. Then from the menu, select Edit Description or Delete Description.
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Add a description to a change entry

You can add a description to an entry in the Changes pane starting Tableau Prep Builder version
2019.1.1 and on the web.

1. Select a step in the flow pane.
2. Openthe Changes pane or Changes tab.

3. Right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) on an entry in the Changes pane and select Add
Description.
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4. Enter a description for the change action.
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Orders (Central)

Fix Dates 25 ficlds 2K rows

Changes (13)

Calculated Field

"Central”

Cul

e —

5S¢ Filter Values...

EEENS
L ]

e_

FixDztes

Calculated Field

(STR{[Order
Day]j+"/"+STR{[Order

Cul

kha"ge: date format

y

"A, Change Type

| Order Date |

Calculated Field
|. Ship Date |

Cul

e

All Orcars

Abc

Qrder Date

1/1/2018

1/10/2016
1/10/2017
1/10/2018
1/11/2015
1/11/2017
1/12/2015
1/12/2016
1/12/2017
1/12/2018
1/2/2015

1/3/2015

720

The description appears below the generated text for the change with a comment & icon.

[= Calculated Field

(STR{[Order
Day])+"/"+STR([Order
L1 Changed date format

To edit or delete the description, right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) on the change item, and
select Edit Description or Delete Description.
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Reorganize the layout of your flow

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.2.2 and later and on Tableau Server or
Tableau Cloud starting in version 2020.4.

As you build a flow, Tableau Prep Builder uses a default layout. Each flow is laid out and
processed from left to right, with Input steps beginning on the far left of the canvas and Output
steps ending on the right side of the canvas. However if you build large, complex flows, they can
quickly become hard to follow.

You can clean up the layout of your flow by selecting and moving steps so the flow layout is
organized in a way that makes sense to you. For example, you can fix crossed flow lines, move
your flow steps to clean up extra white space, or rearrange your flow steps to show a clear
sequence of events.

For example. the following flow is confusing and hard to follow:
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To clean up this flow select and drag steps up, down, left or right and drop them to a new
location in the canvas. Flow steps can't be moved to a position that disrupts the left-to-right
process flow. For example, you can't drag a union step that is positioned before a join step, to a
position that is after that join step in the flow.

When dragging flow steps to an allowed location, an orange box displays. If the location isn't
allowed, no orange box displays and the steps return to their original location when you try to
drop them.
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To move steps in your flow, do the following:

1. Inthe Flow pane, select the steps that you want to move. You can click on a specific step,
drag to select multiple steps, or Ctrl-click or Cmd-click (MacOS) to select steps that aren't
next to each other.

2. Drag and drop the steps to the new location.

Note: If you don't like the reorganization moves that you make you can click Undo in
the top menu to reverse them. However, if you perform cleaning actions in between
moving steps, you may undo those actions as well. The Undo option reverses your
actions in the order that you performed them.

Watch "Reorganize flow steps" in action

The following example shows rearranging a flow using drag and drop.
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Use the flow navigator tool

When working with large flows, scrolling back and forth to search for a particular area of the flow
that you need to go back to can be difficult. The flow navigator tool makes this easier. The flow
navigator is a miniature version of your flow that appears in the lower right corner of the canvas.
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Click in any area of the graphic to jump to that area of your flow or use the following toolbar

~ Lo — + 100%

options to navigate:

Toolbar option | Description

Collapse the flow navigator graphic. In the collapsed state, you may only

see the percentage indicator. Simply hover on this to expand the toolbar
and click the up arrow to expand the graphic again.

et

Expand the flow navigator graphic.

Change the size of your flow to fit on your screen.

r
LJ

Zoom in and out of your flow. You can click on the percentage indicator to

— + 100% restore the view to 100 percent.
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Examine Your Data

Note: Starting in version 2020.4.1, you can now create and edit flows in Tableau Server
and Tableau Cloud. The content in this topic applies to all platforms, unless specifically
noted. For more information about authoring flows on the web, see Tableau Prep on the
Web in the Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud help.

Use the options in this topic to get a good understanding about the composition of your data to
better understand changes you need to make and the effect of the operations you include in the
flow.

Review the data types assigned to your data

Like Tableau Desktop, Tableau Prep interprets the data in your fields when you drag a
connection to the Flow pane and automatically assigns a data type to it. Because different
databases can handle data in different ways, Tableau Prep's interpretation might not always be
correct.

To change a data type, click the data type icon and select the correct data type from the context
menu. You can change string or integer data types to Date or Date & Time, and Tableau Prep
will trigger Auto DateParse to change these data types. Like Tableau Desktop, if the change is
not successful you will see Null values in the fields instead and you can create a calculation to
make the change.

For more information about using DateParse, see Convert a Field to a Date Field in the Tableau
Desktop and Web Authoring Help.
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You can change the data type in your Input step after connecting to data from the following data
sources:

¢ Microsoft Excel
e Textfiles

¢ PDF files

¢ Box

¢ Dropbox

¢ Google Drive
¢ OneDrive

For all other data sources, add a cleaning step or other step type to make this change. To see a
list of cleaning options available in the different step types, see About cleaning operations on
page 229.

See size details about your data

After you connect to your data, add a table to the flow, and then add a step. You can use the
Profile pane to see the current state and structure of your data and spot nulls and outliers.

¢ Number of fields and rows: In the upper-left corner of the Profile pane you can find
information that summarizes the number of fields and rows in the data at a particular point
in the flow. Tableau Prep rounds to the nearest thousand. In the example below, there are
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21 fields and 3000 rows in the data set.

21 Fields 3K Rows

When you hover over the number of fields and rows, you can see the exact number of rows
(in this example, 2848).

21 Fields 3K RDWEI:}

» Data set size: Work with a subset of your data by specifying the number of rows to include
in the Data Sample tab in the Inputpane.

+ Sampled: To enable you to interact directly with your data, Tableau Prep works with a
subset of your raw data. The number of rows is determined by the data types and number
of fields that are being rendered. String fields take more storage space than integers, so if
you have 10 fields of strings in your data set, you might get fewer rows than if you had 10

fields of integers.
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A Sampled badge displays next to the size details in the Profile pane to indicate
that this is a subset of your data set. You can modify the amount of data that you include
in your flow. When creating or editing flows on the web, additional data limits apply. For
more information, see Set your data sample size on page 123.

* Number of unique values: The number next to each field header represents the distinct
values that are contained within that field. Tableau Prep rounds to the nearest thousand.
In the example below, there are 3,000 distinct values that are represented in the
Description field, but if you hover over the number, you can see the exact number of
unique values.
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See the distribution of values or unique values

By default, Tableau Prep groups numerical, date, and date & time values in a field into buckets.
These buckets are also known as bins. The bins ensure that you can see the distribution of
values as a whole and quickly identify outliers and null values. The bin size is calculated based
on the minimum and maximum values in the field, and null values are always shown at the top of
the distribution.

For example, order and ship dates are summarized or "binned" by year. Each bin represents a
year from January of the beginning year to January of the following year and labeled
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accordingly. Because there are sales dates and ship dates that fall in the latter part of 2018 and
2019, a bin is created for the following year for those values.
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If a discrete (or categorical) data field contains many rows or has a distribution that is large
enough that it can’t be displayed in the field without scrolling, you can see a summarized
distribution to the right of the field. You can click and scroll through the distribution to target

specific values.

#bc
Customer Name =72

Aarcn Hawkins
Asren Smayling
Adam Bellavancs
Adam Hart
Adam Shillimgsburg
Adrisn Sarten
Adrian Shami
Aimes Bixhy
iﬁlpn Barnes
Alan Dominguez
Blan Haines
'ﬁl'an Hwang

When your data contains numeric or date fields, you can toggle to display the detailed (discrete)
version of the values or a summarized (continuous) version of the values. The summarized view
shows you the range of values in a field and the frequency with which certain values appear.
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This toggle can help you isolate unique values (like the number of “3” records in a field) or the
distribution of values (like the sum of all “3” records in a field)

To toggle your view:

1. Inthe Profile pane, Results pane or data grid, click the More options - menu for a

numeric or date field.

-
OrderiD 1% c-po
Filuer E
- 1 Groed and Replate  »
CA-Z013-2006 § Clean "
:M:I.S-lm?ﬁa | solitValues 3
CA-201E-101247 i
|CA-2015-101602
CA-2015-103086 N
o Detail
62:2015-103100
[k 2018203181 i
CA-2016-103457 i
casis | ST
CA-2015-103744 i
Che2015-203650 | Ve Onty Fiaid
: =10 E Creste Cabeulated Figld, .
_ | Publish =s Dsts Role...
[

Remove

2. Inthe context menu, select Detail to see the detailed version of the values, or Summary
to see the distributed version of the values.

Search for fields and values

In the Profile pane or Results pane, you can search for fields or values of particular interest to
you and use the search results to filter your data.

Starting in version 2021.1.1, when you search for fields, a new indicator will show telling you the
number of fields found so you can better understand your search results. If no fields are found,
additional messaging will show.

To search for fields, enter a full or partial search term in the search box on the toolbar.
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FixDates Srowing 2021 %wien o T Famervatean [ cwcasiamssfas . () dRscommendations ¥ E 5] -
=] B M
= OrderDate 720 OrderiD L0
=
£
i
S oyoy20ns E— ERSETS 0as =
D010 — CAZ015100752 i
CA-2015101247
CA-2015-101602
CA-2015-103086
CA-2015-103100
CA-2015-203191 &
CA-2005-103452
CA-2045-203527 -
CA-2025-203744 "
CA-2045-203800
CA-2015-203245 L
Order Date  Order D
11222006 US-2016-118583
11/23/2016  US-2016-118583
11112015 CA-2015-105833

To search for a value in a field:

1. Click the Search icon = for a field, and enter a value.

Abc

City =
a%

Athens

Atlanta

Chattanooga
Decatur
Hattiesburg
fMargats

Plantation

i#
ol Postal Code 1:s

|
k| Search Options

@ Contains
O Starts with

nas

wIEn

O Does not contain
Create Filter from Search

[T T T
MR I._-

2. Touse advanced search options, click the Search options... button.
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Search Options

® Contains
O Sstarts with

O Ends with

(O Exact match

O Does not contain

Create Filter from Search

Keep Only |

Exclude |

3. To use the search results to filter the data, select Keep Only or Exclude.

In the Flow pane, a filter icon appears above affected steps.

Copy field values in the data grid

Tableau Prep Help

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder and Tableau Server version 2022.3 and later, and in Tableau

Cloud version 2022.2 (August) and later.

Easily copy a selected set of values from the data grid and paste them into any document such

as Microsoft Excel, Text (.csv) files, email, and more. You can even copy and paste them into

SQL editor to quickly run a SQL query.

1. Inthe data grid, select one or more field values to copy.

2. Right-click or cmd-click (MacOS) on the selected field values and select Copy from the
menu. You can also use keyboard shortcuts Ctrl + C or cmd+C (MacOS) or select Copy
from the ... toolbar menu.

Customer Il Customer Name  Segment

[rsess i

JM-15655
JM-15655
JM-15655
Did-12555
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Jim Mit
Jim Mit
Jim Wit
Dario

Eezep Only

Exclude

Filter by Calculation.,, |}

Copy

Carparaze  Un
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3. Paste the copied fields to your document or location.

Note: Edit > Copy doesn't currently copy field values from the data grid.

Sort values and fields

Profile pane

Sort options on a profile card let you sort the bins (the count of values represented by the
distribution bars) in ascending or descending order or the individual field values in alphabetical

order.

A B
QrderiD 2x = o 2o Order Dy

- = Descending |
[€A-2015-1000%0 & Ascending
CA-2015-100263

CA-2015-100EE0

CA-2015-100867 by AteZ
CA-2015-1008E1 I+ Zrah
CA-2015-1005972
CA-2015-101175
CA-2015-101352
CA-2015-101462
[€A-2015-101831
CA-2015-102085
CA-2015-102205

B

ILI‘HI'I"|||I""H'1‘|""|I "

Data grid

Sort the row level detail for your fields in ascending or descending order.

PopulationTotal |y Population Urban
20,186 0.854

21,740 0.86

23412 0888

25,025 0.872

26,480 0.877

26,965 0534

Papulation Total
5,807,200

Population Urban
W
0353
0.353
0.353
0.353
0.353
0.353
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Reorder fields
Changing the order of fields using the list view is supported in version 2022.2.1 and later.

You can change the order of fields from the Profile pane, Data grid, or List view by dragging and
dropping them into a new position.

To rearrange the order of your fields:

1. From the Profile pane, Results pane, Data grid, or List view, select one or more profile
cards or fields.

2. Drag the profile card or field until you see the black target line appear.

3. Drop the profile card or field into place.
The Profile pane, data grid, and list view are synced so the field will appear in the same
order in all places. The new order for the fields is persistent across Tableau products
when running and scheduling flows.

Data Grid reorder

BChE s/
; 5 ~ - JR—
«c>@|lalc-p-=- @_.l_e_ = 5
SIS o Orears (Carseal) - Adrears Grears= Ratures Ceanz Rl Up
Ordars (Cantral) Fix Datas All Orcars
‘
FixDates 21fislds 2K rows T Filter Values... [Z Rename Field Q@ dRecommendstions ¥
Dasiirms (2 Flaze erasin 2
‘. 5 R T G # sse =]
T OrderDate 7:0 Region = Row 1D =+ Order D 2+ Ship Date
FixDates 21fields 2K rows Y Filter Values... [# Rename Field =
g
g
P — = f
3 5 oyoyzons Central —— CA2015-100678 = | oyoyzor
a8 G%  awe G 3 —— —  Ch2015:00762 -
., 03/01/2019 Y R ————— 5, i i E 01/01/20;
% OrderDate 720 Region 1 —— || 20152011 =
= — CA-2015-101602 =
= 4000 —— =
8 — C4-2015-103086 =
o —— N )
il T
S 01/01/2015  mm— e | Do =
0L — Central a0, E— CA-2015-103492 E
- — o I =
01/01/2015  — — CA-2015-103527 =
—— N =
10,000  eo— CA-2015-103744 £
CA-2015-103200 =
CA-2015103825 F
OrderDate  Repion  Row ID Order I Ship Date | ShipMode Custemer ID Customer Name  Segment Country City
11/22/2006  Cemtral 15 18983 | 11/26/20 lass HP-14815 Hareld Pawlan Home Office  United States Fort Worth
11/22/2016 Central 16 Us-2016-118983 | 11/26/2016| Standard Class HP-14815 Hargld Pawlan Home Dffice |United States FortWorth
14/13/2015 Central |17 CA-2015-105853 | 11/18/2015|Standard Class PK-15075 Pete Kriz Censumer United States Madison
l?'OB.'ZClJ’ Central |22 (A4-2017-137330 112/13/2017 | Standard Class KB-16585 Ken Black Coroarate United States | Framont
OrderDate  Region | Ship Date | Row 1D OrderID qhﬂh[bkbde Customer ID  Customer Name  Segment Country
11/22/2016 |Cantral |11/26/2016]15 US-2016-118383 Standard Class HP-14815 Harold Pavilan Home Office | United States
11/22/2016 |Central |11/26/2016)16 US-2016-118983 Standard Class HP-12815 Harald Pavilan Home Office | United States
11/11/2015 |Central |11/18/2015]|17 CA-2015-105893 Standard Class PH-13075 Pete Kriz Consumer | United States

12/08/2017 |Cantral 112/13/2017122 CA.2017-137330 | Standard Class KB-18585 Hen Black Coroorate United States
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List View reorder

Highlight fields and values in a flow

Tableau Prep makes it easy to find fields and values in your flow data. Trace where a field
originated and where it is used throughout the flow in the flow pane, or click individual values in a
profile card or in the data grid to highlight related or identical values.

Trace fields in a flow

In Tableau Prep, you can highlight everywhere a field is used in a flow, even where it originated to
help you track down missing values or troubleshoot a flow when you aren't seeing the results you

expect.

Click on a field in the Profile pane in a cleaning step or in the Results pane in any other step type
and the flow pane will highlight the path where that field is used.

Note: This option is not available for Input or Output step types.
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i Supees

G@ BoaE

Orders + Returns 25 Felds 16K rows T FiterValues.. < AutomaticSplit < CustomSplit.. [ RenameField oo EE B| |2 search ~

Jain Clauses (]| Show only mismatchedvalues = Join Results

AnGrien Clesn Netes/Azsraver £ AndOrders el # G | e G| #
= ProductlD

T Product 10 tOrderll  tProdustID + Order 1D Wearof Sale 2 Retumnad? = T v B | Daystoship ¢

= OrderlD
FUR-S0-10000362 CA20L: ~

FUR-80-10002268 CA-201¢
FUR-S0-10003159 CA201¢

2015 null
2018 Yes
207
2018

FUR-B0-10004218 CA20L!
FUR-CH-10000847 CA-2010
FUR-CH-10000847 C4:20L
FUR-LH-10000863 CA-20L%
FUR-CH-10000988 CA-201¢
FUR-CH-10001146 C&-20L;
FURCH-10002847 CA20L¢
FUR-CH-10002774 CA-20LE
O.. ( = | FURCHANONZSEL CA20Lf .

SR SR

See related values

You can use highlighting to find related values across fields. When you click a value in the
Profile card in the Profile pane or Results pane, all the related values in the other fields are
highlighted in blue. The blue color shows the relationship distribution between the value you
selected and the values in the other fields.

For example, to highlight related values, in the Profile pane, click a value in a field. The related
values in other fields turn blue and the proportion of the bar highlighted in blue represents the
degree of association.

A 70541 DLNI/Z016 Spectre 0 sale

Highlight identical values

When you select a value in the data grid, all identical values are highlighted too. These
highlights help you identify patterns or irregularities in your data.
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Type Customer Purchases Date
Cash We 08/18/2016
Cash Jim 07/15/2016
Credit Arnold 06/29/2016
Credit |=e 08/07 /2016
Cash laria 08/230/2016
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Filter Your Data

Note: Starting in version 2020.4.1, you can now create and edit flows in Tableau Server
and Tableau Cloud. The content in this topic applies to all platforms, unless specifically
noted. For more information about authoring flows on the web, see Tableau Prep on the
Web in the Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud help.

Tableau Prep provides various options that you can use to filter your data. For example, use
Keep Only or Exclude to do one-click filtering on a specific value for a field in a profile card, data
grid or results card, or select from a variety of filter options for more complex filtering needs. You
can also keep or remove entire fields.

Filter data at any step in the flow. If you want to simply change a specific value, you can select
Edit Value to edit the value in-line or replace the value with Null. For more information about
editing field values, see Edit field values on page 249.
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Abe

Approver 0 = - O ..

null

C Armald

C Arnold
l<. arnp !
C.An HeepOnly

¢/ &rr  Exclude

E Wi

EWil EditValue

EWill Replace with Mull
EWilli 3

F Az

Keep or remove fields

As you work with your data in your flow you might want to remove unwanted fields. In the Profile
pane or the data grid in any cleaning or action step, select one or more fields and right-click or
Ctrl-click (MacOS) and select Remove to remove the selected fields, or select Keep Only
(Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.2.2 and later and on the web) to keep only the selected
fields and remove all unselected fields.
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Fix Dates 21 %eis1 Zxrev [ wuas Onty Fislea E mrargaFiares (2 PivezcolomratoRowa [= ramever
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g Order Date 720 Region ! Ship Date 7  HeepOnly [}
[ Remaove
g Pivot Columns to Rows
= o Fy P - A
S | 01/01/2015 n— e 01/01/2015  memm—
01/01/20159
1 | |
o 0L/01/2020 1 2,
4,
B,
8,
10,
i
Order Da... | Regi.. | Ship Date | Rew D OrderID Ship Maode CustemerlD Customer Name
11/22/2016 | Central § 11/26/2016| 15 U5-2016-118983 Standard Class HP-14815 Harold Pawlan
Hide fields

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2021.1.4 and later and Tableau Server or Tableau
Cloud starting in version 2021.1.

If you have fields in your flow that don’t need cleaning, but you still want to include them in your
flow, you can hide the fields instead of removing them. Data for those fields won't be loaded until
you either unhide the fields or run your flow to generate your output.

When you hide fields, a new profile card called Hidden Fields is automatically added to the
Profile pane, letting you easily unhide fields from the list as you need them.

You can include hidden fields in most operations, but joins, aggregations, and pivots require the
field to be unhidden to use it in one of these step types. If you hide the field after it has been used
in one of these operations, the field will show as hidden and the operation won't be affected.

All hidden fields are tagged with an eye “ icon.
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Save output to
D File

Name
Superstore Sales

Output type
Tablezu Data Extract (hyper)

Virite Options.

Create "Superstore Sales.hiyper’ 27 2

:

Sove to Superstore Soles hyper

Vearof Sale | Retur. [\

2,013
2,017
2,017

2,016
2,016
2,018

Approver  Return Notes

il el
il null
il null
il el
il nult
il i
il il
il nult
il i
il it
s i

Order 1D Ret
ol null
Aall aull
Aall aull
null null
Aall aull
null null
Aol ull
Awll aull
null ulf
Awil ull
null ulf

@EI P Search =
urnfeason  Categary City Country Customer I Customer |
e Fort Warth HP1481S  HaroldP.
FortWorth HP14815  HareldP:
offi ias Madison PK-1S075  PereKriz
ies Fremant UnicedSeates KB-16585  HenBlacl
o Frament K3-16535  KenBlacl
Office Supplies Houston UnitedSeates MAL7SE0  Matt Abe
Techaology ~ Richardson  UnitedSeates GH-14485  Gane Hal
Fumiture Richardson  UnitedStates GH14485  Gene Hal
Office Supplies Houston SNZ0710  SteveNg
Fumiture Houston SN20710  StaveMg
Furniture Houstan ates SN-20710  SteveNg

Hide and unhide fields

To hide or unhide fields, you must be in an Input step or in a Clean step. In the Clean step you
can hide or unhide fields from the Profile pane, date grid, and List view.

From the Input step

1. Connect to your data.
2. Inthe Input step select the field you want to hide or unhide.

3. Click the eye & icon to hide or unhide the field.

Multi-selecting fields in the Input step is supported starting in version 2023.1.

Orders (Central)

24 tiglas

T Filervatues

Fiales selactec: 28 24 248

Clear the chedk box to remove fields. You can also filter your data or change

Type Field Name Original Field Name

-1 Row ID Row ID

ks | OrderlD Order D

ke | Ship Mode Ship Mode

Abc Custamar |0 Hide field. The dat . mi
Ak Customer Name . ) j C

abc | Segment

From the Profile pane
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1. Select the fields you want to hide.

2. Right-click, Ctrl-click (MacOS), from the More options -

menu, select Hide Field or Hide Fields.

menu, or from the toolbar

Al

Order D &

CA-2015-100575
CAI015-100762
CA-I015-100147
CAINL5-100508
CA-I015-103086
CAI015-103100
CA-2015-103151
CAI015-103452
CA-I015-103337
CAI015-105744
CA-I015-103800
CAI015-103345

£

Ship Mode <

FirgtClass
SheTie Day
Second Class
Standard Clxes

Abs

Customer.

AR-10313
AR-10375
AA-10450
AR-10625
AB-10015
AZ-10050
AB-10105
AZ-10130
AB-10155
AZ-10%35
AG-10600
AC-10=20

Merge
Kaen Onby

Hisla Figlds

Elermaue

. Prwat Calumns te Raws

(o

mAdarm
Adars
mdrian
Adrian
Al
mlanE
mlan [
mlamH

mlarH

3. Anew profile card is generated showing your hidden fields.

itk Hidden Figlds =

Search

atc  Order (D

axc  Customer IO

4. To unhide fields, in the Hidden Fields profile card, select one or more fields, and either

click the eye & icon, right-click, or Ctrl-click (MacOS) and select Unhide Fields from the

menu.

From the List view

1. InaClean step, on the toolbar, click the List view

2. Select one or more fields to hide or unhide.
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3. Click the eye “ icon to hide or unhide the fields.
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FixDates 21t B warge Fiaies [F kewpOniyFiaics A UehizaFinles ¢ Ramove Fisics

Changes (13) <

Filters available for each data type

Data type Available filters

String Calculation, Wildcard Match, Null Values, Selected Values
Number Calculation, Range of Values, Null Values, Selected Values

Date and Date Calculation, Range of Dates, Relative Date, Null Values, Selected
& Time Values

Where are my filter options?

To see the different filter options available for your fields, on the profile card, in the data grid or in

the results pane, click the More options - menu. To see the menu on the data grid, you must

click the Hide profile pane = button first, and then click More options - .
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Calculation filter

When you select Calculation, the Add Filter dialog box opens. Enter the calculation, verify that
it's valid, and click Save. Starting in version 2021.4.1 you can also include parameters in
calculation filters. For more information, see Apply user parameters to filter calculations on
page 221.

Note: In the Input step this is the only type of filter that is available. All other filter types are
available in the profile cards, data grid or results pane.

Calculation is valid ~
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Selected Values filter

In Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.2.3 and later and on the web, you can use the Selected
Values filter to pick and choose the values that you want to keep or exclude for a field, even
values that aren't in your sample. In the right pane, click the Keep Only or Exclude tab to select

your action, then enter search terms to search for values or click Add a value ) to add values

that are in your data set but aren'tincluded in your sample. Click Done to apply your filter.

Note: This filter options isn't available for Aggregation or Pivot step types.

Filter: Selected Values Done

Order D 1x Keep Only Exclude 4

Add new value @ je
CA-2015-100678 CAZ01C 101147 -
CA-2015-100762 CAZ01C 1071602
CA-2015-103100 CA-201C 1n2n0c
CA-2015-103151 A2 .
CA-2015-103452
CA-2015-103527
CA-2015-103744
CA-2015-103800
CA-2015-103849
CA-2015-104738
CA-2015-104773
CA-2015-105165 Select All Clezr 4ll

oooooo

Range of Values filter

Filter out values that fall within a specific range. When you select Range of Values, you can
specify a range or set minimum or maximum values.
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Filter: Range of Values Done
Sales zx = Range Minimum  Maximum
Include only values in this range:
| 1
0 0 12000
0 12,000

2,000
[ include null values

.'
4,000 ! g D
I
I
|
I
I

12,000

Range of Dates filter

Filter out values that fall within a specific date range. When you select Range of Dates, you can
specify a range of dates or set a minimum or maximum date.

Filter: Range of Dates

Order Date 727 Range Minimum Maximum

Include only values >= to minimum.

01/01/2014, 12:00. = 01/01/2014
I

01/01/2018, 12:00. O

01/01/2014 01/01/2018

O Include null values

Relative Date filter

Use the Relative Dates filter to specify the exact range of years, quarters, months, weeks, or
days that you want to see in your data. You can also configure an anchor relative to a specific

date, and include null values.

Note: “Last” date periods include the complete current unit of time, even if some dates
haven't occurred yet. For example, if you select the last month and the current date is
January 7th, Tableau will display dates for January 1st through January 31st.
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Filter: Relative Dates Deone

Order Date 7=7 Years Quarters Months Weeks Days

01/01/2014, 12:00.. mm— Select a date range
I
— O Previous year
—

Q) This year

O Nextyear

O Last 3
O Next | 3

01/01/2018, 12:00.

years
years
O Yeartodate

[ Anchor relative to | T

[ Include null values

Wildcard Match filter

When you select Wildcard Match, you can filter the field values to keep or exclude values that
match a pattern. In the filter editor, select the Keep Only or Exclude tab, enter a value to match
and then set the Matching Options criteria to return the values you are looking for.

The filtered results display in the left pane of the filter editor so that you can review and
experiment with your results. Once you have the results you want, click Done to apply your

Acco Expandable Hanging Binders () Exact match
Acco Flexible ACCOHIDE Sguare Rin...

Acco Four Pocket Poly Ring Binder ...

change.
Filter: Wildcard Match Done
Product Hame 32 Keep Only Exclude
. [ binder |
24 Capacity Maxi Data Binder Rack., ¢
Acce Clips to Go Binder Clips, 24 Cli... = Matching Options
Acco D-Ring Binder w/Tubllosk = ®) Contains
Acco Date Flex Coble Posts For Top... © () Starms with
Acco Economy Flexible Paly Round ... E_ C} Ends with

Acco Hanging Data Binders

Acco PRESSTEX Data Binder with 5...
Acco Recycled 2% Capacity Laser Pr...
Acco Suede Grain Vinyl Round Ring ...

Null Values filter

When you select Null Values you can filter the values in the selected field to show only null
values or exclude all null values.
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Filter: Null Values Done

Order 1D z2 = = 2  HKespOnly

| |S¢:-':"- Selectvalues to kaep,

CA-2015-103452
CA-2015-104732
CA-2015-105165
CA-2015-105340
CA-2015-105417
CA-2015-108182
CA-2015-11833%
CA-2015-113172
CA-2015-120278
CA-2015-123455
CA-2015-126193
CA-2015-126200

O Nl values
) Non-null values

Remove Duplicate Rows

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2024.1 and later, Tableau Server version 2024.2 and
later, and on the web in Tableau Cloud.

Duplicate data can have an impact on your data quality, bias prediction results, and waste
storage space. Removing duplicates ensures that each value is unique, providing an accurate
representation of your data. The first step to removing duplicates is to identify the duplicate rows
in your data. After you've identified duplicates, you can then remove them from the work flow.

|dentify and remove duplicates

Tableau Prep identifies a duplicate as any row that has at least one other row with the same
values.

To identify and remove duplicate rows.

1. (Optional) For Excel and text files, you can click on the Input step and add a Source Row
Number field to sort rows by the original data source. For more information, see Add the
Source Row Number field to your flow and Sort order for the calculated field on
page 191.

2. Click on any step other than an Input or Output step.
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535000 Sales Cuanl
Cleanl 14fields 5Krows T Filter Values.. [& Identify Duplicate Rows Q' 1Recommendation ¥ |B B E P Search
»
ab Ab
S Region 7 Country 155 Item Type 12 Sales Channel = Order Priority
-
-}
g
E
5
Asia Afghanistan Baby Food Dffling C
Australis and Oceania Albania Beverages Online H
Central America and the Caribt Algeria Cereal L
Euroge Andorra Clathes. M
Middle East and North Africa Angola Cosmetics
North America Antigua and Barbuda Fruits
Sub-Saharan Africa Armenia Household
Australia Meat
Austria DOffice Supplies
Azerbaljan Personal Care
Bahrain Snacks
Bangladesh Vegetables
.
Regicn Country Item Type Sales Channel  Order Priority  OrderDate  Order ID ShipDate  Units Sold  Unit
Central America and the Caribbean  Antigua and Barbuda Baby Food Online M 12/20/2013 557,081,544 01/11/2014 552 255,
Central America and the Caribbean  Panama Snacks Offline € 07/05/2010 301644504 07/26/2010 2167 152
Europe Czech Republic Beverages Offline C 09/12/2011 478,051,030 09/29/2011 4778 474
Asis Marth Kores Cereal Offline L 05/13/2010 £92,599.952 06/15/2010 9,016 205
Asis SriLanka Snacks Offline c 07/20/2015 571%025% 07/27/2015 7542 182,
Middie East and North Africa Meroces Personal Care  Offline L 11/08/2010 (412,882,792 11/22/2010 43 817
Australis and Dceanis Federated States of Micranesia  Clothes Offline H 03/28/2011 932,776,868 05/10/2011 8,258 109
Eurcpe Bosnis and Herzegavina Clothes Online M 10/14/2013 919,133,551 11/04/2013 927 109

Identify duplicate rows.

¢ To identify duplicate rows across all fields, from the toolbar, click Identify Duplic-

ate Rows.

¢ To identify duplicate rows across specific fields, select one or more fields, then

click Identify Duplicate Rows. Optionally, in the profile pane, you can click the

More options - menu from the selected field and select Identify Duplicate

Rows.

A calculated field is created and listed in the Changes pane. The calculated field provides

a description and the names of the fields that the duplicate rows span. The Data Grid

shows which rows are unique and which rows are duplicates.

The following image shows the results of selecting the two fields Region and ltem Type to

identify duplicate rows across only those selected fields.
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Clean1 15 fiekds SKrows W Filter Values.. G Identify Duplicate Rows T Automatic Split T+ Custom Split._. Q' 1Recommendstion * |BS|EB E
Changes (1} < .
Abe E b b b
G Calculated Field Is Duplicate Row? = Country 155 Region 7 Ttem Type 12
Duplicate Afghanistan Asin Baby Food
Unigue Albanis Australia and Ocesnia Beverages
Algeria Central Americs and the Caribt Cereal
Andorra Europe Clathes.
Angala Middie East and North Africa Cosmatics
Antigus snd Barbucs Marth Americs Fruits
Armenia Sub-Saharan Africa Househald
Australis Meat
Austria DOffice Supplies.
Azerbaijan Personal Care
Bahrain Srucks
Bangladesh Vegetables

Is Duplicate Row? | Country Region Ttem Type Sales Channel  Order Priority  Or
Unique Papua New Guines Auszralis and Ooeanis Meaz Online M 05y
Duglicate Kiribati Australis snd Dcesnia Mest Online L 1,
Duplicate Tonga tralia and Oceania Meat Online c 02
Duplicate Naury Australia and Oceania Meat Online L 07,
Duplicate Nauru Australia and Oceania Meat Offline M 05,
Duplicate Samos Australia and Cceania Meat Online 02
Duplicate Federsted States of Micronesin  Australis and Ccennis Meaz Offline M 01

If a Source Row Number is available, it's used to sort the order of the rows. Otherwise,
rows are sorted based on the first field in the table schema. To change the values in the
calculated field, you can directly edit the calculation or write your own calculation. See Sort
order for the calculated field on page 191.

4. To evaluate duplicate rows, click on Duplicate or Unique in the Is Duplicate Row? field or
in the Data Grid.

The following image shows duplicate rows across all fields.

Cesnl 1% fields SKrows o Keep Only % Exdude  Af BtV o Q 1Recommendation ~ [S[@@|E | O Search y
Changes (1) & @ " o
G CalculatedField Is Duplicate Row? Regian Country Tatal Profit Item Type
':‘ Lol Duplicate Asiy Kazakhstan 419,866 8 Baby Food
[ Duslicate A Ching 160542651 Household
- Duslicaze Asin Taivean 48234144 Clathes
Duplicate Asin Japan 1231801 Baby Food
Duplicate Asis Vietnam 9,004 5 Beverages

The following image shows duplicate rows across only the fields Region and Item Type.

Tableau Software 189



Tableau Prep Help

Clean1 15 fields SKrows ¥ Filter Values... [= Identify Duplicate Rows ' 1Recommendation ¥ B E =] D Search
) . [B] e Q| M
[ Calculated Field Is Duplicate Row? Region Country Item Type
) (item Type] Duplicate Australia and Ocesnia Kiribati Mest
¢l Duplicate Australia and Oceania Tenga Meat
i Duplicate Australia and Oceania Hauru Meat
Duplicate Australia and Oceania Nauru Meat
Duplicate Australia and Oceania Samaa Meat
Duplicate Australia and Oceania Federated States of Micronesia Meat
Duplicate Australia and Dceania New Zealand Meat
Duplicate Australia and Oceania Fiji Meat
Duplicate Australia and Dceania Solomon Islands Meat
Australia and Oceania Nauru Meat
Duplicaze Australia and Oceanis Papua New Guinea Meat
Duplicate Australia and Oceania Nauru Meat
Duplicate Australia and Dceania Vanuatu Meat
Duplicate Australia and Oceania East Timor Meat
Duplicate Australia and Dceania Vanuatu Meat
Duplicate Australia and Oceania New Zealand Meat
Duplicate Australia and Dceania East Timor Meat
Duplicate Australia and Oceania Solomon Islands Meat
Duplicate Australia and Oceania Palau Meat
Duplicate Australis and Oceania Nauru Meat
Duplicate Australia and Oceania Samoa Meat
Duplicate Australia and Gceania Tongs Meat
Duplicate Australia and Oceania Tenga Meat
Duplicate Australia and Gceania Federated States of Micronesia Meat
Duplicate Australia and Oceania Sclomon Islands Meat
Duplicate Australis and Oceania Samos Meat
Duplicate Australia and Oceania East Timor Meat
Duplicate Australis and Oceania New Zealand Mest
Duplicate Australia and Oceania Tonga Meat

5. Tofilter and keep only the unique rows, click Unique in the Data grid or in the Is Duplicate
Row? field, and select Keep Only from the toolbar. Optionally, you can click Unique in
the Data grid or in the Is Duplicate Row? field, then right-click to select Keep Only.

You can also select Duplicate and then select Exclude to filter data for duplicates. This
produces the same results as selecting Unique and Keep Only and doesn’t affect which
rows are excluded or kept.

Afilter is created in the changes pane showing that only unique rows are kept and
duplicate rows are excluded.
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Changes (2) <

[= Calculated Field
| Is Duplicate Row?

F ({PARTITION [Region], [Country]
[Item Type], [Sales Channel], [Order
N Filter

[ |s Duplicate Row?

HKeep-only: "Unigue’

6. From the Is Duplicate Row? calculated field, click the More options - menu, and select

Remove.

The duplicate rows are removed when you run the flow and create an output.

Note: Don’t remove the Is Duplicate Row? calculated field if you’ll be adjusting for
sampled data.

Duplicates in sample data

Duplicate rows may not appear in sampled data and could introduce a bias in the model.

To address duplicate rows sampled data:

1. Don’tremove the Is Duplicate Row? calculated field if you’ll be adjusting for sampled
data. This gives you the option to change the sample size or adjust the sample data in the
input step.

2. Adjust the sample size to load as much data as possible for row selection. See Set your
data sample size.

3. Duplicates may not appear in sampled data depending on the size of the sample. Using
the Keep Only option for unique rows allows you to remove duplicate rows, even if they
aren’t visible in the sampled data.

Sort order for the calculated field

By default, if multiple rows contain the same value, they’re sorted by the first field, or if available,
the Source Row Number. The fields are used to identify the first row as Unique and the remaining
as Duplicate. Changing the sort order of fields allows you to specify which duplicate row you want
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to identify as Unique. You can make changes to the order by editing the calculation and
changing the ORDERBY field.
For example:

IF ({PARTITION [Fieldl], [Field?], [Field3]: { ORDERBY [FieldName]
ASC: ROW NUMBER() } } = 1) THEN 'Unique' ELSE 'Duplicate' END

For Excel and text files, you can sort by the original data source by adding a Source Row
Number field.

For example:

IF ({PARTITION [Source Row Number], [Fieldl], [Field2], [Field3]: {
ORDERBY [Source Row Number] DESC: ROW NUMBER() } } = 1) THEN 'Unique'
ELSE 'Duplicate' END

For more information, see Add the Source Row Number field to your flow.

Write your own filter calculation to find and remove duplicates
You can write your own filter calculation across multiple fields to find and remove duplicates.

The following filter calculation will only return results that return True. The calculation returns
either True or False based on the fields used to PARTITION

{PARTITION [Fieldl], [Field2?], [Field3]: { ORDERBY [Fieldl] DESC:
ROW NUMBER() } } =1
Use CcASE or IF foridentify duplicate calculations

You can use the TF or CASE functions in the calculation editor. For example:

CASE {PARTITION [Fieldl], [Field2], [Field3] : { ORDERBY [[Field3]]:
ROW NUMBER() } } = 1 WHEN TRUE THEN 'UNIQUE' ELSE 'DUPLICATE' END

IF ({PARTITION [[Fieldl]], [[Field2]], [[Field3]]: { ORDERBY
[[Field3]] DESC: ROW NUMBER() } } = 1) THEN 'Unique' ELSE 'Duplicate'
END

Use Data Roles to Validate your Data

Note: Data source owners and Tableau administrators can add synonyms for specific
data field names and values for Ask Data. For information about using data roles for Ask
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Data, see Add Synonyms for Ask Data in the Tableau Desktop help.

Note: Tableau's Ask Data feature was retired in Tableau Cloud in February 2024 and in Tableau
Server version 2024.2.

Use data roles to quickly identify whether the values in a field are valid or not. Tableau Prep
delivers a standard set of data roles that you can select from or you can create your own using
the unique field values in your data set.

When you assign a data role, Tableau Prep compares the standard values defined for the data
role with the values in your field. Any values that don't match are marked with a red exclamation
mark. You can filter your field to view only the valid or invalid values and take the appropriate
actions to fix them. Once you've assigned a data role to your fields, you can use the Group
Values option to group and match invalid values to valid ones based on spelling and
pronunciation.

Note: Starting in version 2020.4.1, you can now create and edit flows in Tableau Server
and Tableau Cloud. The content in this topic applies to all platforms, unless specifically
noted. For more information about authoring flows on the web, see Tableau Prep on the
\Web in the Tableau Server help.

Assign standard data roles to your data

Assign data roles provided by Tableau Prep to your field the same way you assign a data type.
The data role identifies what your data values represent so Tableau Prep can automatically
validate values and highlight ones that aren't valid for that role.
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Abc City | |G -

city 7K = - O

I auror
Aurora
| Ausitn
Austell
Austin
Austin City
Austin, Texas
Austinb .

av

Avalon
| |Avarua
| Ave 5

For example if you have field values for geographical data, you can assign a data role of City
and Tableau Prep compares the values in the field to a set of known domain values to identify
values that don't match.

Note: Each field is analyzed independently so a City value of "Portland" in State
"Washington" in Country "USA" might not be a valid city and state combination, but it
won't be identified that way because it is a valid city name.

Tableau Prep Builder provides the following data roles:
e Email
e URL

* Geographic roles (Based on current geographic data and is the same data used by
Tableau Desktop)
e Airport
¢ Areacode (U.S.)
¢ CBSA/MSA
e City
e Congressional District (U.S.)
e Country/Region
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¢ County

e NUTS Europe

e State/Province

e Zip code/Postal code

Tip: In Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.1.4 and later and on the web, if you assign a
geographic role to a field, you can also use that data role to match and group values with the
standard value defined by your data role. For more information about grouping values using data
roles, see Clean and Shape Data on page 229.

To assign a data role to a field, do the following:
1. Inthe Profile pane, Results pane or data grid, click the data type for the field.

2. Select the data role for the field.

B o e
Data Tyoe o
# Mumber (decimal) |
#  Mumber (whale)
E3 Daote & Time f |
B Date
+f & String

+ Hane
Ermail

UHL BEA

Geographic [ Airpart
Adelside TI0  Ares Code (US)
adripn CEBSAMSA
mu i,

Congressional District (U.S.)
CountryRegion

County

HUTS Eurape
State Province

ZIP Code,Pasteade

Tableau Prep compares the field's data values to known domain values or patterns (for
email or URL) for the data role you select and marks any values that don't match with a red
exclamation point.

3. Click the drop-down arrow for the field and from the Show Values section select an option
to show all values or only values that are valid or not valid for the data role.
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4. Use the cleaning options on the More options - menu for the field to correct any values

that aren't valid. For more information about how to clean your field values see About

cleaning operations on page 229.

Create custom data roles

Important: Custom data roles will be retired in Tableau Cloud in February 2024 and in Tableau

Server version 2024.2.

Starting in Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.3.1 and on the web, you can create your own

custom data roles using the field values in your data sets to create a standard set of values that

you or others can then use to validate fields when cleaning data. Select the field that you want to

use, apply any cleaning operations to it if needed, then, publish it to Tableau Server or Tableau

Cloud to use it in your flow or share your data roles with others.

If creating custom data roles when editing flows on the web, you can publish the custom data

role directly to the server you are signed into.

Requirements

¢ You can create custom data roles from single fields in your data set. Creating custom data

roles from a combination of fields isn't supported.
¢ Publishing data roles to projects with locked permissions isn't supported.
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¢ You can create custom data roles only for fields assigned to a data type of String and
Number (whole).
* When you create a custom data role, Tableau Prep creates an output step in your flow that
is specific to publishing the data role.
¢ Publishing custom data roles to multiple sites in the same flow isn't supported. If you pub-
lish the flow, you must publish the custom data role to the same site or server where the
flow is published.
¢ Custom data roles are specific to the site, server and project where you publish them. Al
users with permissions to the location can use the custom data role, but must be signed
into the site or server to select it or apply it. Custom data roles are assigned the default per-
mission for the All Users group for new projects instead of None.
¢ Custom data roles aren't version specific. When applying a custom data role, the most cur-
rent version is applied.
¢ Once published to Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud user with access to the site, server
and project can view all data roles in that location.
» Users with appropriate permissions can move, delete or edit permissions for the
data roles.
¢ The permissions you can set and actions you can take on a custom data role are
similar to what you can do with a flow. For more information, see Manage a Flow
and Permission capabilities in the Tableau Server help.
¢ To edit a data role, you must make your changes in Tableau Prep Builder or in the flow on
the web, then republish the data role using the same name to overwrite it. This process is
similar to editing a published data source.

Create a custom data role

1. Inthe Profile pane, data grid, or Results pane select the field you want to use to create a
custom datarole.

2. Click More options - for the field, and select Publish as Data Role.
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3. Select the server and project where you want to publish the data role.
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4. Click Run Flow to create the data role. After the publishing process completes
successfully, you can view your data role in Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud. Processing
the data role can take some time based on the load on your Tableau Server or Tableau
Cloud site. If your data role isn't available right away, wait a few minutes, then try selecting
it again.
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Explore / Default / Brick Materials

Brick Materials

datarockstar
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Definition

About

Role Type Data Type

Dictionary String

Description
Standard Brick Material

Values (11)
Name
Chrome
Glitter
Ink
Metallic
Milky
Modulex
Pearl
Frocess
Solid
Speckle

Transparent

3-30 P
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Apply a custom data role

1. Inthe Profile pane, Results pane or data grid, click the data type for the field where you
want to apply the custom data role.

2. Select Custom then select the data role that you want to apply to the field.

Important: In Tableau Prep Builder, make sure you are signed into the site or server
where the data role was published or you won't see this option.

Brick Material
by datarockstar
Dictionary 11 wvalues
Standard Erick Material '
Abc Brick Material  Values (pre
Categary
l-il“ -N-umberrd imal) Category Ink
vaecima Proceszs
# Number (whole) Cesa-achen Solid
Es Date & Time City
B Date City_20K .
+ Abc String Directors e
District Code
o el District Code
+ Mane Group By
Email Group By
Geagraphic " One Million Words
URL Segment
Custam ’ Segment
Speckle
Transparent

Tableau Prep compares the field's data values to known domain values for the data role
you select and marks any values that don't match with a red exclamation point.
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Abe Brick Materials Q

Material 12

Chrome
Glitter
Ink
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Milky

I Modlex
Modulex
Pezarl
Process
Solid

I Spackle

| Sparckle

3. Click the drop-down arrow for the field and from the Show Values section select an
option to show all values or only values that are valid or not valid for the data role.
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4. Use the cleaning options on the More options - menu for the field to correct any values

that aren't valid. For more information about how to clean your field values see About
cleaning operations on page 229.
View and manage custom data roles

You can view and manage your published custom data roles on Tableau Server and Tableau
Cloud. You can view all custom data roles published to your site or server. Click More actions

-+ for a selected data role to move it to a different project, change permissions or delete it.
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EXplore All Data Roles +

Select All SortBy: Name(a-2)t v B v Y
Type  tName Project Owner Modified
e city-datarole - Default workuser Jun 25 2018, 5:37 PM
Move:
Phg city-datarole? workuser Jun 25, 2019, 5:42 PM
ge Owner.
¥ Cityl workuser Jun 18, 2019, 11:23 AM

Group similar values by data role

Note: In Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.1.4 and 2019.2.1 this option was labeled
Data Role Matches.

If you assign a geographic data role to a field you can use the values in the data role to group
and match values in your data field based on spelling and pronunciation to standardize them.
You can use either Spelling or Spelling + Pronunciation to group and match invalid values to
valid ones.

These options uses the standard value defined by the data role. If the standard value isn'tin your
data set sample, Tableau Prep adds it automatically and marks the value as not in the original
data set. For more information about assigning data roles to fields, see Assign standard data
roles to your data on page 193.

To use data roles to group values, complete the following steps.

1. In the Profile pane, Results pane or data grid, click the data type for the field.

2. Select one of the following data roles for the field:
e Airport

City

Country/Region

County

State/Province

Starting in Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.3.2 and on the web, you can also select
from your custom data roles.

Standard data roles (version

Custom data roles (version 2019.3.2 and later)
2019.1.4 and later)
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Tableau Prep compares the field's data values to known domain values for the data role

you select and marks any values that don't match with a red exclamation point.

then select one of the following options:
« Spelling: Matches invalid values to the closest valid values that differ by adding,

removing, or substituting characters.

3. Click More options - , select Group Values (Group and Replace in previous versions),

¢ Pronunciation + Spelling: Matches invalid values to the most similar valid value

based on spelling and pronunciation.
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You can also click on the Recommendations 9 icon on the field to apply the

recommendation to group and replace the invalid values with valid ones. This option uses

the Pronunciation + Spelling Group Values option.

Tableau Prep compares the values by spelling or spelling and pronunciation and then

groups similar values under the standardized value for the data role. If the standardized

value isn'tin your data set, the value is added and marked with a red dot.
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Create and Use Parameters in Flows

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2021.4.1 and later and on the web in Tableau Cloud
and Tableau Server version 2021.4.0 and later

Note: The content in this topic applies to authoring flows in Tableau Prep Builder and on
the web, unless specifically noted. For more information about authoring flows on the web,
see Tableau Prep on the Web in the Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud help.

If you often reuse flows using different data with the same schema, you can create and apply user
parameters to your flows to easily transition between scenarios. A parameter is a global
placeholder value such as a number, text value, or boolean value that can replace a constant
value in a flow.

Instead of building and maintaining multiple flows, you can now build one flow and use
parameters to run the flow with your different data sets. For example, you can create a parameter
for various sales regions, then apply a parameter value to the input file path to run the flow using
just that region's data.
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Starting in Tableau Prep Builder and Tableau Cloud version 2023.2, you can also add system

parameters to the file or published data source output name to automatically add a time stamp

each time you run the flow.

Save output to

[ File

Browse

Mame
Superstore Sales_ <Month Mame>

Preview: Superstore Sales_May

Publish to https://server

Year of Sale Returned? DaystoShip Approver Re

2,016 ! 4 null i

2,016 il 4 null i

=~| 2015 null 7 nulf nul

System parameters il 4 el i

B Rundate » Date P YYYY-MM-DD |
E% Runtime » | Month » [ YYYYMMDD

Week Number DO-MM-YYYY

2017 A Quarter Number &

2,017 £ Year Number nuil 7

2,016 null T nuil 7]

Where can | apply parameters?

You can apply user Parameters to file names, paths, table names, filter expressions, and

calculated fields, depending on the step type. Starting in version 2022.1.1, you can even include

parameter override values when running flows using the REST API. For more information, see
Flow Methods in the Tableau Rest API help.
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You can apply system parameters (version 2023.2 and later) to output names for file and
published data source output types.

The following table lists the locations where you can apply parameters for each step type.

Step type Parameter location
Input User parameters:

e Connect to file: Use parameters in the file name or file path

¢ Connect to database: Use parameters for the table name and in Cus-
tom SQL

e Expression editor: Filters

Output User or system parameters:

* Output tofile: Apply user parameters to the file name or file path and
starting in version 2022.1.1, to the Microsoft Excel worksheet name.
Apply system parameters to the file name.

¢ Qutput to server: Apply user or system parameters to the published
data source name

e Output to database: Apply user parameters to the table name and
starting in version 2022.1.1, to SQL scripts that you run before or after
writing the flow output to a database.

Clean, New User parameters:
TC::/,SL’J::Z(:’ » Expression editor: Filters and calculated field values
Aggregate User parameters:

e Expression editor: Filters
Script User parameters:

« Expression editor: Filters and calculated field values
Prediction User parameters:

e Expression editor: Filters and calculated field values
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Create user parameters

User parameters are specific to the flow where they are used. Create parameters from the top
menu, then define the values that apply to them. You can also define parameters that accept all
values, which means any flow user can enter any value when running the flow.

You can make flow parameter values required or optional. When running the flow, users are
prompted to enter the parameter values. Required parameter values must be entered before the
user can run the flow. Optional parameter values can be entered or you can accept the current
(default) value. The parameter values are then applied to the flow run everywhere that
parameter is used.

Note: To run or schedule flows that include parameters on Tableau Server or Tableau
Cloud, your administrator must enable the Flow Parameter settings on your server. For
more information, see Create and Interact with Flows on the Web in the Tableau
Server or Tableau Cloud help.

1. From the top menu, click the Parameter icon, then click Create Parameter.

Create a Parameter

Create Parameter ]

2. Inthe Create Parameter dialog, enter a name and a description (optional). The para-
meter name must be unique. This is the value that shows in the user interface when you
add a parameter.

If you include a description, users can see this information on hover (starting in version
2022.1.1) in the parameters list and where parameters are used.
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Create Parameter 4

Mame (Regquired)

Regions

Description

LSales regions

Data type Current value (required)

Ak String M South v

Allowable valuss

O an @ List
Listof values
Value
South =
West
Central
East

[¢/] Require selection &t run time

(W] Delete Parameter | Cancel | “

3. Select one of the following data types. Parameter values must match the data type that
you select.
¢ Number (whole or decimal)
e String
e Boolean
4. Specify the Allowable values. These are the values that users can enter in the para-
meter.
e All: This option lets users type in any value for the parameter, even when running
the flow.

Note: Using this option for parameters that can be used in input and output

steps can be a security risk. For example, Custom SQL queries that allow any
value to be entered can expose your data assets to SQL injection attacks.
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¢ List: Enter a list of values that users can choose from when applying the para-
meter. To enter multiple values, press Enter after each entry.
(optional) Select Require selection at run time (Prompt for value at run time in prior
releases). This makes the parameter required. The user is required to enter a value when
running or scheduling the flow.
Enter a Current value. This is a required value and acts as a default value for the para-
meter.
e All: Enter a value.
» List: Tableau uses the first value in your list. Use the drop-down option to change
it.
¢ Boolean: Select True or False.
Click OK to save the parameter.

Change the user parameter default value

When you create a user parameter, you have to specify a current (default) value. If a parameter

is included in a flow, this value is used to:

Run Custom SQL queries defined in an input step.

Fill in optional parameters that aren't specified at run time.

Replace the parameter as a static value in saved steps (version 2022.1.1 and later).
Replace the parameter as a static value in file paths when publishing flows with packaged
data sets.

You can change the value at any time. From the top menu you can edit the parameter or use the

Set button on the parameter list. From within the flow, you can use the Set button anywhere the

parameter is applied. When you do this, it resets the parameter's current (default) value

everywhere that parameter is used, even in Custom SQL queries.

Edit user parameters

1.

From the top menu, click the Parameter icon.

2. Click Edit parameter.
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3. Inthe Edit Parameter dialog, make any changes, then click OK.

Edit Paramatar .4

Hame [Required)

| Qe;-cnsl X

Description

Sales regions

Data type Currant value [requirad)

Abe String b Centra -
Allowable values

) Al (®) List

List of values

value

South
West
Central

East

[#] Require selection at run time

Reset user parameter default values

To quickly reset the parameter default value, use the Set button. The button shows you a count
indicating the number of places in the flow where the parameter is used.

To highlight the steps in the flow that use the parameter, click View in flow on the parameter
dialog. If there is only one place the parameter is used, you are taken directly to that step with the

profile pane opened.

1. Do one of the following:

’ From the top menu, select the Parameter icon. Use this option to reset para-

meter values used anywhere in the flow, or when used in filters and calculated
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fields.
J [‘::Il C D} - .'- -
Faramsters
& Edit parameter
String Any
CoffeeChain
& Edit parameter
String List
Morth A
& Edit parameter

%2 View in flow (1)

%3 View in flow (4)

%2 View in flow (5)

Tableau Prep Help

» Select the parameter where it is applied in the flow. You can use this option for para-

meters used in file names, file paths, table names, custom SQL, and pre and post

SQL scripts.
Hamea 2,018 il
<Regicn> = 2017 il
4 fl
[ Region 1
Central - | | Set (1) ] f

1

Ealert an ansion £ crests ar odats o oo Sabis

‘é" Edit parameter %5 View in flow {1}

PR wowal]

2. Select or enter the parameter value.
3. Select Set to apply the change.
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Apply parameters to your flow

After you create user parameters, you can apply them to various places throughout your flow,
depending on the step type. When the flow is run, the parameter values are applied to that flow
run to produce the output for the specific data scenario.

System parameters (version 2023.2 and later) are automatically generated when you run the
flow. Simply apply them to your output step name and every time the flow is run, the parameter is
dynamically updated with the flow run start date or time.

Apply parameters to input steps

In an Input step you can use user parameters to replace a file name, sections of your file path, a
database table name, or when using Custom SQL.

File name or file path
This option is not available when editing or authoring flows on the web.

You can include user parameters in your file path with some exceptions. Starting in version
2022.1.1, you can also see a preview of the parameter values.

Exceptions

» Starting in version 2022.1.1, you can schedule and run flows on the web that include para-
meters in the input file path. If using an earlier version, run flows in Tableau Prep Builder or
from the command line.

e Toinclude parameters in the file path when publishing flows to the web, a direct file con-
nection is required. Otherwise, the parameter is converted to a static value using the Cur-
rent value.

Note: Direct file connections require that the file locations are included in your
organization's safe list. For more information see Safe List Input and Output
Locations in the Tableau Server help.

Apply a user parameter to a file name or path

1. Inthe Settings tab, in the file path, place your cursor in the location where you want to add
the parameter.
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2. Select the parameter icon and select your parameter.

Settings Multiple Files

Dats Samgle Changes (0) Orders_Central
1 Clear the chack box 1o
Connection Details data
Text file I
File

CAUsers\ikim A\Documents\ by Tableau Prep :
Repository)\ Detasources\Orders_Central.csv 5

Abe Regions

# SalesYear

Text Options

3. View a preview of the parameter value. The current (default) value is shown in the pre-
view. You'll be prompted to select or enter the parameter value when you run the flow.

Settings Multiple Files Data Sample Changes (0)

Connection Details
Text file

File

C\Users) jkim \Documents\My Tableau Prep

Repository\Datasources\Orders_Central_<5ales Year> 7
L5V

Preview: C\Users\, jkim;\Documents\My Tablesu Prep

Repository\Datasources\Orders_Central_2017.csv

Browse

Database table

When using user parameters in table names, the entire table name must be the parameter.
Using parameters for parts of a table name is not currently supported.

Note: Using a parameter for a table name in a Google BigQuery input connection is not
yet supported.
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1. Inthe Settings tab, in the Table field, click the drop-down menu.
2. Select Use Parameter, then select the parameter from the list.

DEE_LATEST)| O Searchwalid parameter

Uze Parameter L

Ak Region h

Custom SQL

1. In the Connections pane, click Custom SQL.
2. Inthe Custom SQL tab, type or paste the query into the text box.

3. Select the parameter icon and select your parameter.

Settings Custom SQL Data Sample Changes (0) Custom SQL 0 fislds &
SELECT * FROM [dbo]. [Orders] WHERE [Orders]. =~ Clear the check box to remov
E
=

Abc Region

4. Select Run to run your query. You won't be prompted to enter a parameter value until you
run the flow. Instead the query will run initially using the parameter's Current value.

Note: If the parameter is used elsewhere in the flow and the Current Value is reset,
that change can impact your query.

Apply user parameters to output steps
In an Output step you can apply user parameters to the following places:

¢ File name
¢ Sections of your file path
¢ Published data source name
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¢ Database table name
¢ Microsoft Excel worksheet name (version 2022.1.1 and later)

¢ Custom SQL scripts that run before or after writing flow output data to a database (version
2022.1.1 and later)

File name or file path
This output option is not available when creating or editing flows on the web

1. Inthe Output pane, select File from the Save output to drop-down list.
2. Inthe Name or Location field, click the parameter icon and select your parameter.

For file path, place your cursor in the location where you want to add the parameter.

Save output to Save to Superstore 5ales.l|

Year of 5ale | Returned?
2,016 nll
Name 2,016 null
Superstore Sales === | 2015 nudl
Location o |
ChUsers\mkim\Documents| My Tableau abe Region
Prep Repository\Datasources e hrm ,

When you run the flow you'll be prompted to enter your parameter values.

Published data source name

1. Inthe Output pane, in the Save output to drop-down list, select Published data
source.
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2. Inthe Name field, click the parameter icon and select your parameter.

Sawe oulput 1o Pulilizh to Mtnri:,n'_.'hl-:-eml
E!l Publizhed dats source - I
- ear of Sale  Retumed?
httos|gs-serve - Default - 2006 sl
2,016 L
Project 2,045 At
Defrult - 2,07 L
2,007 mutf
Hame 2,008 Auill
2,017 il
EX
il T
— Ak RlEgasn
1 E

When you run the flow you'll be prompted to enter your parameter values.

Database table and Before and After Custom SQL

1. In the Output tab, in the Save output to drop-down list, select Database table.
2. Inthe Table field, select Use Parameter, then select the parameter from the list.

Lave output o Diukpaut
E Databese tabis ¥ — E—— —
Yearof Sale  Returmed? o
Settingd Custom SOL
——— Z016 i a
U 2016 mull 4
Connection 013 L L
gl tegt 1l lpn v &0 oiall 4
2017 il 4
Catsbase 2018 maall a
Superinore - 2017 mall 2
A el £
Table [
© 2018 maall &
Select or enter & table name -
il -] il -
o n
. |P Eearch valid parametes n
Use Pasameter | Abc Region d

3. (Optional) Click on the Custom SQL tab. Starting in version 2022.1.1, you can enter a
SQL script with parameters to run Before and After the data is written to the table. To
include a parameter, click Insert Parameter, and select your parameter.

For more information about using SQL scripts when writing output to a database, see Save
flow output data to external databases on page 409.
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Note: Parameters used in SQL scripts must be manually deleted. See Manually

delete user parameters on page 224 for more information.

Al

ol

il

Optional; Execute this S0L bafore writing
flow data to database table rualf

il

SELECT INTQ Qrders

Save output to Write 5 of & fi
E Database table b
Order ID  Cf
Settings Custom SOL

HF
HF
P

KE
KE

¢¥earas From Orders

Abc Regions

# Years

il
!
il
null

!

m s

When you run the flow you'll be prompted to enter your parameter values.

Apply system parameters to output steps

In an Output step you can apply date and time system parameters to the following places:

¢ File name
¢ Published data source name

File name

This output option is not available when creating or editing flows on the web

1. Inthe Output pane, select File from the Save output to drop-down list.

2. Inthe Name field, click the parameter " icon and select from the following run date or

run time parameters. You can combine multiple system parameters to create whatever
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time stamp you need.

Run date
e Date: YYYY-MM-DD, YYYMMDD, DD-MM-YYYY
Month: Month Name, Month Number
Week Number
Quarter Number
¢ Year Number

Run time
* YYYY-MM-DD_HH-MM-SS (24 hour)
e YYYYMMDD_ HHMMSS (24 hour)

When you run the flow Tableau Prep applies the flow start run time using your local time
zone or the server time zone.

Published data source name

1.

2.

In the Output pane, in the Save output to drop-down list, select Published data source.

In the Name field, click the parameter “* icon and select from the following run date or

run time parameters. You can combine multiple system parameters to create whatever
time stamp you need.

Run date
e Date: YYYY-MM-DD, YYYMMDD, DD-MM-YYYY
Month: Month Name, Month Number
Week Number
Quarter Number
¢ Year Number

Run time
* YYYY-MM-DD_HH-MM-SS (24 hour)
* YYYYMMDD_HHMMSS (24 hour)

When you run the flow Tableau Prep applies the flow start run time using your local time
zone or the server time zone.

Apply user parameters to filter calculations

Use user parameters to filter data throughout your flow. Filter your data set in the input step or
apply filter parameters at the step or field value level. For example use a filter parameter to only

input data for a specific region or filter data in a step to a specific department.
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Note: Starting in version 2022.1, you can use copy and paste to reuse filter calculations
with parameters in other flows when the same parameter exists with the same name and

data type.

1. From the Input step or toolbar on the profile pane, click Filter Values. To add a parameter

filter to a field, from the More options - menu select Filters > Calculation.
2. Inthe Add Filter calculation editor, type the name of the parameter to select it from the
list (the parameter shows in purple), then click Save to save your filter.

Add Filter

Calculation is valid

When you run the flow you'll be prompted to enter your parameter values.

Apply user parameters to calculated fields

Use user parameters to replace constant values in calculations that you use throughout your
flow. You can apply calculation parameters at the step or field value level.

Note: Starting in version 2022.1, you can use copy and paste to reuse calculations with
parameters in other flows when the same parameter exists with the same name and data

type.

1. From the toolbar on the profile pane, click Create Calculated Field. To add a parameter

to a calculation on a field, from the More options - menu select Create Calculated

Field > Custom Calculation.

2. Inthe Add Field calculation editor, enter your calculation, type the name of the parameter
to select it from the list, then click Save to save your calculation.
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Add Field
r'Year of Sale? All

ACOS
AND
ASC
ASCI
ASIN
< | ATAN

ATANZ

AVG

CASE

CEILING
CHAR

CONTAINS

Cos
cot

COUNT

Calculation is valid ~

x
YEAR(date)
Returns the year of 2 given date
a5 an intager.
Example: YEAR(%#2004-04-12%) =
2004
4

When you run the flow you'll be prompted to enter your parameter values.

Delete user parameters

To delete user parameters that you no longer need, click Delete Parameter in the Edit
Parameter dialog. This removes any instance of the parameter used throughout the flow and
replaces it with the parameter's Current value. This action can't be undone.

Note: The options to delete parameters in a flow vary depending on your version. Use the
instructions below for version 2022.1 and later. Use Manually delete user parameters on
the next page for previous versions and to delete parameters used in Custom SQL scripts

that run before or after writing output to a database.

=

1. From the top menu, click the parameter =~ icon drop-down menu, then click Edit para-

meter for the parameter you want to delete.

2. Inthe Edit Parameter dialog, click Delete Parameter.
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3. Inthe confirmation dialog, click Delete Parameter again. You can click View in flow to
highlight the steps and investigate where the parameter is used before you delete it.

Delete Parameater x

Are you sure you want to delete the parameter? 2 instances
of the paramster will be removed from the flow and
| replaced with tha current value "South”™ .

<Region> %2 View in flow (2)

Manually delete user parameters

Applies to version 2021.4.4 and earlier and parameters used in pre and post Custom SQI scripts

Before you can delete a user parameter from your parameters list, you must first find and
remove all instances of the parameters from your flow, even from the Changes pane.
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1. From the top menu, click the parameter icon drop-down menu.

2. Forthe parameter that you want to delete, click View in flow to find all instances where the
parameter is used in the flow.

If the parameter is not used anywhere in the flow skip to step 4.
3. Foreach step where the parameter is used, remove the parameter, including deleting any
changes listed in the Changes pane.

=

4. From the top menu, click the parameter *~ icon drop-down menu and for the parameter

you want to delete, click Edit parameter.

5. Inthe Edit Parameter dialog, click Delete Parameter.

e x

Edit Parameter X

i Name (Required)
* [ Region X

Description

Sales regions

Data type Current value (required)
Abc String - South -

Allowable values

QOan @ List
List of values [ Delete

Value
South o

West
Central
East

Click to add new value

[
| Require selection at run time

)

The parameter will be replaced with the parameter's Current value.

Run flows with parameters

Running flows that include parameters is the same as running flows that don't have them, except
that users are prompted to enter user parameter values at run time or when adding the flow to a
schedule in Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud.

System parameters are applied automatically when the flow is run.
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If a user parameter is marked as a required, users must enter a value before they can run the

flow. If a parameter is optional, users can enter a value or accept the parameter's Current value

by default.

Required parameters are those that have the Require selection at run time (Prompt for

value at run time in prior releases) check box selected.

Edit Parameter

i Name (Required)

[ region

Description

Sales regions

Data type
Abe String

Allowable values

Oanl @ st

List of values

Value
South
West
Central
East

Click to add new value

|
[
! [¥] Require selection at run tim

[il Delete Parameter

-

Current value (required)
South

If you run flows using the command line interface and want to override the current (default)

parameter values, create a parameters override .json file and include the -p --parameters syntax

in your command line. For more information, see Refresh flow output files from the

command line on page 444.

Run flows manually

When you run a flow from Tableau Prep Builder or manually in Tableau Server or Tableau

Cloud, the Parameters dialog opens when you click Run.

1. Enter or select the user parameter values. If there are optional parameters in the flow, you

can enter the values at this time or accept the current (default) parameter value.

2. Click Run Flow to run the flow.
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Parameazars >
Regquired Parameters

Regions

Years

[ Cancel |

For more information about running flows, see Publish a Flow to Tableau Server or Tableau
Cloud on page 482.

Run flows on a schedule

When you schedule flows to run on Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud, you will need to enter any
required user parameter values when scheduling the flows.

1. Onthe New Tasks or Linked Tasks tab, in the Set Parameters section, enter or select
the parameter values. If there are optional parameters in the flow, you can enter the values
at this time or leave the field empty to use the current (default) parameter value.

2. Click Create Tasks to schedule your flow.
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Clean and Shape Data

Tableau Prep offers various cleaning operations that you can use to clean and shape your data.
Cleaning up dirty data makes it easier to combine and analyze your data or makes it easier for
others to understand your data when sharing your data sets.

You can also clean your data using a pivot step or a script step to apply R or Python scripts to
your flow. Script steps aren’t supported in Tableau Cloud. For more information, see Pivot Your
Data on page 347 or Use R and Python scripts in your flow on page 355.

About cleaning operations

You clean data by applying cleaning operations such as filtering, adding, renaming, splitting,
grouping, or removing fields. You can perform cleaning operations in most step types in your
flow. You can also perform cleaning operations in the data grid in a cleaning step.

You can apply limited cleaning operations in the Input step and can't apply cleaning operations in
the output step. For more information about applying cleaning operations in the Input step, see
Apply cleaning operations in an input step on page 116.

Available cleaning operations

The following table shows which cleaning operations are available in each step type:

Input Clean Aggregate Pivot Join @ Union New Output

Rows

Filter X X X X X X X
Group Val- X X X X
ues

Clean X X X X X
Convert X X X X X X
Dates

Split Values X X X X X
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Rename X X X X X X
Field

Rename X

Fields (in

bulk)

Duplicate X X X X X
Field

Keep Only X X X X X X X
Field

Remove X X X X X X X
Field

Create Cal- X X X X X
culated

Field

Edit Value X X X X X
Change X X X X X X X
Data Type

As you make changes to your data, annotations are added to the corresponding step in the Flow
pane and an entry is added in the Changes pane to track your actions. If you make changes in
the Input step, the annotation shows to the left of the step in the Flow pane and shows in the
Input profile in the field list.

The order that you apply your changes matters. Changes made in Aggregate, Pivot, Join, and
Union step types are performed either before or after those cleaning actions, depending on
where the field is when you make the change. Where the change was made is shown in the
Changes pane for the step.

The following example shows changes made to several fields in a Join step. The change is
performed before the join action to give the corrected results.
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Pl

Orders + Returns 25 fizlds 16K rows

Orders (Central)

GELE
L ]

Fix Dates

@

Returns (all)

Y Filter Values...

=

All Orders

GE&EF

Clean Motes/Ap...

[ERT R C

- L |
N

Orders + Returns Clg

E Create Calculated Field...

All Orders ol

1 Product ID 1Order ID

FUR-BO-10000112 CA-201fZ

FUR-BO-10000330 CA-201¢
FUR-BO-10000330 CA-201¢
FUR-BO-10000330 CA-2

FUR-BO-10000362 CA-2

FUR-BO-10000362
FUR-BO-10000362 CA-2
FUR-BO-10000362 CA-
FUR-BO-10000362
FUR-BO-10000468 CA-
FUR-BO-10000468 CA-
FUR-BO-10000468 ({

FUR-BO-10000468
P

HEEE Uirrozes(E) Join Clauses [|  Show only mismatched values ¥
[* Remove Field )
Clean MNotes/Approver jel
Table Mames
X 1 Product 1D 1 Order ID
[® Remove Field
File Paths FUR-BO-10000362 CA-201f %
; FUR-BC-10002268 CA-201¢
[ cCalculated Field
: FUR-BC-1000315% CA-201¢
Discount
FNULL([Discount],0) FUR-B0-10004218 CA-201¢
. FUR-CH-10000847 CA-2017
[= cCalculated Field
FUR-CH-10000847 CA-2017
Year of Sale
YEAR([Order Dats]) FUR-CH-10000853 CA-201¢
. FUR-CH-10000988 CA-201!
3 Filter
: FUR-CH-10001146 CA-2010
Discount
Exclude: (17.0 - 18.0) FUR-CH-10002647 CA-201¢
. FUR-CH-10002774 CA-201¢
a Join
[Product ID] == [Product ID],[Order ID] == FUR-CH-10002361 CA-2014
[Order ID] FUR-CH-10003396 CA-201¢~
4 v

The following table shows where the cleaning action is performed in Aggregate, Pivot, Join, and

Union step types depending on where the field is in the step.

Action/ | Aggreg-

Step ate

Type:

Field Groupe-

Loca- d fields

tion:

Filter Before
Aggreg-

Tableau Software

Aggreg-
ate

Aggreg-
ated
fields

After
Aggreg-

Pivot Pivot

Not | Creat-
in ed
pivot | from
pivot
Befo-  After
re Pivot

Join

Includ-
edin
one
table*

Befor-
e Join

Join Union Union |New
Rows
Includ- Mis- Com- Field
edin matche- @ bined used
both | dfields | fields to gen-
table- erate
s* rows
After Before After After
Join Union Union New
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ation ation Pivot Rows

Group | NA NA Befo- After | Befor- | After | Before After After
Values re Pivot | eJoin | Join Union Union New
Pivot Rows

Clean NA NA Befo- | After | Befor- | After Before After After
re Pivot | e Join | Join Union Union New

Pivot Rows

Con- Before After Befo- | After | Befor- | After | Before After After
vert Aggreg- | Aggreg- | re Pivot | eJoin | Join Union Union | New

Dates ation ation Pivot Rows
Split NA NA Befo- After | Befor- | After | Before After After
Values re Pivot | eJoin | Join Union Union New
Pivot Rows
Renam- NA NA Befo- | After | Befor- | After Before After Befor-
e Field re Pivot | e Join | Join Union Union e New
Pivot Rows
Duplic-  NA NA Befo- After | Befor- | After | Before After After
ate re Pivot | eJoin | Join Union Union New
Field Pivot Rows

Keep After After Befo- After | Befor- | After | Before After After
Only Aggreg- | Aggreg- | re Pivot | e Join | Join Union Union | New
Field ation ation Pivot Rows

Remov- Remov- Remov- | Befo- After | Befor- @ After Before After After

e Field esfrom | esfrom | re Pivot | edJoin | Join Union Union | New
Aggreg-  Aggreg- @ Pivot Rows
ation ation

Create = NA NA Befo-  After @ After | After  Before After After

Cal- re Pivot | Join Join Union Union New

culated Pivot Rows

Field
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Edit NA NA Befo-
Value re
Pivot

Chang- Before After Befo-
e Data | Aggreg-  Aggreg- re
Type ation ation Pivot

After
Pivot

After
Pivot

Befor-
e Join

Befor-
e Join

After
Join

Befor-
e Join

Before
Union

Before
Union

After
Union

After
Union

After
New
Rows

Befor-
e New
Rows

Note: For joins, if the field is a calculated field that was created using a field from one table,
the change is applied before the join. If the field is created with fields from both tables, the

change is applied after the join.

Apply cleaning operations

To apply cleaning operations to fields, use the toolbar options or click More options - on the

field profile card, data grid, or Results pane to open the menu.

In Aggregate, Pivot, Join, and Union step types, the More options ‘- menu is available on the

profile cards in the Results pane and corresponding data grid. If you perform the same cleaning

operations or actions over and over throughout your flow, you can copy and paste your steps,

actions, or even fields. For more information see Copy steps, actions and fields on page 282.

Profile pane toolbar

Tableau Software

Drop-down menu
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Fix Dates 27 Fieics 2KAows wf  Fawn Oty . Exlude fat
Abc
} 1
E B7 | A Return Re...
& OederDate 720 Region 1 = - 4
3T
§ L [Cemtral ) Defective

04042018 s

General

|
©

Filter
Clean
Group Values

Split Values

Incorrect Product Ordered Identify Duplicate Rows
Incorrect Product Shipped
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Select your view

You can perform cleaning operations outside of the profile or results pane in the data grid orin

the list view. Use the view toolbar

B8|= B | search

2l

More options - on a field to open the cleaning menu.
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a0

to change your view, then click

Show profile pane: ™ This is the default view. Select this button to go back to the Pro-

file pane or Results pane view.
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Show data grid: E2 Collapse the profile or results pane to expand and show only the
data grid. This view provides a more detailed view of your data and can be useful when
you need to work with specific field values. After you select this option, this view state per-

sists across all steps in your flow but you can change it at any time.

Note: Not all cleaning operations are available in the data grid. For example if you
want to edit a value in-line, you must use the Profile pane.

Show list view B (Tableau Prep Builderon the web): Convert the profile pane or results

pane into a list. After you select this option, this view state persists across all steps in your
flow but you can change it at any time.

In this view you can:
¢ Select and remove multiple rows using the X option.

Select and hide or unhide multiple rows using the & option.

¢ Rename fields in bulk.
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« Use the More options - menu to apply operations to selected fields.

If you assign a data role to the field, or select Filter, Group Values, Clean, or Split
Values, you're returned to the Profile or Results view to complete those actions. All
other options can be performed in the list view.

FixDates =2 e 2 Faremafivics [2 Poccoomessonons [ Mwgefiaiis [ swes e Fisn A e Finicy 5 M m:gi £ Search -

Type  Field Hame Changes

B OrderDete

1y

o o
| & | snpoate & x
| # | rowo

Order ID

Remave

Segment

Pause data updates to boost performance

As you perform cleaning operations on your data, Tableau Prep applies your changes as you go
to show you the results immediately. To save valuable processing time when you know the
changes you need to make and don't need immediate feedback as you make each change, you
can boost performance by pausing data updates.

When you pause data updates, you can make all your changes at once, then resume updates to
see your results. You can resume data updates and enable all available operations at any time.
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Note: When you pause data updates, any operations that require you to see your values
are disabled. For example if you want to apply a filter to selected values, you need to see
the values you want to exclude.
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1. Inthe top menu, click Pause data updates to pause updates.

B8 Tableau Prep Builder - Superstore

File Edit Flow Server

Connections

Orders_West.csv

return reasons_new...

|::! uota

Orders_East.xlsx

Help

« > |alc »-

orders_south_... Remowe Mulls
® —
L]
Orders_East Fix Data Type

2. Tableau Prep converts the Profile pane into the List view. In List view, use the More

options

menu to apply operations to selected fields. If the operation requires you to see

your values, it is disabled. To enable the operation, you must resume data updates.

For more information about using List view mode, see Select your view on page 234.

Year of Sale o

Abc

Abc

Abe

Returned?
Days to Ship
Approver
Return Notes
Order ID
Return Reason
Category

City

Country
Customer ID

Customer Name

Filter 3

Group Values 3

Rename Field

Duplicate Field

Heep Only Field

Create Calculated Field » | Custem Calculation

(? Updates are paused. Click Resume to use
© this feature.
Hide Field @ Learnmore

3. To see the results of your changes or enable a disabled feature, resume data updates.

Click the Resume data updates button, click the Resume button in the menu dialog or in

the message banner at the top of the Flow pane.

Note: Tableau Prep Builder gives you an option to resume updates directly from the

menu. If editing flows on the web, you'll need to resume updates from the top menu.
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Apply cleaning operations

To apply cleaning operations to a field, do the following:

1. Inthe Profile pane, data grid, Results pane, or list view, select the field you want to make

changes to.

2. From either the toolbar or More options - menu for the field , select from the following

options:
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¢ Filter or Filter Values: Select from one of the filter options, right-click or Ctrl-click
(MacOS) a field value to keep or exclude values. You can also use the Selected
Values filter to pick and choose the values to filter, included values not in your flow
sample. For more information about filter options, see Filter Your Data on
page 177.

¢ Group Values (Group and Replace in prior versions): Manually select values or
use automatic grouping. You can also multi-select values in the Profile card and
right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) to group or ungroup values or edit the group value.
For more information about using Group Values, see Automatically map values
to a standard value using fuzzy match on page 258.

¢ Clean: Select from a list of quick cleaning operations to apply to all values in the
field.

¢ Convert Dates: For fields assigned to a Date or Date & Time data type, select from
a list of DATEPART quick cleaning operations to convert your date field values to
an integer value representing year, quarter, month, week, day, or a date and time
value. You can also select from two DATENAME quick cleaning operations, day of
the week or month name, to convert your date field values.
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* Custom Fiscal Year : If your fiscal year doesn't start in January, you can set
a custom fiscal month to convert the date using that month instead of the
default month of January.

» This setting is on a per field basis, so if you want to apply a custom fiscal year
to other fields, repeat this same step.

To open the dialog, from the More options - menu, select Convert Dates >

Custom Fiscal Year.

Custom Fiscal Year

Convert dates

Select a date option A

Fiscal vear start

January v

« Split Values: Split values automatically based on a common separator or use cus-
tom split to specify how you want to split field values. Automatic split and custom
split work the same as they do in Tableau Desktop. For more information, see Split a
Field into Multiple Fields in the Tableau Desktop and Web Authoring Help.

* Rename Field: Edit the field name.

¢ Duplicate Field: Create a copy of your field and values.

¢ Keep Only Field: Keep only the selected field and exclude all other fields in the
step.

¢ Create Calculated Field: Write a custom calculation in the Calculation editor or use
the Visual Calculation editor to create level of detail, rank or row number cal-
culations. For more information, see Create Level of Detail, Rank, and Tile Cal-
culations on page 295.

¢ Publish as Data Role: Create custom data roles that you can then apply to your
fields to validate the field values when cleaning data. For more information about
this option, see Create custom data roles on page 196.
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¢ Hide Field: If you have fields you want to keep in your flow but don't need to clean,
you can hide them out of the way instead of removing them. For more information,
see Hide fields on page 179.
¢ Remove: Remove the field from the flow.
3. Toedita value, right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) one or more values and select Edit Value
then enter a new value. You can also select Replace with Null to replace the values with
a Null value or double-click in a single field to edit it directly. For more information about
editing field values see Edit field values on page 249.
4. Review the results of these operations in the Profile pane, Summary panes or data grid.

Rename fields in bulk

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2021.2.1 and later. Supported in Tableau Prep on
the web in Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud version 2021.2 and later.

Use the Rename Fields option to rename multiple fields in bulk. Search for parts of a field name
to replace or remove it, or add prefixes or suffixes to all or selected fields in your data set.

You can also automatically apply the same change to any fields added in the future that match
your criteria by selecting the Automatically rename new fields check box when making your
changes.

Note: This option is only available in a Clean step type.

1. InaClean step, from the toolbar, select Rename Fields.
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Your view is automatically converted to the List view showing all the fields in your flow.
You can use the Search option in the toolbar to narrow your results.

FixDates 21%as T ot el [ raamaFiaes G trane aiccianes Fuase =} ﬁﬂlE B Searth B
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#  RowliD
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=] City
= Sute
# | Postal Codi
¢ | ProductiD
=) Category
(=) Sub-Category

All fields are selected by default. Clear the top check box to clear the selection for all fields
to manually select only the fields you want to change.
2. Inthe Rename Fields pane, select from the following options:
¢ Replace text: In the Find text field, find matching text using the Search options,
then enter the replacement text in the Replace with field. To find blank spaces,
press the space bar in the Find text field.

Note: Renaming fields can't result in blank or duplicate field names.

Find text [contsins) = E ]
tle ) & Row 1D
Erber tew % toreplac XS (w2}
Erter bext toreplace = Ak ledias I

Search Opticas

(=) Contains
Leswe Blank fo remave bext SEY
() Starts with
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* Add prefix: Add text to the beginning of all selected field names.
¢ Add suffix: Add text to the end of all selected field names.

As you make your entries, your results display in the List view pane.
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3. (optional) Select Automatically rename new fields to automatically apply these same

changes to new fields that match your replacement criteria when your data is refreshed.
4. Click Rename to apply your changes and close the pane. The Rename button shows the

number of fields that are impacted by your changes.
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View your changes

The different types of cleaning operations are represented by icons over the steps in your flow. If

more than four types of operations are applied to a step, an ellipsis displays over the step. Hover

over these icons to view annotations showing applied operations and the order in which they are

performed.

Starting in Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.1.3 and later and on the web, you can click on an

annotation on the change icon on a step in the Flow pane or on a profile card in the Profile or

Results pane and the change and field it impacts will be highlighted in the Changes pane and

the Profile or Results pane.
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You can also select a step and then expand the Changes pane to view the details for each

change, edit or remove your changes, drag changes up or down to change the order in which

they're applied and add a description to provide context to other users. For more information

about adding descriptions to your changes, see Add descriptions to flow steps and cleaning

actions on page 157.

Cleaning annotation

Tableau Software
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When viewing changes in an Aggregation, Pivot, Join, or Union step, the order that the change
is applied shows either before or after the reshaping action. The order of these changes is
applied by the system and cannot be changed. You can edit and remove the change.

Pivot Quotas 3 ficlds 16 rows % Filter Values...
Settings Changes (1)
7> Pivot

Fields Pivoted: 1

“A, Change Type
Year

To Number (whole) type

Merge fields

If you have fields that contain the same values but are named differently, you can easily merge
them into a single field to combine them by dragging one field on top of the other. When you
merge the fields, the target field becomes the primary field and the field name of the target field
persists. The field that you merge to the target field is removed.

Example:
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When you merge fields, Tableau Prep keeps all of the fields from the target field and replaces any
nulls in that field with values from the source fields that you merge with the target field. The
source fields are removed.

Example
Name Contact_Phone Business_Phone Cell_Phone Home_Phone
Bob 123-4567 123-4567 null null
Sally null null 456-7890 789-0123
Fred null null null 567-8901
Emma null 234-5678 345-6789 null

If you merge the Business _Phone, Cell_Phone and Home_Phone fields with the Contact_
phone field, the other fields are removed and results in the following:

Name Contact_Phone

Bob 123-4567
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Sally 456-7890
Fred 567-8901
Emma 234-5678

To merge fields, do one of the following:

¢ Drag and drop one field onto another. A Drop to merge fields indicator displays.

» Select multiple fields and right-click within the selection to open the context menu, and
then click Merge Fields.

¢ Select multiple fields, and then click Merge Fields on the toolbar.

For information about how to fix mismatched fields as a result of a union, see Fix fields that
don’t match on page 384.

Apply cleaning operations using recom-
mendations

Sometimes it can be hard to identify which cleaning operation you need to use to fix problems in
your data. Tableau Prep can analyze your data and recommend cleaning operations that you
can apply automatically to quickly fix problems in your data fields or help to identify problems so
you can fix them. This feature is available in all step types except Input, Output and Join step
types.

Note: In Tableau Prep Builder, if you don't want to use this feature, you can turn it off.
From the top menu, go to Help > Settings and Performance. Then click on Enable
Recommendations to clear the check mark next to the setting.

Recommendation types include:

e Dataroles

e Filter

¢ Group values

¢ Pivot columns to rows

¢ Replace values with Null values
¢ Remove fields
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» Split (This option works specifically with data in fixed-width type text files. To use the split
recommendation with this file type, after you connect to the data source, in the Input step,
in the Text Settings tab, select a Field Separator character that is not used in the data so
the data loads as a single field.)

e Trim spaces

Apply recommendations

1. Do one of the following:

Click the light bulb 9 icon in the top right corner of the profile card.
¢ From the toolbar, click the Recommendations drop-down arrow to view all recom-
mendations for your data set and select a recommendation from the list.

This option only appears when recommended changes are identified by Tableau Prep.

AEe g ) SRecommendazions ¥ [B§ | Sezrch =

Companylo.. 53z - O . == | [Region] Change Data Roleto City
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— [Country] Change Daza Role o Country/Region
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Argantina r [Postal Cade] Change Data Role to ZIP Code/Postcode

Bustralia

Austria
Eelgium
Bolivia

Brazil

Canada

Chila

Colembia
Costa Rica
Czech Republic
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2. To apply the recommendation, hover on the Recommendations card and then click
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¢ The change is automatically applied and an entry is added to the Changes pane.
To remove the change, click Undo in the top menu or hover over the change in the
Changes pane and click the X to remove it.

 If you apply a recommendation to pivot fields, a Pivot step is automatically created
where you can then perform any additional pivot actions like renaming the pivoted
fields or pivoting on additional fields.

3. If Tableau Prep identifies further recommendations as a result of the change, the light
bulb icon remains on the Profile card until no further recommendations are found.
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Repeat the steps above to apply any additional changes or ignore the suggested change and use

the other cleaning tools to address the data problems.</p>

Edit field values

Multiple variations of the same value can prevent you from accurately summarizing your data.

You can quickly and easily correct these variations using the following options.

Note: Any edits that you make to the values must be compatible with the field data type.

Edit a single value

1. In the Profile card, click the value you want to edit, and enter the new value. A group icon

& shows next to the value.

Alternatively, right-click a value and click Edit Value. The change is recorded in the

Changes pane on the left side of the screen.

Tableau Software

249



Tableau Prep Help

Abc

Product Name 1x

H10 5elf-5eal White E...
#10White Business E
#10-41/8" x5 1/2"R
H10-4 1/8" x99 1/2" 5
1 7 Cubic Foot Compac..
12-1/2 Diameter Roun..
14-7/3 x 11 Blue Bar C...

2200 Heavy-Duty Tran...
24 Capacity Maxi Data...
24-Hour Round Wall CI...
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2. View the results in the Profile pane, and data grid.

Edit multiple values

You have several options to edit multiple values at once. For example, use quick cleaning
operations to remove punctuation for all values in a field, manually group values using multi-
select, automatically group values together using fuzzy-match algorithms that find similar values
or select multiple values and replace them with Null.

Note: When you map multiple values to a single value, the original field shows a group

icon @ next to the value, showing you which values are grouped together.

Edit multiple values using quick cleaning operations

This option applies only to text fields.
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1. Inthe Profile pane, Results pane or data grid, select the field you want to edit.

2. Click More options - , select Clean, and then select one of the following options:

* Make Uppercase: Change all values to uppercase text.

» Make Lowercase: Change all values to lowercase text.

¢ Make Titlecase: Change all values to title case text.

 Remove Letters: Remove all letters and leave only other characters.

* Remove Numbers: Remove all numbers and leave letters and other characters.
¢ Remove Punctuation: Remove all punctuation.

e Trim Spaces: Remove leading and trailing spaces.
« Remove Extra Spaces: Remove leading and trailing whitespace and replace extra

whitespace in-between characters with a single space.

« Remove All Spaces: Remove all whitespace, including leading and trailing

whitespace and any whitespace in between characters.

Abc

Incorrect Product Shipped
Mo Longer Meeded

Product Listed Incorrectly

Return Re... ¢ - - 0
Defective

General

Incorrect Product Ordered

Filter

Clean

Group Values
Split Values

dentify Duplicate Rows

« Detail

Fename Field
Duplicate Field
Keep Only Field

Create Calculated Field

Hide Field

Femove

vy vy v ¥

*

Mzake Uppercase
Mzke Lowercass
Mzke Titleczszs
FRemove Letters
Remove Numbers

Remove Punctuation

Trim Spaces
Remove Extra Spaces

Remove All Spaces

You can stack operations to apply multiple cleaning operations to the fields. For example

first select Clean > Remove Numbers and then select Clean > Remove Punctuation to

remove all numbers and punctuation from the field values.
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3. Toundo your changes, click the Undo arrow at the top of the Flow pane, or remove the
change from the change list.

Group and edit multiple values inline

Use this option to manually select multiple values and group them under a standard value in the
profile card. To use other methods to group values, see Manually map multiple values to a
standard value on the facing page and Automatically map values to a standard value
using fuzzy match on page 258.

1. Inthe Profile card, select the field you want to edit.

2. Press Ctrl or Shift+click or Command or Shift+click (MacOS), and select the values that
you want to group.

3. Right-click, and select Group from the context menu. The value in the selection that you
right-click becomes the default name for the new group but you can edit this in-line.

=

Ak [ ]

Hotes-Split2 0 = = O ...

Ll

£ Arnold
C Arnold
. armald
C.. Arnold Kaap Only
CfArnold Exclude

E Willlams

EWilliams Replace with Hull
E Williams Group

EWilliams

F Azad

4. To edit the group name, select the grouped field and edit the value or right-click or
Ctrl+click (Mac) on the grouped field and select Edit Value from the context menu.

5. Toungroup the grouped field values, right-click on the grouped field and select Ungroup
from the context menu.

Replace one or more values with Null

If you have data rows that you want to include in your analysis but you want to exclude certain
field values you can change them to a Null value.
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1. Inthe Profile card, press Ctrl or Shift+click or Command or Shift+click (on Mac), and
select the values that you want to change
2. Right-click or Ctrl+click (Mac), and select Repace with Null from the menu. The values

are changed to Null and the group icon & shows next to the value.

Abc

CustomerID 23 = - O ...

AA-103135
AA-10375
AA-10480
AA-105  HeepOnly
AB-100) Exclude
AB-100

AB-1010 | Replace with Null
AB-101' Group

AB-10L1 |

AB-1025=

AB-10e00

AC-10420

Manually map multiple values to a standard
value

Use Group Values (Group and Replace in previous versions) to map the value of a field from
one value to another or manually select multiple values to group them. You can even add new
values to set up mapping relationships to organize your data.

For example, let’s say you have three values in a field: My Company, My Company Incorporated,
and My Company Inc. All these values represent the same company, My Company. You can use
Group Values to map the values My Company Incorporated and My Company Inc to My
Company, so that all three values appear as My Company in the field.
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Map multiple values to a single selected field

1. In the Profile pane or Results pane, select the field you want to edit.

2. Select More options - and select Group Values (Group and Replace in previous ver-
sions) > Manual Selection from the menu.

3. Inthe left pane of the Group Values editor, select the field value that you want to use as
the grouping value. This value now shows at the top of the right pane.

4. In the lower section of the right pane in the Group Values editor, select the values you
want to add to the group.

Group Values by Manual Selection Done

Product Name 1% "While you Were Out” M... 2 memberz 4 | O
message
& |"'While you Were Out” Message... "While you Were Qut” Message Bo... =
#10 Gummed Flap White Envelo... Adams Phone Message Book, 200 ...
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#10-41/8" x5 1/2" Recycled En...
£10-41/3" x5 1/2" Security-Ti...
#10-41/8" x93 1/2" Premium Di...
#6 3/4 Gummed Flap White Env...
1 7 Cubic Foot Compact “Cube™ __.
12 Colored Short Pencils

12-1/2 Diameter Round Wall Clo...
14-7/8x 11 Blue Bar Computer .
24 Capacity Maxi Data Binder R...

1goooodgon

To remove values from the group, in the upper section of the right pane in the Group
Values editor, clear the check box next to the values.

Create a group by selecting multiple values

1. Inthe Profile pane or Results pane, select the field you want to edit.

2. Select More options - and select Group Values (Group and Replace in previous ver-

sions) > Manual Selection from the menu.
3. Inthe left pane of the Group Values editor, select multiple values that you want to group.
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4.

In the right pane of the Group Values editor, click Group Values.

Group Values by Manual Selection Done

Product Name 1%

Multiple values selected

While yvou Were Qut” Message_

Group Values

10 Gummed Flap White Envelo...

#10 YWhite Business Envelopes,...

Orselect a single value to edit group

#10-4 1/8" x5 1/2" Recycled En...

members.

F10-41/8" x5 1/2" Security-Ti...

#10-41/8" x5 1/2" Premium Di...
#6 3/4 Gummed Flap White Env...
1.7 Cubic Foot Compact "Cube™ _

12 Colored Short Pencils

12-1/2 Diameter Round Wall Clo...

14-7/8 x 11 Blue Bar Computer ...
24 Capacity Maxi Data Binder R

Produsct Name 25

envglope ® | e

& [#63/4 Gummed Flag Whize Fro | =
Rirmall Ervelapes Edit Value
Blue String-Tie & Butten ln  Replace with Hull
Brewn Krafz Reayeled Enve  Group
Camad Buff Policy Ervalop  Ungroup
Fashion Color Clasp Ervela
Globe Weis Peel & Seel Firg
Grip S=al Envelopes
Inter-Cffice Ragypclad Envelopas_
Lager & Ik Jet Business Envala...
Manils Recycled Exuen-Hemaowe...
Fastel Pink Ervelopes

ODooc

Growp and Replace Done

= e & <o 263 Gummed Flap White Enve_. £ mamsars

=10 Gurened Flag White Ervelope.. =
=10 Whize Busimess Ervelopes 4 1. I
=i0-2 18" x91/2" Recycled Env,
=104 118" x 9 12" Security-Tint ..,
210-4 178" x5 172" Premium Disg

EB6 3/d Gummed Flap YWhite Enved ..
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A new group is created using the last selected value as the group name. To edit the group
name, select the grouped field and edit the value or right-click or Ctrl+click (MacOS) on the
grouped field and select Edit Value from the menu.
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Add and identify values that aren't in the data set

If you want to map values in your data set to a new value that doesn't exist, you can add it
using Group Values (Group and Replace in previous versions). To easily identify any
values that are not in the data set, these values are marked with a red dot next to the
value name in the Group Values editor.

For example in the image below, Wyoming and Nevada aren’t in the data set.

Group Values by Manual Selection Done

State 11 Wyoming 2 members

WY =

) Wyoming ®
Arizons

California
Colorado
Idaho
Montana
& MNevada
Mew Mexico
Oregon
Utah
YWashington
& I'u'u'ycnrning I

Ooooooooood

Some reasons why a value might not be in the data set include the following:
¢ You just added the new value manually.
e The value is no longer in the data.
¢ Thevalueisin the data, butisn’tin the sampled data set.

To add a new value:
1. Inthe Profile pane or Results pane, select the field you want to edit.

2. Click More options - and select Group Values (Group and Replace in previous

versions) > Manual Selection from the context menu.

3. Intheleft pane of the Group Values editor, click the plus ® to add a new value.
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4. Type a new value in the field and press Enter to add it.

Group Values by Manual Selection Done

State 11

| Wyoming

x]

Arizona
California
Colorado
Idaho

Maontana

& INevada

Mew Mexico
Oregon
Utah
Washington
WY

MNevada =mambars

Mevadz »
Ny

u[s]u[s]s[s]s[s]n]s

5. Inthe right pane, select the values that you want to map to the new value.

Group Values by Manual Selection Done

State 11

Add new value

Arizona
California
Colorado
Idaho
Montana

& Nevada
Mew Mexico
Qregon
Utah
Washington

& |Wyoming

Wyoming 2 membars

WY
Whyoming #

6. (Optional) To add additional new values to your mapped value, click the plus(‘B but-

ton in the right pane in the Group Values editor.
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Automatically map values to a standard value

using fuzzy match

To search for and automatically group similar values, use one of the fuzzy match algorithms.

Field values are grouped under the value that appears most frequently. Review the grouped

values and add or remove values in the group as needed.

If you use data roles to validate your field values, you can use the Group Values (Group and

Replace in previous versions) option to match invalid values with valid ones. For more

information, see Group similar values by data role on page 204

Choose one of the following options to group values:

258

¢ Pronunciation: Find and group values that sound alike. This option uses the Metaphone

3 algorithm that indexes words by their pronunciation and is most suitable for English
words. This type of algorithm is used by many popular spell checkers. This option isn't
available for data roles.

Common Characters: Find and group values that have letters or numbers in common.
This option uses the ngram fingerprint algorithm that indexes words by their unique char-
acters after removing punctuation, duplicates, and whitespace. This algorithm works for
any supported language. This option isn't available for data roles.

For example, this algorithm would match names that are represented as "John Smith"
and "Smith, John" because they both generate the key "hijmnost". Since this algorithm
doesn't consider pronunciation, the value "Tom Jhinois" would have the same key
"hijmnost" and would also be included in the group.

Spelling: Find and group text values that are spelled alike. This option uses the Leven-
shtein distance algorithm to compute an edit distance between two text values using a
fixed default threshold. It then groups them together when the edit distance is less than
the threshold value. This algorithm works for any supported language. It is available to
use after a datarole is applied. In that case, it matches the invalid values to the closest
valid value using the edit distance. If the standard value isn't in your data set sample,
Tableau Prep adds it automatically and marks the value as not in the original data set.
Pronunciation +Spelling: If you assign a data role to your fields, you can use that data
role to match and group values with the standard value defined by your data role. This
option then matches invalid values to the most similar valid value based on spelling and
pronunciation. If the standard value isn't in your data set sample, Tableau Prep adds it
automatically and marks the value as not in the original data set. This option is most
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suitable for English words.

For more information see Clean and Shape Data on page 229. Want to read more about

these fuzzy match algorithms? See Automated Grouping in Tableau Prep Builder on

Tableau.com.

Group similar values using fuzzy match

1. Inthe Profile pane or Results pane, select the field you want to edit.

2. Click More options ‘- and select Group Values then select one of these options:

¢ Pronunciation

¢ Common Characters

e Spelling

Abi

Customer... £2¢

Aaron Bergman
Aaron Hawkins
Aaron Smayling
Adam Bellavance
Adam Hart
Adam Shillingsburg
Adrian Barton
Adrian Hane
Adrian Shami
Alan Barnes
Alzn Dominguez

Alan Hwang

=P

Filter

Clean

Group Values
Split Walues

« Detail

Rename Field
Duplicate Field
Keep Only Field

¥ ¥ v v

Create Calculated Field »

Publish s Data Raole...

Remove

Manual Selection
Pronunciation
Common Characters

Spelling

Tableau Prep Builder finds and groups values that match and replaces them with the value

that occurs most frequently in the group.

3. Review the groupings and manually add or remove values or edit them as needed. Then
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click Done.
Group Values by Spelling Done
Product Name 1 12-1/2 Diameter Round Wall Clock z mambers
— Grouping +
O 12-1/2 Diameter Round Wall Clock -

) 9-3/4 Diameter Round Wall Clack
"While you Were Qut” Message...

10 5elf-5ezl White Envelopes
10 White Business Envelopes,...
#10-4 1/8" x5 1/2" Recycled En...
#10-4 /8" x5 12" Security-Ti...
#6 3/4 Gummed Flap White Env...
12 Colored Short Pencils

@ |12-1/2 Diameter Round Wall Clo... |
14-7/8x 11 Blue Bar Computer .
2300 Heawvy-Duty Transfer File 5.
24 Capacity Maxi Data Binder R...
24-Hour Round Wall Clock

OOooooooodoo

Adjust your results when grouping field values

If you group similar values by Spelling or Pronunciation, you can change your results by using
the slider on the field to adjust how strict the grouping parameters are.

Depending on how you set the slider, you can have more control over the number of values
included in a group and the number of groups that get created. By default, Tableau Prep detects
the optimal grouping setting and shows the slider in that position.

When you change the threshold, Tableau Prep analyzes a sample of the values to determine the
new grouping. The groups generated from the setting are saved and recorded in the Changes
pane, but the threshold setting isn't saved. The next time the Group Values editor is opened,
either from editing your existing change or making a new change, the threshold slider is shown
in the default position, enabling you to make any adjustments based on your current data set.

1. Inthe Profile pane or Results pane, select the field you want to edit.

2. Click More options - and select Group Values (Group and Replace in previous ver-

sions) then select one of these options:
¢ Pronunciation
¢ Spelling
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Albuguergue
Anaheim
Antioch
Apple Valley
Arvada
Auburn
Aurcra
Avondale
Bakersfield
Bellevue
Bellingham
Billings

)
Filter 3
Clean 3
Group Values 3 Group Values by
Split Values 3 Manual Selection
Pronunciation
ew State Commen Characters
« Detail Spelling

Rename Field
Duplicate Field
Keep Only Field

Create Calculated Field »
Publish s Data Role...

Remove

Tableau Prep finds and groups values that match and replaces them with the value that

occurs most frequently in the group.
3. Inthe left pane of the Group Values editor, drag the slider to one of the 5 threshold levels

to change your results.
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Group Values by Pronunciation

City 152 Inglewood 2 members
= Grouping +
) Englewood i
Fort Collins el
Fresno D Albuguerque
Gilbert 1| O Anaheim
Glendale L [ Antioch
Great Falls ] Apple Valley
Greeley |:| Arvada
Gresham = L] Auburn
Helena B L] Aurora
Henderson [ ] Avondale
Hesperia |:| Bakarsfield
Hillsboro [ Bellevue
Huntington Beach ] Bellingham -

To set a stricter threshold, move the slider to the left. This results in fewer matches and
creates less groups. To set a looser threshold, move the slider to the right. This results in
more matches and creates more groups.

4. Click Done to save your changes.

Build Tableau Prep flows with Tableau Agent

As of October 14, 2025, Data Cloud has been rebranded to Data 360. During this transition, you
may see references to Data Cloud in our application and documentation. While the name is new,
the functionality and content remains unchanged.

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder and Tableau Prep Web Authoring in Tableau Cloud version
2025.2 and later, and Tableau Server version 2025.3 and later.

Tableau Agent in Tableau Prep is a generative Al feature that can help you clean and transform
your data. In prior releases, you could use Tableau Agent to help you create calculated fields as
you built your flow. Starting in version 2025.2, you can use Tableau Agent to help you clean your
data and build your flow, as well as get help creating calculated fields. This feature is available in
Tableau Prep Builder and Tableau Prep Web Authoring in Tableau Cloud and Tableau Server
(version 2025.3 and later).

To use Tableau Agent, simply describe what you want to do using natural language like "Split
the flight Details field into separate fields for flight, date, class, and price", or "Change the Order
date field values to month." Tableau Agent returns a summary about how to accomplish your
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task, and a suggested set of steps you can apply to your flow, even creating calculations if they
are needed.

| Toslesudgent @ & %

<« &G C
trtars_tuan_
*® °
Grees_Caral Tasnt 100
T Cpr— [ ] -
>
* 4 u "
= Ordervear < Qrder Month OrderDay 32 Ship Vear
2
& —
2018 1 O —— 2015
—
— 2016 2 o — 2016
— ——
2,017 3 —— 2017
—
1 ) —
2,018 15 2‘?19
5 — 2019
———
J o
7 —
—
] 32—
L]
10
i1
12
Region RowID Order 1D Ship Mode CustomerID Customer Hame Segment
Central 15 Us-2016-116383 Standard Class HE-14815 Harald Pawian Home Office
15 US-2016-116383 Standerd Closs HE-14815 Harald Pawlan
17 CA-2025-205893 Standard Class PK-15075 Pete Kriz
2 A-2017-137330 Seandard Class Hen Black:
23 C4-2017-137330 Hen Black
35 CA-208-207727 Matt Abeimen
35 CA-2017-117550 14285 Gene Hale
3 CA:2017-117550 GH-14485 Gane Hale Corporaze

Publish Herts (0) &

Here'szne clan

. Step 1. Create Order Date

Crestean

slculated field

Grder Doy’ into & single date
field

o Cleanl
# Order Date.

EETATE(

¥
oty
> Step2 Create Ship Date

> Step 3. Remove Original Date

Ficlds
& @

As the human in the loop, you can review the suggested steps, and apply each one individually or

apply all the steps in the plan. Tableau Agent performs the steps for you, building out your flow
and adding the changes to the Changes pane. You can manually interact with any changes

Tableau Agent makes, such as editing a calculation or using Undo or Redo, so you're always in

control of your flow.
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100%

Changes ()

o w

G Calculated Field
Aegion

G Calculated Field

eae | o

Tableau Agent can perform a single action, for example creating a calculated field, or more
complex actions that require multiple steps. Depending on what actions are needed to complete
the task, Tableau Agent will either show you the single action that you can review and apply, or
return a plan when more complex actions and multiple steps are required. Tableau Agent has a
10 step maximum. If the action requires more than 10 steps to complete, break up your request
into multiple questions.

Tableau Agent supports English (en_US) and a subset of other languages. When using Tableau
Agentin Tableau Cloud or Tableau Server (version 2025.3 and later), the language used in the
generative Al response is based on the Language set in your My Account Settings. If the
setting in your My Account Settings is set to Unspecified, the browser language setting is
used instead.

When using Tableau Agent in Tableau Desktop and Tableau Prep Builder, the language used in
the generative Al response is based on the language selected in the Help > Choose Language
menu. For more information about supported languages, see Al in Tableau supported
languages and locales.

Tableau Agent and Trust

Tableau Agent in Tableau Cloud, is built on top of the Einstein Trust Layer and inherits all of its
security, governance, and Trust capabilities. As you interact with Tableau Agent, neither your
data nor your conversations that are sent to the Large Language Model (LLM) are saved to the
LLM, and no customer data is ever used to train the model. When you make a request in
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Tableau Prep, the request is sent to a prompt template created by Tableau. The prompt template
requests the LLM to create a plan or set of steps to accomplish your task so that you can review
the suggested steps that Tableau Agent returns before applying them to your flow.

Tableau Agent only works with the data sources your flow is connected to, and in the case of
Tableau Prep, only the table data for the step that is selected is sent to the prompt and LLM, not
all of the data in your flow.

Tableau Agent isn’t aware of any other Tableau data sources, so it can’t suggest relevant
content, answer data lineage questions, or answer general-knowledge questions. User-defined
policies for row and column level security are respected. The data a user has access to while
using Tableau Agent conforms to any row or column-level security policies that you have in place.

When you first open Tableau Agent, it indexes your data to understand the context. This helps
Tableau Agent return relevant results based on your questions and your data source. The
information it indexes includes column names and data type and 5 sample rows from the table
referenced in the flow step.

The Einstein Trust Layer can be used to mask Personally Identifying Information (Pll) before it is
sent to the LLM using pattern-based data masking. Using machine learning and pattern matching
techniques, Pll in requests are replaced with generic tokens and then unmasked with original
values in the response. For more information about how to configure data masking, see Select
What Data to Mask in the Salesforce help. For an additional layer of protection, the Einstein Trust
Layer guarantees that after the request and response are processed by the LLM, the LLM forgets
both the request and the response.

If you're using Tableau Agentin Tableau Server (version 2025.3 and later), it doesn't use the
Einstein Trust Layer. Instead you connect directly to your Large Language Model provider. For
more information, see Al in Tableau and Trust.

Tableau Agent billing considerations

Note: Starting October 2025, Al in Tableau no longer consumes Einstein Request credits
for Al usage. Other services, such as Data Cloud services, can still consume other types of
credits. For more information, see Einstein Request & Flex Credit Rate Card Updates
FAQ.

When you use generative Al features in Tableau in Tableau Cloud, it may consume Data Cloud

credits if you're using the Einstein data collection and Storage (also known as Audit Trail) feature
as part of your Al in Tableau setup. For more information, see Al in Tableau Usage.
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You can view your credit consumption in your Salesforce org using pre-built dashboards and
Digital Wallet, or connect to your Data Cloud data from Tableau and build visualizations using
the data from Digital Wallet tables. For more information, see View Credit Consumption.

Tableau Agent for Tableau Prep supported actions

Tableau Agent doesn't have access to all of Tableau Prep's features —lyet, but you can still
interact with your flow to perform these actions manually. For example, Tableau Agent currently
can only build out a flow linearly. If you need to branch your flow, you'll need to do this manually.

Below is the list of transformation actions Tableau Agent can currently support. For information
about Tableau Agent limitations, see Tableau Agent for Tableau Prep limitations on
page 281 later in this topic.

Transformation Action Supported by Tableau Agent
Examine Your Data on e Filter data
page 165

» Create filter calculations (as part of a flow
plan)

 Filter null values

 Filter Values by Datetime Range

 Filter Values by Relative Date Filter
* Remove fields

e Change data types

Clean and Shape Data on e Quick cleaning operations
page 229 e Make Uppercase

e Make Lowercase

e Make Titlecase

e Remove All Spaces

e Remove Extra Spaces
* Remove Letters

¢ Remove Numbers

¢ Remove All Punctuation
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Pivot Your Data on page 347

Aggregate, Join, or Union
Data on page 373

e Trim Spaces
Create calculations (individually or as part of a flow
plan)
Rename fields
Convert date format
Split values
Identify duplicate rows
Fill gaps in sequential data

¢ Create New Rows step to generate the
missing rows and set configuration options

Pivot columns to rows

Pivot rows to columns

Create aggregation steps

Aggregate and group values as part of the
aggregation step

Get started with Tableau Agent

Tableau Agent is available through a conversation pane in the web authoring environment of a

Tableau Cloud site or Tableau Server site (starting in version 2025.3), or in Tableau Prep Builder

when you are signed into a Tableau Cloud site or Tableau Server site that is configured to enable

Tableau Agent.

To access Tableau Agent:

» Tableau Cloud: Sign into a Tableau Cloud site that has Tableau+ and a connection to a

Salesforce org with Einstein generative Al set up to use Tableau Agent in Tableau Prep.

You must also have permissions to access Tableau Agent. For more information, see Turn

On Al in Tableau for Your Site.

 Ifyou don't have Tableau+ but want to try Tableau Agent, you can sign up for a

Tableau Cloud free trial which now includes Tableau Agent features.
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¢ Tableau Server (version 2025.3 and later): Sign into a Tableau Server site with Al in
Tableau configured and turned on for Tableau Prep. For more information, see Turn On
Alin Your Tableau Server Site.

¢ Tableau Prep Builder: Sign into either a Tableau Cloud site with Tableau+ or a Tableau
Server site. Al in Tableau must also be turned on for Tableau Prep.

Tableau Agent can't connect to your data sources, bring in more data for you, optimize
sampling, or create Input steps. So start by connecting to your data and bringing the tables you
want to work with into the Flow canvas.

Launch Tableau Agent

You can launch Tableau Agent from the toolbar in Tableau Prep Builder, from Tableau Prep
Web Authoring in Tableau Cloud or Tableau Server (version 2025.3 and later), or from the
calculation dialog. For more information about launching Tableau Agent from the calculation
dialog, see Create Calculated Fields with Tableau Agent on page 272 in this topic.

1. Inthe flow pane, select the Tableau Agent icon from the toolbar next to Alerts.

Note: If you don't see the icon, make sure you're signed into a Tableau Cloud site
(Server > Sign in in Tableau Prep Builder) or Tableau Server site and Al in
Tableau for Prep is turned on. Tableau Cloud requires Tableau+ and you also must
have permissions to use Tableau Agent.

B Tablesu Prep Bulder - Flow!® - 0o £

T Filter Values... 7 3Recommendstions | B Data Preview | [El Field List| |2 Search

@ Fuight Details Flow Card? Bags (hecked

2. When the pane opens, select Got It to acknowledge the disclaimer and get started. You
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may need to scroll down to see the button.

BB Tabiean Prep Buider - Flowi* - o x

You're about to use

G BB B w

Clean and prepare data with Tableau Agent
The example in this section uses data from a challenge by Preppin Data.

Tableau Agent isn't an open-ended chatbot. It only works within your data set and performs a
specific set of actions around cleaning and transforming the data in your flow. For example,
Tableau Agent can help you split fields, pivot, or aggregate your data, but it can't answer open-
ended questions like "Tell me about this flow" or "Tell me more about the Orders table."

Note: Currently, Tableau Agent can't run the flow or schedule it to run, create output
steps, or help with certain types of steps, like Join, Union, Script or Prediction steps. For
more information, see Tableau Agent for Tableau Prep limitations on page 281.

1. Inthe flow pane, select the step where you want Tableau Agent to apply the cleaning
action. Select an Input, cleaning, or other supported step type.

Currently, Tableau Agent works on a step specific basis, so you'll need to first select the
step where you want to perform an action. If you want to perform cleaning operations on
tables that exists in separate steps, you'll need to do this one step at a time.

2. Inthe Tableau Agent pane, describe the action you want Tableau Agent to help with.
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« L 8 lc =. Publish Alarts ()

Tables Agent O s %

(11

100%

Input 5 fiids @ 3Recommen dations B DotaPreview Sl Field list| [ 2 search

es (1 Fiight Data

Connection Details

Test file

part of the info field.”

sources\Flight Data.csv Type  Field Home: Changes Preview

— #  SoarceRowHumber () [}

¢ FightDemsils 202807-22
Header Options #  Flow Card? Lo

O Generate header (ex F1,F2,F3) "

Begs Checked 021
® Setheader

¢ MealTyoe Egg Free, Ve.
Header and Data Start Row

Text Options

Tip: To get the best results from Tableau Agent be specific in your request and provide as
much detail as possible to help Tableau Agent understand the context. In this example,
our field value uses two different delimiters. By including this information in the request
"Can you split the Flight Details field so | have separate fields for Date, Flight
Number, From, To, Class, and Price? In the Flight Details field, the "from" and
"to" data is shown with a dash. For example "Tokyo-New York". Tableau Agent can
better understand the request and suggest the correct actions.

3. When your request is ready, click the arrow in the text box to pass it to Tableau Agent.
Tableau Agent indexes the data in your selected step to evaluate your request against the
data. Then the request is passed to a prompt template, which is then passed to the LLM to
process and return a plan.

4. Review the steps in the plan by expanding each step.

270 Tableau Software



Tableau Prep Help

es>mlelo Publish alerts (o) &

] x

~ Step L Clean Data

aput 5 felds © 3Raconmendations | 5 Dota Preview |l ieidtist] [0 Search -

Settings. Tables Data Sample Fitght Dota

Connection Detalls @ Remove fields you don't need and add filters to limit the data
inclisded in your flow. This can imprave performance. For more

Fer e cleaning ootians ar ta view your dats, pdd o Clean Step.
File
C\Users\gross|Documents|My Tableas Prep
Reposinary\Datasaurces|Flight Data.csv Changes Preview
Browse @ L
20220722/
Header Options #  FlowCard? Lo » Supd
O Generate beader (ex FL, F2, F3) #  BagsChecked 0.21 N
© Secheader
A MeaiType Egg Free, Ve
Header and Data Start Row N
Header row $tep 6. Remove Criginal
F— Fields
Data start raw
. 7
Was i helphu? @ P
Text Options
Field Separator Describe your task ar ask 8 question.
Comma

5. Click Apply to apply each step individually, or click Apply All and Tableau Agent will apply
all of the steps in the plan.

o
]
o]
@

§ Teblesuigen: @ G
@ ®
sugmoan
Tables. 100%
» B9 Flight Data
CleanData 5 fislds. &K rows 5 Q@ 3Recommendations v ({5 Bl [© sesrch -
Changes (15) <
GEo M GEe G o
[ Calculated Field I From < To < Date 22

TRIM( SPLIT( [Flight Details]

Londan. London 2024-01-02
[ Calculated Field Hewr York New York. 2024.01-03
Flight Details - Split 2 Perth Parth. 2024-01-04
TRIM[SPLIT( [Fight Decaits], *[", Tokyo Tekyo 2024.01.05 © > Sups SpietramTs
2 20240106
G Calculated Field RO © > SunS.Aensme FromTo
2024-01-08 Fields
2024-01-09
3 2250 10 © > Suep . Bemove Original
20240111 Fietds
G Calculated Field 20240112

Flight Details - Split 4 2024.01:13
TRIM[ SPLIT( [Flight Details) /"

From. To Date Flight Number Class [ Wasthis relchl? & P
G Calculated Field

Flight Details - Spiit 5 Tokyo
R

PAD10 Econamy

PRG0S - . .
Deseribe your task or ask 8 question.

il B Hew York Londen BAGOE Ecanomy

[ Rename Field Takya Hew York PAOLO Premium Economy

)

6. Evaluate the output to make sure that Tableau Agent did what you expected. A green
check mark appears next to each step that was completed successfully. You can evaluate
and modify any changes listed in the Changes pane, as well as update the description
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added to the step in the flow pane.

7. Continue to ask Tableau Agent to help you clean your data, then add an Output step to
complete your flow.

+
£
(o]
H
@

LLLLL

Clean D: Q 2Rec FEENEET
Changes (17) ¢ ~ Step 1. Change Flow Cord
G @ Gl
[ Calculated Field pre — N
[FromTo-Spie 1]
TRIM(SPLIT{ [From-To]
3 i 0 —
[G Calculated Field o o
Z =
4000 m 1 1
2
0 o] 3 1 -2
[ Rename Field TEEN ver EisE o
From END
[Z Rename Field pply || Edit
3
From [Frem-To- Split 2] ta Ta] > Step 2 Remave Original Flow
Card Field
A, Change Type From
Wias this helpful?

[[Date | Tokya
ToDate type feren

72, Change Type M York
Price.

To Number {decimal) type

Create Calculated Fields with Tableau Agent

Supported in Tableau Prep Web Authoring in Tableau Cloud, Tableau Server version 2025.3
and later, and Tableau Prep Builder version 2025.2 and later.

Creating calculated fields is easier than ever with Tableau Agent. Launch Tableau Agent from
the Calculation dialog, then just describe a calculation, and Tableau Agent will create the
formula, allowing you to add powerful calculated fields to your Prep flows with a single click.
Previously, creating formulas for calculated fields required an understanding of objects and
fields, available functions, and various limitations based on data types, formula types, and more.

Tableau Agent greatly simplifies the task of creating custom functions. Now both technical and
non-technical users can easily create calculations using plain language. With the ability to
quickly and efficiently create both row-level and summary formula fields from natural language
descriptions, you can perform data preparation, making it easier and faster to combine, shape,
and clean data for analysis.
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Create Calculated Fields

Note: Starting in 2025.2, when you ask Tableau Agent for help with a calculation, it will
open a conversation pane for you to ask questions instead of enabling you to ask
questions directly in the Calculation dialog.

1. Click on a clean step in the Flow pane.

2. Inthe Profile pane toolbar, click Create Calculated Field, or in a profile card or data grid,

click the More options -

menu and select Create Calculated Field > Custom

Calculation.
Add Field
Calculat oﬂﬂ All - ABS{number)
Returns the absolute value of the

Caleulation is valid ~

[ 4 Create with Tableau Agent |

ABS
ACOS
AND
A5C
AsCH
ASIN
ATAN
ATANZ
ANG
CASE
CEILING
CHAR
CONTAINS
€05

cor
COUNT
COUNTD
DATE

Apply Apply and Close

given number.

Example: ABS(-7)=7

3. Click Create with Tableau Agent. The calculation dialog will close and the Tableau Agent

pane opens.

4. Inthe Conversation pane, select Got It to acknowledge the disclaimer and get started.
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| Tovieau et @

oyoNz0e0 1

[ Remove Fiekds
Order Year || Order Morth ||,

ShipDate Rowe 1D
132813018 15
13/26/2016 15
11182015 7

Q sRessomnendations ~ B9\ B| |2 Search i
Changes (3) 4
=) o & [

[ Cakulated Field Order Date Ship Daste 745 Raw 1D

Order Date

A Order

h 2015 — on/oa/eals —

[ Cabculated Field 01201 — ———

ShipMode
Seandsrd Class &
Seandard Clagq

Standaed Closa

EEE o 5

& x

P o

¥
o

0.
L

You're about touse

Tableau Agent

Because you opened Tableau Agent from the calculation dialog, it is already populated

with your intent. In the Tableau Agent text box, describe the calculation that you want.
Provide as much detail as possible to get the best results.

| Teuiesu Aget @

11182015 7 CA-2015-105993

100%
Q@ dRecommendations ~ B\ B| |2 Search ~
Changes (3) 4
-] o & [
[ Cakulated Field Oedler Date Ship Date 746 Row 1D
Order
1 s m— ooy o
[ Cakulated Field 201 — ——— , —
. 01/0L/2020 1 2000 s—
Ship Date —
- L —
oy —
000 —
L —
—
[ Remove Fiekds 6,000  m—
OrderYesr | Order Merth —
8000 —
007 —
——
10,000 E—
Ship Date Row (D Order I Shin Mode
T T T US-2016-118983  Seandard Class =
11/28/2016 pi) 15-201 15583 Seandard Clast

Standaed Clost

& x

meed 8 new field called Region” far the

Central region.

>

6. When your request is ready, click the arrow in the text box to pass it to Tableau Agent.
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4
£
9]

* | Tovlesu Agent @ & x

1V182015 17

ean 1 Q@ 4Resommendations 5| B| |2 Search -
Changes(3) <
s B o %
[& calculated Field Order Date Ship Date Row 1D
Order Date
M - Order
: ovonzons ovzors |
[G calculated Field 01,01/2010  — ——  —
L08/2020 1 2000 p—
—
—
gy —
000 p—
——
—
G Remove Fiekds 5,000 —
Order Year || Order Morth —
8,000 —
000 p—
——
10,000  e—
Ship Date Row [0 Ship Mode
1yepole 18 Seandsed Clas: *
1282018 18 Seandaed Clast

Standard Clast

Il o &

) - Tabensgeean A assisnaes
8 hela you create 8 fio to clean

aratr ats

(oot [Cear [ ]

Vinsthismeloful? b P

ar a3k question

Note: If Tableau Agent can’t provide a valid calculation, you can provide feedback.

7. Evaluate the output to make sure that it's what you want. Click Edit to open the calculation

dialog and customize the calculation manually and apply it, or click Apply and Tableau

Agent adds the calculation to your flow.

« | & T
c®
Fomp—

100%
Q tRecommendations = BB B | £ Search v
Changes (4) < =
™ [r] -] ] =]
[ Caleulated Field Region : Oeder Date 722 ShipDate 745
Contral 03/01/2015  — oa/on/z015 -
[ Calkulated Field oYy —— —
Shig Date oyoy/020 8
[ Remove Fields
Ordar Year || Order Morth
[& Caleulated Field
Region
Central
Region Geder Date: Ship Date Row 1D OrderID st
Cenrs 13232006 11262015 15 US-2016-118583
Centry 11222006 11/2672016 16 Us.2016-118%83
Cenry 1ays 111872005 17 CA-2015-105693

Vimsthismelgful? @GP
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Note: Sometimes Tableau Agent will show you the suggested calculation in the Tableau

Agent pane for you t review and apply, and sometimes, it will only show a summary

description that you can apply and then review and edit in the Changes pane.

Example Calculation 1:

Prompt: Write a calculation to find the name of the month for orders in the Order Date field.

)

ER

ER

Tableau Agent @ f;‘

Hi, I'm Tableau Agent, an Al assistant.
can help vou create a flow to clean
and transform your data.

Help me create new calculation in
Clean 1.

Tell me what vou want to do and we'll

get started.

Write a calculation to find the name
of the month for arders in the Order
Cate Tield

To find the name of the month for
orders in the 'Order Date’ field, we
will create a new calculated field that
extracts the month name from the

'Order Date’ field.

Apply

Was this helpful? % &0

Describe your task or ask a2 question...

b
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Edit Figld

o Mg

Order Manth Hams]

Caloslation is valid ~

I 4C Edit with Tablesu Agent

Bafarerin

Al

ABS
alE
AND
ASL
AT
AZIN
ATaN
ATANE
AN
CASE
CENING
CHAR
CONTAINS
Co5

coT
COUNT
COUNTD
DATE

»  ABS{number)

B Search Returms the absolute value of the

Given ramber

H Exanple: ABS(-T) = 7

T

£
Order Date =45

01/01/2015, 1...
01/01,/2019,1...

Example Calculation 2:

Prompt: Write a calculation to limit the values in the Quantity field by a maximum value of 10.

Tableau Software

Abe

Order Month 12

February
January
May
April
June
March
July
August

Movember
September
December
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ER Write a calculation to limit the values
in the Quantity field by a maximum

value of 10.

@ To limit the values in the '‘Quantity’

field by a3 maximum value of 10, we
will create a new calculated field that
sets any value greater than 10 to 10,
o Clean 2

F Limited Quantity

IF <= 10 THEHN
ELSE 10 END

| Apply || Edit || & |

Was this helpful? 0% €0

bescri:ue your task or ask a question...

Tableau Prep Help

In this example, an additional prompt is added to refine the calculations to keep values that are
above the threshold.

Prompt: If the quantity is above the 10, replace it with the text "Above threshold" and keep the
original values.
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ER T the gquantity is above the 10,
replace it with the text "Above
threshold” and keep the original
values

@ To limit the values in the 'Quantity’
field by replacing values above 10
with the text "Above threshold’ and
keeping the original values it they are
10 or below, we will create a new
calculated field.

& Clean 2
3 Limited Quantity

IF [Cuantity] > 10 THENW
'Ehove threshold' ELSE
5TR([Cuantity]) END

Wasz thiz heloful? o> &0

Abc

Cud

Limited Quan... 11

e
o

L T o B (N N TR O WS B A8

Above threshold
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Tips for getting the best results

Tableau Prep Help

Tableau Agent does its best to understand your intent and your data. But it’s still learning. Use

the following tips to help Tableau Agent do its best and deliver great results for you.

Tip
Be explicit
with your
intent

Hide irrel-
evant fields

Be careful
with syn-
onyms

Use specific
terminology
in your
requests

Break down
complex
tasks

280

Problem

Tableau Agent does its best to infer your
intent, but it might not always get it right.

Similarly named fields in your data set
can be confusing to Tableau Agent.

Tableau Agent does a good job of under-
standing common synonyms. For
example, it would know that “titles” and
“films” could apply to a field called
“movies.” However, it doesn’t know
about any of your company specific ter-
minology or acronyms that you may use.

Tableau Agent can scan your data
source for the field names and data in
those fields, but it doesn't truly under-
stand the data the way a human can.

Tableau Agent can create a stepped
plan, but it might struggle to complete
multiple complex tasks in one big plan.

What to Do

If you know you want Tableau
Agent to split a field, tell it which
fields you want it to create. Altern-
atively, if you want Tableau
Agent to create a calculation, try
starting your request with the
phrase “Create a calc that...”

Hide fields you don’t need and
Tableau Agent won't use these
hidden fields.

Refer to the specific fields you're
interested in to help Tableau
Agent be more accurate.

The more descriptive you are in
your request, the better Tableau
Agent is at providing the right
answer.

Break down your tasks into parts
and iterate. For example:

e <Task 1>"Split my Flight
field into "Flight", "Date",
"Price", and "Destination".

e <Task 2>"Change the
data type for "Price" to
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Only asks
questions
about your
data

Tableau Agent isn’t a general-purpose
chatbot. It can’t answer consulting ques-
tions like “how should | clean my data?”
or general questions like “which cat
breed makes the best pet?”

Help Tableau Agent Improve

decimal and the "Date"
field to Date and Time"

Ask questions targeted at per-
forming specific cleaning actions
on your data and iterating on the
results.

Tableau Agent is still learning. For example, some calculations created by Tableau Agent won’t

be written the way you expected. When this happens, your feedback about what’s wrong helps

Tableau Agent continue to improve it's cleaning operations, and building increasingly accurate

calculations.

Provide Additional Feedback X

Why wasn't it helpful? &

|:| Biased, toxic, or harmful

|:| |naccurate

|:| Incomplete

|:| Inappropriate style or tone

|:| Other

Tell us more

nere.

|'.'.'5 value your feedback. Add comments

0/ 400

Tableau Agent for Tableau Prep limitations

Tableau provides powerful tools for the human analyst, and Tableau Agent is no different. Al in

Tableau isn't meant to replace analysts and data explorers; it's here to give you a boost. Your

participation in the process is crucial.

Tableau Software
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Types of analysis

Tableau Agent can't yet manage consultative type questions, like "What does this flow do?",

"Can you explain this calculation?" or help you troubleshoot your flow, like "How do | fix this

error?" Instead ask it to help you perform specific cleaning tasks, like "Extract the bank code

from the Transaction code." or 'Sum the transactions per bank per month."

Unsupported features

Currently, Tableau Agent can support many of the common cleaning operations that you need.

But it's just getting started. Here are some of the operations that it can't yet support. However,

you can always interact with the flow and perform any of these tasks manually.

Choose a data source for you or add data to the flow like Input unions

Do data modeling such as Joins and Unions

Support some step types like Predictions, Scripts, and Output steps

Provide a response that requires analyzing more than 1 step in the flow

Branch the flow. Currently Tableau Agent can only create linear steps.

Optimize your flow (help with data sampling or performance)

Support some features (parameters, recommendations, pivot using wildcard search, etc.)
Run or schedule your flow

Support all languages. Tableau Agent supports English (en_US) and a subset of other
languages. If your data source field names and values are not in the same language as
your user language settings or not the same as the language you are interacting with
Agentin, use the exact field name and values in your requests. For information about the
languages Tableau Agent currently supports, see Al in Tableau supported languages and
locales.

Copy steps, actions and fields

Note: Starting in version 2020.4.1, you can now create and edit flows in Tableau Server

and Tableau Cloud. The content in this topic applies to all platforms, unless specifically

noted. For more information about authoring flows on the web, see Tableau Prep on the

Web in the Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud help.
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When cleaning your data you often perform the same cleaning operations or actions over and
over throughout your flow. To help make cleaning and shaping your data more efficient, you can
copy and paste operations or actions throughout your flow, or even copy selected steps or groups
and save them so you can perform cleaning operations or actions once, then reuse it where you
need it. You can even duplicate fields to experiment with different cleaning operations.

For more information about creating groups in your flow, see Group steps on page 153.

Copy and paste steps

Copy one or more steps to use them in another area of the same flow. This option is not available
for Input steps that include a union in the input step.

1. Inthe Flow pane, select one or more steps or group in the flow.

2. Right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) on the selected step, then select Copy.

EYEh |- = +]
; () o
@ |¢ i
Orders = Re
rdar turns Edit Color >
Group
Copy

Save StepsasFlow »

Remove

3. To paste the copied steps do one of the following:

Hover over a step or flow line until the plus':.';} icon appears, then click the icon and

select Paste from the menu.
¢ Right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) in any whitespace in the canvas and click Paste.
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Fix Data Type

Save StepsasFlow »

&

[] Pasts
%

Fename States
%5 Insert Flow

4. If you pasted the steps in the flow whitespace, drag and drop the steps to where you want
to place them in the flow. If adding steps to the end of a flow step, the steps are
automatically added to the end of the step. If inserting steps between existing flow steps,
move the steps where you want them in the flow and fix any errors.

You can remove flow lines or move steps around if needed. For example to connect a
step to the copied steps, remove the existing flow line if there is one, then drag the
existing step to the new step and drop on Add.

Py

- FHE ~

| Agc Jain

&F Urian

For more information about organizing your flow, see Reorganize the layout of your
flow on page 162.

Copy and paste cleaning operations

You can copy and paste cleaning operations in the same flow to reuse your actions using one of
the following options:

¢ Copy an operation from the Changes pane in one step and paste it in the Changes pane
for the same step or another step to apply that same operation in that step.
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* Drag and drop an operation from the Changes pane and drop it to other fields in the Profile
pane for that step to apply that operation to multiple fields. This option is not available for
operations that impact multiple fields, such as calculated fields.

To copy and paste a change in a step to the same step or another step, do the following:

1. Inthe Changes pane select the change you want to copy.

2. Right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) on the change item, then select Copy from the menu.

Changes (13) <
=] [ERS Abe =
[= calculated Field ° OrderDate 720 Region 1
"Central”
[ Calculated Field e Central
Add Description 01/01/2019 —
Edit...

(STR{[Order
Day])+"/"+STR([Order | Copy
Remo&

“A, Change Type

To Date type

3. Inthe Changes pane where you want to past the change right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS)
and select Paste. Select the change and click on Edit to make any adjustments as
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needed.

Changes (13) !
=]

Order Date 720

Lay |ty s Ruraer

", Change Type
Order Date

To Date type

01,/01/2015

Calculated Field 01/01/2019
Ship Date

STR([Ship Day])+" /" +STR{[Ship

A
£

Cul

Maonth]}+" ™ +STR{[Ship Year])

[# Rename Field

Discount

From [Discounts] to [Discount]

[# Rename Field
Product Name

From [Product] to [Product Mame]

“a., Change Type .
Ship Date Order Date Regio

To Date type

11/22/2016 | Centr:

[* Remove Field 11/22/2016  Centrs
11/11/2015  Centr:

[ Remove Field 12/08/2017 Centr:
12/09/2017 | Centrs

T mEmmiEIE 10/15/2018 Centr:
12/08/2017  Centr:

_ 12/08/2017 Centrs

L GETIoEERs Add Description !7/2016 | Centr:
Copy 17/2016 | Centra

[ Remove Field Pasts I 17/2016 | Centrs
reme 72016 | Centr:

To drag and drop a change to other fields in the step do the following:
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1. Inthe Changes pane select the change you want to copy.

2. Drag the change over the field where you want to apply it and drop it. Repeat this action as

needed.
| I —
] Drop to apply Change Type to field M
ERI e
"4 Change Type
Ship Date = = defnatam - Row D =+
To Date type
— I
42,000 .
— I
I ]
2,000 - e——
42,500  m— —
I |
I— I
I 4,000 EE———
I E—
43,000 — I
I —
I 6,000 - e ——
I I
43,500 I ——
I
8,000 - me——
—
I
10,000  EE—
Copy fields

Starting in Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.2.3 and later and on the web, if you wanted to
experiment with your cleaning operations on a field but don't want to change the original data,

you can copy your fields .
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1. Inthe profile pane, data grid, results pane, or list view, select the field you want to copy.

2. From the More options menu, select Duplicate Field.

M = &, Abe

Order Date 720 =T e Region 1

Filter 3

-

. 122
D]__‘ ﬂl_.-zﬂlE __ Grﬂup Values L
I
|

01/01/2015 Convert Dates 3

-~y lit YVWalyes

Detail

 Summary

Rename Field

Duplicate Field

Keep Only Field

Create Calculated Field »

Hide Field

Remove

A new field is created with the same name and a modifier. For example, "Ship Date -1".

-—

£ £ Ea | oAb ES = B

Ship Date-1 745 Order Date 7zZ0 Region 1 Ship Date 745

01/01/2015  E— 01/01/2015  E— p— 01/01/2015 | E—
I I I
| 01/01/2019 |

01/01/2020 | LoT208 01/01/2020 I
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Create reusable flow steps

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.3.2 and later.

Note: Reusable flow steps can't be created on the web, but you can use them in your web
flows. Reusable steps that include file-based input steps are not yet supported on the web.

If you commonly perform the same actions over and over again with your data and you want to
apply these same steps in other flows, in Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.3.2 and later, you
can select one or more flow steps or groups and their associated actions or the entire flow and
save it locally to a file on your computer. You can also or publish it to Tableau Server or Tableau
Cloud to share with others.

When the flow steps are published to your server, a Saved Steps tag is automatically added so
you can easily search and find them when adding them to your flows.

Starting in version 2022.1.1 you can create reusable steps that include parameters. When the
steps are saved, the parameter is converted to a static value using the parameter's Current
value. For more information about using parameters in flows see Create and Use Parameters
in Flows on page 207.

Create reusable steps

1. Select one or more steps.

2. Right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) on a selected step and select Save Steps as Flow.

EYE% | ERE .
- () O
@ |* - 2
Orders + Returns Edit Color » Roll Up Szles
Group
L
Copy ==

Save StepsasFlow »  SavetoFile
Publish to Server

Remove

3. Select Save to File to save the flow locally or Publish to Server to publish the flow to
Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud.
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4. If you publish the flow to Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud, sign into your server if
needed, then complete the fields in the Publish Flow dialog then click Publish.

Publish Flow to Tableau Server >,
Project

Default R |
MName

Pivat + Aggregation -

Description

Pivot vear columns to rows and then aggregate months ta

years

Tags
¢? Saved Steps  Add

Insert reusable steps in a flow
1. Open aflow.

2. Inthe flow pane, do one of the following:

* Hoverovera step or flow line until the pIus'i.';} icon appears, then click the icon and

select Insert Flow.
¢ In the white area of the canvas, right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) and click Insert
Flow or click Edit > Insert Flow from the top menu.

Flow Step menu Canvas menu
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6]

Employee (Hu...

-
S— ("

orders_south_...
Clean 1

Orders_East

[E]

Orders (West)

Qrders (Central)

Remove Nulls

Fix Data Type

@

Rename States
25 Insert Flow

EE%hE EYE4
L] -
= ®
FixDates All Qrders Qrders + Retur

3. Inthe Add Flow dialog, select from flows saved to either your local file or your server, then

click Add. The list of flows is automatically filtered to show flows tagged with Saved Steps.
To insert other flows, change the Flow Type to All Flows.

In Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.4.2 and later and on the web, you can click View

Flow to open and view the published flow in the server you are signed into.

Acd Flaw
Add saved ¥ieos or flows creoted by you o athers
2 Eiles
B Sepech
Hama Description
Entertainment Flow-Saved Steps Saved Steps
LOO Sequence
alvot
Enzertainment Flow

Ensertainment Flow - cleanand ...

Server: https x| Sign Out

Published

Tue Oct 08 12:01:35 P0T 2015

Tue Oor 08 050623 P07 2028

Wed Sep 26 11:45:28 POT 2018

Tue Oct 08 13:13-11P0T 2018

Tuwe Q0ct Q8 12:04:57 POT 2013

Project
Defaly

Defalz

Defaule

Defpulz

Sefacls

Flow Tyge  SewedSuese -

Vitw Flow
View Flaw
Wiiw Flow
Wiirw Pl

ViowFlow =

o | T

4. The flow is added to the flow pane. If adding a flow to the end of a flow step, the flow steps

are automatically added to the end of the step. If inserting flow steps between existing flow

steps, move the steps where you want them in the flow and fix any errors.
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G4 E GYEYE
L] -
® Ey @ '
Orders [Centrzl) Fix Dates All Qroers Orders + Returns
[EERNx
[ @ CE—
Returns (a1} Clzzn Motes/Ap..

3 @ o

Aggregata 1(1) Join1(1)

A

Clean 2 (1)

Fill Gaps in Sequential Data

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2021.3.1 and later and on the web in Tableau Server
and Tableau Cloud version 2021.3.0 and later.

When you have gaps in your sequential data set, you may need to fill those gaps with new rows
to effectively analyze your data or perform trend analysis. You can use the New Rows step type
to generate the missing rows and set configuration options to get the results you need.

New rows can be generated for fields with numeric (whole numbers) or date values.
Configuration options include:

e Generate rows using values from a single field or two fields

Use all data in the field or select a range of values

¢ Create a new field with the results or add the new rows to your existing fields

¢ Setthe increment (up to 10,000) to use when generating the new rows

¢ Set the values for the new rows to be zero, Null, or copy the value from the previous row.

Examples

+ Example 1: You have a table of sales data, but there are some days where no sales are
recorded. You need a row for every day, not just the days where you had sales. With New
Rows you can generate rows for your missing days and add them to you existing field
"Days of the week". Since no sales are recorded for those days, you want the quantity
sold value to be zero.
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Original Table Table with missing rows added

Day of the week |Quantity Sold Day of the week | Quantity Sold
1 100 1 100
3 23| 2 0
g 75 3 23
7 14 4 0
5 75
] ]
7 14

+ Example 2: You have a table of sales data where orders filled is recorded using a range of
dates. You need a row for each day. Since you don't know how many orders were filled
each day, you want the values for the new rows to be Null. With New Rows you can
generate the missing rows between the two dates, and create a new field called "All Days"

to preserve your original data.

Original Table

Table with missing rows added

Start Date End Date Orders Filled Start Date |End Date |All Dates |Orders Filled
17112020 17312020 100 1/1/2020| 1/3/2020( 1/11/2020 100
17412020 1/7/2020 75 1/1/2020) 1/3/12020( 1/2/2020 Mull

1/1/2020) 1/3/12020( 1/3/2020 Mull
1/4/2020) 1/7/2020| 1/4/2020 7a
1/4/2020) 1/7/12020| 1/5/2020 Mull
1/4/2020) 1/7/12020| 1/6/2020 Mull
1/4/2020) 1/712020( 1/7/2020 Mull

Generate new rows

1. Inthe Flow pane, click the plus /,f icon, and select New Rows. A New Rows step
displays in the Flow pane.
Complete the following steps to configure your options to generate the new rows.

2. How do you want to add new rows? Use one of the following options to select the field
or fields where rows are missing.

a. Values from one field: Generate missing rows from values in a single field. Use
this option for Number (whole) or Date data types.

Tableau Software 293



Tableau Prep Help

By default, use the minimum and maximum value to generate missing rows. This
option uses all values in the field. If you only want to use a range of values to
generate the missing rows, set a Start value and End value.

Note: The Start value and End value fields can't be used to generate rows

outside of your current data set.

b. Value ranges from two fields: Generate new rows using a value range between
two date fields. This option is only available for Date data types, uses all values in
the field, and requires that both fields have the same data type.

3. Where do you want to add the new rows? When using a single field you can add the
new rows to your existing field or create a new field to preserve your original data. When

using value ranges from two fields, you must create a new field.

* Field Name: Enter a name for the new field.

Where do you want to add the new rows?
) Update sxisting field

{3} Craate naw fiald

Fleld mame

HewRowsl

4. Specify your increment value: Enter a value from 1-10,000. Each new row is incre-
mented by the value you select. If you select a value that is greater than the gap between
values, no new rows are generated.

¢ Number fields: Select a numeric value.
e Date fields: Select a numeric value and select Day, Week, or Month.

5. What values should your new rows have?: Select an option to fill in the other field

values for the new rows.
¢ Null: Populate all field values with Null.
¢ Null or zero: Populate all text values with Null and all numeric values with zero.
e Copy from previous row: Populate all field values with the value from the pre-

vious row.

Vihat values should vour new rows have?

Hull or zero

Hull

Mull &r 2&ra

Copy from previous row
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New rows are shown in the Generated Rows pane in bold as you enter your configuration
settings. The row details are shown in the New Rows Results pane.

(o G | o B Bt Biats G Ooo B EECEE

Create Level of Detail, Rank, and Tile Cal-
culations

Note: Starting in version 2020.4.1, you can now create and edit flows in Tableau Server
and Tableau Cloud. The content in this topic applies to all platforms, unless specifically
noted. For more information about authoring flows on the web, see Tableau Prep on the
Web in the Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud help.

You can use calculated fields to create new data using data that already exists in your data
source. Tableau Prep supports many of the same calculation types as Tableau Desktop. For
general information about creating calculations, see Get Started with Calculations in Tableau.

Note: When creating a calculated field, don't use the reserved name "Number of Records".
Using this reserved name will result in a permission-related error.

Starting in version 2020.1.3 Tableau Prep Builder and on the web, you can use FIXED Level of
Detail (LOD) and RANK and ROW_NUMBER analytic functions to perform more complex
calculations.

For example, add a FIXED LOD calculation to change the granularity of fields in your table, use
the ROW_NUMBER () analytic function to quickly find duplicate rows, or use one of the RANK ()
functions to find the top N or bottom N values for a selection of rows with similar data. If you want
a more guided experience when building these types of expressions, you can use the visual
calculation editor.
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Starting in version 2021.4.1 Tableau Prep Builder and on the web, you can use the tile feature to
distribute rows into a specified number of buckets.

Note: Some functions supported in Tableau Desktop may not yet be supported in
Tableau Prep. To view the available functions for Tableau Prep, review the function list in
the Calculation editor.

Calculate level of detail

When you need to calculate data at multiple levels of granularity in the same table, you can write
a level of Detail (LOD) expression to do this. For example, if you wanted to find the total sales for
each region, you could write a calculation like {FIXED [Region] : SUM([Sales])}.

Tableau Prep supports the FIXED level of detail expression and uses the syntax { FIXED
[Fieldl], [Field2] : Aggregation([Field) }.

LOD expressions have two parts to the equation that are separated by a colon.

¢ FIXED [Field] (required): This is the field or fields that you want to calculate the values
for. For example if you wanted to find the total sales for customer and region, you would
enter FIXED [Customer ID], [Region]:.Ifyoudon'tselectany fields, thisis the
equivalent to performing the aggregation defined on the right side of the colon and
repeating that value for every row.

e Aggregation ([Field]) (required): Select what you want to calculate and what level of
aggregation you want. For example if you want to find the total sales, then enter suM
([Sales].

When using this feature in Tableau Prep, the following requirements apply:

e INCLUDE and EXCLUDE LOD expressions aren't supported.

¢ Aggregation calculations are only supported inside an LOD expression. For example,
SUM ([Sales]) would notbe valid, but {FIXED [Region] : SUM([Sales])}is
valid.

¢ Nesting expressions inside an LOD expression isn't supported. For example, { FIXED
[Region] : AVG( [Sales] ) / SUM( [Profit] )} isn'tsupported.

e Combining an LOD expression with another expression isn't supported. For example
[Sales]/{ FIXED [Country / Region]:SUM([Sales]) } isn'tsupported.
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Create Level of Detail (LOD) calculations

To create a level of detail calculation, you can use the Calculation editor to write the
calculation yourself or if you want a more guided experience, you can use the Visual

Calculation editor where you select your fields and Tableau Prep writes the calculation for

you.

Calculation editor

1.

2.

In the Profile pane toolbar click Create Calculated Field, or in a profile card or data

grid, click the More options - menu and select Create Calculated Field >

Custom Calculation.

Abe

12 Colored Short Pencils

ProductN... zx = - 0O

"While you Were Out” Me
#10 Gummed Flap White
H10 Self-Seal White Enve
#10 White Business Enve
F10-41/8" x5 1/2" Recy
FI0-4 1/8" x5 1/2" Secul
210-41/8" x5 1/2" Prem
#6 3/4 Gummed Flap Whi-
1.7 Cubic Foot Compact ™
1/4 Fold Party Design Invi

12-1/2 Dizmeter Round W

Filter
Clean

Group Values

¥ ¥ v v

Split Values

+ Detail

Fename Field
Duplicate Field
Keep Only Field

Create Calculated Figld »
Publish as Data Role...

Hide Field

Remove

FIXED LOD

Tile

Difference From
Percent Difference From
Rank

Mowing Calculation

Custom Calculation

In the Calculation editor, enter a name for your calculation and enter the expression.

For example, to find the average days to ship products by city, create a calculation
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like the one shown below.

Add Field Xt
'
Average days to ship by product All v { FIXED [dim1[, dim2]...] :
aggregate-expressiun}
FTIXED . : BVG( I+ £ Search
UCORETS . FIXED level of detsil expressions
DESC compute values using the
DIy specified dimensions without
i ELSE reference to the view level of
1 ELSEIF detail
ED E: le: {FIXED [C 0]
xample: ustomer |D] :
< ENDSWIITH F\"III'\J{[FE)r'dEr Date]}}
EXP
FIND
FINDNTH
FIXED
FLOAT
FLOOR
HEXBINX
HEXBINY
IF
IFNULL &
Calculation is valid ~ m

Visual calculation editor

Select fields from a list and Tableau Prep builds the calculation for you as you make your
selections. A preview of the results is shown in the left pane so you can see the results of
your selections as you go.

1. Inaprofile card or results pane, click the More options - menu and select Create
Calculated Field >Fixed LOD.

Tableau Software



Tableau Prep Help

Abi

Product N... 2z = D

“While you Were Out™ M:

Filter
Clean

Group Values

¥ ¥ v wr

10 Gummed Flap White Split Values
. — 1
#10 Self-Seal White E
elf-Sea ite Enve EIED LOD
#10 White Business Enve =uy State il
ile
#10-4 1/8" x5 1/2" Recy:

£10-41/8" x5 1/2" Secu
#10-41/8" x5 1/2" Prem
#6 3/4 Gummed Flap Whi
1.7 Cubic Foot Compact ™
1/4 Fold Party Design Invi
12 Colored Short Pencils

12-1/2 Dismeter Round W

Rename Field
Duplicate Field

Keep Only Field

Create Calculated Field

Fublish 2z Data Role...

Hide Field

Femove

Difference From
Percent Difference From
Rank

Mowving Calculation

Custom Calculation

2. Inthe Visual Calculation editor, do the following:

Tableau Software

In the Group by section, select the fields that you want to calculate the val-
ues for. The field where you selected the Create Calculated Field >Fixed

LOD menu option is added by default. Click the plus ® icon to add any addi-

tional fields to your calculation. This populates the left side of the equation,
{FIXED [Fieldl], [Field2]

In the Compute using section, select the field that you want to use to
calculate your new values. Then select your aggregation. This populates the
right side of the equation, Aggregation ([Field) }.

A graphic below the field shows the distribution of values and a total count for
each value combination. Depending on the type of data, this can be a box
plot, range of values, or the actual values.
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Fixed LOD Done

Fixed LOD1 =00 Fixed LOD v
Group by + Compute using
0558 CustomerID + Region MAX -  Sales v
2 AA-10315 G I 3,930.072 - . =
1748 - entra A .
1624 AA-10375 Central 14957 He
172 AR-10480 Central 47957 - e
Ry a4 AA-10645 Central 13235 me
= AB-10015 Central 34158 L]
13533 - entra :
2296 AB-10060 Central 167.94 me
2912 AB-10105 Central 5,852.74 | *
B 36 £8-10150 Central 39135 . o
5.184 “ »
nnanee [

Note: Available aggregation values vary by the data type assigned to
the field.

e To remove a field, right-click or Cntrl-click (MacOS) in the drop-down box for
the fields in the Group by section and select Remove Field.
¢ Inthe left pane, double-click in the field header and enter a name for your cal-

culation.

3. Click Done to add your new calculated field. In the Changes pane, you can see the
calculation that Tableau Prep generated. Click Edit to open the visual calculation
editor to make any changes.

[= Fixed LOD
[Fized LODA]
{1 FIXED [Product Mame], [City] - AV
to Shipl) 31

I'-.JI

)
n

Calculate rank or row number

Analytic functions, sometimes referred to as window calculations, enable you to perform
calculations across the entire table, or a selection of rows (partition) in your data set. For
example, when applying a rank to a selection of rows, you would use the following calculation

syntax:

{PARTITION [field]: {ORDERBY [field]: RANK() }}

¢ PARTITION (optional): Designate the rows you want to perform the calculation on. You
can specify more than one field, but if you want to use the entire table, omit this part of the
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function and Tableau Prep treats all the rows as the partition. For example { ORDERBY
[Sales] : RANK() }.

 ORDERBY (required): Specify one or more fields that you want to use to generate the
sequence for the rank.

¢ Rank () (required): Specify the rank type or ROW_NUMBER () you want to calculate.
Tableau Prep supports RANK(), RANK_DENSE(), RANK_MODIFIED(), RANK_
PERCENTILE(), and ROW_NUMBER() functions.

¢ DESC or ASC (optional): Represents descending (DESC) or ascending (ASC) order. By
default, rank is sorted in descending order, so you don't need to specify this in the
expression. If you want to change the sort order, add ASC to the expression.

You can also include both options in the function. For example if you wanted to rank a
selection of rows, but wanted to sort the rows in ascending order, then apply the rank in
descending order, you would include these two options in the expression. For example:
{PARTITION [Country], [State]: {ORDERBY [Sales] ASC, [Customer
Name] DESC: RANK() }}

When using this feature, the following requirements apply:

* Nesting expressions inside a RANK () function isn't supported. For example, [Sales]/
{PARTITION [Country]: {ORDERBY [Sales]: RANK() }} / SUM( [Profit]
) } isn't supported.

¢ Combining a RANK () function with another expression isn't supported. For example
[Sales]/{PARTITION [Country]: {ORDERBY [Sales]: RANK() }} isn'tsup-
ported.

Supported analytic functions

Function Description Result
RANK () Assigns a whole
number rank RAME  Sales Person Region Commission
starting with 1, in
g_ 1 Liza Central 15,000
ascending or
) 1 Sarah Central |15,000
descending order
3 Barb East 13,000
to each row. If
rows have the 4 Charles East 9,000
5 lorge Central | 7,000

same value, they
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share the rank that
is assigned to the
firstinstance of the
value. The number
of rows with the
same rank is
added when
calculating the
rank for the next
row, SO you may
not get
consecutive rank
values.

Sample
calculation:
{ORDERBY
[Commission]

DESC: RANK () }

RANK_ Assigns a whole
DENSE() number rank DENSE RANK | Sales Person Region Commission
starting with 1 in 1 Lisa Central 15,000
ascending or
i 1 Sarah Central | 15,000
descending order
Z Barb East 13,000
to each row. If
3 Charles East 9,000
rows have the
4 lorge Central | 7,000

same value, they
share the rank that
is assigned to the
firstinstance of the
value, but no rank
values are skipped
so you will see
consecutive rank
values.
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RANK _
MODIFIED()

Tableau Software

Sample
calculation:
{ORDERBY
[Commission]
DESC: RANK
DENSE () }

Assigns a whole
number rank
starting with 1, in
ascending or
descending order
to each row. If
rows have the
same value, they
share the rank that
is assigned to the
last instance of the
value. Rank_
Modified is
calculated as
Rank + (Rank
+ Number of
duplicate

rows - 1).

Sample
calculation:
{ORDERBY
[Commission]
DESC: RANK
MODIFIED () }

RANK MODIFIED

N

un

Sales Person

Sarsh
Lisa
Barb
Charles

Jorge

Region

Central
Central
East
East

Central

Commission

15,000
15,000
12,000
5,000
7,000
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PERCENTILE

()

304

Assigns a
percentile rank RANK PERCENTILE
from0Oto1in -
ascending or
descending order
0.5
to each row.
RANK 0.75

PERCENTILE is 1
calculated as
(Rank-1)/

(Total rows-

1).

Sample
calculation:
{ORDERBY
[Commission]
DESC: RANK
PERCENTILE () }

Note: In the
eventof a
tie, Tableau
Prep rounds
the rank
down,
similar to
PERCENT _
RANK() in
SQL.

5Sales Person

Sarah
Lisz
Barb
Charles

Jlorge

Tableau Prep Help

Region Commission
Central | 15,000
Central | 15,000
East 13,000
Eazst 5,000
Central | 7,000
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ROW _
NUMBER()

Assigns a
sequential row ID
to each unique
row. No row
number values are
skipped. If you
have duplicate
rows and use this
calculation, your
results might
change each time
you run the flow if
the order of rows
changes.

Sample
calculation:
{ORDERBY
[Commission]
DESC: ROW
NUMBER () }

ROW NUMEER  Sales Person

B L

i

Sarah
Lisa

Barb

Charles

Jorge

Region Commission
Central | 15,000
Central | 15,000

East 13,000

East 5,000
Central | 7,000

The following example shows a comparison of each of the above functions applied to the same

data set.

RANK  DENSE RANK

B e e
T N

u

RANKMODIFIED RAMNKPERCENTILE ROW NUMBER Sales Person Region

[ S

0
0
0.5

¥ N

u

Lisa
Sarah
Barb
Charles

lorge

Create Rank or Row Number calculations

Central
Central
East
East

Central

Commission

15,000
15,000
13,000
5,000
7,000

To create a Rank or Row_Number calculations, you can use the Calculation editor to write the

calculation yourself or if you want a more guided experience, you can use the Visual Calculation

editor where you select your fields and Tableau Prep writes the calculation for you.
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Note: ROW_NUMBER () calculations aren't available in the visual calculation editor.

Calculation editor

Use the Calculation editor to create any of the supported RANK () or ROW_NUMBER()
calculations. The list of supported analytic calculations is shown in the Calculation editor in the
Reference drop-down under Analytic.

1. In the Profile pane toolbar click Create Calculated Field, or in a profile card or data grid,

click the More options - menu and select Create Calculated Field > Custom

Calculation.
Abc
Product M... ZH = - 0
Filter [
Clean 3
*“While you Were Out” Me Group Values 3
10 Gummed Flap White Split Values 3

#10 Self-Seal White Enve EIYED LOD
#10 White Business Enve =y State Tie
#10-41/8" x5 1/2" Recyn 7 Detail
#10-41/8" x5 1/2" Secu Summar,
#10-41/8" 9 1/2" Prem

#6 3/4 Gummed Flap Whi Rename Fiald
1.7 Cubic Foot Compact ™ Duplicate Fizld

Difference From
Percent Difference From
Rank

Moaving Calculation

1/4 Fold Party Design Invi Keep Only Field
-2 Colored Short Pencils Create Calculated Fisld »
12-1/2 Dismeter Round W\ Publish 2= Data Role...

Custom Calculation

Hide Field

Remove

2. Inthe Calculation editor, enter a name for your calculation and enter the expression.

For example to find the latest customer order, create a calculation like the one shown
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below, then keep only the customer order rows that are ranked with the number 1.

Add Field >
Latest Customer Order All »  RANK()
{ PARTITION er Name]:{ ORDERBY [Order Datel: P Search Returns the standard competition
RENE() }} POWER . rank for the current row in the
RADIANS partition. Identical values are
RANK sssigned an identical rank.
RAMK_DENSE

RANK_MODIEIED With this function, the set of
values (6, 9,9, 14) would be

RANK_PERCENTILE ranked (1, 2, 2, 4) in sscending
REGEXP_EXTRACT order.

REGEXP_EXTRACT_NTH

REGEXP_MATCH Example: RANK()
REGEXP_REPLACE

REPLACE

RIGHT

ROUND

ROW_NUMEER

RTRIM

SIGN

<IN

Calculation is valid v Apply m

~

No notifications

Example: Use ROW_NUMBER to find and remove duplicate values.

This example uses the Superstore sample data set in Tableau Prep Builder to find and remove
exact duplicate values for the field Row ID using the ROW_NUMBER function.

1. Open the Sample Superstore flow.
2. Inthe Flow pane, for the Input step Orders West, click on the Clean step Rename States.
3. Inthe toolbar, click Create Calculated Field.

4. Inthe Calculation editor, name the new field "Duplicates”, and use the ROW NUMBER
function to add a row number to the field Row ID using the expression { PARTITION
[Row ID]: {ORDERBY[Row ID]:ROW NUMBER () }} and click Save.
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| FlalgMame

Duplicatas

Calculation is valid ~

: { ORDERBY [Row I

-~

Referarce
All

K Search
AES

ACOS
AMD

450

ASCH
ASIN
ATAN
ATANZ
ANE

CASE
CEILING
CHAR
CONTAING
Cos

coT
COUNT

-

Tableau Prep Help

x
ROW_NUMBER()
Returns the row number
[ s |

5. Inthe new calculated field, right-click or Cmd-click (MacOS) on the field value 1, then
select Keep Only from the menu.

+# E
Duplicates 11 o~ 0
1 |
2 Keep Only
3 Exclude
4
= Edit Value
G Replace with Mull
7 Group
2 Ungroup
5
10
11
Before After
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|
Chi B <
4+ anges (3) " & "
@ Group Values Dupli 1 Row ID =
RowID ol « IR e T
9 values replaced
 Calculated Field 1 O e—
Duplicates 2,000 =
30 {PARTITION [Row D] —
91 i 000 E—
Y Filter I
————————— |
e Duplicstes T —
%6 Keesroniy. 1 =
81000 me——
58 8 —
“0s 87 (3%) rows | 200  ——
105
106 104
<19 .
118 3 (<1%) rows
127
128
125

Visual Calculation editor

Just like when creating a level of detail calculation, you can use the visual calculation editor to
build a rank calculation. Select the fields you want to include in the calculation, then select the
fields you want to use to rank the rows and the type of rank you want to calculate. A preview of the
results is shown in the left pane so you can see the results of your selections as you go.

1. Inaprofile card or results pane, click the More options -~ menu and select Create
Calculated Field >Rank.
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Abc

Customer... 73

Aaron Bergman
Aaron Hawkins
Aaron Smayling
Adam Bellavance
Adam Hart

Adam Shillingsburg
Adrian Barton
Adrian Hane
Adrian Shami
Aimee Bixby

Alzn Barnes

Alan Dominguez

Filter
Clean

Group Yalues

¥y ¥ v v

Split Values

W Detail

Rename Field

Duplicate Field

Keep Only Field

Create Calculated Field »
Publish as Data Role...

Hide Field

Remove

2. Inthe Visual calculation editor, do the following:

Tableau Prep Help

FIXED LOD

Tile

Difference From
Percent Difference From
Rank

Mowing Calculation

Custom Calculation

¢ Inthe Group by section, select the fields with rows you want to compute values

for. This creates the Partition part of the calculation.

After you select your first field, click the plus ® icon to add any additional fields to

your calculation. If you want to include all rows or remove a selected field, right-

click or Cmd-click (MacOS) in the drop-down box for the fields in the Group by

section and select Remove Field.

¢ Inthe Order by section, select the fields that you want to use to rank your new

values. The field where you selected the Create Calculated Field >Rank menu

option is added by default.

Click the plus'?:) icon to add any additional fields to your calculation, then select

Z
your Rank type. Click the sorticon  * ‘o change the rank order from descending
(DESC) to ascending (ASC).
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Note: Rank values vary by the data type assigned to the field.

 Inthe left pane, double-click in the field header and enter a name for your

calculation.

Orders Ranked| 70 Rank

Group by

Customer Name

Baron Bergman

I
0 |
]
[ |
50-}
I RaronHawkins
I AaronHawkins
100
AaronHawkins
150 I Aaron Smayling

Aazron Smayling
Aazron Smayling

Adam Bellavance

Admn Dol mm e

-

+

Order by

Rank

F e N I T N =

v Order Date
03/07/2015, 12:00-00 AM
12/27/2016, 12:00:00 AM
10,/25/2015, 12:00:00 AM
05/13/2015, 12:00:00 AM
10,/03/2018, 12:00:00 AM
05,/04/2018, 12:00:00 AM
09/25/2017, 12:00:00 AM
11/06/2018, 12:00:00 AM

3. Click Done to add your new calculated field. In the Changes pane, you can see the
calculation that Tableau Prep Builder generated. Click Edit to open the visual calculation

editor to make any changes.
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Changes (5) 4

[= Rank
DEMSE RANK
{{ORDERBY [Commission] DESC:
RANK_DENSEQ3?
[= Rank
RAME
{{ORDERBY [Commission] ASC:
RANK()I}
[= Rank
RAMK PERCEMTILE
fI0ORDERBY [Commission] DESC:
RANK_PERCENTILEQT}

[= Calculated Field
RAMK MODIFIED
{ ORDERBY [Commission] DESC:
RAMK()}
[= Calculated Field
ROW NUMBER
{ ORDERBY [Commission] DESC:
ROW_NUMBER()}

Calculate tiles

Use the Tile feature to distribute rows into a specified number of buckets by creating a
calculated field. You select the fields that you want to distribute by, and the number of groups
(tiles) to be used. You can also select additional fields for creating partitions where the tiled rows
are distributed into groups. Use the Calculation editor to input the syntax manually or use the
Visual Calculation editor to select the fields and Tableau Prep writes the calculation for you.

For example, if you have rows of student data and wanted to see which students are in the top
50% and bottom 50%, you can group the data into two tiles.
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Student Subject Grade

George English 65
Christina Science 80
Brian English 89
Jennifer Math 55
Daniel Math 70
lan Science 60
Amanda English 90
Heather Math 65
Frank Science 70

The following example shows two groups for the upper and lower half of student grades. The
syntax for this method is:

{ORDERBY [Grade] DESC:NTILE(2) }

Calculationl = Student Subject Grade

Amanda |English 90
Brian English |89
Christina | Science |80
Daniel Math 70
Frank Science |70
George | English |85
Heather | Math 65
I

You can also create a partition, where each value of a field is a separate partition, and divide data
into groups for each partition.

The following example shows creating partitions for the Subject field. A partition is created for
each subject and two groups (tiles) are created for the Grade field. The rows are then distributed
evenly into the two groups for the three partitions. The syntax for this method is:

{PARTITION [Subject]:{ORDERBY [Grade] DESC:NTILE (2) }}
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Math
Math
Math
Science
Science

Science

English

English

English

Create Tile calculations

To create tile calculations, you can use the Calculation editor to write the calculation yourself or
if you want a more guided experience, you can use the Visual Calculation editor where you
select your fields and Tableau Prep writes the calculation for you.

Visual Calculation editor

When you use the visual calculation editor to create a tile calculation, a preview of the results is
shown in the left pane.

1. Select a profile card to create a tile calculation.

2. Click the More options menu and select Create Calculated Field > Tile.
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#
Sales &K =T e
Filter 3
Group Values 2
FIXED LOD
Tile
Differance From Detail
¥ Summary

Percent Difference From
Fank

Mowing Calculation Renzme Field

Duplicate Field
Keep Only Field
Create Calculated Field »

| _

Hide Field

Remove

Custom Calculation

The selected profile card is added as an ORDERBY field.
3. Inthe Visual calculation editor, do the following:
¢ Select the number of tile groupings you want. The default value for Tiles is 1.

¢ Inthe Group by section, select the fields for the rows you want to compute values
for. This creates the PARTITION part of the calculation. You can have multiple
Group by fields for a single calculation.

Click the plus'l-f..'j icon to add any additional fields to your calculation. If you want to

include all rows or remove a selected field, right-click or Cmd-click (MacOS) in the
drop-down box for the fields in the Group by section and select Remove Field.

¢ Inthe left pane, double-click in the field header and enter a name for your
calculation.

¢ Inthe Order by section, select one or more fields that you want to use to group and
distribute your new values. You must have at least one Order by field. The field
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where you selected the Create Calculated Field >Tile menu option is added by

default.
Sales grouped by region = Tile -
Group by +! Tile distribution Order by +
1 Region ¥ Tiles 4 : Sales v e
2 a
2 Central 1 17,435 35
a Central 1 9,892.74
Central 1 9,445.95
Centrzl 1 8,155.952
Central 1 544356
Centrz| 1 4,895.93
Central 1 4,164.05
Central 1 3,530072

. To sort the results, do the following:

¢ Click any of the Calculation rows to filter the results for the selected grouping

¢ Change the ascending or descending order of the order by field.

. Click Doneto add your new calculated field.

In the Changes pane, you can see the calculation that Tableau Prep Builder generated.
Click Edit to open the visual calculation editor to make any changes.

The following example shows a quartile division of rows. A partition is created based on
four US regions and then the Sales field data is evenly grouped into the partitions.
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Changes (0)

Calculation editor

1. Inthe Profile pane toolbar, click Create Calculated Field, or in a profile card or data grid,

click the More options -

Calculation.

Tableau Software

Clean1 3fieics 15rows Y riervaives...

Ito

178,112.37 West

[@ Rerame Fies G cresteCaicutated Fiid.. EEISREE
e * avc
Sales_Rep Sale Regior
Bateman O | Central
Bhatt - East
Compbell 500.000_{mw South
Garcia ‘West
Gerasimov
Ito
Johnsor
Maharail
Nguys
Rodrig
Smith
Suzuk

ot Sales_Rep | Sales Region

Sumki | 122,305.85 West

Smith | 128,09263 East

Wilson 4261892 Central

Johnson 71,202.18 South

Wang 77,37352  South

Nguyen 2117795 Central

Rodriguez |402,291.15 East

Gorcia 3386475 |West

menu and select Create Calculated Field > Custom
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#6 3/4 Gummed Flap Whi
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1/4 Fold Party Design Invi
12 Colored Short Pencils
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Filter 3
Clezn 3
Group VWalues 3
Split Values 2
FIXED LOD
ew State Tile
v Detail

Difference From

Rank

Rename Field Moaving Calculation

Duplicate Field

Keep Only Field

Create Calculated Field »
Publish as Data Role...

Custom Calculation

Hide Field

Remove

Tableau Prep Help

Percent Difference From

In the Calculation editor, enter a name for your calculation and enter the expression. For

example, to order rows of students by grades into two groups and then group them by

subject, use : {PARTITION [Subject]:{ORDERBY

Add Field

Grade Calc

{PARTITION E t]: [CRI

Calculation isvalid ~

[Grade]

{PARTITION [dim1 [, dim2]...:

Al \

orderby-expression }
£ Search
OR . Defines the group to apply
ORDERBY analytical functions. ORDERBY
PARTITION must be inside the partition
PERCENTILE

Example {PARTITION [Customer]

’ {ORDERBY [Sales]: RANK()}}

POWER
RADIANS
RANK

REGEXP_REPLACE
REPLACE
RIGHT

Tile calculations include the following elements:

DESC:NTILE (2) }}.

¢ PARTITION (optional): A partition clause differs the rows of a result set into

partitions where the NTILE() function is used.
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 ORDERBY (required) The ORDER BY clause defines the distribution of rows in
each partition where the NTILE() is used.

e NTILE (required):NTILE is the integer into which the rows are divided.

Note: When all of the rows are divisible by the NTILE clause, the feature
divides the rows evenly among the number of tiles. When the number of rows
isn’t divisible by the NTILE clause, the resulting groups are divided into
different sized bins.

e DESC or ASC (optional): Represents descending (DESC) or ascending (ASC)
order. By default, the tile is sorted in descending order, so you don't need to specify
this in the expression. If you want to change the sort order, add ASC to the
expression.

3. Click Save.

The generated field shows the tile grouping (bin) assignments associated with each row in
the table.

Calculate Values Across Multiple Rows

Note: Starting in version 2020.4.1, you can create and edit flows in Tableau Server and
Tableau Cloud. The content in this topic applies to all platforms, unless noted. For more
information about authoring flows on the web, see Tableau Prep on the Web in the
Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud help.

Multi-row calculations let you compute values between multiple rows of data in your flow. While
similar to table calculations in Tableau, multi-row calculations apply to your entire data set when
you run your flow. You can also build on the results using other types of calculations.

Note: When creating a calculated field, don't use the reserved name "Number of Records".
Using this reserved name will result in a permission-related error.

In Tableau, table calculations only apply to values in your visualization. While you can build on

the result, you must use another table calculation to do so. For more information about using
table calculations in Tableau, see Transform Values with Table Calculations in the Tableau help.
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Performing table calculations during data preparation can provide greater flexibility when
analyzing data in Tableau. You can easily reuse the calculation when building your view and the
underlying calculation isn't impacted by filtering. Workbook load times for large data sets can be
faster as the table calculation isn't recalculated after the query runs.

Tableau Prep currently supports the following multi-row calculations:

» Difference from: Computes the difference between the current row value and another
value.
¢ Percent difference from: Computes the difference between the current row value and

another value as a percentage.

¢ Moving calculations: Returns the sum or average of a numeric field within a flexible set
of rows.

¢ Fill Down calculations: Computes and fills in missing data from the rows above.

¢ Running calculations: Computes the sum or average of values in a column.

Use the visual calculation editor to quickly generate the calculation, or write your own custom
calculation in the calculation editor.

Calculate Difference From

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder 2023.2 and later and on the web in Tableau Cloud. Also
supported in Tableau Server 2023.3 and later.

A Difference From calculation computes the difference between the current value and a value
N rows before or after the current row.

Visual calculation editor

Select fields from a list and Tableau Prep builds the calculation for you as you make your
selections. A preview of the new field results is shown in the left pane and you can review the
calculation results in the far right of the pane.

1. Inaprofile card or results pane, click the More options - menu and select Create

Calculated Field > Difference From.
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++

Ti

Sales

L

L}
- S -
"]
4

4,000

8,000

12,000

16,000

FIXED LOD
Tile

Difference From

Percent Difference From
Rank

Moving Calculation

Custom Calculation

2. Inthe Group by section, select the fields with rows that you want to include in the
calculation. This partitions your table when performing the calculation. To apply the
calculation to all rows in the table, accept the default value Full table.

Filter

Group Values

Cetail

“ Summary

Fename Field
Cuplicate Field
Keep Only Field

Create Calculated Field

Hide Field

Remove

After you select your first field, click the plus ® icon to add any additional Group by fields

to your partition. To reorder or remove fields, right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) and select an

action from the menu.
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roup by ) Orde

=

(]
]

(=

Region v Country

T

Move Left
= Move Right
< Move to Start
#| Move to End

.|

Remove Fisld

3. Inthe Order by section, select the fields that you want to use as the sort order. This field
is used to specify how the LOOKUP function orders the rows in your table.

If the field where you selected the Create Calculated Field >Difference From menu
option is a date or time field, then this field is added by default, but you can change it.

Click the plus'f.ij icon to add any additional Order by fields to your calculation. Click the

21

sorticon to change the order from ascending (ASC) to descending (DESC). You

can also right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) and select an action from the menu to reorder or
remove fields.

4. Inthe Compute using section, select the field with the values that you want to use to cal-
culate your results.

5. Inthe Difference From section, select the rows to use to calculate the difference. For
example select Previous Value, 2 to calculate the difference between the current value
and a value 2 rows before that value. Annotations highlight the rows used to perform the
calculation.

By default, the calculation preview will show you the first non-null row. However, you can
click on any row in the results table and see an updated preview of the selected value.
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bifference inSales 12K Difference From -
Group by @ Orderoy @ Ccompute using Difference Fram
| Regian v | OrderDate v 41| Sales v Previous Value ME.
I
I West 01/06/2015, 12:00:00 AM |:|
I West 01/13/2015, 12:00:00 AM AG 314589
30,000 1 B
West 01/13/2015, 12:00:00 AM :1,325.835

West 01/13

1,305.945355

If the calculation can't be performed with the current settings, the annotation Not enough
values is shown. To resolve this issue, either select a different current value or change the
configuration in the Difference From section.

Difference From Dene
Calculationd 134 Difference From -
Group by @ Order by @ Compute uting Difference Fram
[T |
e i Regicn - Drder Date * by Sales - Previows Value v |3

I

E— ‘West 01/05/2015, 12-00-00 AM 1542 auf!

I

i West 01/£3/2015, 12:00:00 AK 333980 auf!
30,000 1

West 01/13/2015, 12-00-00 AM 199 !

6. Inthe left pane, double-click in the field header and enter a name for your calculation.

7. Click Done to add your new calculated field. In the Changes pane, you can see the

calculation that Tableau Prep generated. Click Edit to open the visual calculation editor to
make any changes.

]
[= Difference From CIPARTITION [Region]: { ORDERBY [Order Date] ASC:

Calculationl LOOKUP([Sales], 0) }; - {PARTITION [Region]: { ORDE

CTPARTITION [Region]:- RBY [Order Date] ASC: LOOKUP([Sales], -1) 11}
[Order Date] ASC: LOOKUP([Sales], 0} | 01/01/2015, 1..

Calculation editor

If you want to write your own calculation to calculate the difference between two values, use the
LOOKUP function in the Calculation editor.
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1. Inthe Profile pane toolbar click Create Calculated Field, or in a profile card or data grid,

click the More options - menu and select Create Calculated Field > Custom

Calculation.
e
Sales &X = T .
Filter
|:I | § el |
II Group Values
4,000 | >plit Values
|
I -
8,000 | S
I Cetail
12,000 ' v Summary
|
16,000 Rename Field
I Duplicate Field
pa—mm Keep Only Field
FIXED LOD Create Calculated Field
Tile Publish s Data Fole

Difference From

Percent Difference From
Rank

Moving Calculation

Custom Calculation

Hide Field

Femove

2. Inthe Calculation editor, enter the expression. For example, to find the difference

between current sales and the previous day's sales by region, create a calculation like the

one shown below.

{PARTITION [Region]:{ ORDERBY

{ PARTITION [Region]:{ ORDERBY

([Sales],1)}}
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[Order Date]ASC:LOOKUP

[Order Date]ASC:LOOKUP ([Sales],0)}}
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Add Field X

Difference in Daily Szles by Region All v  ABS(number)

£ Search Returns the absolute value of the
iven number.
b

ASC: LOOHUE( Q) ABS
:ic:s Example: ABS(-7) =7
ASC Ase
ASCIl
ASIN
< | ATAN
ATANZ
CASE
CEILING
CHAR
CONTAINS
Cos
coT
COUNT )
Calculation is valid ~ Apply

3. Enter a name for your calculation, and click Save.

Calculate Percent Difference From

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder 2023.2 and later and on the web in Tableau Cloud. Also
supported in Tableau Server 2023.3 and later.

A Percent Difference From calculation computes the difference between the current value and
a value N rows before or after the current row as a percentage. For example Valuel-
Value2/Value?2.

Visual Calculation editor

Select fields from a list and Tableau Prep builds the calculation for you as you make your
selections. A preview of the new field results is shown in the left pane and you can review the
calculation results in the far right of the pane.

1. Inaprofile card or results pane, click the More options - menu and select Create

Calculated Field > Percent Difference From.
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I Moving Calculation
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Filter
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Cetail

 Summary

Fename Field
Duplicate Field
Keep Only Field

Create Calculated Field

Hide Field

Femove

Tableau Prep Help

In the Group by section, select the fields with rows that you want to include in the

calculation. This partitions your table when performing the calculation. To apply the

calculation to all rows in the table, accept the default value Full table.

After you select your first field, click the plus ® icon to add any additional Group by fields

to your partition. To reorder or remove fields, right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) and select

an action from the menu.
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[ ]
i

roup by @ Orde

=

[

Region b Country

T

Move Left
= Move Right
[ Move to Start
+# Move to End

.l

Remove Field

3. Inthe Order by section, select the fields that you want to use as the sort order. This field is
used to specify how the LOOKUP function orders the rows in your table.

If the field where you selected the Create Calculated Field > Percent Difference From
menu option is a date or time field, then this field is added by default, but you can change it.

Click the plus'?-r..-':i icon to add any additional Order by fields to your calculation. Click the

Zl

sorticon to change the order from ascending (ASC) to descending (DESC). You can

also right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) and select an action from the menu to reorder or
remove fields.

4. Inthe Compute using section, select the field with the values that you want to use to cal-
culate your results.

5. Inthe Percent Difference From section, select the rows to use to calculate your result.
For example select Previous Value, 2 to calculate the percent difference between the
current value and a value 2 rows before that value. Annotations highlight the rows used to
perform the calculation.

By default, the calculation preview will show you the first non-null row. However, you can
click on any row in the results table and see an updated preview of the selected value.
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Percent Difference From Done
Percent Difference in Sali| 12% Percent Difference From -
Group by @ Orderby @ Compute using Percent Differenze Fram
il I_ Region b Order Date v & Sales v Previous Value A=
—
! West 01/06/2013, 12:00:00 AM 1544
200 |
1 West 01/13/2018, 12:00:00 AM
con | West 01/13/2015, 12:00:00 AM
I
H Jes A1M 00:00 AM
1
1,000 Jes
I
est
1400
st
1,500 et
I

If the calculation can't be performed with the current settings, you will see the annotation
Not enough values. To resolve this, either select a different current value or change the
configuration in the Percent Difference From section.

Percent Difference From Done
Percent Diffe... s = - -+ Percent Difference From hd
Group by @ Orderby ® Computeusing Parcent Difference From
il I_ Region b Order Date 5L Sales v Previous Value |3 :
|
1 West 01/06/2015, 12:00:00 AM 15.44 null =
2,000

West 01/13/2015, 12:00:00 AM 333.959 null Not encugh values [
5,000 | West 01/13/2015, 12 195 nulf

6. Inthe left pane, double-click in the field header and enter a name for your calculation.

7. Click Done to add your new calculated field. In the Changes pane, you can see the
calculation that Tableau Prep generated. Click Edit to open the visual calculation editor to
make any changes.

({PARTITION [Region]: { ORDERBY [Order Date] ASC: :
LOOKUP{[Sales], 0) 11 - [PARTITION [Region]: { ORDE

[Z Percent Difference From RBY [Order Date] ASC: LOOKUP([Sales], -1) }11 / {PAR

- - TITION [Region): { ORDEREBY [Order Date] ASC: LOOK
[ Percent Difference in Sales ] UP([Sales], -1} }}
L g A

(IPARTITION [Region]: { ORDE......
[Order Date] ASC: LOOKUP([Sales], 0}

Calculation editor

If you want to write your own calculation to calculate the percent difference between two values,
use the LOOKUP function in the Calculation editor.
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1. Inthe Profile pane toolbar click Create Calculated Field, or in a profile card or data grid,

click the More options - menu and select Create Calculated Field > Custom

Calculation.
i
Sales &K = v .
Filter 3
|:I | Lo
II Group Values 3
4,000 | >plit Values
|
I -
8,000 | S
I Cetail
12,000 ' v Summary
|
16,000 Rename Field
| Duplicate Field
poman Keep Only Field
FIXED LOD Create Calculated Field »
Tile Fublish s Data Raole

Difference From
Percent Difference From | Hide Field

Fank Femove

Mowving Calculation

Custom Calculation

2. Inthe Calculation editor, enter the expression. For example, to find the percent difference
between current sales and previous days sales by region, create a calculation like the one
shown below.

{ PARTITION [Region]:{ ORDERBY [Order Date]ASC:LOOKUP
([Sales],0)1}}

{ PARTITION [Region]:{ ORDERBY [Order Date]ASC:LOOKUP ([Sales], -
1)1}
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{ PARTITION [Region]:{ ORDERBY

1)1

Add Field

Percent Difference Sales

Calculation is valid ~

-~
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[Order Date]ASC:LOOKUP ([Sales], -

All

£ Search
ABS

ACOS
AND

ASC

ASCH
ASIN
ATAN
ATANZ
AVG

CASE
CEILING
CHAR
CONTAINS
oS

ot
COUNT

3. Enter a name for your calculation, and click Save.

Calculate Moving Average or Sum

X
ABS{number)
Returns the absolute value of the
given number.
Example: ABS(-7)=7
=

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder 2023.2 and later and on the web in Tableau Cloud. Also

supported in Tableau Server 2023.3 and later.

Create a moving calculation to better understand trends in your data and reduce overall

fluctuations. In Tableau Prep you can calculate a moving average or sum across a specified

number of values before or after the current value. For example tracking the three month moving

average of sales per region.

Visual Calculation editor

Select fields from a list and Tableau Prep builds the calculation for you as you make your

selections. A preview of the new field results is shown in the left pane and you can review the

calculation results in the far right of the pane.

1. Ina profile card or results pane, click the More options

Calculated Field > Moving Calculation.
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menu and select Create
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2.

FIXED LOD

Tile

Difference From
Percent Difference From
Fank

Mowing Calculation

Custom Calculztion

TS
Sales 132 = T
Filter 3
Group Values 3
Detail
 Summary

Rename Field

Duplicate Field

Keep Only Fizsld

Create Calculated Field »

Hide Field

Remowve

In the Group by section, select the fields with rows that you want to include in the

calculation. This partitions your table when performing the calculation. To apply the

calculation to all rows in the table, accept the default value Full table

After you select your first field, click the plus ® icon to add any additional Group by fields

to your calculation. To reorder or remove fields, right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) and select

an action from the menu.

Groun by

Region b

Tableau Software

Country

— Move Left
= Move Right

< Move to Start

| Move to End

Remove Field
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3. Inthe Order by section, select the fields that you want to use as the sort order. This field
is used to specify how the LOOKUP function orders the rows in your table.

If the field where you selected the Create Calculated Field > Moving Calculation menu
option is a date or time field, then this field is added by default, but you can change it.

Click the plus'i.-;j icon to add any additional Order by fields to your calculation. Click the

A
sorticon 2% to change the order from ascending (ASC) to descending (DESC). You
can also right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) and select an action from the menu to reorder or

remove fields.
4. Inthe Compute using section, select the field with the values that you want to use to cal-

culate your results.

5. Inthe Results section, select the aggregation you want to perform (sum or average), the
number of rows to include in the calculation, and whether to include the current row or

exclude it.

To change the results setting, click the drop-down in the Values field. For example, to
calculate the moving average of sales across the current month and the previous 2
months, set the Previous values to 2 and close the dialog.

RESUILS

2 = 0

AVG ~ | Values: previous 2, current v Results Settings *
mull

null Values used in calculation
12,230.448995999991 Previous values MNext values

|:| Exclude current value

6. By default, the calculation preview shows you the first non-null row. However, you can
click on any row in the results table and see an updated preview of the selected value.
Annotations highlight the rows used to perform the calculation.
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Moving Calculation

Done
3 Month Moving Average 155 Maoving Calculation -
Group by @B Orderby @ Computeusing Rasults
e | Regicn v VearofSale v Ai | OrderMonth v A | Sales v WG v Vsluesprevieus2, current v

- Wes: 2,015 1 :8,326.002999999595 " |:|

40,000 - Wes: 2,015 2 2,448,957 i onuil
i i

: West 2015 3 125,918 36755555558 12,230 428555555551

50,000 ¥ Nest 2,013 4 24,548 418000000005 a7, &6

If the calculation can't be performed with the current settings, you will see the annotation

Not enough values. To resolve this, click the drop-down in the Values field to change the
configuration in the Results Settings.

Moving Calculation
2 Manth Moving Average 177 Moving Calculation -
Graug by @ Oraarby @ Cemputs using Resulze
| N N 5 .
e Region - Year of Sale |4 Order Month v 8 Sales - AVG v Values:previous 4, current hd
I
20,000 T West 2015 1 2,326.002933555555 null =
] Mast - . i
s0000 m West 2,015 2 2,445.5759555555597 aull
. est 2,015 3 25,916.36 i
£0,000 i o . ; -

7. Inthe left pane, double-click in the field header and enter a name for your calculation.

8. Click Done to add your new calculated field. In the Changes pane, you can see the
calculation that Tableau Prep generated. Click Edit to open the visual calculation editor to
make any changes.

({PARTITION [Region]: { ORDEREY [Year of Sale] ASC,
[Order Month] ASC: LOOKUP([Sales], -2) 11 + [PARTIT
IOM [Region): { QRDEREY [Year of Sale] ASC, [Order

Month] ASC: LOOKUP([Sales], -1) 1} + {PARTITION [Re

[ Moving Calculation

|_ 3 Month Moving Average | gion]: { ORDERBY [Year of Sale] ASC, [Order Month] &
({PARTITION [Region]: { ORDERBY ST LOOKUP({[Sales], 0) 13)/3
[Year of Sale] ASC, [Order Month] |

Calculation editor

If you want to write your own calculation to calculate the moving average or sum, use the LOOKUP
function in the Calculation editor.
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In the Profile pane toolbar click Create Calculated Field, or in a profile card or data grid,

click the More options - menu and select Create Calculated Field > Custom

Calculation.
e
Sales &X = T .
Filter
|:I =0
II Group Values
4,000 | >plit Values
|
I -
8,000 | S
I Cetail
12,000 ' v Summary
|
16,000 Rename Field
I Duplicate Field
pa—mm Keep Only Field
FIXED LOD Create Calculated Field
Tile Publish s Data Fole

Difference From

Percent Difference From
Rank

Moving Calculation

Custom Calculation

Hide Field

Femove

In the Calculation editor, enter the expression. For example, to find the three month

moving average of sales per region, create a calculation like the one shown below.

Note: This example assumes that the data set is at the correct level of detail, one

row for each month. If your data set is not at the correct level of detail, consider

using an aggregation step to change this before applying the calculation.
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{ PARTITION [Region]:{ ORDERBY [Year of Sale]ASC, [Order
Month]ASC:LOOKUP ([Sales],-2)}}

4

{ PARTITION [Region]:{ ORDERBY [Year of Sale]ASC, [Order
Month]ASC:LOOKUP ([Sales],-1) }}

n

{ PARTITION [Region]:{ ORDERBY [Year of Sale]ASC, [Order
Month]ASC:LOOKUP ([Sales],-0) }}

‘ Add Field P4
‘ 3 Month Maving Average for Sales All v  LOOKUP(expression, [offset])
1]3{ ORDERBY [Year of Sale]ASC, [Order £ Search Returns the value of the given
es],=2)}} ABS .| expression inatargetrow,

ACOS specified as a relative offset from
ear of Sale]ASC, [Order the current row, Returns MULL if
T AND
) [ 1 the target row cannot be
+ ASC determined.
{ SARTITION ORDERBY [Y=ar of Sale]ASC, [Order Ascl
fonth] ASC: LOOKU] 21,-011} ASIN Example: {ORDERBY [DATE] ASC:
i/ < | ATAN LOOKUP([SALES], -1)} returns the
3 ATANZ SALES value frem the previcus
AVG row,
case s PARTITION, ORDERE'
e also: PARTITION, ERBY,
ILIR - -
LEILNG ASC, DESC
CHAR
CONTAINS
cos
CoT
COUNT
Calculationis valid ~ Save

3. Enter a name for your calculation, and click Save.

Get Previous Value

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder 2023.2 and later and on the web in Tableau Cloud. Also
supported in Tableau Server 2023.3 and later.

If you need to create a field with the value from a previous row, you can create a custom
calculation using the LOOKUP function.

1. Inthe Profile pane toolbar click Create Calculated Field, or in a profile card or data grid,

click the More options - menu and select Create Calculated Field > Custom

Calculation.
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T
Sales & - -
Filter b
I:I - | §eloe |
II Group Values b
4,000 | Split Values
|
I -
8,000 I =w State
I Detail
12,000 v Summary
|
15,000 FRename Fisld
! Duplicate Field
Jo—mas Keep Only Field
FIXED LOD Create Calculated Fisld »
Tile Publish as Data Role

Difference From
Percent Difference From | Hide Field
Rank Remove

Moving Calculation

Custom Calculation

2. Inthe Calculation editor, enter the expression. For example, to find the previous sales
value by order date, create a calculation like the one shown below.

Note: This example assumes that the data set is at the correct level of detail, one
row for each day. If your data set is not at the correct level of detail, consider using
an aggregation step to change this before applying the calculation.

{ ORDERBY [Order Date]ASC:LOOKUP ([Sales],-1)}
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3. Enter a name for your calculation, and click Save.

Add Field

Previous Day's Soles

Caleulat

o is valid ~

Fill Down Calculation

D Zearch

ABS
ALDE
AND
AsC
ASCN
ASIN

< ATAN
ATANZ
AVG

CASE

CEILING

CHAR

CONTAING

cos
coT

COUNT

LOOKUP(expression, [offset])

Returns the value of the given

le: {ORDEREY [DATE] ASC:

turng the

SALES value from the previous

row,

Sec alzo: PARTITION, QRDERBY,

ASC, DESC

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder 2023.3 and later, Tableau Server 2023.3 and later, and on the
web in Tableau Cloud.

A Fill Down calculation computes and fills in missing data so that null values are replaced with the

values from the rows above, allowing for the data to be easily visualized. The example below

shows the results of a fill down calculation by replacing the null values from the Student field with

values based on the rows above.

Student Subject Grade Student Subject Grade
Amanda English 90 Amanda English 90
Math 89 Amanda Math 89
Science 80 Amanda Science 80
Daniel English 70 Daniel English 70
Math 70 Daniel Math 70
Science 65 Daniel Science 65
lan English 65 lan English 65
Math 60 lan Math 60
Science 55 lan Science 55
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1.

In a profile card or results pane, click the More options -

culated Field > Fill Down.

Tableau Prep Help

menu, and select Create Cal-

#

Sensor ID Time Stamp  +
{431 1
(44 2
3
4
SensorID Time Stamp | Sensor Category | Observation
101 1 Temperature 70
102 1 Depth =100
o1 2 nul 71
b2 2 nuli -200
s3] 3 il 63
102 3 neli =300
101 4 nuli 69
D2 4 nuli 400

b L+ #

Sensor Ca... = = B s | Observation
Filter
Clean
il Group Values
Depth Split Values
Temperature
+ Datail
Rename Field
Duplicate Field
Keep Only Field
FIXED LOD Create Caleulated Field
Tile Publish as Data Role...
Fill Dowen
Difference From Hide Field
Percent Difference From | Remove
Rank

Running Calculation
Moving Calculation

Custom Calculation

r v v v

In the Group by section, you can select fields to partition the data when performing the

calculation. If you don't want your data to be partitioned, accept the default value of Full
table.

After you select your first field, you can add additional Group by fields to your partition by

clicking the plus @ icon. To reorder or remove fields, right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) and

select an action from the menu.

— Move Left
= Move Right
I+ Move to Start
2| Move to End

Remove Fisld
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3. Inthe Order by section, select one or more fields that you want to use for the sort order.
This field is used to specify the order of rows in a table.

You can also add a source row number in the input step of text, CSV, or Excel files to sort
the data in the data source order.

4. Click the plus@ icon to add any additional Order by fields to your calculation. You must
!
choose at least one field. Click the sorticon = =*

(ASC) to descending (DESC). You can also right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) and select an
action from the menu to reorder or remove fields.
5. Inthe Compute using section, select the field with the values that you want to fill down.

to change the order from ascending

The Results field shows the filled down values in bold.

[Fill Down Done
Calculationl Fill Down bl
(®) Order by ® Compute using
Depth Sansor D *  TimeStamp * &1 Sensor Category d
L 1] 1 Temperature Temperature
[[:51 2 mutl Temparature
01 3 il Temperature
01 4 mutl Temparature
02 1 Depth Depth
oz 2 muti Depth
o2 3 mutl Depth
0z 4 Al Dépth

Sensor (D TimeStamp  Sensor Category | Calculationd | Observation
(i} 1 Temparature Temperature (70
[[+}% 2 mll Temperature |71
([+}1 3 Al Temperature |68
oy 4 AWl Temperature |69
([+F4 1 Dapth Depth -100
[[+F] 2 Al Degth 200
[[+F3 3 Al Depth -300
o2 4 il Degth 400

6. Inthe left pane, double-click in the field header and enter a name for your calculation.

7. Click Done to add your new calculated field. In the Changes pane, you can see the cal-
culation that Tableau Prep generated. Click Edit to open the visual calculation editor to
make any changes.

[= Fill Down & H

(Caleulationd | ips RTITION [Sensor ID): { ORDERBY [Time Stamp) A

{{PARTITION [Sen ¢, | acT yaLUE([Sensor Category]. TRUE) }1}
[Tirme Stamp] ASC. |
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Calculation editor
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1.

In the Profile pane toolbar click Create Calculated Field, or in a profile card or data grid,

click the More options - menu and select Create Calculated Field > Custom Cal-
culation.

In the Calculation editor, enter the expression.

Enter a name for your calculation, and click Save.

Examples

Fill down example with a partition: Based on the following data, you can fill down the
missing values in the Sensor Category field using the LAST VALUE function. In this
example, Sensor ID is used to partition the data, Time Stamp is used to order the data,
and Sensor Category is used to compute the data.

Sensor ID | Time Stamp |Sensor Category |Observation
1D 1 Temperature 70

D2 1 Depth -100

ID1 2 71

D2 2 -200

ID1 3 6B

ID2 3 -300

1D1 4 69

ID2 4 -400
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Add Field

Calculationl

All

{PARTITION |5 r ID):{ORDERBY|T
amp |ASC: LAST VALUE( [ Sens itegory |, TRUE) } )

Calculationisvalid ~

The fill down results is highlighted in the calculation pane.

Temperature |ID1 1
Temperature |ID1 2
Temperature |ID1 3
Temperature |ID1 4
Depth o2 1
Depth L2 2
Depth o2 3
Depth D2 )

Fill down example without a partition: Based on the following data, you can fill down the
missing values of the Student field. The Source Row Number field has been added in an

£ Search

FLOAT
FLOOR
HEXBINX
HEXBINY
IF
IFNULL
IIF

tINT
ISDATE
ISNULL
LAST_VALUE
LEFT
LEN
LN
LOG
LOOKUP
LOWER
LTRIM
MAKEDATE

Calculationl | Sensor D Time Stamp Sensor Category

Temperature
mul

mull

mull

Depth

mull

mull

AUl

LAST_VALUE(expression,
[return_last_non-null_value])

Returns the last value of the given

expression, from the first row in
the partition to the current row.
Accepts an optional second
boolean parameter to return the
last non-null value.

Example: { ORDERBY [Row ID]
ASC: LAST_VALUE([Category]) } =
returns the value of [Category].

Example: { ORDERBY [Row 1]
ASC: LAST_VALUE([Category].
true) } = returns the last non-null
value of [Category].

See also: PARTITION, ORDERBY,
ASC, DESC

Observation

70
71
68
65
-100
-200
-300
-400

input step and is used to order the data in the source order. Student is used to compute the

data.
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Student Subject Grade
Amanda English 80
Math 89
Science 80
Daniel English 70
Math 70
Science 65
lan English 65
Math 60
Science 55
Add Field
Caleulationl
{ oRpERBY
asesias | TRUE) )

Calculationis valid ~

The fill down results is highlighted in the calculation pane.

All -

£ Search
HEXBINY

IF

IFNULL

IF

INT

ISDATE
ISNULL
LAST_VALUE
LEFT

LEN

LN

LOG

LOOKUP
LOWER
LTRIM
MAKEDATE
MAKEDATETIME
MAKETIME
MAX

Tableau Prep Help

LAST_VALUE(expression,
[return_last_non-null_value])

Returns the last value of the given
exprassion, from the first row in
the partition to the current row.
Accepts an optional second
boolean parameter to return the
last non-null value.

Example: { ORDERBY [Row ID]
ASC: LAST_VALUE([Category]) } =
returns the value of [Category].

Example: { ORDERBY [Row 1D]
ASC: LAST_VALUE([Category],
true) } = returns the last non-null
value of [Category].

See also: PARTITION, ORDERBY,
ASC, DESC
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Calculationl

Amanda
Amanda
Amanda
Daniel
Daniel
Daniel
lan

lan

lan

Source Row Number

w | o=l o b W

Running Calculation

Student Subject

Grade

Amanda English S0

aull Math 859
aull Science 80
Daniel English 70
aull Math 70
aull Science B5
lan English &5
aull Math &0
aull Science 55

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder 2023.3 and later, Tableau Server 2023.3 and later, and on the
web in Tableau Cloud.

A Running Calculation computes the cumulative sum or average of a value and all previous
values in the column. The example below shows the results of a running calculation for the sum

of Sales over time.

Order ltem Description Sales

1 ooa Tent $14,987.00

2 004 Backpack $12,562.00

3 ooz Stove $11,985.00

4 007 Sleeping bag  |$10,345.00

Order ltem Description Sales Running Sum of Sales
1 008 Tent $14,987.00 $14,987.00

2 004 Backpack $12,562.00 $27,549.00

3 002 Stove $11,985.00 $39,534.00

4 007 Sleeping bag  |$10,345.00 $49,879.00

Prep Visual calculation editor

1.

In a profile card or results pane, click the More options - menu, and select Create Cal-

culated Field > Fill Down.
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#*

Order Item 4 Description * Sales PR el

Filter k
1 002 Ilack:!a-ck FIXED LOD Group Values *
2 004 Sleepingb
: x :‘”“ Fill Down

. Difference From
Percent Ditference from | ¥ Detall
Summary

Rank
Running Calculation

Moving Calculation Rename Field

Duplicate Field

Keep Only Field

Create Calculated Field »
L Publish as Data Role.

Custom Calculation

Hide Fie!
Order Iltem  Description | Sales e Flaka
Remove
1 oo Tent 14,987
4 004 Backpack 12,562
3 002 Stove 11,985
4 007 Sleeping bag | 10,345

2. Inthe Group by section, you can select fields to partition the data when performing the cal-
culation. If you don't want your data to be partitioned, accept the default value of Full
table.

After you select your first field, you can add additional Group by fields to your partition by

clicking the plus @ icon. To reorder or remove fields, right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) and

select an action from the menu.

< Move Left

= Move Right
[= Move to Start
= Move to End

Remove Fisld

3. Inthe Order by section, select one or more fields that you want to use for the sort order.
This field is used to specify the order of rows in a table.

You can also add a source row number in the input step of text, CSV, or Excel files to sort

the data in the data source order.

4. Clickthe plus'i_-'j icon to add any additional Order by fields to your calculation. You must

&
choose at least one field. Click the sorticon - 2* ' to change the order from ascending
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(ASC) to descending (DESC). You can also right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) and select an
action from the menu to reorder or remove fields.

5. Inthe Results section, select the aggregation you want to perform (SUM or AVG), for a
running sum or a running average

6. Click the rows in the results table to see an updated preview of the selected value. Annota-
tions highlight the rows used to perform the calculation..

Running Calculation Done
Calculationl Running Calculation -
() Order by &) Compute using Running Caleulatio
14,987 Full table - Ordar T 3l Sales - SUM
&7.54 14,987 14,987
e 12,562 27,549

49,879

oW e

11,985 39,534
10,345 49,879

Order  Item  Description  Sales | Caleulstionl
008 Tent 14,387 |14987
o004 Backpack 12,562 |27.549
002  Stove 11985 |39.534
o7 Skeeping bag 10,345 |49.879

B Wt e

7. Inthe left pane, double-click in the field header and enter a name for your calculation.

8. Click Done to add your new calculated field. In the Changes pane, you can see the cal-
culation that Tableau Prep generated. Click Edit to open the visual calculation editor to
make any changes.

a4

[= Running Calculation &%
Calculationl |

{ {{ ORDERBY [Order] ASC: RUNNING_SUM([Sales]) }}
Runmiva_sumisaies)) |

Calculation editor
1. Inthe Profile pane toolbar click Create Calculated Field, or in a profile card or data grid,

click the More options - menu and select Create Calculated Field > Custom Cal-

culation.

2. Inthe Calculation editor, enter the expression. For example, based on the following data,
you can calculate the total of Sales over time using the RUNNING SUM function. The data
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isn’t partitioned and is grouped using Full table. The Order field is used to sort in

chronological order, and Sales is used to compute the data.

Order Iltem Description Sales
1 ooa Tent $14,987.00
2 004 Backpack $12,562.00
3 ooz Stove $11,985.00
4 007 Sleeping bag  |$10,345.00
Add Field

Calculationl Al -

{ ORDERBY ASC i RUNNING SUM( £ Search

Calcwlation s valid ~

R
REGEXP_REPLACE
REPLACE
RIGHT
ROUND
ROW_NUMBER
RTRIM
RUNNING_AVG

< RUNNING_SUM
SIGN
SIN
SPACE
SPLIT
SQRT
SQUARE
STARTSWITH
STDEV
STDEVP
STR
SR

3. Enter a name for your calculation, and click Save.

RUNNING_SUM(expression)

Returns tha running sum af the
glven expression, from the first
row in the partition to the current
rom,

Example: { ORDERBY [Row 10] ASC
: RUNNING_SUM({[Sales]) } =
running sum of all Sales.

Example: { PARTITION [Category] :
{ ORDERBY [Row D] ASC :
RUNNING_SUM([Sales]) } } =
running sum of Sales, per
Category.

S0 also; RUNNING_AVG,
FARTITION, ORDERBY, ASC, DESC

Apply

The running sum results are highlighted in the calculation pane.

Calculationl

14,987
27,545
35,534
49,879

1
2
3
4

346

Order

Item

008
004
ooz
oaz

Description  Sales
Tent 14,987
Backpack 12,5672
Stove 11,985
Sleeping bag 10,345
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Pivot Your Data

Note: Starting in version 2020.4.1, you can now create and edit flows in Tableau Server
and Tableau Cloud. The content in this topic applies to all platforms, unless specifically
noted. For more information about authoring flows on the web, see Tableau Prep on the
Web in the Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud help.

Sometimes analyzing data from a spreadsheet or crosstab format can be difficult in Tableau.
Tableau prefers data to be "tall" instead of "wide", which means that you often have to pivot your
data from columns to rows so that Tableau can evaluate it properly.

However you may also have scenarios where your data tables are tall and narrow and are too
normalized to properly analyze. For example a sales department that tracks advertising spend in
two columns, one called Advertising that contains rows for radio, television and print and one
column for total spent. In this type of scenario, to analyze this data as separate measures you
would need to pivot that row data to columns.

But what about pivoting larger data sets or data that changes frequently over time? You can use a
wildcard pattern match to search for fields that match the pattern and automatically pivot the data.

Use one of the following options when pivoting your data:
¢ Pivot columns to rows

¢ Use wildcard search to instantly pivot fields based on a pattern match (Tableau Prep
Builder version 2019.1.1 and later and on the web).
e Pivot rows to columns (Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.1.1 and later and on the web).

No matter how you pivot your fields, you can interact directly with the results and perform any
additional cleaning operations to get your data looking just the way you want it. You can also use
Tableau Prep's smart default naming feature to automatically rename your pivoted fields and
values.

Pivot columns to rows

Use this pivot option to go from wide data to tall data. Pivot from columns to rows on one or more
groups of fields. Select the fields that you want to work with and pivot the data from columns to

rows.
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1. Connect to your data source.
2. Drag the table that you want to pivot to the Flow pane.

3. Do one of the following:
¢ Tableau Prep Builder Version 2019.4.2 and later and on the web: In the Profile
pane, select the fields that you want to pivot, then right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS)
and select Pivot Columns to Rows from the menu. If using this option, skip to
step 7.

* All versions: Click the plus ® icon, and select Add Pivot from the context menu.

Select Fields (Tableau Prep Builder version Flow Step Menu (all ver-

2019.4.2 and later and on the web) sions)
o——
Gueta Tan @ ( + )
Cleanl §Fuics 4 Roun [ wsaztoiucs B wegebwss e Q' 1Retommendatior Employee [Hu...
; F Clean Step
S fen 2015 2016 ¢ 2017 ¢ 2. Aggregate
# = e
& Central 100,000 100,000 100,000 D = p |1ﬂ'0t
East 115,000 105,000 120000 .
South 125,000 150,600 175,000 & Join
e 200,000 25000 [ .
&7 Union
T Script
(5 Output
Regian | 2015 016 2017 208 ‘K: : nsert Flow
Cencral 100,000 105,000 120,000 145,000
Eant 125.000 1500000 175.000 00,000
Seuth 100,000 100,000 100,000 100,000 l

4. (Optional) In the Fields pane, enter a value in the Search field to search the field list for
fields to pivot.

5. (Optional) Select the Automatically rename pivoted fields and values check box to
enable Tableau Prep to rename the new pivoted fields using common values in the data.
If no common values are found, the default name is used.

6. Select one or more fields from the left pane, and drag them to the Pivot1 Values column
in the Pivoted Fields pane.
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7. (Optional) In the Pivoted Fields pane, click the plus'i.';? icon to add more columns to pivot

on, then repeat the previous step to select more fields to pivot. Your results appear
immediately in both the Pivot Results pane and the data grid.

Note: You must select the same number of fields that you selected in Step 5. For
example if you selected 3 fields to initially pivot on, then each subsequent column
that you pivot on must also contain 3 fields.

8. If you didn't enable the default naming option or if Tableau Prep couldn't automatically
detect a name, edit the names of the fields. You can also edit the names of the original
fields in this pane to best describe the data.

9. (Optional) Rename the new Pivot step to keep track of your changes. For example "Pivot
months".

10. Torefresh your pivot data when data changes, run your flow. If new fields are added to
your data source that need to be added to the pivot, manually add them to the pivot.

Example: Pivoting on multiple fields

This example shows a spreadsheet for pharmaceutical sales, taxes and totals by month and

year.
A T u v W % * z A ]

F] H‘I‘Il DECEMBER 2074 JANUSRY 2018 FEBRUARY 2018

3 Sal#s (Shell Price] Excise Tax Dus Total (Shelf Price S3bes | Shedf Price| Excite Tax Due Total (Shelt {Shll Price] Excise Tax Due Total (Shelt Price|
o 1 I3 HEn | s [T E] w0139 | § FO T E T4z W | #2919 | § EFE 26,148
5| 7 |% Atz | 106,368 | § a8 8 154,061 | § 188,505 | § ST S e ST | § 12T § E R
6| 3 |3 il 108,581 | § SiAM | 5 Ak a7 | 8 1PhE | § &3, | § T § 156,37 | 5 THER
T4 |3 6765 | 3 150,69 | § A% | 3 Ma | § B3057 | & K] k] e | 5 840,30
8| 5 |8 545 | § 1% | § Beaamz | § 501,55 | § 150,42 | § 512 § e | § 137,308 | § 585,51
¥ & |3 46,730 | § 109,180 | 5 sis g | 5 s34 | 8 131,803 | 8 [l BT501 | § EATS | 8 1,088,377
WwoT 3 DeAn [ § Sasm | § Fo RIINE] S0k | 8 160,006 | § ToRm ) 5 558 | 5 138815 | § ST
1 & |3 A | s 105,35 | § s, | § 519574 | 8 1M § 74,967 § HERIE | § 12211 5 61,057
i % |3 SALETE | § 115,554 | % BFTTS | § A0S | 3 TaEs: | % a0 | TREME | § 193067 | 5 60,333
13 1w |3 616271 | § 154060 § x| § 2,35 | 4 110,508 | § 52940 % T8I | § 1850 | § 5506
u| n s 15542 | § [REIE 55T 8 2aens |8 T35 |8 MATE| 5 1154919 | § FrRE K] 1, M3 548
LA R ] a0 | § 18567 | % DOTAN | 3 LICRFINE] 18500 | BaEH | % 10000 | § PSR | % 127450
| 1 |3 air208 | § ma.02 | § 60| § A%t | § e § 50,064 | § EFE PR 1,149,063
17, W 745,55 | § E1ATS 5 W1 8 STIREE| 8 11481 | § e 9857 | § 13955 | 5 57 351
WOl a2 | § VI | 5 Stons| § RS EATIE Lt g #5309 | § LLEFTANE ] e, Mt

By pivoting the data you can create rows for each month and year and individual columns for
sales, taxes and totals so that Tableau can more easily interpret this data for analysis.
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o [ ot P

e

o ——

e
P

. of = ¢ e
oare U 2018 S A 2014 Erenn ¢ 3034 T ez

DATE  JUPVE 2014 Sates (Sheif Price) UM 2014 Excite Tox Dot FUNE 2014 Tatal [Shelf Price) anrag

£

Use wildcard search to pivot

If you work with large data sets or if your data frequently changes over time, starting in Tableau
Prep Builder version 2019.1.1 and on the web, you can use a wildcard search when pivoting
columns to rows to instantly pivot your data based on a wildcard pattern match.

If new fields are added or removed that match the pattern, Tableau Prep detects the schema
change when the flow is run and the pivot results are automatically updated.

1. Connect to your data source.

2. Drag the table that you want to pivot to the Flow pane.

3. Click the plus@ icon, and select Add Pivot from the context menu.
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4. Inthe Pivoted Fields pane, click on the link Use wildcard search to pivot .

u e | |

uita Prvae L = L3 — + 100% |
3 T obemevmas. B teetetaiscses fae D 1Recommendstion ¥ E El P Search R

£ Cranges (0) Pivoted Fieids [P Columnszofiows = Pivot Results
Fields
D Search ™ #
L Region ¢ 2015 ¢
[ Drog fields here to pivot them
ne
* 2015 Use wildesrd search ta pivet
Central 100,000

ol b et 115,000
. o 0
A Regicn

5. Enter avalue or partial value that you want to search for. For example, enter Sales_ to
match fields that are labeled as sales_2017, sales_2018 and sales_2019.

Do not use asterisks to match the pattern unless they are part of the field value that you are

searching for. Instead click the Search Options *~ button to select how you want to match

the value. Then press Enter to apply the search and pivot the matching values.

+
%]

Lo B e wes . [T Coeene dewe -
E Pl Doie o Fea vl BaweaT
kg
— o) il Ferrt] Felvmy
i T oo
A o LU e ] i Okl
S - N Sl Deoney P
i ) Semm mem -
1685
® iy o
! 10004
- Hats
® Ees 208
= B 2600 1154
1345
PR
g
155
1N
g
F 1
o | M Pt
L LN e Gt Fay
L] y
B 1 1 ik
Lb] Mk
F sk
i e T
[F] &1 DO
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(Optional) In the Pivoted Fields pane, click the plus":.'j icon to add more columns to pivot

on, then repeat the previous step to select more fields to pivot.

If you didn't enable the default naming option or if Tableau Prep couldn't automatically

detect a name, edit the names of the fields.

To refresh your pivot data when data changes, run your flow. Any new fields added to

your data source that match the wildcard pattern are automatically detected and added to

the pivot.

If the results aren't what you expect, try one of the following options:

¢ Enter a different value pattern in the Search field and press enter. The pivot will

automatically refresh and show the new results.

¢ Manually drag additional fields to the Pivot1 Values column in the Pivoted Fields

pane. You can also remove fields that were added manually by dragging them off

the Pivot1 Values column and dropping them in the Fields pane.

Note: Fields that were added from the wildcard search results can't be

removed by dragging them off the Pivot1 Values column. Instead try using

a more specific pattern to match the search results you are looking for.

In Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.1.1 and later and on the web, pivot rows to columns if your

data is too normalized and you need to create new columns - going from tall data to wider data.

For example if you have advertising costs for each month that includes all advertising types in

one column, if you pivot the data from rows to columns you can then have a separate column for

each advertising type instead, making the data easier to analyze.

Month

Cost

Advertising Type

January
January

12187

Radio

45698

Television

January

Print

February
February

4598

Print

23987

Television

February

8907

Radio

March

10987

Print

352

~

Month

Radio

Television

Print

January

12187

45698

9762

February

8907

23987

4598

March

Null

Null

10987
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You can select one field to pivot on. The field values for that field are then used to create the new

columns. Then, select a field to use to populate the new columns. These field values are

aggregated and you can select the type of aggregation to apply.

Because aggregation is applied, pivoting columns back to rows won't reverse this pivot action. To

reverse a row to column pivot type, you will need to undo the action. Either click the Undo button

on the top menu, remove the fields from the Pivoted Fields pane or delete the pivot step.

1.
2.

Connect to your data source.

Drag the table that you want to pivot to the Flow pane.

Click the plus'?-r..-':j icon, and select Add Pivot from the context menu.

In the Pivoted Fields pane, select Rows to Columns from the drop-down list.
(Optional) In the Fields pane, enter a value in the Search field to search the field list for

fields to pivot

Select a field from the left pane, and drag it to the Field that will pivot rows to columns

section in the Pivoted Fields pane.

Note: If the field you want to pivot on has a data type of date or datetime, you will

need to change the data type to string to pivot it.

The values in this field will be used to create and name the new columns. You can change

the column names in the Pivot Results pane later.

et ot it

V]

il e e 1 1 e

Select a field from the left pane and drag it to the Field to aggregate for new columns

section in the Pivoted Fields pane. The values in this field are used to populate the new

columns created from the previous step.
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A default aggregation type is assigned to the field. Click the aggregation type to change it.

+F Sum

fwerage
Bledian
Count
Count Distingg
Misimur
Blmxcmium
Sud Dev
Sitd. DevPop,
Warianca

Field Varipnce Pop.  soluming =

[ SUM  ary_sodd ]

8. Inthe Pivot Results pane, review the results and apply any cleaning operations to the
new columns that you created.
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9. Ifthe field being pivoted has a change in its row data, right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) on

the Pivot step in the flow pane and select Refresh.

Use R and Python scripts in your flow

Starting in version 2019.3.1 you can use R and Python scripts to perform more complex cleaning

operations or incorporate predictive modeling data into your flow. Data is passed from the flow as

input through the R or Python script step, then returned as output data that you can continue

cleaning using the features and functions of Tableau Prep Builder.

Note: Connecting to scripts as an input step for your flow is not yet supported. Also, script
steps are not yet supported for flows authored or published to Tableau Cloud.
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Configure your Rserve server or Tableau Python (TabPy) server and add a script step to your
flow. Tableau Prep passes the data to Rserve for R or Tableau Python server (TabPy) for
Python and returns the resulting data back to the flow in the form of a table. You can continue to
apply cleaning operations to the results and generate your output for analysis.

When you create your script, you will need to include a function that specifies a data frame as an
argument of the function. If you want to return different fields than what you input, you'll need to
include a getOutputSchema function in your script that defines the output and data types.
Otherwise, the output will use the fields from the input data.

If you author or edit flows in Tableau Server (version 2020.4.1 and later) that include script
steps, Tableau Server must also have a connection to an Rserve or TabPy server to run script
steps. For information about how to configure R or Python to use in your flows and how to create
your scripts, see Use R (Rserve) scripts in your flow below or Use Python scripts in your
flow on page 364.

Use R (Rserve) scripts in your flow

Disclaimer: This topic includes information about a third-party product. Please note that
while we make every effort to keep references to third-party content accurate, the
information we provide here might change without notice as R and Rserve changes. For
the most up-to-date information, please consult the R and Rserve documentation and
support.

R is an open source software programming language and a software environment for statistical
computing and graphics. To extend the functionality of Tableau Prep Builder, you can create
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scripts in R to use in your flow that run through an Rserve server to produce output that you can
further work with in your flow.

For example, you might want to add statistical modeling data or forecasting data to the data that
you already have in your flow using a scriptin R, then use the power of Tableau Prep Builder to
clean the resulting data set for analysis.

To include R scripts in your flow, you need to configure a connection between Tableau Prep
Builder and an Rserve server. Then you can use R scripts to apply supported functions to data
from your flow using R expressions. After you enter the configuration details and point Tableau
Prep Builder to the file and function that you want to use, data is securely passed to the Rserve
server, the expressions are applied, and the results are returned as a table (R data.frame) that
you can clean or output as needed.

You can run flows that include script steps in Tableau Server as long as you have configured a
connection to your Rserve server. Running flows with script steps in Tableau Cloud, isn't
currently supported. To configure Tableau Server, see Configure Rserve Server for Tableau
Server below.

Prerequisites
To include R script steps in your flow, install R and configure a connection to an Rserve server.

Resources

 Download and Install R. Download and install the most current version of R for Linux, Mac,
or Windows.

¢ R Implementation notes (community post). Install and configure a connection to R and
Rserve for Windows.

 Install and configure Rserve: Instructions for general installation and configuration for all
platforms.

e Rserve for Windows (release notes): This topic covers limitations when installing
Rserve locally on Windows.

Configure Rserve Server for Tableau Server

Use the following instructions to configure a connection between your Rserve server and Tableau
Server.

e Version 2019.3 and later: You can run published flows that include script steps in
Tableau Server.
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¢ Version 2020.4.1 and later: You can create, edit, and run flows that include script steps
in Tableau Server.
¢ Tableau Cloud: Creating or running flows with script steps isn't currently supported.

1. Openthe TSM command line.
2. Enter the following commands to set the host address, port values, and connect timeout:

tsm security maestro-rserve-ssl enable --connection-type
{maestro-rserve-secure/maestro-rserve} --rserve-host <Rserve IP
address or host name> --rserve-port <Rserve port> —--rserve-
username <Rserve username> --rserve-password <Rserve password> --
rserve-connect-timeout-ms <RServe connect timeout>
e Select {maestro-rserve-secure} to enable a secure connection or {maes-
tro-rserve} to enable an unsecured connection.
e Ifyouselect {maestro-rserve-secure}, specify the certificate file -cf<cer-
tificate file path>inthe command line.
¢ Specify the --rserve-connect-timeout-ms <RServe connect
timeout>in milliseconds. For example --rserve-connect-timeout-ms
900000.

3. Todisable the Rserve connection enter the following command

tsm security maestro-rserve-ssl disable

Additional Rserve configuration (optional)

You can create a file named Rserv.cfg to set default configuration values to customize Rserve
and place itinthe /etc/Rserve. conf installation location. To improve stability with the
Rserve server and Tableau Prep Builder, you can add additional values to your Rserve
configuration. When you launch Rserve you can refer to this file to apply your configuration
options. For example:

¢ Windows: Rserve (args="--RS-conf C:\\folder\\Rserv.cfg")
¢ MacOS and Linux: Rserve (args=" --no-save --RS-conf ~/Docu-

ments/Rserv.cfg")

The following example shows some additional options you can include in your Rserve.conf
configuration file:

# If your data includes characters other than ASCII, make it explicit

that data should be UTF8 encoded.
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encoding utfs8
# Disable interactive behavior for Rserve or Tableau Prep Builder will
stall when trying to run the script as it waits for an input response.

interactive no

For information about setting up an Rserve.conf file, see the Advanced Rserve configuration
section in the R Implementation notes (community post).

Create your R script

When you create your script, include a function that specifies a data frame as an argument of the
function. This will call your data from Tableau Prep Builder. You will also need to return the
results in a data frame using supported data types.

For example:

postal cluster <- function(df) {
out <- kmeans (cbind(df$Latitude, df$SLongitude), 3, iter.max=10)
return (data.frame (Latitude=df$Latitude, Longitude=df$Longitude,
Cluster=outScluster))

}

The following data types are supported:

Data type in Data type in R
Tableau Prep

Builder

String Standard UTF-8 string

Decimal Double

Int Integer

Bool Logical

Date String in ISO_DATE format “YYYY-MM-DD” with optional zone offset. For
example, “2011-12-03+01:00” is a valid date.

DateTime String in ISO_DATE_TIME format “YYYY-MM-DDT:HH:mm:ss” with
optional zone offset. For example, “2011-12-03T10:15:30+01:00” is a vslid
date.
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Note: Date and DateTime must always be returned as a valid string. Native Date
(DateTime) types in R aren't supported as returned values but can be used in the script.

If you want to return different fields than what you input, you'll need to include a
getOutputSchema function in your script that defines the output and data types. Otherwise, the
output will use the fields from the input data, which are taken from the step that is prior to the
script step in the flow.

Use the following syntax when specifying the data types for your fields in the getOutputSchema:

Function in R Resulting data type
prep_string () String

prep_decimal () Decimal

prep_int () Integer

prep_bool () Boolean

prep_date () Date

prep_datetime () DateTime

The following example shows the getOutputSchema function for the postal_cluster script:

getOutputSchema <- function() {
return (data.frame (

Latitude = prep decimal (),

Longitude = prep decimal (),

Cluster = prep int ()));

Connect to your Rserve server

Important: Starting in Tableau Prep Builder version 2020.3.3, you can configure your server
connection once from the top Help menu instead of setting up your connection per flow in the
Script step by clicking Connect to Rserve Server and entering your connection details. You will
need to reconfigure your connection using this new menu for any flows that were created in an
older version of Tableau Prep Builder that you open in version 2020.3.3.
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1. Select Help > Settings and Performance > Manage Analytics Extension Connection.

2. Inthe Select an Analytics Extension drop-down list, select Rserve.

Analytics Extension Connection )4

Select an Analytics Extension

Reerve b

Server: localhost Fort: 5311
lJzername:

Fazswaord:

[] Require 55L (recommended)

RN o |

3. Enter your credentials:
e Port 6311 is the default port for plaintext Rserve servers.
* Port 4912 is the default port for SSL-encrypted Rserve servers.
 Ifthe server requires credentials, enter a Username and Password.

 Ifthe server uses SSL encryption, select the Require SSL check box, then click the
Custom configuration file link to specify a certificate for the connection.

Note: Tableau Prep Builder doesn't provide a way to test the connection. If

there is a problem with the connection an error message shows when you try
and run the flow.

Add a script to your flow

Start your Rserve server then complete the following steps:
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Open Tableau Prep Builder click the Add connection izl button.

In web authoring, from the Home page, click Create > Flow or from the Explore page,
click New > Flow. Then click Connect to Data.

From the list of connectors, select the file type or server that hosts your data. If prompted,
enter the information needed to sign in and access your data.

Click the plus'i.';? icon, and select Add Script from the context menu.

®e°

returns_new Aad

+ Clean Step
¥ Aggregate
[J= Pivot

aD Join

== Union

B Script

(5 Output

28 Insert Flow

In the Script pane, under Connection type , select Rserve.
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Scriptl  23fislcs 16K rows ? Filter Values...
Settings Changes (0)
Connection type
@ Reerve

(O Tableau Python (TabPy) Server

Server
Connection to localhost: 6311

File Mame

Function Name

Mo function name provided.

Include the schema function " getQOutputSchema” in vour
script to define the fields and data types that are
returned. Learn more

5. Inthe File Name section, click Browse to select your script file.

6. Enter the Function Name then press Enter to run your script.
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Scriptl =Fisldz . Rows ? Filter Values.. E Cr

Settings Changes (0]

Connection type
@ Feerve
(O Tableau Python (TabPy) Server

Server

File Name

simple_r_cluster_example (1).R

Browse

Function Name

postal_cluster

To generate an output file with different columns, include
a schema function called " getOutputSchema” that
defines the columns that you want to include. Learn more

Use Python scripts in your flow

Disclaimer: This topic includes information about a third-party product. Please note that
while we make every effort to keep references to third-party content accurate, the
information we provide here might change without notice as python changes. For the
most up-to-date information, please consult the python documentation and support.

Python is a widely used high-level programming language for general-purpose programming. By
sending Python commands to an external service through Tableau Prep Builder, you can easily
extend your data preparation options by performing actions like adding row numbers, ranking
fields, filling down fields and performing other cleaning operations that you might otherwise do
using calculated fields.

To include Python scripts in your flow, you need to configure a connection between Tableau and
a TabPy server. Then you can use Python scripts to apply supported functions to data from your
flow using a pandas dataframe. When you add a script step to your flow and specify the
configuration details, file, and function that you want to use, data is securely passed to the
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TabPy server, the expressions in the script are applied, and the results are returned as a table
that you can clean or output as needed.

You can run flows that include script steps in Tableau Server as long as you have configured a
connection to your TabPy server. Running flows with script steps in Tableau Cloud, isn't currently
supported. To configure Tableau Server, see Configure the Tableau Python (TabPy) server
for Tableau Server below.

For information about how to configure sites on Tableau Server with analytics extensions for
workbooks, see Configure Connections with Analytics Extensions.

Prerequisites

To include Python scripts in your flow, complete the following setup. Creating or running flows
with script steps in Tableau Cloud isn't currently supported.

1. Download and install Python. Download and install the most current version of Python for
Linux, Mac or Windows.

2. Download and install the Tableau Python server (TabPy). Follow the installation and
configuration instructions for installing TabPy. Tableau Prep Builder uses TabPy to pass
data from your flow through TabPy as the input, applies your script, then returns the results
back to the flow.

3. Install Pandas. Runpip3 install pandas.You mustuse a pandas data frame in your
scripts to integrate with Tableau Prep Builder.

Configure the Tableau Python (TabPy) server for Tableau Server

If you plan to publish, create, edit, and run flows that include script steps in Tableau Server, you
will need to configure a connection between your TabPy server and Tableau Server.

e Version 2019.3 and later: You can run published flows that include script steps in
Tableau Server.

¢ Version 2020.4.1 and later: You can create, edit, and run flows that include script steps in
Tableau Server.

e Tableau Cloud: Creating or running flows with script steps isn't currently supported.

1. Openthe TSM command line/shell .
2. Enter the following commands to set the host address, port values and connect timeout:

tsm security maestro-tabpy-ssl enable --connection-type {maestro-

tabpy-secure/maestro-tabpy} --tabpy-host <TabPy IP address or
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host name> --tabpy-port <TabPy port> --tabpy-username <TabPy
username> --tabpy-password <TabPy password> —--tabpy-connect-
timeout-ms <TabPy connect timeout>
¢ Select {maestro-tabpy-secure} to enable a secure connection or {maes-
tro-tabpy} to enable an unsecured connection.
e Ifyou select {maestro-tabpy-secure}, specify the certificate file -cf<cer-
tificate file path>inthe command line.
¢ Specify the --tabpy-connect-timeout-ms <TabPy connect timeout>in
milliseconds. For example --tabpy-connect-timeout-ms 900000.

3. Todisable the TabPy connection enter the following command

tsm security maestro-tabpy-ssl disable

Create your python script

When you create your script, include a function that specifies a pandas (pd.DataFrame) as an
argument of the function. This will call your data from Tableau Prep Builder. You will also need to
return the results in a pandas (pd.DataFrame) using supported data types.

For example to add encoding to a set of fields in a flow, you could write the following script:
def encode (input) :

le = preprocessing.LabelEncoder ()

Return pd.DataFrame ({

'Opportunity Number' : input['Opportunity Number'],

'Supplies Subgroup Encoded' : le.fit transform(input['Supplies
Subgroup']),

'Region Encoded' : le.fit transform(input['Region']),

'Route To Market Encoded' : le.fit transform(input['Route To Mar-
ket']),

'Opportunity Result Encoded' : le.fit transform(input

["Opportunity Result']),

'Competitor Type Encoded' : le.fit transform(input['Competitor
Type'l),

'Supplies Group Encoded' : le.fit transform(input['Supplies
Group']),

})

The following data types are supported:
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Data type in Data type in Python

Tableau Prep

Builder

String Standard UTF-8 string

Decimal Double

Int Integer

Bool Boolean

Date String in ISO_DATE format “YYYY-MM-DD” with optional zone offset. For

example, “2011-12-03” is a valid date.

DateTime String in ISO_DATE_TIME format “YYYY-MM-DDT:HH:mm:ss” with
optional zone offset. For example, “2011-12-03T10:15:30+01:00” is a vslid
date.

Note: Date and DateTime must always be returned as a valid string.

If you want to return different fields than what you input, you'll need to include a get_output_
schema function in your script that defines the output and data types. Otherwise, the output will
use the fields from the input data, which are taken from the step that is prior to the script step in
the flow.

Use the following syntax when specifying the data types for your fields in the get_output_schema:

Function in Python Resulting data type
prep_string() String
prep_decimal() Decimal

prep_int() Integer

prep_bool() Boolean
prep_date() Date
prep_datetime() DateTime
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Square brackets can be used to access rows from a DataFrame. Single brackets output a
Pandas Series, while a double bracket will output a Pandas DataFrame.

def create key(df):
return pd.DataFrame ({
"Key": ['12345"']

})

The following example shows the get_output_schema function added to the field encoding
python script:

def get output schema () :

return pd.DataFrame ({

'Opportunity Number' : prep int(),
'Supplies Subgroup Encoded' : prep int (),
'Region Encoded' : prep int(),

'Route To Market Encoded' : prep int(),
'Opportunity Result Encoded' : prep int(),
'Competitor Type Encoded' : prep int(),
'Supplies Group Encoded' : prep int ()

H)

Connect to your Tableau Python (TabPy) server

Important: Starting in Tableau Prep Builder version 2020.3.3, you can configure your server
connection once from the top Help menu instead of setting up your connection per flow in the
Script step by clicking Connect to Tableau Python (TabPy) Server and entering your
connection details. You will need to reconfigure your connection using this new menu for any
flows that were created in an older version of Tableau Prep Builder that you open in version
2020.3.3.

1. Select Help > Settings and Performance > Manage Analytics Extension
Connection.

2. Inthe Select an Analytics Extension drop-down list, select Tableau Python (TabPy)
Server.
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Analytics Extension Connection A,

Select an Analytics Extension

Tableau Python (TzbPy) Server

Server: localhost Port: | 5004
llsz2rname:

Password:

[] Require S5L {recommended)

| o |

3. Enter your credentials:
e Port 9004 is the default port for TabPy.
 If the server requires credentials, enter a username and password.

 If the server uses SSL encryption, select the Require SSL check box, then click the
No custom configuration file specified... link to select a certificate for the
connection. This is your SSL server certificate file.

Note: Tableau Prep Builder doesn't provide a way to test the connection. If
there is a problem with the connection an error message shows.

Add a script to your flow

Start your TabPy server then complete the following steps:

Note: TabPy requires tornado package version 5.1.1 to run. If you receive the error
'tornado.web' has no attribute ‘asynchronous' when trying to start TabPy, from the
command linerun pip 1list tocheck the version of tornado that was installed. If you
have a different version installed, download the tornado package version 5.1.1. Then run
pip uninstall tornado to uninstall your current version, thenrunpip install
tornado==5.1.1 toinstall the required version.
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Open Tableau Prep Builder and click the Add connection& button.

In web authoring, from the Home page, click Create > Flow or from the Explore page,
click New > Flow. Then click Connect to Data.

From the list of connectors, select the file type or server that hosts your data. If prompted,
enter the information needed to sign in and access your data.

Click the plus'i.';? icon, and select Add Script from the context menu.

®e°

returns_new Aad

+ Clean Step
¥ Aggregate
[J= Pivot

aD Join

== Union

B Script I}

(5 Output

28 Insert Flow

In the Script pane, in the Connection type section, select Tableau Python (TabPy)
Server.
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5.

6. Enterthe Function Name then press Enter to run your script.

Script 1 23 fizlcs 16K rows ? Filter Values...
Settings Changes (0)
Connection type
O Rserve

(®) Tableau Python (TabPy) Server

Server
Connection to localhost: 3004

File Name

Function Mame

Mo function name provided.

Include the schema function " get_output_schema" in
your script to define the fields and data types that are
returned. Learn more

In the File Name section, click Browse to select your script file.
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Settings Changes (0)

Connection type
O Feerve
(®) Tableau Python (TabPy) Server

Server

File Name

FillDown.py

Browse

Function Name

FillDowmn

To generate an output file with different columns, include
a schema function called " getOutputSchema” that
defines the columns that you want to include. Learn more
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Aggregate, Join, or Union Data

Aggregate, join, or union your data to group or combine data for analysis.

Note: Starting in version 2020.4.1, you can now create and edit flows in Tableau Server
and Tableau Cloud. The content in this topic applies to all platforms, unless specifically
noted. For more information about authoring flows on the web, see Tableau Prep on the
Web in the Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud help.

Aggregate and group values

Sometimes you'll need to adjust the granularity of some data, either to reduce the amount of data
produced from the flow, or to align data with other data you might want to join or union together.
For example, you might want to aggregate sales data by customer before joining a sales table
with a customer table.

If you need to adjust the granularity of your data, use the Aggregate option to create a step to
group and aggregate data. Whether data is aggregated or grouped depends on the data type
(string, number, or date).

1. Inthe Flow pane, click the plus @ icon, and select Aggregate. A new aggregation step

displays in the Flow pane and the Profile pane updates to show the aggregate and group
profile.

2. Dragfields from the left pane to the Grouped Fields pane (the fields that make the row) or
to the Aggregated Fields pane (the data that will be aggregated and presented at the
level of the grouped fields).

You can also:
e Drag and drop fields between the two panes.

» Search for fields in the list and select only the fields you want to include in your
aggregation.

» Double-click a field to add it to the left or right pane.
« Change the function of the field to automatically add it to the appropriate pane.

¢ Click Add All or Remove All to bulk apply or remove fields.
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* Apply certain cleaning operations to fields. For more information abut which
cleaning options are available, see About cleaning operations on page 229.

The following example would show the aggregated sum of profit and quantity, and
average discount by region and year of sale.
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Fields are distributed between the Grouped Fields and Aggregated Fields columns
based on their data type. Click the group or aggregation type (for example, AVG or SUM)
headings to change the group or aggregation type.

In the data grids below the aggregation and group profile, you can see a sample of the
members of the group or aggregation.

Any cleaning operations that are made to the fields are tracked in the Changes pane.

Join your data

The data that you want to analyze is often made up of a collection of tables that are related by
specific fields. Joining is a method for combining the related data on those common fields. The
result of combining data using a join is a table that’s typically extended horizontally by adding
fields of data.

Joining is an operation you can do anywhere in the flow. Joining early in a flow can help you
understand your data sets and expose areas that need attention right away.

Tableau Prep supports the following join types:

Join Type Description

Left For each row, includes all values from the left table and corresponding
matches from the right table. When a value in the left table doesn't have a cor-
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r’f_ﬁ‘nl responding match in the right table, you see a null value in the join results.

L ;

Inner For each row, includes values that have matches in both tables.

.rf'- -\'-\.\I

.‘\\- -.-_lll

Right For each row, includes all values from the right table and corresponding

matches from the left table. When a value in the right table doesn't have a cor-

ﬂ‘*-, responding match in the left table, you see a null value in the join results.

\ )
leftOnly For each row, includes only values from the left table that don't match any val-

ues from the right table. Field values from the right table show as null values
iy | in the join results.

rightOnly For each row, includes only values from the right table that don't match any
values from the left table. Field values from the left table show as null values
in the join results.

notinner For each row, includes all of the values from the right and the left table that
. don't match.
e
i |
'x\h__# K
Full For each row, includes all values from both tables. When a value from either

table doesn't have a match with the other table, you see a null value in the join
N results.

To create a join, do the following:

1. Join two tables using one of the following methods:
¢ Add at least two tables to the Flow pane, then select and drag the related table to
the other table until the Join option displays.
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Srcers Lertral

* Click the ® icon and select Join from the menu, then manually add the other input

to the join and add the join clauses.

Note: If you connect to a table that has table relationships defined and
includes related fields, you can select Join and select from a list of related
tables. Tableau Prep creates the join based on the fields that make up the
relationship between the two tables.

For more information about connectors with table relationships, see Join
data in the Input step on page 143.

A new join step is added to the flow and the profile pane updates to show the join profile.
2. Toreview and configure the join, do the following:

a. Review the Summary of Join Results to see the number of fields included and
excluded as a result of the join type and join conditions.

b. Under Join Type, click in the Venn diagram to specify the type of join you want.
c. Under Applied Join Clauses, click the plus'f.-':*' icon or, on the field chosen for the

default join condition, specify or edit the join clause. The fields you selected in the
join condition are the common fields between the tables in the join.
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Applied Join Clauses
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+ Join Clauses
|
lego_sales
year
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qty_sold
set_family

set_family_member

year

d. You can also click the recommended join clauses shown under Join Clause

Recommendations to add the clause to the list of applied join clauses.
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e

Inspect the results of the join

The summary in the join profile shows metadata about the join to help you validate that the join

includes the data you expect.

¢ Applied Join Clauses: By default, Tableau Prep defines the first join clause based on
common field names in the tables being joined. Add or remove join clauses as needed.
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¢ Join Type: By default, when you create a join, Tableau Prep uses an inner join between
the tables. Depending on the data that you connect to, you might be able to use left, inner,
right, leftOnly, rightOnly,notinner, or full joins.

¢ Summary of Join Results: The Summary of Join Results shows you the distribution of
values that are included and excluded from the tables in the join.

¢ Click each Included bar to isolate and see the data in the join profile included in the
join.
¢ Click each Excluded bar to isolate and see the data in the join profile that are

excluded from the join.

¢ Click any combination of the Included and Excluded bars to see a cumulative
perspective of the data.

Join Clause Recommendations: Click the plus':.'J icon next to the recommended join

clause to add it to the Applied Join Clauses list.

¢ Join Clauses pane: In the Join Clauses pane, you can see the values in each field in the
join clause. The values that don't meet the criteria for the join clause are displayed in red
text.
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Join Clauses
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» Join Results pane: If you see values in the Join Results pane that you want to change,
you can edit the values in this pane.

Common join issues

If you don't see the results you expect after joining your data, you may need to do some additional
cleaning on your field values. The following issues will result in Tableau Prep reading the values
as not matching and exclude them from the join:

 Different capitalization: My Sales and my sales

 Different spelling: Hawaii and Hawai'i

» Mispelling or data entry errors: My Company Health and My Company Heath
¢ Name changes: John Smith and John Smith Jr.

¢ Abbreviations: My Company Limited and My Company Ltd

¢ Extra separators: Honolulu and Honolulu (Hawaii)

e Extra spaces: This includes extra space between characters, tabbed spaces or extra
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leading or trailing spaces
¢ Inconsistent use of periods: Returned, not needed. and Returned, not needed.

The good news is that if your field values have any of these issues, you can fix the field values
directly in the Join Clauses or work with excluded values by clicking in the Excluded bars in the
Summary of Join Results and use the cleaning operations in the profile card menu.

For more information about the different cleaning options available in the Join step, see About
cleaning operations on page 229.

Fix mismatched fields and more

You can fix mismatched fields right in the join clause. Double-click or right-click the value and
select Edit Value from the context menu on the field that you want to fix and enter a new value.
Your data changes are tracked and added to the Changes pane right in the Join step.
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You can also select multiple values to keep, exclude or filter in the Join Clauses panes, or apply
other cleaning operations in the Join Results pane. Depending on which fields you change and
where they are in the join process, your change is applied either before or after the join to give
you the corrected results.
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For more information about cleaning fields see Apply cleaning operations on page 233.

Union your data

Union is a method for combining data by appending rows of one table onto another table. For
example, you might want to add new transactions in one table to a list of past transactions in
another table. Make sure the tables you union have the same number of fields, the same field
names, and the fields are the same data type.

Tip: To maximize performance a single union can have a maximum of 10 inputs. If you need to
union more than 10 files or tables, try unioning files in the Input step. For more information about
this type of union, see Union files and database tables in the Input step on page 132.

Similar to a join, you can use the union operation anywhere in the flow.

To create a union, do the following:
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1. After you add at least two tables to the flow pane, select and drag a related table to the

other table until you see the Union option. You can also click the@ icon and select

Union from the menu. A new union step is added in the Flow pane, and the Profile pane
updates to show the union profile.
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2. Add additional tables to the union by dragging tables toward the unioned tables until you
see the Add option.
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©
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3. Inthe union profile, review the metadata about the union. You can remove tables from the
union as well as see details about any mismatched fields.

382 Tableau Software



Tableau Prep Help

Inspect the results of the union

After you create a union, inspect the results of the union to validate that the data in the union is
what you expect. To validate your unioned data, check the following areas:

¢ Review the union metadata: The union profile shows some metadata about the union.
Here you can see the tables that make up the union, the resulting number of fields and any
mismatched fields.
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* Review the colors for each field: Next to each field listed in the Union summary and
above each field in the union profile, is a set of colors. The colors correspond to each table
in the union.

If all table colors show for that field, then the union performed correctly for that field. A
missing table color indicates that you have mismatched fields.
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UnionResults || Show only mismatched fields

Sul-Categary 15 = Praduct Nama 2« == Roturned = = . Product 1% = . Ordor Year =

Mismatched fields are fields that might have similar data but are different in some way.

You can see the list of fields that don't match in the Union summary and the tables where
they came from. If you want to take a closer look at the data in the fields, select the Show
only mismatched fields check box to isolate the mismatched fields in the Union profile.

Union Results Show enly mismatched fields
B - s - ke - ™ . .
Sub-Category 15 = - Praduct Nama 2« = - Returned = = - Product 1x T - Ordar Year =

To fix these field, follow one of the suggestions in the Fix fields that don’t match below

section below.

Fix fields that don’t match

When tables in a union don’t match, the union produces extra fields. The extra fields are valid
data being excluded from their appropriate context.

To resolve a field mismatch issue, you must merge the mismatched fields together.
There are a number of reasons why fields might not match.

¢ Corresponding fields have different names: If corresponding fields between tables
have different names, you can use union recommendations, manually merge fields in the
Mismatched Fields list, or rename the field in the union profile to merge the mismatched

fields together.
To use union recommendations, do the following:

1. in the Mismatched Fields list, click on a mismatched field. If a suggested match
exists, the matching field is highlighted in yellow.

Suggested matches are based on fields with similar data types and field names.
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2. Hover on the highlighted field and click the plus button to merge the fields.

Mismatched Fields
Uraar Uate

Ship Date
Product Nama

File Paths

EEER

Product

Order Yaar

COrder Month

To manually merge fields in the Mismatched Fields list, do the following:

1. Select one or more fields in the list.

2. Right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) a selected field and if the merge is valid, the Merge

Fields menu option appears.

If you see No options available when you right-click the field, this is because the
fields are not eligible to merge. For example trying to merge two fields from the

same input.

3. Click Merge Fields to merge the selected fields.

Mismatched Fields

| Discount

Region
Order Dage
Ship Date
Order Yaar
CQrder Month
Order Day
Ship Year
Shig Month

Ship Day

Merge Fialds

HE BN

| Discounts

To rename the field in the union profile pane, right-click the field name and click Rename

Field.
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ik
Rename Field
01 m

e Corresponding fields have the same name but are a different type: By default, when
the name of corresponding fields match but the data type of the fields don’t, Tableau Prep
changes the data type of one of the fields so they are compatible with each other. If
Tableau Prep makes this change, it's noted at the top of the merged field by the Change
Data Type icon.

In some cases, Tableau Prep might not pick the correct data type. If that happens and you
want to undo the merge, right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) the Change Data Type icon and
select Separate Inputs with Different Types.

=
| Separate Inputs with Different Types |

You can then merge the fields again by first changing the data type of one of the fields and
then using the suggestions in Additional merge field options on the facing page.
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* Corresponding tables have different number of fields: To union tables, each table in
the union must contain the same number of fields. If a union results in extra fields, merge
the field into an existing field.

Additional merge field options

In addition to the methods described in the above section for merging fields you can also use one
of the following methods to merge fields. You can merge fields in any step, except for the Output
step.

For information about how to merge fields in the same file, see Merge fields on page 244.
To merge fields, do one of the following:
¢ Drag and drop one field onto another. A Drop to merge fields indicator displays.

» Select multiple fields and right-click within the selection to open the context menu, and
then click Merge Fields.

» Select multiple fields, and then click Merge Fields on the context-sensitive toolbar.
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Add Einstein Discovery Predictions
to your flow

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2021.1.3 and later and on the web in Tableau Cloud
and Tableau Server version 2021.2.0 and later.

Use Einstein Discovery-powered models to bulk score predictions for the data in your flow.
Predictions can help you make better informed decisions and take actions to improve your
business outcomes.

When applying these models, a new field for predicted outcomes (in the form of probability
scores or estimated averages) is automatically added to your flow. You can also add top
predictors and top improvements fields to your flow data by selecting these options when
applying your model. Top predictors show factors that contributed most significantly to the
prediction. Top improvements show suggested actions to take to improve the predicted
outcome.

For example, to predict employee retention, you could build a model using historical data (where
you already know the outcome) in Einstein Discovery, then apply that model to the data set in
your flow and generate the predicted outcome. Prediction results are applied at the row-level,
helping you dive deep into your analysis in Tableau.

If you need to apply multiple models to your data set, you can include multiple prediction steps in
your flow. Each prediction step applies a single prediction model to the flow. Starting in version
2021.2, you can sign into multiple Einstein Discovery servers in a single flow to choose the
models you need. Prior versions restrict you to a single Einstein Discovery server per flow.

Note: You must have a Salesforce license and user account that is configured to access

Einstein Discovery to use this feature. See Prerequisites on the facing page for more
information.

What is Einstein Discovery?

Einstein Discovery augments your business intelligence with statistical modeling and
supervised machine learning to identify, surface, and visualize insights into your business data.
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It quickly sifts through millions of rows of data to find important correlations, predict outcomes,
and suggest ways to improve those predicted outcomes.

For more information about Einstein Discovery, see Getting Started with Discovery, and Explain,
Predict, and Take Action with Einstein Discovery in Salesforce help. You can also expand your
knowledge with the Gain Insight with Einstein Discovery trail in Trailhead.

Note: Einstein Discovery in Tableau is powered by salesforce.com. Consult your
agreement with salesforce.com for applicable terms.

Prerequisites

To configure and use Einstein Discovery predictions in your flow, you need certain licenses,
access, and permissions in Salesforce and Tableau.

Salesforce Requirements

requirement description

Salesforce license One of the following licenses:

¢ Einstein Discovery in Tableau license
¢ Tableau CRM Plus license
¢ Einstein Predictions license

These licenses are available for an extra cost.

Salesforce user account Account that is configured to access Einstein Discovery.

If you use the Einstein Discovery in Tableau license, your user
account must have the View Einstein Discovery
Recommendations Via Connect API system permission
assigned toit.

If you use either the Tableau CRM Plus license or Einstein
Predictions license:

e To get predictions using already deployed Einstein Dis-
covery models, the account must have the View Einstein
Discovery Recommendations system permission
assigned to it.
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requirement description

e To build, deploy, and manage predictions in Einstein Dis-
covery, the account must have the Manage Einstein Dis-
covery permission assigned to it.

To configure user accounts, see Set Up Einstein Discovery in
Salesforce help.

Administrator settings Salesforce administrators will need to:

e Tableau Prep Extensions: Configure Salesforce to cre-
ate a connected app for Tableau Server (basic). Required
for Tableau Server only.

Tableau Prep Requirements

requirement description

Tableau Prep license Creator license.

and permissions As a creator you need to be able to sign into the Salesforce org

account to access prediction definitions and add models to your
flow.

Tableau user account In Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud version 2021.2 and later,
users can save Salesforce user account credentials along with
their Tableau user account.

For more information about connecting to Salesforce data see
Connect to Salesforce data on page 78.

Administrator settings Tableau Server administrators will need to configure Tableau
Server to integrate with Einstein Discovery for Tableau Prep. For
more information, see Configure Einstein Discovery Integration
in the Tableau Server help.
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Add prediction data to your flow

Note: In version 2021.1.4 and earlier, flows that include prediction steps can only be run
manually in Tableau Prep Builder.

To apply Einstein Discovery predictions to your flow, you will need:

¢ Access to a Salesforce org.

* Access to Tableau Prep Builder version 2021.1.3 or later.

 If authoring or running flows on the web, access to Tableau Cloud or Tableau Server ver-
sion 2021.2 or later that has been enabled for Einstein Discovery predictions.

» Einstein Discovery prediction models that are deployed in Salesforce.

e Source data in Tableau Prep with fields that match the model fields required by the Ein-
stein Discovery prediction model.

1. Open Tableau Prep and connect to a data source.

2. Apply any cleaning operations as needed.

3. Click the plus'l.f._:} icon and select Prediction from the Add menu.

+ Clean Step
L Aggregate
[J¥ Piver
@ Jain

S5 Union

B, Seript
£0 Pradiction

| Output [:3'

S8 Insert Flow

4. Inthe Prediction pane on the Settings tab, do one of the following, depending on your
version:

¢ Version 2021.2 and later: In the Connection drop-down, connect to your
Salesforce server or select your Salesforce server from the list if you already have a
connection established.

Tableau Software 391



392

Tableau Prep Help

Predictien ]l 17561 3ran W Ftae Vel =
Settings Changas (0]
Predistion
Agaly Eirttals Bidetiry pracietivi modali B8 your AiFth B8 inthesd
BASECTED DO B8 ITECD Rt E Ndial i yiesr Aond BTt
Connection
gid.saleslorce. com L

I
I_qsl:l.:nlufmce.m

[}

:- Salesforce I:}
Tap Prediciers (L)

1

¢ Version 2021.1.4 and earlier: Click Connect to Einstein Discovery.
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When connecting for the first time, a web page opens, asking you to sign in to your
Salesforce account using your Salesforce credentials. After you sign in, a web page
opens asking if you want to let Tableau access your Salesforce data. Click Allow to
continue, and then close the resulting tab in your browser.

. Click Select Prediction Definition. This opens the list of deployed models that you have
access to. The models are built and deployed in Salesforce using Einstein Discovery. For
more information about predictive models see, About Models in Salesforce help.
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Select Prediction Definition
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Changes {0}

In the Prediction Definitions dialog, select the prediction definition that maps to your data

set. To generate predicted outcomes using your flow data, all fields in the model must map

to a corresponding flow field.

Prediction Definitions

Name

() Bright Car Future

O ALLTYPES_CHECK

) Italyinfa

() Amoubt_AmouNt

(Z) Customer Retention

() Discount_Discount

() Next Best Actions Model
() Predicted Time To Close
() Predicted CSAT

() Part Opportunity New
(O predicted churn

SHMRCT B DRECISTIEA ST MITIoN ThET inEiug

L N

(=

I (®) Employee Retention Prediction

In the Options section, select up to 3 top predictors and improvements to include in your

) Churn__e_Churn__c

() Churnficcount

() Pradicted CSAT

() HowTolncresseCLy_Test

() Churn for dataset scoring

LU S

[

() Pradicted Time Open for :t}t-:\‘iuw 1

() Astrition prediction
() Atrition Score

Type
Regression
Regression
Regression
Regression
Classification
Regression
Classification
Regression
Unknowm
Classification
Classification
Classification
Classification
Classification
Regression
Regression
Classification
Regressicn
Classification

Classification

,D Search

Creation date
2020-09-29T17:57:06.000Z
2020-11-20718:34:59.000Z
2020-08-10T21:13:13.000Z
2020-08-10721:13:13.000Z
2020-08-10721:13:-13.000Z
2020-08-10T21-13:13.0002
2020-08-10721-13-13.000Z
2020-08-10T21-13-13.0002
2020-08-10T21:13-13.000Z
2020-08-10T21-13:13.0002
2020-08-10721:13:13.000Z
2020-08-10T21-13:13.000Z
2020-08-10721:13:13.000Z
2020-08-10721:13:13.000Z
2020-08-10721:13:13.000Z
2020-08-10721:13:13.000Z
2020-08-10721:13:13.000Z
2020-08-10721:13:13.0002
2020-08-10721:13:13.000Z
2020-08-10721:13:13.0002

flow data. This is supplemental data you can add to your flow.
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» Top predictors indicate which factors contributed the most to the predicted

outcome.

¢ Top improvements suggest actions to take to improve the predicted outcome.

Cennection

Prediction definition
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¢ All model fields must be mapped to a corresponding flow field.
¢ Field names that match exactly are automatically mapped.
¢ You can't map the same flow field to multiple model fields.

¢ Model and flow field data types must match.

. Inthe Map Fields section, map your flow fields to your model fields.

If your flow field is assigned to a different data type, you'll need to change it to

match the data type assigned to the model field.

To change the data type, in the Map Fields section, simply click the data type for

the flow field, then select the new data type in the menu. You can then change the

data type back in a subsequent cleaning step.

For more information about changing data types, see Review the data types

assigned to your data on page 165.
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9. To apply your settings and run the model against your data, click Apply. The prediction
results show in the profile pane and data grid.

If you change any settings, you can click Apply again to re-run the model with your
changes. If you leave the Prediction step before clicking Apply, the model won't run and

your changes will be lost.
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Reviewing your results

After you apply the predictive model to your flow data you can generate your flow output and use
the new data source to analyze the predicted outcomes at the row level in Tableau. To
understand the results of the prediction model, let's look at an example.

In this topic, we applied the Employee Retention Prediction model to our employee data in
Tableau Prep to get a probability score that an employee will stay with the company.

This gave us the following results:

Employee ID | Age

.

Prediction Predictor 1impact | Improvement 1Impact  Impr

78.7438902171423 -2.34161513675392 2.46603298258348
21, 2 H 052578612

=__c:13850 %0 1955¢ Emplaye:

92.52577722960925 0.52414225564219  1.270{3060358389

Let's look at what these results tell us for Employee 2:

Question Prediction Where is this?

How likely will ' Einstein Discovery predicts that there is an Prediction field
this employee | 81.38% chance that they will stay.
stay?
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What factors
impact this res-
ult?

What can
improve this
predicted out-
come?

396

The years with the current manager reduces
the chance that this employee will stay by
2.2%.

Increasing the employee's monthly rate
between 4923 to 5725 increases the likelihood
that the employee stays by 3.86%.

Tableau Prep Help

Predictor 1 field (top
predictor)

Predictor 1 Impact (percent
impact of the top predictor)

Improvement 1 field (top
improvement)

Improvement 1 impact
(percent impact of making
the suggested change)
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Save and Share Your Work

As of October 14, 2025, Data Cloud has been rebranded to Data 360. During this transition, you
may see references to Data Cloud in our application and documentation. While the name is new,
the functionality and content remains unchanged.

At any point in your flow you can manually save your work, or let Tableau automatically do it for
you when creating or editing flows on the web. When working with flows on the web, there are a
few differences.

For more information about authoring flows on the web, see Tableau Prep on the Web in the
Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud help.

Tableau Prep Builder Tableau Prep on the web

¢ View a preview of the data in your flow in ¢ Create and edit flows on the
Tableau Desktop. web.

¢ Include direct file connections in your flow ¢ Upload files for your flow inputs
input or package your files and publish the and connect to various data
packaged flow to your server. sources.

¢ Qutput your flow to a file, published data ¢ Qutput your flow to a published
source, or to a database. data source or to a database.

To keep data fresh you can manually run your flows from Tableau Prep Builder or from the
command line. You can also run flows published on Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud manually
or on a schedule. For more information about running flows, see Publish a Flow to Tableau
Server or Tableau Cloud on page 482.

Save a flow

In Tableau Prep Builder, you can manually save your flow to back up your work before performing
any additional operations. Your flow is saved in the Tableau Prep flow (.tfl) file format.

You can also package your local files (Excel, Text Files, and Tableau extracts) with your flow to
share with others, just like packaging a workbook for sharing in Tableau Desktop. Only local files
can be packaged with a flow. Data from database connections, for example, aren'tincluded.

In web authoring, local files are automatically packaged with our flow. Direct file connections
aren't yet supported.
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When you save a packaged flow, the flow is saved as a Packaged Tableau Flow File (.tflx).

¢ To manually save your flow, from the top menu, select File > Save.
¢ In Tableau Prep Builder, to package your data files with your flow, from the top menu, do
one of the following:
¢ Select File > Export Packaged Flow
¢ Select File > Save As. Then in the Save As dialog, select Packaged Tableau
Flow Files from the Save as type drop down menu.

Automatically save your flows on the web

If you create or edit flows on the web, when you make a change to the flow (connect to a data
source, add a step, and so on) your work is automatically saved every few seconds as a draft so
you won't lose your work.

You can only save flows to the server you're currently signed into. You can't create a draft flow
on one server and try to save or publish it to another server. If you want to publish the flow to a

different project on the server, use the File > Publish As menu option, then select your project
from the dialog.

Draft flows can only be seen by you until you publish them and make them available to anyone
who has permissions to access the project on your server. Flows in a draft status are tagged
with a Draft badge so you can easily find your flows that are in progress. If the flow has never
been published, a Never Published badge is shown next to the Draft badge.

Explore  anfiows -
Select All
@®  Type  tName Actions
o % 53 2019.2.2rc SAP HANA (EE
O %= % 2019.3.2tcAthena
O 2 New Flow ([[EIERg) | Never Published

After a flow is published and you edit and republish the flow, a new version is created. You can

see a list of flow versions in the Revision History dialog. From the Explore page, click the -

Actions menu and select Revision History.
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For more information about managing revision history, see \Work with Content Revisions in the
Tableau Desktop help.

Note: Autosave is enabled by default. It's possible, but not recommended, for
administrators to disable autosave on a site. To turn off autosave, use the Tableau Server
REST APl method "Update Site" and set the f1owAutoSaveEnabled attribute to false.
For more information, see Tableau Server REST API Site Methods: Update Site.

Automatic file recovery

By default, Tableau Prep Builder automatically saves a draft of any open flows if the application
freezes or crashes. Draft flows are saved in your Recovered Flows folder in your My Tableau
Prep repository. The next time you open the application, a dialog is shown with a list of the
recovered flows to select from. You can open a recovered flow and continue where you left off, or
delete the recovered flow file if you don't need it.

Note: If you have recovered flows in your Recovered Flows folder, this dialog shows
every time you open the application until that folder is empty.

File Recovery >

The following flows have recovered versions. I
MName Last Modified
Superstore 8/7/2020, 2:25:22 PM

If you don't want this feature enabled, as an Administrator, you can turn it off during install or after
install. For more information about how to turn off this feature, see Turn off file recovery in the
Tableau Desktop and Tableau Prep Deployment Guide.
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Recover deleted flows

Supported in Tableau Prep Web Authoring in Tableau Cloud and Tableau Server version 2025.3
and later.

In web authoring, you can retrieve previously deleted flows from the Recycle Bin. If Recycle Bin
is turned on, instead of being permanently deleted, flows are temporarily moved to the recycle
bin where you can retrieve or permanently delete them. Flows in a draft state are still
permanently deleted. For more information about Recycle Bin, see Recycle Bin.

Note: This feature is not available in Tableau Prep Builder.

The following is required to use this feature:

¢ Permissions: You must be assigned the role of Site Administrator, Server Administrator,
Creator, or Explorer (can publish).

» Site setting: Recycle bin is turned on for your site
¢ Flow status: Flow must be published.

The length of time that flows are stored in the Recycle Bin is set by your administrator.

Recover a flow

1. From the Home page, expand the side pane, and then select Recycle Bin.

2. Onthe Recycle Bin page, select Flows from the Content Type drop-down menu.

W
“
]

=
4

3. Select the More actions menu for the flow that you want to restore, and then select
Restore.
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Recycle Bin

Manage content that has be
settings. The items still count to

Select All

=

My Flow

Restore ]

Delete Permanently

4. Select a project as the restore location.

Restore

Select a restore location for "My Flow”

0

W
> B BugBash
v B default |

L J .

B embedding-api-test

B External Assets Default Project
v

5. Select Restore.

View flow output in Tableau Desktop

Note: This option isn’t available on the web.

Sometimes when you're cleaning your data you might want to check your progress by looking at it
in Tableau Desktop. When your flow opens in Tableau Desktop, Tableau Prep Builder creates a
permanent Tableau .hyper file and a Tableau data source (.tds) file. These files are saved in your
Tableau repository in the Datasources file so you can experiment with your data at any time.

Tableau Software 401



Tableau Prep Help

When you open the flow in Tableau Desktop, you can see the data sample that you’re working
with in your flow with the operations applied to it, up to the step that you selected.

Note: While you can experiment with your data, Tableau only shows you a sample of your
data and you won't be able to save the workbook as a packaged workbook (.twbx). When
you’re ready to work with your data in Tableau, create an output step in your flow and
save the output to a file or as a published data source, then connect to the full data source

in Tableau.

To view your data sample in Tableau Desktop do the following:

1. Right-click the step where you want to view your data, and select Preview in Tableau
Desktop from the context menu.

Rename

L& = = »
:
G

escription
olor

Save Steps 2s Flow
Preview in Tableau Desktop

Remove

2. Tableau Desktop opens on the Sheet tab.

Create data extract files and published data
sources

To create your flow output, run your flow. When you run your flow, your changes are applied to
your entire data set. Running the flow results in a Tableau Data Source (.tds) and a Tableau

Data Extract (.hyper) file.
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Tableau Prep Builder

You can create an extract file from your flow output to use in Tableau Desktop or to share your
data with third parties. Create an extract file in the following formats:

e Hyper Extract (.hyper): This the latest Tableau extract file type.

« Comma Separated Value (.csv): Save the extract to a .csv file to share your data with
third parties. The encoding of the exported CSV file will be UTF-8 with BOM.

e Microsoft Excel (.xIsx): A Microsoft Excel spreadsheet.

Tableau Prep Builder and on the web
Publish your flow output as a published data source or output to a database.

e Save your flow output as a data source to Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud to share your
data and provide centralized access to the data you’ve cleaned, shaped, and combined.

» Save your flow output to a database to create, replace, or append the table data with your
clean, prepared flow data. For more information, see Save flow output data to external
databases on page 409.

Use incremental refresh when running your flow to save time and resources by refreshing only
new data instead of your full data set. For information about how to configure and run your flow
using incremental refresh, see Refresh Flow Data Using Incremental Refresh on page 435.

Note: To publish Tableau Prep Builder output to Tableau Server, the Tableau Server
REST API must be enabled. For more information see Rest AP| Requirements in the
Tableau Rest API Help. To publish to a server that uses Secure Socket Layer (SSL)
encryption certificates, additional configuration steps are needed on the machine running
Tableau Prep Builder. For more information, see the Before you Install in the Tableau
Desktop and Tableau Prep Builder Deployment Guide.

Include parameters in your flow output
Supported in Tableau Prep Builder and on the web starting in version 2021.4

Include parameter values in your flow output file names, paths, table names, or custom SQL
scripts (version 2022.1.1 and later) to easily run your flows for different data sets. For more
information, see Create and Use Parameters in Flows on page 207.
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Create an extract to afile

Note: This output option is not available when creating or editing flows on the web.

1. Click the plusicon fJ on a step and select Add Output.

If you have run the flow before, click the run flow > button on the Output step. This runs

the flow and updates your output.

The Output pane opens and shows you a snapshot of your data.

Create 'Superstore Sales.hyper' 27 isics (B2 » searcn ~
Save output to Save to Superstore Sales.hyper
DO File -
YearofSale Returned? DaystoShip Approver ReturnMotes OrderiD ReturnResson  Category ity Country Customer D Customer Nam
Browse
2,016 il 2 null o ull it Office Supplie Fort Wortk United Stt HP-14815 Harold Pawl
Name 2,016 it 4 aull At Auli ulf Office Supplie Fort Wortt United St HP-14815 Harold Pawk

SUBEELE Saes 2,015 ol 7 null il rult nult Office Supplie Madison d St PK-19075 PeteKriz
2,017 il 4 mull Al muli nulf Office Supplie Fremont  United Stz KB-16585 KenBlack
2,017 ol 4 rall ot rull il Office Supplie Fremont  United SuiKB-16585 KenBlack
2018 el 4 nalt il ull nulf Office Susplie Housten  United S MA-L7S60 Mtk Abeime

2,017 2 null il rull ulf Technology | Richardsor United Stz GH-14485 Gene Hale
) EY 2 null il rull nulf Furniture | Richardsor United St GH-14485 Gene Hale

2,016 g il rull i Steve Hguye

2,016 rul il rull nulf Steve Houye

2,016 4 g il rull i Steve Hguye

2,016 rul il rull nulf Steve Hguye

BLllEsReh 2018 et 5 ! il nuli aulf Linda Cazam

Crecte table 2,017 aul! 2 nult ol null nulf Technology |Eagan  United St: ON-18715 Odella Nelsa

2,017 ! 2 rall ol null nulf Office Supplie Eagan  United Stz ON-18715 Odella Nelso

Fk,, e it c et it ot AEfirn el Wiasttamd 1inisnd €. AN 100CE i ne ™

2. Inthe left pane select File from the Save output to drop-down list. In prior versions,
select Save to file.
3. Click the Browse button, then in the Save Extract As dialog, enter a name for the file and
click Accept.
4. Inthe Output type field, select from the following output types:
e Tableau Data Extract (.hyper)
¢ Comma Separated Values (.csv)

5. (Tableau Prep Builder) In the Write Options section, view the default write option to write
the new data to your files and make any changes as needed. For more information, see
Configure write options on page 440.

« Create table: This option creates a new table or replaces the existing table with
the new output.

¢ Append to table: This option adds the new data to your existing table. If the table
doesn't already exist, a new table is created and subsequent runs add new rows to
this table.
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6.

Note: Append to table isn't supported for .csv output types. For more
information about supported refresh combinations, see Flow refresh
options on page 436.

Click Run Flow to run the flow and generate the extract file.

Create an extract to a Microsoft Excel Worksheet

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2021.1.2 and later. This output option is not available

when creating or editing flows on the web.

When you output flow data to a Microsoft Excel worksheet you can create a new worksheet or

append or replace data in an existing worksheet. The following conditions apply:

Only Microsoft Excel .xIsx file formats are supported.

The worksheet rows begin at cell A1.

When appending or replacing data, the first row is assumed to be headers.

Header names are added when creating a new worksheet, but not when adding data to an
existing worksheet.

Any formatting or formulas in existing worksheets aren't applied to the flow output.

Writing to named tables or ranges is not currently supported.

Incremental refresh is not currently supported.

Output flow data to a Microsoft Excel worksheet file

1.

Click the plus icon ,J on a step and select Add Output.

If you have run the flow before, click the run flow > button on the Output step. This runs the

flow and updates your output.

The Output pane opens and shows you a snapshot of your data.
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B E £ Search ~

W Use Data nterpreter

Save 1o Outputiyper

# [ Orders_East Category City Country Customer D Customer Name Discount  OrderDate  Order ID Postal Code  Proc

Furniture Prilsdaichis United States SF-20065  Sandra Flanagen 07/16/2018 US-2015-156909 19,140

03/17/2016 US-2016-150630 19,140
09172016 US-
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Otfice Supplies Priladeiphia Tracy Blumstein
o 4 07062018 US-2018-12430
01022016 2016-146262 44,256
1272420 016169397 43017
7 43,017
15,143
15134
15,134
2015122336 19,140
122756 19,140
19134 0f
43123 of
4329 o

A92e

-2

> 2

=

aaaaaaa

22

J0-15835  Jonashan Doherty

Frilaseizhia Usited Stan 12032018
05232015
1142018

Dean Katz
es Philadaichia Andrew Roberts

e

2. Inthe left pane select File from the Save output to drop-down list.

3. Click the Browse button, then in the Save Extract As dialog, enter or select the file name
and click Accept.

4. Inthe Output type field, select Microsoft Excel (.xIsx).

Qutput type

Microsoft Excel | xlsx) v

Tableau Data Extract hyper)
Microsoft Excel (xlsx) I}

Comma Separated Values (osv)
L )

5. Inthe Worksheet field, select the worksheet you want to write your results to, or enter a
new name in the field instead, then click on Create new table.
6. Inthe Write Options section, select one of the following write options:
¢ Create table: Creates or re-creates (if the file already exists) the worksheet with
your flow data.
¢ Append to table: Adds new rows to an existing worksheet. If the worksheet
doesn't exist, one is created and subsequent flow runs add rows to that worksheet.
¢ Replace data: Replaces all of the existing data except the first row in an existing
worksheet with the flow data.

A field comparison shows you the fields in your flow that match the fields in your
worksheet, if it already exists. If the worksheet is new, then a one-to-one field
match is shown. Any fields that don't match are ignored.
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BB £ sarcn

Sawve to Orders Eastais

8 From: Flow [E] To: Table
Type  Field Name Type  Field Name Status.
- = Category

7. Click Run Flow to run the flow and generate the Microsoft Excel extract file.

Create a published data source

1. Click the plus icon ® on a step and select Add Output.

Note: Tableau Prep Builder refreshes previously published data sources and
maintains any data modeling (for example calculated fields, number formatting, and
so on) that might be included in the data source. If the data source can’t be
refreshed, the data source, including data modeling, will be replaced instead.
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2. The output pane opens and shows you a snapshot of your data.
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Create "Superstore Saleshyper’ 27 =iscs

Save output to

B Published data source -
Server

https://server - Default -
Project

Defa -
Name

[dbs]. [CoffeeChain]

seription

Full refresh

Creste table -

Publish to https:/fqa-server

[EE| » searn
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3. From the Save output to drop-down list, select Published data source (Publish as

data source in previous versions) . Complete the following fields:
e Server (Tableau Prep Builder only): Select the server where you want to publish

the data source and data extract. If you aren't signed in to a server you will be

prompted to sign in.

Note: Starting in Tableau Prep Builder version 2020.1.4, after you sign into

your server, Tableau Prep Builder remembers your server name and

credentials when you close the application. The next time you open the

application, you are already signed into your server.

On the Mac, you may be prompted to provide access to your Mac keychain so

Tableau Prep Builder can securely use SSL certificates to connect to your Tableau

Server or Tableau Cloud environment.

If you are outputting to Tableau Cloud include the pod your site is hosted on in the

"serverUrl". For example, "https://eu-west-1a.online.tableau.com" not

"https://online.tableau.com".

¢ Project: Select the project where you want to load the data source and extract.

¢ Name: Enter a file name.

¢ Description: Enter a description for the data source.
4. (Tableau Prep Builder) In the Write Options section, view the default write option to write

the new data to your files and make any changes as needed. For more information, see
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Configure write options on page 440
e Create table: This option creates a new table or replaces the existing table with the

new output.
¢ Append to table: This option adds the new data to your existing table. If the table
doesn't already exist, a new table is created and subsequent runs will add new rows

to this table.
5. Click Run Flow to run the flow and publish the data source.

Save flow output data to external databases

Important: This feature enables you to permanently delete and replace data in an external
database. Be sure that you have permissions to write to the database.

To prevent data loss, you can use the Custom SQL option to make a copy of your table data and
run it before writing the flow data to the table.

You can connect to data from any of the connectors that Tableau Prep Builder or the web
supports and output data to an external database. This enables you to add or update data in your
database with clean, prepped data from your flow each time the flow is run. This feature is
available for both incremental and full refresh options unless otherwise noted. For more
information about how to configure incremental refresh, see Refresh Flow Data Using
Incremental Refresh on page 435.

When you save your flow output to an external database, Tableau Prep does the following:

1. Generates the rows and runs any SQL commands against the database.

2. Writes the data to a temporary table (or staging area if outputting to Snowflake) in the out-
put database.

3. Ifthe operation is successful, the data is moved from the temporary table (or your staging
area for Snowflake) into the destination table.

4. Runs any SQL commands that you want to run after writing the data to the database.

If the SQL script fails, the flow will fail. However your data will still be loaded to your database
tables. You can try running the flow again or manually run your SQL script on your database to

apply it.

Output options

You can select the following options when writing data to a database. If the table doesn't already
exist, it's created when the flow is first run.
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¢ Append to table: This option adds data to an existing table. If the table doesn't exist, the
table is created when the flow is first run and data is added to that table with each sub-
sequent flow run.

e Create table: This option creates a new table with the data from your flow. If the table
already exists, the table and any existing data structure or properties defined for the table
is deleted and replaced with a new table that uses the flow data structure. Any fields that
exist in the flow are added to the new database table.

* Replace data: This option deletes the data in your existing table and replaces it with the
data in your flow, but preserves the structure and properties of the database table. If the
table doesn't exist, the table is created when the flow is first run and the table data is
replaced with each subsequent flow run.

Additional options

In addition to the write options, you can also include custom SQL scripts or add a new tables to
your database.

e Custom SQL scripts: Enter your custom SQL and select whether to run your script
before, after or both before and after data is written to the database tables. You can use
these scripts to create a copy of your database table before the flow data is written to the
table, add an index, add other table properties, and so on.

Note: Starting in version 2022.1.1, you can also insert parameters in your SQL
scripts. For more information, see Apply user parameters to output steps on
page 217.

* Add a new table: Add a new table with a unique name to the database instead of select-
ing one from the existing table list. If you want to apply a schema other than the default
schema (Microsoft SQL Server and PostgreSQL), you can specify it using the syntax

[schema name].[table name].

Supported databases and database requirements

Tableau Prep supports writing flow data to tables in a select number of databases. Flows that
run on a schedule in Tableau Cloud can only write to these databases if they are cloud-hosted.

If you connect to on-premises data sources, starting in version 2025.1, you can use a Tableau
Bridge Client to connect to and refresh your data in Tableau Cloud. This requires a Tableau
Bridge client configured in a Bridge Client pool, with the domain added to the Private Network
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Allowlist. In Tableau Prep Builder and on the web, when you connect to your data source, make
sure that the server URL matches the domain in the bridge pool. For more information, see
"Databases" in the Tableu Cloud section in Publish a flow from Tableau Prep Builder.

Some databases have data restrictions or requirements. Tableau Prep may also impose some

limits to maintain peak performance when writing data to the supported databases. The following

table lists the databases where you can save your flow data and any database restrictions or

requirements. Data that doesn't meet these requirements can result in errors when running the

flow.

Note Setting character limits for your fields isn’t yet supported. However, you can create
the tables in your database that include character limit constraints, then use the Replace

data option to replace your data but maintain the table's structure in your database.

Database

Amazon
Redshift

Amazon S3
(Output only)

Databricks

Tableau Software

Requirements or restrictions

¢ Collation sequences aren't supported. See the Amazon Redshift
documentation for more information.

¢ Field names are converted to all lowercase.

¢ Up to 8192 characters can be written for text field values. Longer
values are truncated.

See Save flow output data to Amazon S3 on page 434

e Tableau Prep Builder or Tableau Server requires the Databricks
ODBC driver version 2.8.2 or newer. Required drivers are
automatically deployed in Tableau Cloud environments.

e Supported in Tableau Cloud or when publishing to Tableau Cloud
(starting in version 2025.3).

¢ The Table name cannot exceed 255 characters or include any of the
following characters:

e Period (.)
e Space ()
¢ Forward slash (/)

e All ASCII control characters (00-1F hex)
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Google
BigQuery

Microsoft SQL
Server

MySQL

Oracle

Pivotal
Greenplum
Database
PostgreSQL

SAP HANA

Snowflake
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e The DELETE character (7F hex)
e semicolon (;)

Supports the Create and Replace write options only. Append isn't
currently supported.

Supports Full refresh only. Incremental refresh not supported.

Tableau can write up to 2 GB as output to the table.

Up to 3072 characters can be written for text field values. Longer
values are truncated.

(Version: 2022.3.1) Flow outputs published to Tableau Server are
allowed write access to a Microsoft SQL Server database using Run
As credentials. See maestro.output.write to mssgl using
runas in tsm configuration set Options.

Up to 8192 characters can be written for text field values. Longer
values are truncated.

Field and table names can't exceed 30 characters.

Up to 1000 characters can be written for text field values. Longer
values are truncated.

Special characters in field names may cause errors.

Up to 8192 characters can be written for text field values. Longer
values are truncated.

Up to 8192 characters can be written for text field values. Longer
values are truncated.

Up to 8192 characters can be written for text field values. Longer
values are truncated.

Up to 8192 characters can be written for text field values. Longer
values are truncated.

Warehouse options must be set to auto-resume to enable Tableau
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Prep to write data to the database warehouse. For more information,
see Auto-suspension and Auto-resumption in the Snowflake

documentation.

Teradata ¢ Up to 1000 characters can be written for text field values. Longer
values are truncated.

Vertica e Up to 8192 characters can be written for text field values. Longer
values are truncated.

Save flow data to a database

Note: Writing flow output to a database using Windows Authentication isn't supported. If
you use this method of authentication, you'll need to change the connection authentication
to use the username and password.

You can embed your credentials for the database when publishing the flow. For more
information about embedding credentials, see the Databases section in Publish a flow
from Tableau Prep Builder on page 487

1. Click the plus icon ,J on a step and select Add Output.
2. From the Save output to drop-down list, select Database and Cloud Storage.

3. Inthe Settings tab, enter the following information:
¢ Inthe Connection drop down list, select the database connector where you want to

write your flow output. Only supported connectors are shown. This can be the same
connector that you used for your flow input or a different connector. If you select a
different connector, you'll be prompted to sign in.

Important: Make sure you have write permission to the database you select.
Otherwise the flow might only partially process the data.
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v
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~  Table

Connection

Add a connection
Amazon Redshift
Amazon 53 (Output Only)
Databricks
Gaogle BigQuery
Microsoft SQL Server
MySaL
Oracle
Pivotal Greenplum Database
PastgreSOL
SAPHAMA
Snowflake
Teradata

Vertica
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¢ Inthe Database drop-down list, select the database where you want to save your

flow output data. Schemas or databases must have at least one table in them to be

visible in the drop-down list.

In the Table drop-down list, select the table where you want to save your flow

output data. Depending on the Write Option you select, a new table will be

created, the flow data will replace any existing data in the table, or flow data will be

added to the existing table.

To create a new table in the database, enter a unique table name in the field

instead, then click on Create new table. \When you run the flow for the first time, no

matter which write option you select, the table is created in the database using the

same schema as the flow.
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Save output to
B Database and Cloud Storage -
Settings Custom SQL
" Tahle
Connection
missgl test tailan -
Database
Coffes b
Table (i)
Selectorenteratablename ¥
ID My Coffee Table *
| Create new table " My Coffee .

4. The output pane shows you a snapshot of your data. A field comparison shows you the

fields in your flow that match the fields in your table, if the table already exists. If the table is

new, then a one-to-one field match is shown.

Save output to Write 3 of 18 fields to the table "CoffeeChain” in mssal.test.tsilan
E Database and Cloud Storage -
28 From: Flow [E5 To: Table (CoffeeChain)
Settings Custom SQL
Type Field Name Type  Field Name Status
~ Table
Mo flow field assigned #  Margin @ Mo match: Field is ignored.
Connaction Mo flow field assigned #  CoGs @) Mo match: Field is ignored
mssql.testtsilan - No flow field assigned #  Total Expenses @ Momatch: Field is ignored
Mo flow field assigned #  Marketing @) Mo match: Field is ignored
(o=t o flow fiekd sesigned #  Inventory @ Nomatch: Field is ignored
M 9 No flow field sssigned #  BudgesProfit @ Momatch: Field is ignored
Table @ No flow field sssigned #  Budget Margin @ Mo match: Field is ignored
No flow field sssigned #  Budge:Sales @ Mo match: Field is ignored
CoffeeChain -
e Mo flow field sssigned #  BudgesCOGS © Mo match: Field is ignored
No flow field sssigned Eh  Date @ Momatch: Field is ignored
~ Write Options N
Mo flow field sssigned e Market © Mo match: Field is ignored
Selact Ancprion 10 creats onupcate No flow field sssigned Abc | Market Size @ Mo match: Field is ignred
No flow field assigned Abs  Product Type @ Mo match: Field is ignored
Full refresh No flow field assigned A< Product © Momatch: Field is ignored
Replace data @ No flow field sssigned A Type @ Momatch: Field is ignored
#  Profit - #  Profit
#  Sales - #  Sales
A State - At State
m #  YearofSale No table field assigned @ Momatch: Field is ignored.

If there are any field mismatches, a status note shows you any errors.
¢ No match: Field is ignored: Fields exist in the flow but not in the database. The

field won't be added to the database table unless you select the Create table write
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option and perform a full refresh. Then the flow fields are added to the database
table and use the flow output schema.

¢ No match: Field will contain Null values: Fields exist in the database but not in
the flow. The flow passes a Null value to the database table for the field. If the field
does exist in the flow, but is mismatched because the field name is different, you
can navigate to a cleaning step and edit the field name to match the database field
name. For information about how to edit field name, see Apply cleaning
operations on page 238.

e Error: Field data types do not match: The data type assigned to a field in both
the flow and the database table you are writing your output to must match,
otherwise the flow will fail. You can navigate to a cleaning step and edit the field
data type to fix this. For more information about changing data types, see Review
the data types assigned to your data on page 165.

5. Select a write option. You can select a different option for full and incremental refresh and
the option is applied when you select your flow run method. For more information about
running our flow using incremental refresh, see Refresh Flow Data Using Incremental
Refresh on page 435.

¢ Append to table: This option adds data to an existing table. If the table doesn't
exist, the table is created when the flow is first run and data is added to that table
with each subsequent flow run.

* Create table: This option creates a new table. If the table with the same name
already exists, the existing table is deleted and replaced with the new table. Any
existing data structure or properties defined for the table are also deleted and
replaced with the flow data structure. Any fields that exist in the flow are added to
the new database table.

* Replace data: This option deletes the data in your existing table and replaces it
with the data in your flow, but preserves the structure and properties of the
database table.

6. (optional) Click on the Custom SQL tab and enter your SQL script. You can enter a script
to run Before and After the data is written to the table.
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Save output to
‘ E| Database and Cloud Storage v|

Setsings CustomSQL

Optional: Execute this SL before writing
flow data to database table.

Write 3 of 18 fields to the table “CoffeeChain” in mssql.test.tsilan

28 From: Flow

Type  Field Hame

# F & #

Ho flow field assigned
Mo flow fiald assigned
No flow field assigned
Mo flow fiald assigned
No flow field assigned
Mo flow field assigned
Ho flow field assigned
Mo flow field sssigned
Mo flow field assigned
Ne flow fiald sssigned
Ho flow field sssigned
Mo flow fiald assigned
No flow field assigned
Mo flow field assigned
No flow field assigned
Profit

Sales

State

Year of Sale

NN

Type

& O# HFHFHFHH

[E2] To: Table (CoffeeChain)

Field Name
Margin

oGs

Total Expenses
Marketing
Inventory
Budget Profit
Budget Margin
Budget Sales
Budge: (OGS
Date

Market
Market Size
Product Type
Product

Type

Profit

Sales

State

No table fiald assigned

Status

@ Mo match: Field is ignored.

© Nomateh: Field is ignared.

© Momatch: Field is ignored

@ Mo match: Field is ignared.

@) Momatch: Field is ignorad

@ Mo match: Field is ignored.

© MNomatch: Field is ignored.
@ Nomatch: Field is ignored.
@ Momatch: Field is ignared.
© Nomatch: Field is ignored

@ Mo match: Field is ignored.

@ Mo mateh: Field is ignared.

@ Mo match: Field is ignored,

@ Mo match: Field is Ignared.

@) Momatch: Field is ignorad

@ Momatch: Field is ignared

7. Click Run Flow to run the flow and write your data to your selected database.

Save flow output data to Datasets in CRM

Analytics

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder and on the web starting in version 2022.3.

Note: CRM Analytics has several requirements and some limitations when integrating data
from external sources. To make sure that you can successfully write your flow output to
CRM Analytics, see Considerations before integrating data into datasets in the Salesforce

help.

Clean your data using Tableau Prep and get better prediction results in CRM Analytics. Simply

connect to data from any of the connectors that Tableau Prep Builder or Tableau Prep on the web

supports. Then, apply transformations to clean your data and output your flow data directly to

Datasets in CRM Analytics that you have access to.

Flows that output data to CRM Analytics can't be run using the command line interface. You can

run flows manually using Tableau Prep Builder or using a schedule on the web with Tableau Prep

Conductor.
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Prerequisites

To output flow data to CRM Analytics, check that you have the following licenses, access, and
permissions in Salesforce and Tableau.

Salesforce Requirements

requirement description

Salesforce Permissions You must be assigned to either the CRM Analytics Plus or
CRM Analytics Growth license.

The CRM Analytics Plus license includes the permission sets:

¢ CRM Analytics Plus Admin: Enables all permissions
required to administer the CRM Analytics platform and
Einstein Discovery, including permissions to create and
manage CRM Analytics templated apps and Apps.

¢ CRM Analytics Plus User: Enables all permissions
required to use the CRM Analytics platform, Einstein
Discovery, and CRM Analytics templated apps and Apps.

The CRM Analytics Growth license includes the permission
sets:

¢ CRM Analytics Growth Admin: Enables all permissions
required to administer the CRM Analytics platform,
including permissions to create and manage CRM
Analytics templated apps and Apps.

e CRM Analytics Growth User: Enables all permissions
required to use the CRM Analytics platform and CRM
Analytics templated apps and Apps.

For more information, see Learn About CRM Analytics Licenses
and Permissions Sets and Select and assign user permissions
sets in the Salesforce help.

Administrator settings Salesforce administrators will need to configure:

e Tableau Prep Extensions: Configure Salesforce to
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requirement description

create a connected app for Tableau Server (basic).
Required for Tableau Server only.

Tableau Prep Requirements

requirement description

Tableau Prep license Creator license.

and permissions .
P As a creator you need to sign into your Salesforce org account

and authenticate before you can select Apps and Datasets to

output your flow data.
OAuth Data As a Server Administrator, configure Tableau Server with an
Connections OAuth client ID and secret on the connector. This is required to

run flows on Tableau Server.

For more information see Configure Tableau Server for
Salesforce.com Oauth in the Tableau Server help.

Save flow data to CRM Analytics

The following CRM Analytics input limits apply when saving from Tableau Prep Builder to CRM
Analytics.

¢ Maximum file size for external data uploads: 40 GB
» Maximum file size for all external data uploads in a rolling 24-hour period: 50 GB

1. Click the plusicon ,J on a step and select Add Output.
2. From the Save output to drop-down list, select CRM Analytics.

Save output te
B CRM Analytics X

« Datazet

Connection

Celmct » Salecforce organization -

Sign In to Salesforce...
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3. Inthe Dataset section, connect to Salesforce.

Sign in to Salesforce and click Allow to give Tableau access to CRM Analytics Apps and
datasets or select an existing Salesforce connection

4. Inthe Name field, select an existing data set name. This will overwrite and replace the
data set with your flow output. Otherwise, type a new name and click Create new dataset
to create a new dataset in the selected CRM Analytics App.

Note: Dataset names can’t exceed 80 characters.

Save output to

B CRM Anslytice r

+ Dataset

Connectian
tableausinstain my.salesforcecom -

Salesforce

Marme

Enter a dataset to output to v
£ MubBasaSer x

Create new dataset "MyDataSet"

5. Below the Name field, verify that the App shown is the App you have permissions to write

to.

To change the App, click Browse Datasets, then select the App from the list, enter the
dataset name in the Name field, and click Accept.
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Select Dataset

v [@ Applefruit Sales Analytics
FH apple_fruit_sales

» @ Cases

» T Customer Churn

» @ Customer New

» & Design App

-

Mame

MyDataSet

e T o

6. Inthe Write Options section, Full refresh and Create table are the only supported

options.

7. Click Run Flow to run the flow and write your data to the CRM Analytics dataset.

If your flow run is successful, you can verify the output results in CRM Analytics in the
Monitor tab of the data manager. For more information about this feature, see Monitor an

External Data Load in the Salesforce help.

Save flow output data to Data Cloud

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder and on the web starting in version 2023.3.

Prepare your data with Tableau Prep and then associate the data with existing data sets in Data
Cloud. Use any of the connectors that Tableau Prep Builder or Tableau Prep on the web supports
to import your data, clean and prep your data, and then output your flow data directly to Data

Cloud using Ingestion API.

Permission prerequisites

Salesforce license For information about Data Cloud editions and add-on licenses,
see Data Cloud Standard Editions and Licenses in the Salesforce

help.
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Also see Data Cloud Limits and Guidelines.

Data Space permissions You must be assigned to a Data Space and be assigned to one of
the following permission sets in Data Cloud:

e Customer Data Cloud Admin
e Data Cloud for Marketing Admin
e Data Cloud for Marketing Data Aware Specialist

For more information, see Manage Data Spaces and Manage
Data Spaces with Legacy Permission Sets.

Ingestion to Data Cloud  You must be assigned to the following for field access for
permission ingestion to Data Cloud:

e Data Cloud Salesforce Connector

For more information, see Enable Object and Field Permissions.

Salesforce Profiles Enable the profile access for:

e Administrative Permissions: API Enabled
e Connected App Access: NameOfConnectedApp

Tableau Prep license Creator license. As a creator you must sign into your Salesforce
and permissions org account and authenticate before you can select Apps and
Datasets to output your flow data.

Save flow data to Data Cloud

If you're already using Ingestion APl and manually calling the APIs to save data sets to Data
Cloud, you can simplify that workflow using Tableau Prep. The prerequisite configurations are
the same for Tableau Prep.

If this is the first time you’re saving data to Data Cloud, follow the setup requirements in Data
Cloud setup prerequisites on page 429.

1. Click the plus icon @ on a step and select Add Output.

2. From the Save output to drop-down list, select Salesforce Data Cloud.
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Save output to
| Bl salesforce Data Cloud -

O File

B Published data source

Bl Database and Cloud Storage
Bl CRM Analytics
| «/ Bl Salesforce Data Cloud

3. From the Object section, select the Salesforce Data Cloud org to sign into.

Save output to
B salesforce Data Cloud v

* Object

To output data to Data Cloud, an Ingestion
API connector must first be set up and

deployed to a Data Stream. Learn more
Connection

Select a Salesforce Data Cloud v

4. From the Salesforce Data Cloud menu, click Sign In.

A browser window will open to https://login.salesforce.com.

Salesforce Data Cloud X

5. Signinto the Data Cloud org using your user name and password.
6. Inthe Allow Access form, click Allow.
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+74
Y

Allow Access?

Tableaw Deskiop 5 diheng 1o

» Adoeid the identity URL tervice

& Manags Dats Cloud profily dats

» Manage Data Cloud Ingestion AP data

= Manage user data via APTs

= Perform ANSES0L quenies on Dats Cloud data
s [Perform requests st any time

Do you want to aliow acoess for

dats @alesforce (Mot youT)

e “

T Prwtion SCCOES B Ay Limg, B0 12 your pencnal seitings
Caution: You have granted scoess 1o thi applcstion S timas,
whith m tha limat Appedving tha reguaest ssdomalically
reeabon your clded approval. To soed nevading your oldest
appeoval, deny the request of marually revoke an appeoval
in yoar perional leltng

7. Inthe Save output to section enter the Ingestion APl Connector and Object Name.

Save output to
Bl salesforce Data Cloud -

~ Object

To output data to Data Cloud, an Ingestion
API connector must first be set up and
deployed to a Data Stream. Learn more

Connection
demo.my.salesforce.com -

B salesforce Data Cloud

Ingestion API Connector

Enter connector name

Object Name ()

Enter object name

8. Tofind the Ingestion APl Connector name and corresponding Object Name, do the
following:
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¢ Loginto Salesforce Data Cloud and navigate to Data Cloud Setup.

B

@220 a@®

Setup Menu ®

Setup for current app Status |

D | $ Data Cloud Setup Ij' |
Data Cloud Setup
Total # Of Fields FFL Your Account W

 In the Quick Find box, type Ingestion API, then select Ingestion API from the

results.
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::: Data Cloud Setup

Q. Quick Find

Data Cloud Setup Home

USER MANAGEMENT
Permission Sets

Users

FEATURE MANAGEMENT
Data Spaces
Feature Manager

> Admin Tools

3> Developer Tools

SALESFORCE INTEGRATIONS
Data Cloud One
Salesforce CRM

> Marketing

» Commerce Cloud

EXTERNAL INTEGRATIONS
External Activation Targets
Snowflake
Websites & Maobile Apps
Ingestion API

Othel |ngestion API

Private Connect

Connector Name.

Tableau Prep Help

¢ Inthe Ingestion API page, you'll see the available connectors listed under
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o

iii Data Cloud Setup Home  Object Manager

Q. Quick Find SETUP

Ingestion API

Data Cloud Setup Home 5ltems
USER MANAGEMENT Connector Name T
Permission Sets 1 jmao_TestConnactor

Users
2 Tabprep_LargeDataset_TestConnector

FEATURE MANAGEMENT
3 Tabprep_POS_Data_TestConnector

Data Spaces
4
Feature Manager Tabprep_TestConnector]
> Admin Tools 5  Tabprep_TestConnector?

» Developer Tools

SALESFORCE INTEGRATIONS
Data Cloud One
Salesforce CRM

> Marketing

» Commerce Cloud

EXTERNAL INTEGRATIONS
External Activation Targets
Snowflake
Websites & Mobile Apps
Ingestion API
Other Connectors

Private Connect

» Tofind the corresponding Object Name for the connector you want to use, select a
connector in the list. In the Connector Details page under the Schema section, you
will see the corresponding objects listed under Object Name.
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e

i3i DataCloud Setup  Home  Object Manager

Q, Quick Find

SETUP > Ingestion API
Tabprep_POS_Data_TestConnector

Data Cloud Setup Home

Connector Details
USER MANAGEMENT

. Connector Mame Source APl Name
Permission Sets
Tabprep_POS_Data_TestConnector b _POS_Data_TestC ar
Users
FEATURE MAMAGEMENT
Schema
Data Spaces
Feature Manager Object Name
> Admin Tools 1 cpa_post

» Daveloper Tools

ALESCODCE IMTECDATIOR

The Write Options section indicates that existing rows will be updated if the specified
value already exists in a table, or a new row will be inserted if the specified value doesn't
already exist.

Click Run Flow to run the flow and write your data to Data Cloud.

Validate the data in Data Cloud by viewing the run status in the Data Stream and the
objects in the Data Explorer.

Considerations

428

You can run one flow at a time. The run must be completed in Data Cloud before another
Save output can be run.

Wait times for saving a flow to Data Cloud can take some time to complete. Check the
status in Data Cloud.

The data is saved to Data Cloud using the Upsert function. If a record in a file matches an
existing record, the existing record is updated with the values in your data. If no match is
found, the record is created as a new entity.

For Prep Conductor, if you schedule the same flow to run automatically, the data won’t be
updated. This is because only Upsert is supported.

You can’t abort the job during the save to Data Cloud process.

There’s no validation of fields that are saved to Data Cloud. Validate the data in Data
Cloud.
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Data Cloud setup prerequisites

These steps are a prerequisite for saving Tableau Prep flows to Data Cloud. For detailed
information about Data Cloud concepts and mapping data between Tableau data sources and
Data Cloud, see About Salesforce Data Cloud.

Set up an Ingestion APl Connector

Create an Ingestion API data stream from your source objects by uploading a schema file in
OpenAPI (OAS) format with a .yaml file extension. The schema file describes how data from your
website is structured. For more information, see the YMAL file example on page 432 and
Ingestion API.

Sl A

5.

Click the Setup gear icon and then Data Cloud Setup.

Click Ingestion API.

Click New and provide a Connector name.

On the details page for the new connector, upload a schema file in OpenAPI (OAS) format
with a . yaml file extension. The schema file describes how data transferred via the APl is
structured.

Note: Ingestion APl schemas have set requirements. See Schema requirements
on page 431 before ingestion.

Click Save on the Preview Schema form.

Create a data stream

Data streams are a data source that is brought into Data Cloud. It consists of the connections and
associated data ingested into Data Cloud.

o wbdh =

Go to App Launcher and select Data Cloud.

Click the Data Streams tab.

Click New and select Ingestion API, then click Next.

Select the ingestion APl and objects.

Select the Data Space, Category, and Primary Key, then click Next.

A true Primary Key must be used for Data Cloud. If one doesn’t exist, you need to create a
Formula Field for the Primary Key.
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For Category, choose between Profile, Engagement or Other. A datetime field must be
present for objects that are intended for the engagement category. Objects of type profile
or other don’t impose this same requirement. For more information, see Category and
Primary Key.

Click Deploy.

You now have a data stream and a data lake object. Your data stream can now be added
to a data space.

Data Saream
& + Syne Schems Data 5 -
Stream Troe Data Siream Stana Last Rusn Statu Last Refreshed Last Pricessed Records Tosal Records
ing Active Honecs
Fields Details Rafresh History
~ [ata Properties
Cosct Categers Data Luke Cisject Name
Prafile TabkauSshema-trpeMachine SersorDaastrin iy magped fiskds o Ejects with relaticnaiips can be used for
Sttt an and night
Dbiect AP Nase
TablasuSehama_typebtaching Sanses_SSBOTOST_on
i Bata Space Filds maspes  (READN)
detault
o0 g
Fields (1)
Hesde. v FieldLubel o | Fleld AP v DataType v  FieldUse_ v | Formuls.. v | Swbes
Py
Bons Source Detsfource_c  Tan e
Dums Sourca O Datalowrced.  Tamt v
3 Crestedon CreatedOn CrestedOn_c  DateTime m
4 Une Line Una_z
5 MachineiD MachineiD MachineiD_c  Test Primary Key - e Saarch s feed ¢
& NoseDb Hoiselb NoiseDb_c
7 Ofews CiLevel OiLevel_c
8 RessngD FunadingiD RassngD_e  Ten
9 TemperatoeF  TemperatureF  TamperataeF_  Te
W Unglasrediis . Unplesnedusi  Unglacnodlis . Test

. Tes

Add your data stream to a data space

When you bring in data from any source to the Data Cloud, you associate the Data Lake Objects
(DLOs) to the relevant data space with or without filters.

430

1.

2

Click the Data Spaces tab.

Data Spaces
Recently Viewed =

Aitern « Upiuted 3 few seconds ags R e M- 7

Duta Space Ma...  DataSpace AP.. Vv Status *  Description | Last Modified Date | Last Modifisd By

detaul detast ACTIVE Dbt Ah S5bcd whasi Sl tha cUiment DLOS §1s Sade mémbers PO, 120 A e

Choose the default Data Space or the name of the Data Space that you're assigned to.
Click Add Data.

Select the Data Lake Object you created and click Next.

(Optional) select filters for the object.

Click Save.
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Map the Data Lake Object to Salesforce objects
Data mapping relates Data Lake Object fields to Data Model Object (DMO) fields.

1. Go to the Data Stream tab and select the Data Stream you created.

Datas Mapping

Diata mappings hanm ethics, privacy, and consent
considerations. Learn more about ethics, privacy, and corsant in
Salesforce Help

Onily mapped fields or objects with relationships cam be used for
segmantaton and insights

Dats Spaoe Fikds magoed  (READY )

default UID m

2. From the Data Mapping section, click Start.

The field-mapping canvas shows your source DLOs on the left and target DMOs on the
right. For more information, see Map Data Model Objects.

Create a Connected App for Data Cloud Ingestion API

Before you can send data into Data Cloud using Ingestion API, you must configure a Connected
App. For more details, see Enable OAuth Settings for AP Integration and Create a connected
App for Data Cloud Ingestion API.

As part of your Connected App set up for Ingestion API, you must select the following OAuth
scopes:

* Access and manage your Data Cloud Ingestion API data (cdp_ingest_api)

¢ Manage Data Cloud profile data (cdp_profile_api)

¢ Perform ANSI SQL queries on Data Cloud data (cdp_query_api)

¢ Manage user data via APlIs (api)

» Perform requests on your behalf at any time (refresh_token, offline_access)

Schema requirements

To create an ingestion APl source in Data Cloud, the schema file you upload must meet specific
requirements. See Requirements for Ingestion API Schema.
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Uploaded schemas have to be in valid OpenAPI format with a .yml or .yaml extension.
OpenAPI version 3.0.x is supported.
Objects can’t have nested objects.
Each schema must have at least one object. Each object must have at least one field.
Objects can’t have more than 1000 fields.
Objects can’t be longer than 80 characters.
Object names must contain only a-z, A-Z, 0-9, _, -. No unicode characters.
Field names must contain only a-z, A-Z, 0-9, _, -. No unicode characters.
Field names can’t be any of these reserved words: date_id, location_id, dat_account
currency, dat_exchange_rate, pacing_period, pacing_end_date, row_count, version.
Field names can’t contain the string __.
Field names can’t exceed 80 characters.
Fields meet the following type and format:
¢ Fortext or boolean type: string
e For number type: number
¢ For date type: string; format: date-time
Object names can’t be duplicated; case-insensitive.
Objects can’t have duplicate field names; case-insensitive.
DateTime data type fields in your payloads must be in ISO 8601 UTC Zulu with format
yyyy-MM-dd’'T’"HH:mm:ss.SSS’Z'.

When updating your schema, be aware that:

Existing field data types can’t be changed.

Upon updating an object, all the existing fields for that object must be present.

Your updated schema file only includes changed objects, so you don’t have to provide a
comprehensive list of objects each time.

* A datetime field must be present for objects that are intended for the engagement

category. Objects of type profile orother don’timpose this same requirement.

YMAL file example

openapi: 3.0.3

432

components:

schemas:
owner:
type: object

required:
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- id
- name
- region
- createddate
properties:
id:
type: integer
format: into64
name:
type: string
maxLength: 50
region:
type: string
maxLength: 50
createddate:
type: string
format: date-time
car:
type: object
required:
- car_id
- color
- createddate
properties:
car id:
type: integer
format: inte4
color:
type: string
maxLength: 50
createddate:
type: string

format: date-time
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Save flow output data to Amazon S3

Available in Tableau Prep Builder 2024.2 and later and Web Authoring and Tableau Cloud. This
feature is not available in Tableau Server yet.

You can connect to data from any of the connectors that Tableau Prep Builder or the web
supports and save your flow output as a .parquet or .csv file to Amazon S3. The output can be
saved as new data or you can overwrite existing S3 data. To prevent data loss, you can use the
Custom SQL option to make a copy of your table data and run it before saving the flow data to
S3.

Saving your flow output and connecting to the S3 connector are independent of each other. You
can’t reuse an existing S3 connection that you used as a Tableau Prep input connection.

The total volume of data and number of objects you can store in Amazon S3 are unlimited.
Individual Amazon S3 objects can range in size from a minimum of 0 bytes to a maximum of 5
TB. The largest object that can be uploaded in a single PUT is 5 GB. For objects larger than 100
MB, customers should consider using the multipart upload capability. See Uploading and
copying objects using multipart upload.

Permissions

To write to your Amazon S3 bucket, you need your bucket region, bucket name, access key ID,
and secret access key. To get these keys you will need to create an Identity and Access
Management (IAM) user within AWS. See Managing access keys for IAM users.

Save flow data to Amazon S3

Click the plus icon @ on a step and select Add Output.
From the Save output to drop-down list, select Database and Cloud Storage.
From the Table > Connection section, select Amazon S3 (Output Only).
In the Amazon S3 (Output Only) form, add the following information:
¢ Access Key ID: The Key ID that you used to sign the requests you send to

oo n =

Amazon S3.

* Secret Access Key: Security credentials (passwords, access keys) used to verify
that you have permission to access the AWS resource.

¢ Bucket Region: The Amazon S3 bucket location (AWS Region endpoint). For
example: us-east-2.
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¢ Bucket name: The name of the S3 bucket where you want to write the flow output.
The bucket names of any two AWS accounts in the same region can't be the same.

Note: To find your S3 region and bucket name, login to your AWS S3 account and
navigate to the AWS S3 console.

5. Click Sign In.
6. Inthe S3 URIfield, enter the name of the .csv or .parquet file. By default, the field is
populated with s3: //<your bucket name>. The file name mustinclude the extension

.CsvOr .parquet.

You can save the flow output as a new S3 object or overwrite an existing S3 object.
¢ Foranew S3 object, type the name of the . parquet or . csv file. The URI is shown
in the Preview text. For example: s3://<bucket_name><name_file.csv>.
* To overwrite an existing S3 object, type the name of the . parquet or . csv file or
click Browse to find existing S3 . parquet or . csv files.

Note: The Browse Object window will only show files that have been saved
from previous sign-ins to Amazon S3.

7. For Write Options, a new S3 object is created with the data from your flow. If the data
already exists, any existing data structure or properties defined for the object is deleted
and replaced with new flow data. Any fields that exist in the flow are added to the new S3

object.
8. Click Run Flow to run the flow and write your data to S3.

You can verify the data was saved to S3 by login to your AWS S3 account and navigating
to the AWS S3 console.

Refresh Flow Data Using Incremental Refresh

Note: Starting in version 2020.4.1, you can now create and edit flows in Tableau Server
and Tableau Cloud. The content in this topic applies to all platforms, unless specifically
noted. For more information about authoring flows on the web, see Tableau Prep on the
Web in the Tableau Server help.

Starting in Tableau Prep Builder version 2020.2.1 and on the web, you can configure your flow

inputs and outputs to refresh incrementally so that only the new rows are retrieved and processed
when the flow runs, saving you time and resources.

Tableau Software 435


https://help.tableau.com/current/server/en-us/prep_web_auth.htm
https://help.tableau.com/current/server/en-us/prep_web_auth.htm

Tableau Prep Help

For example, if your flow includes transaction data that updates daily, you can set up
incremental refresh to retrieve and process only the new transactions every day, then run a full
refresh weekly or monthly to refresh all of your flow data.

Incremental refresh requirements and limitations

Requirements
To run your flow using incremental refresh, Tableau Prep needs the following information:

¢ The field that detects new rows in the input table.

* Thefield to use to compare the last processed values in the flow output with the values in
the input to determine which rows are new. For more information, see Incremental
refresh with Append on page 440.

¢ How you want to write the new data to your tables. You can either add new data to your
existing tables, overwrite your table data with the new data, or starting in Tableau Prep
Builder version 2020.3.1 and on the web, replace data in an existing table.

Limitations

e Tableau Prep version 2021.1.2 or later is required when running incremental refresh on
flow inputs using the Salesforce connector.

¢ Incremental refresh is not currently supported when writing flow outputs to Microsoft
Excel, Amazon S3, CRM Analytics, or Databricks.

e Outputs .csv files only supports Create table.

e Outputs to local or published .hyper extracts only supports Append to table.

Flow refresh options

Tableau Prep enables you to select how your data is refreshed and how your tables are updated
with the flow output. The following table describes the different options and their benefits.

Refresh Com- Data Pro- Table Update  Benefits

bination cessed
Full Refresh + | All Create or Refresh all the data on every flow run.
Create Table overwrite the

existing table
with the full
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data set.
Full Refresh + | All Add new
Append to rows to the
Table existing table.
Full Refresh + | All Replace rows
Replace data in the existing
table.
Incremental New rows Create or
Refresh + only overwrite the
Create Table existing table
with only the
new rows.
Incremental New rows Add the new
Refresh + only rows to the
Append to existing table.
Table
Incremental New rows Replace all
Refresh + only rows in the
Replace data existing table
with only the
New rows.

Configure incremental refresh

Keep track of both new and existing data on
every flow run. Append to table isn't avail-
able for .csv output types.

Maintain your existing table schema struc-
ture but replace all the data with every flow
run.

Create a new table with only the new rows
as the complete data set.

If the output data source doesn't exist or
can't be connected to when the flow runs,
the flow will fail. A full refresh is necessary to
create the output before it can be used
incrementally.

Add only the new rows to the existing table.
Append to table isn't available for .csv
output types. See Incremental refresh
with Append on page 440.

Maintain your existing table schema struc-
ture, but replace all the data with only the
new rows, making this your complete data
set.

To configure your flow to use incremental refresh, you need to specify settings on both the Input

steps and the Output steps where you want to use this option. In the Input step, specify how

Tableau Prep will find your new rows. In the Output step, specify how the new rows are written to

your table. When you run the flow, you can select either a full or incremental refresh type.

Tip: After you configure your input and output steps for incremental refresh, you can preserve

your configurations and reuse them. Copy and paste the steps to use them elsewhere in your

current flow or in Tableau Prep Builder, use Save Steps as Flow to save the selected stepsto a
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local file or to your server to reuse the steps in other flows. For more information about copying,
pasting or reusing steps, see Copy steps, actions and fields on page 282.

1. Inthe flow pane, select the input step that you want to configure for incremental refresh.
2. Inthe Input pane on the Settings tab, under the Incremental Refresh (Set up Incre-
mental Refresh section in prior versions), set the following options:

¢ Select Enable incremental refresh (Enable in prior versions).

¢ Input field (Identify new rows using field in prior versions): Select the field that
you want to refresh in your input data. This field must be assigned a data type of
Number (whole), Date, or Date & Time. Currently, you can only select a single
field.

Note: You can remove or rename this field later in the flow, as long as the
field you specify in the Output field (Field name in output in prior
versions) can be used to compare this field with the latest output to find new

rows.

¢ Output: Select the output that is related to your input and that includes the field that
will be used to compare rows.

¢ Output field (Field name in output in prior versions): Select the field to use to
compare the last processed values in the flow output with the values in the input to
find new rows. This field must have the same data type as the field you specified in
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the Input field (Identify new rows using field in prior versions).

Incremental Refresh
Spacity the input and cutpur fieids 1o use to Icentify new rows.

Enable incremental refresh

Input field
I# Row 1D

Qutput
Create 'Superstore
Sales hyper'

Select the output and fizld with the
last processed value for field *Row
1B,

Output field
# RowlD
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Incremental refresh with Append

Incremental refresh first searches for the existing maximum value of the incremental field
in the output. It then filters the rows from the input to add only rows with a value larger in
the incremental field. For example:

Existing table:
Col1 Col2
ID5 Row 5

Append new rows to the table based on col1:

Col1 Col2
ID1 NewRow1
ID 6 NewRow6

* NewRow1 is not added.
¢ NewRow6 is added.

Configure write options

To finish setting up incremental refresh, set your output Write Options to specify how the new
rows are written to your tables. All outputs that are related to the configured input step have a
default write option selected, but you can change it to a supported option.

You can output your rows to a file (Tableau Prep Builder only), a published data source or a
database. By default, outputs to local or published .hyper extracts are set to Append to table.
Outputs to .csv file types are set to Create table.

1. Inthe flow pane, select the output step that you want to configure for incremental refresh.

2. Inthe Output pane, in the Write Options section, view the default write option and make

any changes as needed.
e Create table: This option creates a new table or replaces the existing table with

the new output.

« Append to table: This option adds the new data to your existing table. If the table
doesn't already exist, a new table is created when the flow is first run and sub-
sequent runs will add new rows to this table. Not available for .csv output types. For
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more information about supported refresh combinations, see Flow refresh options
on page 436

* Replace data (Tableau Prep Builder version 2020.3.1 and later and on the web):
This option is available when you want to write your output back to an existing table
in a database. It replaces the data in the database table with the flow data, but main-
tains the table schema structure.
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Run your flow

Tableau Prep Help

You can run individual flows using incremental refresh in Tableau Prep Builder, on the web, or

from the command line. For information about running your flow from the command line, see

442
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Run the flow with incremental refresh enabled on page 457.

If you have Data Management with Tableau Prep Conductor enabled, you can run your flow
using incremental refresh using a schedule on Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud.

Note: In prior version, write options are set in Tableau Prep Builder and can't be changed
when running your flow in Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud. Starting in Tableau Server
and Tableau Cloud version 2020.4, you can edit the flow directly in the web. For more
information about using Tableau Prep On the web see see Tableau Prep on the Web in the
Tableau Server help.

Tableau Prep runs a full refresh for all outputs regardless of the run option you select if no
existing output is found. Subsequent flow runs use the incremental refresh process and retrieve
and process only the new rows unless incremental refresh configuration data is missing or the

existing output is removed.
To run the flow in Tableau Prep using incremental refresh, select Incremental refresh from one

of the following locations:

e From the top menu, click the drop-down option on the Run button.

(=

Craaze “Annuasl Ragis... (2 autauzs) »
|

Full rafresh

All rayes wiill be processed

Incrameantal rafrash
Only new rows will be processed.

e From the Output pane, click the drop-down option on the Run Flow button.

Full refresh — Create table

Al rows will be processed,
Incremental refresh — Append to
table

I..‘."nl'_( néEve rows will be processed,

| RnFiow | - |

e From the Flow pane, click the drop-down on the Run button next to the Output step.
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If one input with incremental refresh enabled is associated with multiple outputs, those

outputs must be run together and must use the same refresh type. When you run your

refresh in Tableau Prep, a dialog shows letting you know that you must run both outputs

together.

Run flow (Incremental refresh)

To maintain data accuracy, the following 2 outputs must be run together.

Output Refresh type
Create "Annual Regional Perfor... Append to table
Create "Superstore Szles.tde’ Append to table

Refresh flow output files from the command line

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder only.

You can run your flow from the command line to refresh your flow output instead of running the

flow from Tableau Prep Builder. You can run one flow at a time using this method. This option is
available on both Windows and Mac machines where Tableau Prep Builder is installed.

444

Note: If you're using Login-based License Management (LBLM), make sure to
periodically open Tableau Prep and sign in to the Tableau Server environment or Tableau
Cloud site you used to activate. Otherwise the lease can expire, causing flows run via the
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command line to fail. You can also contact your administrator to change your lease
duration to the maximum length. See Login -based License Management for more
information.

Connector limitations:

« JDBC or ODBC connectors: Flows that include these connectors can be run from the
command line starting in version 2019.2.3.

¢ Cloud connectors: Flows that include cloud connectors, such as Google BigQuery, can't
be run from the command line. Instead run the flow manually or run the flow on a schedule
in Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud using Tableau Prep Conductor. For more information,
see Keep Flow Data Fresh on page 476.

+ Single Sign-on authentication: Running flows from the command line isn't supported if
you use single-sign-on authentication. You can run flows from Tableau Prep Builder
instead.

¢ Multi-factor authentication: The Tableau Prep Command Line Interface (CLI) does not
support Tableau with Multifactor authentication (MFA). For more information, see this art-
icle in the Tableau Knowledge Base.

For Windows machines, you can also schedule this process using Windows Task Scheduler. For
more information, see Task Scheduler in the Microsoft online help.

When you run flows from the command line, Tableau Prep Builder refreshes all outputs for the
flow using the settings for the output steps specified in Tableau Prep Builder. For information
about how to specify your output locations, see Create data extract files and published data
sources on page 402. For information about setting your write options (version 2020.2.1 and
later), see Configure write options on page 440.

Before running the flow

To run the flow from the command line, you'll need administrator privileges on the machine where
you are running the flow and you'll need the following information:

¢ The path where Tableau Prep Builder is installed.

 If connecting to databases and publishing output files to a server or a database (version
2020.3.1 and later) - create a credentials .json file that includes all required credentials.

¢ The path where the Tableau Flow (.tfl) file is located.
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Credentials .json file requirements

Note: Credentials .json files are not required if the flow connects to and outputs to local

files, files stored on a network share or input files that use Windows Authentication

(SSPI). For more information about Windows Authentication, see SSP| Model in the

Microsoft online help.

Tableau Prep Builder uses information from the flow file and from the credentials .json file to run

the flow when you have remote connections. For example, the database name for your remote

connections and the project name for your output files come from the flow, and the server name

and the sign in credentials come from the credentials .json file.

446

If you plan to reuse the file, place it in a folder where it won't be overwritten by the Tableau
Prep Builder install process.

If you are running a flow that includes any of the following, you must include a .json file
that includes the credentials that are required to connect.

¢ Connects to database files or published data sources.

e The output is published to a server or to a database (version 2020.3.1 and later).

e The flow includes script steps for Rserve or TabPy. The .json file must include the
credentials that are required to connect to these services. For more information,
refer to the array requirements for your version below.

The credentials specified in your flow and the credentials included in your .json file must
match, otherwise the flow will fail to run.

When you run the process, the hostname, port, and username are used to find the match-
ing connection in the Tableau flow file (.tfl) and updated before running the process. Port
ID and Site ID are optional if your connections don't require this information.

If connecting to a published data source, include hostname, contentUrl, and port (80 for
http and 443 for https) in the input connections. The hostname is required to find the
matching connection in the Tableau flow file (.tfl), and the contentUrl and port are used to
establish the connection to the server.

If you connect to Tableau Cloud, include the port (80 or 443) in the input connections for
the pod that you are connecting to and In the Server connections URI make sure to
include the corresponding pod prefix along with online.tableau.com. For more information
about Tableau Cloud, see Tableau Bridge connections to Tableau Cloud in the Tableau
Cloud help.

(version 2021.4.1 and later) If you include parameters in your flow, you can create and
include a parameters override .json file in the command line to change parameter values
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from the current default values. For more information, see Run flows that include para-

meter values on the next page.

Depending on your Tableau Prep Builder version, your credential information may be formatted
differently. Click on the tab below to view the credential format for your Tableau Prep Builder

version.

Version 2020.3.1 and later

Depending on your connections, include your server or database credentials or both. When your

flow connects to and outputs to the same server or database, you only need to include a single

block in the .json file. If you connect to a server or database that uses different credentials, use a

comma delimited array.

Server connections

Connection block name:
"tableauServerConnections"

Include the following data in the array:

¢ serverUrl (Server name) For
Tableau Cloud, include the cor-
responding pod prefix along
with online.tableau.com. For
example "https://10az.on-
line.tableau.com”

¢ contentUrl (Site ID. This
appears after /site/ in the URL
for Tableau Server or Tableau
Cloud. For example
"https://my.server-
[#/site/mysite" set "con-
tentUrl": "mysite".))

e port (Port D)

e username

e password

Tableau Software

Database connections | Rserver or Tableau
Python connections

Connection block Only include this array if
name: your flow includes script
"databaseConnection steps for R or TabPy.

S .
Connection block name:

Include the following "extensions"

data in the array.: Include the following data

* hostname in the array:
(Servername) ¢ extensionName:
e port (PortID .
port ( ) Specify "rSup-
e username
port" or
e password
"pythonSup-
port"

e regular: Include
"host"and "port".
You can also
include "username"
or "sslCertificate"
(content of your pub-
lic .pem file
encoded as base64
string) if applicable.
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e sensitive: Include
"password" if you
use one. Otherwise
include a blank
array.

Note: ContentUrl is always required in the .json file for sever connections. If connecting
to a default site, for example "https://my.server/#/site/", set ContentUrl to blank. For
example "contentUrl™: ""

Run flows that include parameter values
Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2021.4.1 and later.

To run flows from the command line that include parameter values, you can create a parameters
override .json file that includes the parameter values that you want to use. These values
override the current (default) values defined for the parameters.

This is a separate file from your credentials.json file and includes your parameter names and

values.

Note: Starting in version 2022.1.1, parameter values no longer need to be enclosed in
quotes. In prior versions, all parameter names and values must include quotes.

Example:

{

"Parameter 1": Value 1,
"Number Parameter": 40,

"Boolean Parameter": True

}

When you run the flow include -p --parameters and the name of your file in the command line.
Examples:

Windows
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"\ [Tableau Prep Builder install location]\Tableau Prep Builder <ver-
sion>\scripts"\tableau-prep-cli.bat -t "path\to\[your flow file

name] .tfl" -p|--parameters parameters.override.json

Mac

/Applications/Tableau\ Prep\ Builder\ [Tableau Prep Builder ver-
sion] .app/Contents/scripts/./tableau-prep-cli -t path/to/[your flow

file name].tfl -p|--parameters parameters.override.json

Examples

This section shows different examples of credentials files that you can create using the
credentials .json requirements.

Connecting to a server connection

This example shows a .json credentials file that connects to and outputs to a server connection
that uses the same credentials:

{

"tableauServerConnections": [

{

"serverUrl":"https://my.server",
"contentUrl": "mysite",
"port":443,

"username": "jsmith",
"password": "passwOrds$"

Connecting to a server connection and output to a database connection

This example shows a .json credentials file that connects to a server connection and outputs to a

database connection:

{

"tableauServerConnections": [

{

"serverUrl":"https://my.server",
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"contentUrl": "mysite",
"port":443,

"username": "jsmith",
"password": "passwOrds$"

I

"databaseConnections": [

{

"hostname":"examplel23.redshift.amazonaws.com",

"port":"5439",
"username":"jsmith",

"password":"p@sswlOrd!"

Tableau Prep Help

Flow includes Rserve and TabPy script connections and outputs to a database con-

nection

This example shows a .json credentials file that includes Rserve and Tabpy credentials and

outputs to a database connection:

{

"extensions": [
{
"extensionName": "rSupport",
"regular": {
"host": "localhost",
"port": "9000",
"username": "jsmith"
by
"sensitive": {
"password": "pwd"
}
y
{
"extensionName": "pythonSupport",
"regular": {

450

Tableau Software



Tableau Prep Help

"host": "localhost",
"port": "9000"
by

"sensitive": {

}

1,
"databaseConnections": [

{

"hostname" :"examplel23.redshift.amazonaws.com",

"port": "5439",
"username": "jsmith",

"password": "p@sSwOrd!"

by

{
"hostname" :"mysqgl.mydb.tsi.lan",

"port": "3306",
"username": "jsmith",
"password": "mspaS$SwOrd"

}

Connecting to and outputting to different database connections
This example shows a .json credentials file that connects to and outputs to different database

connections:

{

"databaseConnections": [

{

"hostname" :"examplel23.redshift.amazonaws.com",
"port": "5439",
"username": "jsmith",

"password": "p@s$wOrd!"

by

{
"hostname":"mysqgl.mydb.tsi.lan",
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"port": "3306",
"username": "jsmith",
"password": "mspaS$SwOrd"
}

1

}

Version 2020.2.3 and earlier

Enter an array for your input and output connections.

Note: If using Tableau Prep Builder version 2018.2.2 through 2018.3.1, always include
the "inputConnections" and "outputConnections" arrays even if the flow doesn't have
remote connections for inputs or outputs. Just leave those arrays blank. If you are using
Tableau Prep Builder version 2018.3.2 and later you don't need to include the blank

arrays.
Input connections | Output connections Rserver or Tableau
Python connections
e hostname e serverUrl Only include this array if
(Server name) « contentUrl (Site ID. This your flow includes script
e contentUrl appears after /site/ in the URL steps for R or TabPy that
(Always for Tableau Server or Tableau require a password.
required for Cloud. For example i
) ) , ¢ extensionName: Spe-
published "https://my.server/#/site/mysite" i
cify "rSupport" or
data sources. set "contentUrl": "mys-
See Outout tem) "pythonSupport"
e,
P . ¢ credentials: Include
connections e username . .
] password" .
for descrip- * password
tion.)
e port (PortID)
e username
e password
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Examples

This section shows two different examples of credentials files that you can create using the
credentials .json requirements.

Connecting to a published data source

This example shows a .json credentials file that connects to a published data source and outputs

data to a server that includes a Site ID

Note: If the inputConnection or outputConnection uses the Default site, for example
"https://my.server/#/site/", set ContentUrl to blank. For example "contentUrl": ""

"inputConnections™": [

{

"hostname":"https://my.server",

"contentUrl": "mysite",
"port":443,

"username": "jsmith",
"password": "passwOrdsS"

I

"outputConnections": [

{

"serverUrl":"https://my.server",
"contentUrl":"mysite",
"username":"jsmith",

"password":"passwOrds"

Connecting to two databases

This example shows a .json credentials file that connects to MySQL and Oracle and outputs data

to a server that includes a Site ID.
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"inputConnections": [

{
"hostname":"mysqgl.example.lan",

"port":1234,

"username": "jsmith",
"password": "passwOrd"

by

{

"hostname":"Oracle.example.lan",
"port":5678,

"username": "jsmith",
"password": "passwOrd"

I

"outputConnections": [

{

"serverUrl":"http://my.server",
"contentUrl":"mysite",
"username" :"jsmith",

"password":"passwOrds"

}

Flow includes script steps for Rserve and TabPy and connects to a database

This example shows a .json credentials file that includes the password for Rserve and TabPy

services and connects to MySQL.

"inputConnections": [

{
"hostname":"mysqgl.example.lan",
"port":1234,

"username": "jsmith",

"password": "passwOrd"
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1,

"extensions": [
{
"extensionName" :"rSupport",
"credentials":{
"password":"pwd",
}
bo
{
"extensionName" : "pythonSupport",
"credentials": {
"password": "pwd"

}

Tips for creating your credentials file
To avoid errors when running the flow, make sure your credentials file follows these guidelines:

 If using Tableau Prep Builder version 2018.2.2 through 2018.3.1, always include the
"inputConnections" and "outputConnections" arrays even if the flow doesn't have remote
connections for inputs or outputs. Just leave those arrays blank.

If you are using Tableau Prep Builder version 2018.3.2 and later you don't need to include
the blank array.

* No remote input connection? Include this syntax at the top of the .json file

{

"inputConnections": [

1y
¢ No remote output connection? Include this syntax at the bottom of the .json file

"outputConnections": [

]
}

¢ No port ID for your input connection or the port is specified as part of the server name.
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If there is no port ID for your connection, don'tinclude the "port" : xxxx, referencein
the .json file, noteven "port": "".Ifthe portID is included in the server name, include
the port ID in the host name. For example "hostname" :

"mssqgl.example.lan,1234"

¢ When referencing the "serverUrl1": don'tinclude a"/" at the end of the address. For
example, use this "serverUrl": "http://server" notthis "serverUrl":
"http://server/".

« If you have multiple input or output connections include the credentials for each one in the

file.
¢ If connecting to published data sources, make sure to include the hostname and con-

tentUrl in the input connections.

Run the flow

Important: The examples below include the name change for "Tableau Prep" version 2019.1.2
to "Tableau Prep Builder". If you are using an earlier version of the product use "Tableau Prep"

instead.
1. Open the command prompt or terminal command prompt (MacOS) as an Administrator.
2. Run one of the following commands using the syntax shown below.

¢ The flow connects to local files or files stored on a network share and publishes to
local files, files stored on a network share or uses Windows authentication:

Note: If connecting to or outputting to files stored on a network share, use
the UNC format for the path: \\server\path\file name. It can't be password
protected.

Windows

"\ [Tableau Prep Builder install location]\Tableau Prep
Builder <version>\scripts"\tableau-prep-cli.bat -t "path\to\

[your flow file name].tfl"

Mac

/Applications/Tableau\ Prep\ Builder\ [Tableau Prep Builder
version] .app/Contents/scripts/./tableau-prep-cli -t path/to/
[your flow file name].tfl
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* The flow connects to databases or publishes to a server:

Windows

"\ [Tableau Prep Builder install location]\Tableau Prep
Builder <version>\scripts"\tableau-prep-cli.bat -c "path\to\
[your credential file name].json" -t "path\to\[your flow file

name] .tfl"
Mac

/Applications/Tableau\ Prep\ Builder\ [Tableau Prep Builder
version] .app/Contents/scripts/./tableau-prep-cli -c path/to/
[your credential file name].json -t path/to/[your flow file

name] .tfl

¢ The flow file or credentials file is stored on a network share (use the UNC format for
the path: \\server\path\file name):

Windows

"\ [Tableau Prep Builder install location]\Tableau Prep
Builder <version>\scripts"\tableau-prep-cli.bat -c "\server-
\path\ [your credential file name].json" -t "\server\path\

[your flow file name].tfl"

Mac: Map the network share to /Volumes in Finder so that it is persistent, then use
/Volumes/.../[your file] to specify the path:

/Applications/Tableau\ Prep\ Builder\ [Tableau Prep Builder
version] .app/Contents/scripts/./tableau-prep-cli -c
/Volumes/.../[your credential file name].json -t path/to/
[your flow file name].tfl

For common errors and resolutions see Common errors when using the command line to
run flows on page 559.

Run the flow with incremental refresh enabled

Supported in Tableau Prep Builder version 2020.2.1 and later, and on the web starting in version
2020.4. Incremental refresh is not currently supported when writing flow outputs to Microsoft
Excel.
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If you don't have Tableau Prep Conductor enabled on your server to schedule your flow runs,
you can run your flow using incremental refresh from the command line. Simply include the
parameter --incrementalRefresh in your command line as shown in the example below.

Windows

"\ [Tableau Prep Builder install location]\Tableau Prep Builder <ver-
sion>\scripts"\tableau-prep-cli.bat --incrementalRefresh -t "path\to\

[your flow file name].tfl"
Mac

/Applications/Tableau\ Prep\ Builder\ [Tableau Prep Builder ver-
sion] .app/Contents/scripts/./tableau-prep-cli --incrementalRefresh -t

path/to/[your flow file name].tfl

If the input steps in your flow have incremental refresh enabled and the incremental refresh
parameters are properly configured, Tableau Prep Builder will do the following:

e Allinputs in the flow that have incremental refresh enabled will run all corresponding out-
puts using incremental refresh.

¢ If noinputin the flow has incremental refresh enabled, all outputs will be run using full
refresh. A message will show the refresh method details.

¢ If some inputs in the flow have incremental refresh enabled, the corresponding outputs
will run using incremental refresh. The other outputs will be run using full refresh and a
message will show the refresh method details.

For more information about configuring flows to use incremental refresh, see Refresh Flow
Data Using Incremental Refresh on page 435

Command options

If you want to view the help options, include -h in the command line.

Command Descr- Notes
options iption

-c,--con- | The Requires the path to where the credentials file is located.

nections con-
<arg> nec-
tion
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Include this option to view more information to help debug a problem
with refreshing the flow. Log files are stored in: My Tableau Prep
Builder Repository\Command Line Repository\Logs

Run the flow without performing certificate validation. When running
this option on MacOS, a dialog may show asking for the keychain
user and password. Starting with Tableau Prep Builder version
2019.3.2, you can pass in this additional parameter to disable this
keychain dialog. For example: /Applications/Tableau\ Prep)\
Builder\ [Tableau Prep Builder ver-

sion] .app/Contents/scripts/./tableau-prep-cli -dsv
-c path/to/[your credential file name].json -t

path/to/[your flow file name].tfl

The help option or a syntax error shows the following information:

usage: tableau-prep-cli [-c <arg>] [-d] [-h] [-t
<arg>]
-c,--connections <arg> Path to a file with

all connection information

-d, --debug This option is for
debugging

-dsv, --disableSslValidation Disable SSL val-

idation

-h,--help Print usage message
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-inc,--incrementalRefresh Run incremental
refresh for all outputs that are configured to sup-

port it

-t,--tflFile <arg> The Tableau Prep
Builder flow file

Include this option to run incremental refresh for all inputs that are
configured to use it. Incremental refresh enables Tableau Prep
Builder to retrieve and process only new rows instead of all rows in a
flow.

The incremental refresh configuration settings on the input steps
determine which flow outputs can be run incrementally. All other
outputs will be run using a full refresh and a message will show the
refresh method details.

For more information about running flows using incremental refresh,
see Refresh Flow Data Using Incremental Refresh on page 435.

Requires the path to where the .fl flow file is located.

Include this file if you want to override the current (default) parameter
values applied to your flow. For more information about using flow
parameters, see Create and Use Parameters in Flows on

page 207
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Syntax examples

The command lines below show four different examples for running a flow using the following
criteria:

e Tableau Prep Builder version: 2022.1.1

Important: The examples below include the name change for Tableau Prep version
2019.1.2 to Tableau Prep Builder. If you are using an earlier version of the product use
"Tableau Prep" instead.

* Flow name: Flow1.tfl

¢ Flow location: C:\Users\jsmith\Documents\My Tableau Prep Builder Repository\Flows
¢ Credentials file name: Flow 1.json

e Credentials file location: C:\Users\jsmith\Desktop\Flow credentials

* Credentials file location stored on a network share: \tsi.lan\files\Flow credentials
The flow connects to and publishes to local files
Windows

"\Program Files\Tableau\Tableau Prep Builder 2022.1.1\scripts"\t-
ableau-prep-cli.bat -t "\C:\Users\jsmith\Documents\My Tableau Prep
Builder Repository\Flows\Flowl.tfl"

Mac

/Applications/Tableau\ Prep\ Builder\ 2022.1.1.ap-
p/Contents/scripts/./tableau-prep-cli -t /Users/jsmith/Documents/My\
Tableau\ Prep\ Builder\ Repository/Flows.Flowl.tfl

The flow connects to and publishes to local files and uses the short form for incre-
mental refresh

Windows

"\Program Files\Tableau\Tableau Prep Builder 2022.1.1\scripts"\t-
ableau-prep-cli.bat -inc -t "\C:\Users\jsmith\Documents\My Tableau
Prep Builder Repository\Flows\Flowl.tfl"

Mac
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/Applications/Tableau\ Prep\ Builder\ 2022.1.1.ap-
p/Contents/scripts/./tableau-prep-cli -inc -t /User-
s/jsmith/Documents/My\ Tableau\ Prep\ Builder\
Repository/Flows.Flowl.tfl

The flow connects to databases and publishes to a server

Windows

"\Program Files\Tableau\Tableau Prep Builder 2022.1.1\scripts"\t-
ableau-prep-cli.bat -c "\C:\Users\jsmith\Desktop\Flow cre-
dentials\Flowl.json" -t "\C:\Users\jsmith\Documents\My Tableau Prep
Builder Repository\Flows\Flowl.tfl"

Mac

/Applications/Tableau\ Prep\ Builder\ 2022.1.1.ap-
p/Contents/scripts/./tableau-prep-cli -c /Users/jsmith/Desktop/Flow\
credentials/Flowl.json -t /Users/jsmith/Documents/My\ Tableau\ Prep\
Builder\ Repository/Flows.Flowl.tfl

The flow publishes to a server and the credentials file is stored on a network share

Windows

"\Program Files\Tableau\Tableau Prep Builder 2022.1.1\scripts"\t-
ableau-prep-cli.bat -c "\\tsi.lan\files\Flow credentials\Flowl.json"
-t "\C:\Users\jsmith\Documents\My Tableau Prep Builder Repos-
itory\Flows\Flowl.tfl"

Mac

/Applications/Tableau\ Prep\ Builder\ 2022.1.1.ap-
p/Contents/scripts/./tableau-prep-cli -c /Volumes/files/Flow\ cre-
dentials/Flowl.json -t /Users/jsmith/Documents/My\ Tableau\ Prep\
Builder\ Repository/Flows.Flowl.tfl
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Version Compatibility with Tableau

Prep

If new features or connectors are introduced in a new version of Tableau Prep Builder and you

are working in an older version, compatibility may be an issue if you try to open a flow.

Note: Starting in version 2020.4, you can create and edit flows directly on Tableau Server

and Tableau Cloud. Flows created on the web will always be compatible with the server

version you are using. For more information about authoring flows on the web, see

Tableau Prep on the Web in the Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud help.

Similarly, if you publish flows to Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud to schedule them to run using

Tableau Prep Conductor and your flows include new features or connectors that aren't supported

in your version of Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud, you can run into compatibility errors that

might prevent you from scheduling and running your flows.

Version number format

Starting in Tableau Prep Builder version 2022.3, the release version numbering scheme is now

aligned with Tableau Desktop and Tableau Server. In prior versions, the version numbers for

Tableau Desktop and Tableau Prep Builder had different formats. For example:

2020.3 .1

Tableau Desktop version number

—— Tableau Prep Builder version number
} —Tableau Desktop maintenance version number

The maintenance releases for Tableau Desktop and Tableau Prep Builder didn't follow the same

sequence.

Release Upgrade Example

First Maintenance Release Example

Prep Builder

2022.1.1

2022.1.2
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Release Upgrade Example First Maintenance Release Example

Desktop 20221 2022.1.1

Finding your version

Note: To download a specific version of Tableau Prep Builder, open the Downloads page
and select Tableau Prep Builder from the list on the left side of the page.

Tableau Prep Builder

To find the release version for your product, open Tableau Prep Builder, then in the top menu do
one of the following:

¢ Windows: In the top menu, click Help > About Tableau Prep Builder or About Tableau
Prep, depending on your version.

¢ Mac: In the top menu, click Tableau Prep Builder > About Tableau Prep Builder or
Tableau Prep > About Tableau Prep, depending on your version.

The release number displays in the lower left corner of the dialog.

About Tableau Prep Builder (21.44.22.0111.1531) X

Tableau Prep Builder

»if::%»ubleuu

Version 202144
2022 Tablem Saftoare, LL.C and its Hcemsors. All rights ressrved.

Tableau Server

Tableau Prep Conductor was introduced as part of Data Management in Tableau Server version
2019.1. To schedule flows to run on Tableau Server, you must be using Tableau Server version
2019.1 or later and Tableau Prep Conductor must be enabled.

To find your version of Tableau Server, open Tableau Server in your web browser. In the top

menu bar click the information icon @ in the top right corner and select About Tableau
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Server. A dialog opens that tells you which version of Tableau Server you are using. For
information about how to enable Tableau Prep Conductor, see Step 2: Configure Flow Settings
for your Server in the Tableau Server help.

HH Explore  aifions

cloudfiow2 Yo wr  CMCFlow2(Flow>PDS>Flow.. yg =  CMCFlowDb>PDS Y s CMCTestFlow(DB->PDS) ¢ s CMCTestFlowOutputto DB

CovertFile input - customAndinitials

@ setings

Tableau Cloud

Tableau Prep Conductor was introduced as part of Data Management in Tableau Cloud version
2019.3. To schedule flows to run on Tableau Cloud, you must be using Tableau Cloud version
2019.3 or later and Tableau Prep Conductor must be enabled.

To find your version, open Tableau Cloud in your web browser. In the top menu bar click the
information icon in the top right corner and select About Tableau Cloud. A dialog opens that
tells you which version of Tableau Cloud you are using. For information about enabling Tableau
Prep Conductor, see Tableau Prep Conductor in the Tableau Cloud help.

Mot Voewed -
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Compatibility between different versions of
Tableau Prep Builder

Generally, a new version of Tableau Prep Builder can open flows created in an older version.
However, compatibility issues can occur when you try to open a flow between newer and older
versions of Tableau Prep Builder or even when opening flows in the same version of Tableau
Prep Builder using different computers.

For example:

¢ The flow includes input connectors or features that aren't supported in the version where
the flow is opened.

¢ The machine that you use to open the flow doesn't have the required input connectors
installed or has a driver version for the connector that isn't compatible. Tableau Prep
Builder requires 64-bit drivers to be installed to work with flow input connectors.

If compatibility is an issue, when you try to open the flow, the flow may open but contains errors
or the flow won't open at all and you receive an error message. In the example below, the flow
won't open and an error message displays and lists the incompatible features and options for
resolving the issue.

B8 Tableau Prep Builder - Flow! - O

File Edit Flow Semer Help

Can't open this flow X
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Fix compatibility issues with Tableau Prep Builder
To fix compatibility issues, try one of the following:

¢ Upgrade to the latest version of Tableau Prep Builder.

Click the update button on the bottom of the Discover pane to download the latest version
of the product and follow the instructions to Install Tableau Prep Builder in the Tableau
Desktop and Tableau Prep Builder Deployment Guide. If you don't have access to the
update button on the Discover pane, instructions about how to download the latest version
of the product are included in the Install Tableau Prep Builder topic.

e Make sure your computer is compatible with Tableau Prep Builder. For example, make
sure that you have the 64-bit drivers installed for the connectors used by the flow. To install
drivers, see the Driver Download page.

¢ Open a copy of the flow that has the incompatible features removed.

Compatibility between different versions of
Tableau Prep Builder and Tableau Server

Publishing from a newer version of Tableau Prep Builder to an older version of Tableau Server
can result in compatibility issues. For example, new features added in Tableau Prep Builder
version 2021.3.1 may not be compatible with Tableau Server version 2021.2 but would be
compatible with Tableau Server version 2021.4 and any later major versions of Tableau Server,
such as version 2022.3.

In Tableau Server, Tableau Prep Conductor detects the features that are included in a flow when
it has been published. If it finds features that it doesn't support, the flow can still be published to
Tableau Server, but the flow can't be run, scheduled, or added to a task. Tableau Cloud is
updated automatically on a regular basis, so is generally compatible with all versions of Tableau
Prep Builder.

If you have an older version of Tableau Server, you can still run incompatible flows manually in
Tableau Prep Builder or using the command line. For more information about using this process,
see, Refresh flow output files from the command line.

Detect incompatible features

Depending on the version of Tableau Prep Builder you are using, you can spot incompatible
features in different ways.
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Tableau Prep Builder (version 2020.1.1 and later)

Sign into Tableau Server, and Tableau Prep Builder will detect and disable incompatible
features for you. Features that aren't compatible will show as grayed out, or you will get an
incompatibility message when you publish the flow. If you want to still use the feature and run
the flow manually or from the command line, you can enable grayed out features from the menu.

Note: Starting in Tableau Prep Builder version 2020.1.4, once you sign into your server,
Tableau Prep Builder remembers your server name and credentials when you close the
application so that the next time you open the application you are already logged into your

server.

1. Hover over the disabled feature to see if it's disabled because it isn't compatible with your
server version, then click the Use Features button. This option is available in the Flow
pane and from the menus in the Profile pane, Results pane and data grid.

Note: Features can be disabled for other reasons, such as data updates being
paused or if the option isn't available for a particular step or data type.
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2. The selected feature is applied and all incompatible features are enabled and available to
use. Incompatible features are flagged with a warning so that you can easily find and
remove them if you want to run the flow using a schedule in your version of Tableau
Server.

To disable this feature entirely and enable all incompatible features, do the following:

1. From the top menu, select Help > Settings and Performance > Disable Incompatible

Features.
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Help

Get Started
Cnline Help
Get Support

Choose Language
Settings and Performance

Manage Product Keys...

About Tableau Prep Builder

L4
r

2. Select Disable incompatible features to clear the check mark next to this option. To
enable the feature again, select Disable incompatible features. This option should be

enabled by default.

v
W

Enable Recommendations

Disable incompatible features

Manage Analytics Extension Connection %

Don't send product usage data (requires restart)

Tableau Prep Builder (version 2019.3.1 and later)

As you build your flow, Tableau Prep Builder can detect incompatible features as you add them

and flags these features with an alert icon. You must be signed into your server to see these

alerts. This alert system helps you quickly identify incompatible features in your flow so you can
decide whether to keep the feature in your flow or remove it.

Hover over alerts in the Flow pane to view information about the incompatible feature, or use the
alert center to see more details. In the alert center, click the View in Flow link to navigate directly
to the step, annotation, field or change that triggered the warning.
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Tableau Prep Builder (all versions)

If you publish a flow with incompatible features, the following message is displayed and lists the
features that aren't supported in the version of Tableau Server that you are signed into. In
Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.2.3 and earlier, this is the only way to see which features are
incompatible in your flow.

Note: The error message lists the Tableau Prep Builder version when the feature was
introduced. Tableau Prep Builder doesn't release features in maintenance versions, so
for the feature to be compatible, Tableau Server must be running the next major release
version. In the example below, the Duplicate Fields feature was introduced in Tableau
Prep Builder version 2019.2.3 so it won't be compatible with the 2019.2.3 Tableau Server
maintenance release version. Instead it would be compatible with the next major release
for Tableau Server, version 2019.3.

Incompatible Flow Version >

I. The following features aren’t compatible with your
server version and you won't be able to schedule this
flow to run. To enable scheduling on your server,
remove the incompatible features then publish the

flow.

Incompatible Features

- New Rows (supported inversion 2021.3.1 and later)

- Parameters (supported in version 2021.4.1 and |ater)

If you continue to publish the flow, publishing will complete successfully. However, when you
open the flow in Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud, you will see the following message:
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QL params2_flow_new & -

:I OwnerDataRockstar Modified Nov 17, 2022, 4:15 PM

Overview

Description #

Mo description available

@ This flow includes features that aren't compatib ith your server version 20204 and can’t be edited or scheduled to run

To edit or run this flow. you must dewnload the § ve the incompatible features, then republish it to your server.

Download
—
1 B -
N Output 2
® — > A -
Orcers_Cantral Claan 1 Unien1 Ousput
Py
| [5 ]
<
Qrdars_East
Tags Motags set on this flow. & %

To schedule and run the flow in Tableau Server, you can do one of the following:

» Look for the latest major release of Tableau Server that is compatible with the version of
Tableau Prep Builder that you are using. For example, if you are using features introduced
in Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.2.3, to run the flow in Tableau Server, you would
need the server version to be 2020.3 or later.

Tableau Cloud is updated automatically on a regular basis, usually every quarter. Test
your flow first, to make sure it is compatible with your current version of Tableau Cloud
before publishing.

¢ Before publishing the flow, remove the incompatible features from the flow, then publish
the flow.

« If you already published your flow to Tableau Server, try editing the flow directly on the
server (version 2019.4 and later), download the flow and remove the features, or create
the flow in an older version of Tableau Prep Builder using only the features available in that
version.
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Note: To download a specific version of Tableau Prep Builder, open the
Downloads page and select Tableau Prep Builder from the list on the left side of
the page.

Fixing compatibility issues

If the flow is already published to Tableau Server, try the steps below to remove the
incompatible features using your current version of Tableau Prep Builder. After you remove the
features and no longer see the version incompatibility message or warnings, republish your flow
to Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud and schedule it using the Tableau Prep Conductor.

Note: Tableau Prep Conductor is part of Data Management. It must be enabled in
Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud to run flows using the scheduling functionality. For more
information about Data Management, see Tableau Data Management. For more
information about enabling Tableau Prep Conductor in Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud,
see Step 2: Configure Flow Settings for your Server in the Tableau Server help or
Tableau Prep Conductor in the Tableau Cloud help.

Identify incompatible features

If you are working in Tableau Server, it doesn't currently list the incompatible features in your
flow. To identify the list of features to remove from the flow, you need to open the flow in Tableau
Prep Builder then find and remove them in your flow.

1. Open your flow. If you are in Tableau Prep Conductor, from the More actions =:- menu,

click Download to download and open the flow in Tableau Prep Builder or simply open
the flow in Tableau Prep Builder.
2. If you downloaded the flow, click on the downloaded flow to open it.

3. Depending on your version, do one of the following:

e Version 2019.3.1 and later: From the top menu select Server >Sign In. Make
sure you select the same server that is incompatible with the flow. Any
incompatible steps, annotations, fields, or changes should be marked with an alert
icon.
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In the top right corner of the flow pane, click Alert to view the details for each
incompatible feature. Click View in Flow to navigate to the incompatible feature to
take action.
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¢ Version 2019.2.3 and earlier: From the top menu select Server >Publish Flow. If
you need to sign into the server again, make sure you select the same server that is
incompatible with the flow. A warning dialog opens that lists the features that are not
compatible with your server version. Note the features so you can identify and
remove them from the flow. Then click Cancel to close the dialog.
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Incompatible Flow Version >

I. The following features aren’t compatible with your
server version and you won't be able to schedule this
flow to run. To enable scheduling on your server,
remove the incompatible features then publish the

flow.

Incompatible Features

- New Rows (supported inversion 2021.3.1 and later)

- Parameters (supported in version 2021.4.1 and |ater)

4. From the top menu, click File > Save As to save a copy of your flow. Use the options in
the following sections to remove incompatible features from your flow.

Remove incompatible features from the flow

You can use various methods to find and remove features from your flow. This section shows
some options to help you resolve incompatibility errors.

Incompatible data sources

If the data source isn't compatible, for example a new connector was added that isn't yet
supported in Tableau Prep Conductor, you'll need to connect to a data source that is supported.

To change your data connection see Replace your data source on page 129.

Incompatible features

To remove incompatible features you'll need to find the steps where the features were used and
remove them. You can follow the instructions in Identify incompatible features on page 472 to
locate the incompatible features.

1. Ifthe feature is a step type, in the Flow pane click on the step where the feature is used.
Right-click or Ctrl-click (MacOS) on the step and select Remove.
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2. Ifthe feature is a cleaning operation, in the Flow pane click on the step where the feature is
used. You can hover over the annotations in the Flow pane or in the Profile or Results
panes to see a list of changes.

Note: In Tableau Prep Builder version 2019.1.3 and later you can hover on the icon
that represents the change you are looking for over a step in the Flow pane or in the
profile card then select the annotation from the list of changes. The change is
highlighted in the Changes pane, Profile or Resultspane and data grid.

3. Open the Changes pane if needed, and select the change that matches the feature you
need to remove. Click on the change to select it and click Remove to delete it from the
flow.

Changes (7) <

[5 Calculated Field & X

Notes-Split1

TRIM( SPLIT{ [Motes], *-", 1))

4. Repeat these steps to replace any other features. Then save your flow and republish it.
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Keep Flow Data Fresh

Note: The content in this topic is focused on running flows on a schedule, which requires
the Data Management with Tableau Prep Conductor enabled. Starting in version
2020.4.1, the Data Management isn't required to create and edit flows in Tableau Server
and Tableau Cloud and to run your flows manually.

You've built your flow and cleaned your data, but now you want to share your data set with
others and you want to keep that data fresh. You can manually run your flows in Tableau Prep
Builder and on the web and publish an extract to Tableau Server, but now there’s a better way.

Meet Tableau Prep Conductor, part of Data Management, and available in Tableau Server
starting in version 2019.1 and in Tableau Cloud. If you add this option to your Tableau Server or
Tableau Cloud installation, you can use Tableau Prep Conductor to run your flows on a
schedule to keep your flow data fresh.

For information about how to configure Tableau Prep Conductor, see Tableau Prep Conductor
contentin the Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud help.

And starting in version 2021.3, you can run up to 20 flows on a schedule, one after the other
using the new Linked Tasks option. For more information about running flows using linked tasks,
see Schedule linked tasks in the Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud help.
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Note:If Tableau Catalog is installed, you can also see data quality warnings about your
flow input data and view the upstream and downstream impact of fields in your flow on the
new Lineage tab. For more information about Tableau Catalog, see About Tableau
Catalog in the Tableau Server help.

With Tableau Prep Conductor you can do the following:

« Configure your Server or Site to use Tableau Prep Conductor
+ Enable or disable Tableau Prep Conductor for individual sites

¢ Set up email naotifications for flow failures for flows that are run either on-demand or
using a schedule

« Configure flow timeout settings

e Publish a flow from Tableau Prep Builder to Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud. Starting in
version 2020.4.1, the Data Management is not required to publish flows to the web.

¢ Upload data files or connect directly to your files (Tableau Prep Builder only) or
databases. If connecting to databases, you can either embed the database
credentials or require a user prompt.
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Note: If you connect to data files through a direct connection or publish your
flow output to a file share, the files need to be in a location that Tableau
Server can access. This option is not available for flows created on the web.
For more information see Step 4: Safe list Input and Output locations in the
Tableau Server help.

¢ Select from a project hierarchy when publishing your flows
¢ Enter tags and a description to help others find your flow
¢ Manage the flow
¢ Set permissions
¢ Move the flow to a different project
¢ Change the flow owner
e Add or edit tags

e View the version history and select from the list to restore the flow to a previous
version

¢ Mark a flow as a favorite and add it to your favorites list

e Edit an input connection and update credentials

¢ View data sources created from a flow and link back to the flow that created it
¢ Create schedules to run your flows or run your schedules on demand

¢ Add scheduled tasks to run the flow and select which flow outputs to update
¢ Add scheduled linked tasks to run multiple flows one after the other

¢ Run the flow on demand without a schedule
* Monitor the flow
¢ Setup email alert notifications

* View errors

Monitor and restart flows that have been suspended

View run history

Use Admin views
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Run your Flow

Important: Starting in version 2020.4.1, Data Management is no longer required to run flows

manually on the web. It is only required (with Tableau Prep Conductor enabled) if you plan to run

your flows on a schedule.

To generate your flow output you need to run your flow. When you run the flow, all of your data

(not just the data sample you might be working with) is run through your flow steps. All of your

cleaning operations are applied to your full data set, resulting in a tidy, clean data set that you can

now use to analyze your data.

Note: Starting in version 2021.4.1, when you run flows that include parameters, you'll be

prompted to enter parameter values. You must enter required parameter values. You can

also enter any optional parameter values or accept the current (default) value for the

parameter. For more information about using parameters in flows, see Run flows with

parameters on page 225.

Flow run options

Run your flows manually, from the command line, using Tableau Server REST API flow methods,

or using a schedule.

Manual: Run your flows manually any time in Tableau Prep Builder and on the web. The
Data Management isn't required. Flows on the web must be published before they can be
run. For more information, see Publishing flows in the Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud
help.

Command Line interface: If you don't have the Data Management you can run flows one
at a time using the command line interface. For more information, see Refresh flow out-
put files from the command line on page 444.

REST API: Use the Flow and Flow Task REST API methods in Tableau Server to run
flows. The Data Management is required. For more information, see Flow Methods in the
Tableau REST API help.

Using a schedule: In Tableau Server and Tableau Cloud you can schedule single flows to
run or run multiple flows one after the other using linked tasks. Your server must include
Data Management with Tableau Prep Conductor enabled.
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For more information, see Tableau Prep Conductor in the Tableau Server or Tableau
Cloud help. For information about scheduling your flow to run automatically, see
Schedule a Flow Task in the Tableau Server help.

Run flows manually

When you run flows manually, you can run one flow at a time. You can run the whole flow or run

the flow for a selected output.

If running flows in web authoring (version 2020.4 and later) the flow must be published to the
server to run it, and you can't run another flow until the first flow is finished, even from a separate
tab. For more information, see Publish a Flow to Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud on

page 482.

In Tableau Cloud, the number of flow runs you can perform in a day is also limited by the site
administrator. For more information, see Tableau Cloud Site Capacity in the Tableau Cloud
help.

1. In Tableau Prep Builder or on your server, open your flow.
2. Do one of the following:

* From the top menu, click Run = to run the entire flow, or click the drop down arrow

to select a flow output in the list.

File Edit Flow Server Help
« >E|8|e >

Create "Annual Regional Perform...

Create 'Superstore Sales.hyper’

On the server, from the Explore page, right-click or Cmd-click (MacOS) - More

actions and select Run Now from the menu. This will run your entire flow.
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 Click on an Output step in your flow, then in the Output pane, click Run Flow.

If the flow isn't open on the web you will need to click Edit Flow to open your flow in
editing mode, then either click Publish to publish the flow, or accept the prompt to
publish the flow, then click Run Flow.
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Publish a Flow to Tableau Server or Tableau
Cloud

Important: Starting in version 2020.4.1, Data Management is no longer required to publish your
flows to Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud, or run flows manually on the web. Itis only required
(with Tableau Prep Conductor enabled) if you plan to run your flows on a schedule.

Publish your flows to Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud to share them with others or
automatically run them on a schedule and refresh the flow output using Tableau Prep
Conductor. You can also manually run individual flows on the server. Flows created or edited on
the web (version 2020.4 and later) must first be published before they can be run.

For information about publishing flows on the web, see Publishing flows in the Tableau Server
or Tableau Cloud help. For information about running flows, see Run your Flow on page 479.

Before you publish
To make sure that you can run your flow, check the following:

1. Verify that there are no errors in the flow.

Flows that contain errors will fail when you try to run them in Tableau Server or Tableau
Cloud. Errors in the flow are identified by a red exclamation mark and a red dot with an

Errors indicator in the upper right corner of the canvas.

2. Verify that your flow doesn't include input connectors or features that aren't compatible
with your version of Tableau Server. Flows created on the web are always compatible
with the server version they are created on.
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You can still publish flows from Tableau Prep Builder that include connectors or features
that aren't yet supported in your version of Tableau Server, but you can't schedule them to
run.

For example, the SAP HANA connector was introduced in Tableau Prep Builder version
2019.1.4 but this connector isn't supported until Tableau Server version 2019.2 for
Tableau Prep Conductor. When you publish the flow, you would see a message similar to
the following:

Incampatible Flew Version 4

Tableau Freg Candwctor is an alder version than Tableau Frep
Builder and doesn: support the following features in this flow.
If you publish the flow with these features, Tableau Prep
Conductor can't run the flaw,

Database Connections Using Varishles (supperted inversion

2019, 1.2 and lazer)

Note: To schedule flows to run on Tableau Server, you must be using Tableau
Server version 2019.1 or later and Tableau Prep Conductor must be enabled.

To run your flow in Tableau Server, you need to take the appropriate actions to make the
flow compatible. For more information about working with incompatible flows, see Version
Compatibility with Tableau Prep on page 463.

3. Flows thatinclude input or output steps with connections to a network share require safe
listing. Tableau Cloud doesn't support this option and files must be packaged with the flow
on publish.

Note: Currently, flows that are created on the web can only output to a published
data source or a database.

Tableau Prep Builder

Flow input and output steps that point to files stored in a network share (UNC path) aren’t
permitted unless the file and path is accessible by the server and are included in your
organization's safe list. If you publish the flow without adding the file location to your safe

Tableau Software 483



Tableau Prep Help

list, the flow will publish, but you will get an error when you try and run the flow manually or
using a schedule in Tableau Server.

If the files aren't stored in a safe listed location, you will see a warning message when you

publish the flow.

Click the "list" link in the message to see a list of allowed locations. Move your files to one
of the locations in the list, and make sure that your flow points to these new locations.
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In Tableau Server, to configure the allowed network paths, use the tsm command options
described in Step 4: Safe list Input and Output locations in the Tableau Server help.

If you don't want to move your files to a safe listed location, you will need to package the
input files with the flow and publish the flow output to Tableau Server as a published data
source. For more information about setting these options, see Publish a flow from
Tableau Prep Builder on page 487 in this topic.

4. (Tableau Prep Builder only) If your flow output steps are set to Publish as a data
source, all flow output steps must point to the same server or site where the flow is
published. They can point to different projects on that server or site, but only one server or
site can be selected.

To set the publishing location for your output steps, do the following:
a. Inthe flow pane, select the output step.
b. Inthe publishing pane, select Publish as a data source.

c. Selectthe server or site and the project where you want to publish the flow. Sign in
to the server or site if needed.

d. Enter a name and description for each output.

The output file name should be distinctive enough so that the person running the
flow can easily identify which output files to refresh. The file name shows on the
Overview and Connections page for the flow in Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud.

e. Save your flow.
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For more information about how to configure output steps for publishing, see
Create data extract files and published data sources on page 402.

5. Set your server authentication method (version 2025.3 and later)

To provide better support for single sign-on (SSO) and multi-factor authentication (MFA)
when you sign into Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud from Tableau Prep Builder you can
choose to authenticate using either the embedded browser packaged with Tableau Prep
or your external browser. The default setting is Use server settings.

When you sign in, Tableau Prep Builder will check if the server's preferred authentication
method is set to External browser. This is enabled by your administrator. If that setting is
not enabled, then Tableau Prep defaults to the embedded browser. You can also
manually select a different option from the menu, and Tableau Prep will use the selected
method when authenticating.

B8 Tabieau Frep Builder
File Edit Flow Server Help
Sign In... Fi1
[
Publish Flow... ali
Re:
Server Authentication Method (Use sarver cattings) > o Usa server settings
Embedded browser
» —
. — Diefault browsear
L ]
P =
- — i — T i
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To view or change your authentication method, do the following:

1. In Tableau Prep Builder, from the top menu, select Server > Server
Authentication Method.

2. Inthe menu, click on one of the following options to set your authentication method:

* Use server settings (default): Use the preferred authentication method set
by your administrator. This can be either the default browser or the
embedded browser. For more information about how to configure this setting
as an administrator, see tsm configuration set Options.

* Embedded browser: Use the default version of Chromium packaged with
Tableau Builder.

» Default browser: Use the browser default set for your machine, such as
Chrome, Edge, Firefox, Safari, and so on.

Publish a flow from Tableau Prep Builder

Note: When you publish a flow, you are automatically assigned as the default flow owner.
If the flow connects to a published data source, the server uses the flow owner to connect
to the published data source. Only the Site or Server Administrator can change the flow
owner, and only to themselves.

1. Open your flow in Tableau Prep Builder.

2. From the top menu select Server > Publish Flow.

File Edit Flow Server Help
- Signed in to http://MyServer (Default) L
Publish Flow F10

3. Complete the fields for your platform. Then click Publish. Tableau Server or Tableau

Cloud opens automatically in your default browser on the flow Overview page.

Tableau Server
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1. Inthe Publish to Tableau Server dialog, complete the following fields:

* Project: Click the drop-down option to select your project from the project hier-
archy. This should be the same project that the output files are published to.

¢ Name: Enter a name for your flow. This name shows on the server on the Flow
pages. If you want to overwrite an existing flow, click the drop-down option to select
a name from the list.

¢ Description (optional): Enter a description for the flow.

* Tags (optional): Click Add to type in one or more tags to identify your flow so
users can easily find it. Tags can also be added after publishing in the Flow pages
in Tableau Server.

2. Click Edit in the Connections section to edit connections settings or change
authentication.
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Files

By default, file input connections are packaged with the flow. Packaged files aren't
refreshed when the flow is run in Tableau Server. All files must have the same setting,
either Upload or Direct Connection.

Direct Connection

To retrieve the most current data when refreshing the output files, select Direct
Connection if Tableau Server can connect to the file location and the location is included
in your organization's safe list.
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Default ¥
Name
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File Upload Connection i
Select al @) () '

Orders_Central.csv

' orders_south_2015 . csv
return reasons_new. xlsx ;
Orders_West.csv i
Orders_East.xlsx :

Quota.xlsx

Files stored in a network share

If your input or output steps point to files stored in a network share (UNC path) and the
location isn't included in your organization's safe list, you will see a warning message.
Click the link in the message to see a list of safe listed locations, move your files and point
your input and output steps to the new file location. For more information, see Step 3 in
Before you publish on page 482.
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For information about how to add locations to your organization's safe list, see Step 4: Safe
list Input and Output locations in the Tableau Server help.

Parameters in the input file path

Starting in version 2022.1.1, you can schedule and run flows on the web that include
parameters in the input file path. This requires a direct file connection.

If your files are packaged with your flow or you are using an earlier version of Tableau
Prep, any parameters included in the file paths are changed to the current (default) value
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and the file path is made static. For more information about using parameters in flows,
see Apply parameters to input steps on page 215.

Databases

If your flow connects to one or more databases, select one of the following authentication
types to use to connect to the flow input data sources.

e Server Run As Account: The server’'s Run As User account will authenticate all
users.

¢ Prompt User: You must edit the connection in Tableau Server and enter the data-
base credentials before running the flow.

e Embedded Password: The credentials you used to connect to the data will be
saved with the connection and used when the flow is run on a schedule. If you open
the flow to edit it, you'll need to re-enter your credentials.
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Add Credentials (version 2020.1.1 and later)

If you connect to cloud connectors, you can add your credentials directly from the
Publish Flow dialog to embed them in the flow.

1.

Tableau Software

Publish Flow to Tableau Server

Froject

Default

MName

SalesAssembly

Description

Tzgs

Add

Connections Edit

Data Source

mysqgl.lan
mssal.lan
gcloudsagl.lan

memsgl.lan

Authentication

Embedded password

Embedded password

Frompt user

Embedded password

drop-down menu.

Click Edit in the Connections section, or click Edit credentials from the
warning message. Then click Add credentials from the Authentication
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Publish Flow to Tableau Server X
Project
Default ¥
Mamea

Enzertzinment Data -

s
Description
Tags
Add
Cannections Edit
i Data Source Authentication
publicdata Prompt user b

Prompt user
n Qne or more connections prompt for Byl
schedule the flaw to run on your server,  Add credentials...
credentials for the connections must besecopemossaveo oo

your account. Edit connections

2. Inthe confirmation dialog, click Continue. Tableau Prep Builder
automatically opens the Account Settings page for the server you are signed
into.

Add credentials to your account

You need to add credentials for the connector in your Account Settings
page in Tableau Server, then embed them in this flow. Click Continue to
navigate to your Account Settings page.

3. Add your credentials, then navigate back to Tableau Prep Builder.
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4.

5. Click Edit in the Connections section and verify that your credentials were

Tableau Software

Projects o0 Workbooks

Saved Credentials for Data Sources

Views 66 Metrics

Userl

Userl

Userl@MvCompany.com

Marketo

ServiceNow ITSM
Anaplan

Google Ads

Intuit QuickBooks Online
LinkedIn Sales Navigator
Oracle Eloqua

Esri ArcGIS Server

Box

Dropbox

Google Drive

OneDrive

Google Analytics

Google BigQuery

Google Sheets

Snowflake

Data Sources 1

Alerts 0 Subscriptions o Settings

Clear Al Saved Credentials...

In the Finish adding credentials dialog, click Done.

Finish adding credentials

To finish adding the credentials to your account and embed them in this

flow, click Done.

added and embedded in your flow.
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Publish Flow to Tableau Server X

Project
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Data Source Authentication
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Tableau Cloud

1. Inthe Publish to Tableau Cloud dialog, complete the following fields:
¢ Project: Click the drop-down option to select your project from the project hier-
archy. This should be the same project that the output files are published to.
¢ Name: Enter a name for your flow. This name shows on the server on the Flow
pages. If you want to overwrite an existing flow, click the drop-down option to select
a name from the list.
¢ Description (optional): Enter a description for the flow.
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» Tags (optional): Click Add to type in one or more tags to identify your flow so users
can easily find it. Tags can also be added after publishing in the Flow pages in

Tableau Server.

2. Click Edit in the Connections section to edit connections settings or change

authentication.

Connections Edit

Files

Tableau Cloud doesn't support direct file connections for input step data and you must
package your files with the flow. Packaged files aren't refreshed when the flow is runin

Tableau Cloud.

Running Tableau Prep Conductor to refresh Tableau Prep flows that connect to flat files
via Bridge isn't supported. To enable successful Prep Conductor flow refreshes, move the
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flat file to a location that is accessible by Tableau Cloud directly (Google Drive, Box,
Dropbox, etc.)

Note: Scheduling and running flows that include parameters in the input file path
isn't currently supported in Tableau Cloud because this requires a direct file
connection. When you publish the flow, any parameters included in the file paths
are changed to the current (default) value and the file path is made static.

As an alternative, you can run flows with parameters in the file path in Tableau
Prep Builder or using the command line. For more information about using
parameters in flows, see Apply parameters to input steps on page 215.

Databases

To keep data fresh when publishing flows to Tableau Cloud, you can only connect directly
to cloud-hosted data sources. For more information about direct connections supported
by Tableau Cloud, see Allow Direct Connections to Data Hosted on a Cloud Platform.

If you connect to on-premises data sources, starting in version 2025.1, you can use a
Tableau Bridge Client to connect to and refresh your data in Tableau Cloud. To use the
Tableau Bridge client:

¢ The Tableau Bridge client must be configured to use a Bridge Client pool (not the
default pool)

¢ One or more connected bridge clients must be included in the pool and the clients
must be active

¢ The domain must be specified through the Private Network Allowlist and
configured to be part of the pool.
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General Authentication Bridge Data Connect Extensions Integrations Connected Apps Mobile

Save

Tableau Bridge

Tableau Bridge clients can refresh extracts and maintain live connections to on-premises
data. Learn more

Client Not Running Notifications

vhen a scheduled refresh can't start because the linked

n Bridge clients aren't running

Pooling

Tableau Cloud distributes live queries and extract refreshes across Bridge clients within
assigned pools. Learn more

-+ Add New Pool

Pool name Clients in pool Active clients Pool status @

o nsles 1 1 B reaoy P

For more information, see Configure the Bridge Client Pool in the Tableau Cloud help.

Note: When connecting to on-premises data sources in previous versions of
Tableau Prep, you must first convert the data sources to a published data source
and Tableau Cloud can use a Tableau Bridge client to connect to your data if
Tableau Bridge is configured for the data source.

For more information about using a Tableau Bridge, see Allow your Publishers to Maintain
Live Connections to On Premises Data.

If your flow connects to a cloud-based data source that supports a direct connection, select
one of the following authentication types to use to connect to the flow input data sources.

¢ Prompt User: You must edit the connection in Tableau Cloud and enter the
database credentials before running the flow.

 Embedded Password: The credentials you used to connect to the data will be
saved with the connection and used when the flow is run on a schedule. If you open
the flow to edit it, you'll need to re-enter your credentials.
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Publish Flow to Tableay Onling X
Froject
Dinta Preg
Hame
Laleshssemibly
Des an
LEH
Ashd
efnEctisng
Data Source Direct Connection Publish Data Source Authentication
nysal lam o = Ermbedded passweed  w
mzzgl-fan o ® Embedded password ¥
geloudsal.lan = O Embedded pastvied =
eaprggl lan o (= Prompt user
Embedded password
(i) Tablesu Online can’t connect directly to on-premises data sources. Sebect Pubdish Data Source to conwert the
connections to published data sounces

» If you are not using a Tableau Bridge client to connect to your on-premises data
source, select the Publish Data Source radio button. Selecting this option con-
verts the data source input connection to a published data source when you pub-
lish the flow to Tableau Cloud.

If Tableau Bridge is configured for the data source and the data source is
supported by Tableau Cloud, the data can be refreshed when the flow is run. See
Allow Direct Connections to Data Hosted on a Cloud Platform for more information.
* To replace the on-premises data source connections for the flow in Tableau Prep
Builder with the published data source, select Update flow inputs to use pub-
lished data sources in the More options section before publishing your flow.

If you don't select the check box, the flow in Tableau Prep Builder remains
connected to the local on-premises data source and the flow in Tableau Prep
Builder can become out of sync with the published version of the flow. To continue
working with your flow, you would need to download the flow from Tableau Cloud to
edit it, then republish it.
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Update flow inputs to use published data scurces

Add Credentials (version 2020.1.1 and later)

If you connect to cloud connectors, you can add your credentials directly from the Publish
Flow dialog to embed them in the flow..

1. Click Edit in the Connections section, or click Edit credentials from the warning
message. Then click Add credentials from the Authentication drop-down menu.
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Publish Flow to Tableau Online X
Project
E|E P Search
Name
My entertainment flow
Description
Tags
Add
Connections Edijt
£ Data Source Direct Connection Publish Data Source Authentication
mssg| ® O Server RunAsacco.. ¥
publicdata ® O Prompt user v
£ Prompt user
(i) Tableau Online can’t connect directly to on-premises data sources. Select Publish Data S¢
connections to published data sources. Ldd credentials..

In the confirmation dialog, click Continue. Tableau Prep Builder automatically
opens the Account Settings page for the server you are signed into.

Add credentials to your account

¥ou need to add credentials for the connector in your Account Settings
page in Tableau Server, then embed them in this flow. Click Continue to
navigate to your Account Settings page.

Add your credentials, then navigate back to Tableau Prep Builder.
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4.

5. Click Edit in the Connections section and verify that your credentials were added

Content 8

Saved Credentials for
Data Sources

Alerts O

Subscriptions 0

Anaplan (deprecated)

Esri ArcGIS Server

Oracle Eloqua (deprecated)
LinkedIn Sales Navigator (deprecated)
SarviceNow [TSM (deprecated)
Intuit QuickBooks Online (deprecated)
Marketo (deprecated)

Azure Data Lake Storage Gen2
Box

Dropbax

Google Drive

Onelrive and SharePoint Online
Google Analytics

Google BigQuery

Google Sheets (deprecated) (1)
Salesforce

Dremio

Linkedin Sales Navigator
ShareFoint Lists (JDEC)
Foundry by Palantir

Salesforce UIP

Amazon Redshift

SAP HANA

Azure SQL Database

Google Analytics 4

Google BigQuery (JOBC)
Snowflake

Salesforce Data Cloud
Databricks

Amazon Athena

Azure Synapse Anslytics

Esri

Performance

Add

Add
Add

Add
Add
Add
Add
Add
Add
Add

Add
Add
Add
Add

Add
Add

Add
Add
Add
Add
Add
Add
Add

Add
Add
Add

Collections 0

Setiings

Clear All Saved Credentials...

In the Finish adding credentials dialog, click Done.

Finish adding credentials

To finish adding the credentials to your account and embed them in this

flow, click Done.

and embedded in your flow.
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Publish Flow to Tableau Online >
Project
EB|E| P Search
Name
My entertainment flow
Description
Tags
Add
Connections Egit
Data Source Direct Connection Publish Data Source Authentication
mssql ® O Server RunAs acco.. ¥
publicdata ® O Embed mwaml@.. ¥
Prompt user
(i) Tableau Online can’t connect directly to on-premises data sources. Select Publish Data S¢  Embed mwaml@a...
connections to published data sources.
tax'd 1 hamlet | 1,600 Add cradentials..
tomb 1 hamlet 1,600

Who can do this

e Server Administrator, Site Administrator Creator, and Creator allow full connecting and
publishing access.

¢ Creator can perform web authoring tasks.

e Explorer (can publish)
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Day in the Life Scenarios

What does it mean to shape data? How does that impact what visualizations can be built and
what analysis can be performed? In the tutorials below, we explore scenarios for analysis and
visualization, identify the data limitations holding us back, then see how Tableau Prep can help
us shape the data to reach our intended outcome.

Download the data sets and follow along with these day in the life scenarios using Tableau Prep
and Tableau Desktop. Learn how to apply the features and functions in Tableau Prep to get your
data ready for analysis in Tableau Desktop.

Give us your feedback. We are just starting to build this section of the online help. If there
are specific scenarios you'd love to see here, please let us know. Use the feedback bar at
the top of the page to tell us more.

To complete the tasks in these tutorials, you need Tableau Prep and Tableau Desktop installed,
and you'll need to download and save the data to your computer.

For information about how to install Tableau Prep and Tableau Desktop, see Install Tableau
Desktop or Tableau Prep Builder from the User Interface in the Tableau Desktop and Tableau
Prep Deployment guide. Otherwise you can download the Tableau Prep and Tableau Desktop
free trials.

Hospital Bed Use with Tableau Prep

Reaching capacity in a hospital is problematic but so is an overabundance of resources. It's
important to understand hospital beds from the perspective of the bed as a resource. However,
the data is often stored from the perspective of a patient. How can we take data that captures
when patients are in beds and determine the bed usage?

Note: To complete the tasks in these tutorials, you need Tableau Prep and optionally
Tableau Desktop installed:

To install Tableau Prep and Tableau Desktop see the Tableau Desktop and Tableau Prep

Deployment guide. Otherwise you can download the Tableau Prep and Tableau Desktop
free trials.
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You will also need to download three data files. It is recommended to save them in your

My Tableau Prep Repository > Datasources folder.

- Beds.xlsx

- Hours.xIsx

- Patient Beds.xIsx

The Data

For our four beds, A, B, C, and D, we track which patient was in the bed and their start and end

time there. The data looks like this:

A

OO mmmE®EEEE B

E

Hospital Bed Patient

Person 1
Person 5
Person 9
Person &
Person 2
Person &
Person 7
Person 10
Person 3
Person 4

C

Start Time

1/1/2018 8:34
1/1/2018 9:55
1/1/2018 10:34
1/1/2018 17:00
1/1/2018 8:45
1/1/2018 15:13
1/1/2018 18:41
1/1/2018 22:13
1/1/2018 9:05
1/1/2018 9:30

Preliminary Analysis

D

End Time

1/1/2018 9:34
1/1/2018 10:15
1/1/2018 16:34
1/1/2018 23:00
1/1/2018 13:45
1/1/2018 18:27
1/1/2018 21:56
1/1/2018 23:43

1/1/2018 9:35

If we bring this data into Tableau Desktop, we can create a Gantt chart to show when patients

are in beds.

o e o
Color Size Labe

0

Deta Tooltip
:
I3] SUM(Duration)
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This is a useful visual. We can see that there are only small gaps in use for beds A and B, but bed
C is very under-used. Bed D's patient has no end time, but we could address that with some
calculations. This gives us a visual overview of how the beds are used.

However, what if we wanted to count the hours when a bed was empty? Or compare open bed
time before and after a new policy is put in place? There's no easy way to do that with the data as
it's currently structured.

Desired Data Structure

By creating some very basic data sets and combining them in Tableau Prep, we can modify this
data set into a form that will allow us to perform deeper analysis and create even more useful
visualizations.

Before we jump into Tableau Prep, let's step back and think about what we need to create to
answer the question, "How many hours was each bed empty?"

We need to be able to look at each bed for each hour, and know whether or not there was a
patient in the bed. Right now, the data is solely when a patient was in the bed; we haven't given
Tableau information about the empty hours.

To create that full matrix of all beds and all hours, we'll create two new data sets. One is simply a
list of beds (A, B, C, D) and the other is a list of hours (1, 2, 3, ..., 23, 24). By performing a cross
join (joining every row in one data set with every row in the other data set) we'll wind up with every
possible combination of beds and hours.

The Beds.xlIsx data set The Hours.xlIsx data set And the cross joined results

looks like this: looks like this: look like this:
A A A B
1 Bed 1 'Hour 1 Bed Hour

2 A 2 1 2 A 1

3 B 3 2 3 |B 1

4 |C 4 3 4 |C 1

5 |D 3 4 5 |D 1

& 5 B (A 2

7 & 7 B 2

Next, we'll bring in the Patient Beds information, labeling each bed-hour combination as having
a specific patient or not. We wind up with a data set that has a row for each bed-hour, and if a
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patient was in the bed, their number and start and end times. Null values indicate the bed was

unoccupied.
A B C D E

1 |Bed Hour Patient Start Time End Time

29 D 7

30 A 8 Person 1 1/1/2018 8:34 1/1/2018 9:34
31 |B 8 Person 2 1/1/2018 8:45 1/1/2018 13:45
32 |C 8

33D 8

34 A 9 Person s 1/1/2018 9:55 1/1/2018 10:15
35 A 9 Person 1 1/1/2018 8:34 1/1/2018 9:34
36 |B 9 Person 2 1/1/2018 8:45 1/1/2018 13:45
37 C 9 Person 3 1/1/2018 9:05 1/1/2018 9:35
38 |D 9 Person 4 1/1/2018 9:30

359 A 10 Person 9 1/1/2018 10:34 1712018 16:34
40 |A 10 Person 5 1/1/2018 9:55 1/1/2018 10:15
41 |B 10 Person 2 1/1/2018 8:45 1/1/2018 13:45
42 |C 10
43 D 10 Person 4 1/1/2018 9:30
A4 A 11 Parcnn 9 1/1/7012 1024 1/1/7012 1624

With the data in this structure, we can perform analyses like this, which enables us to investigate
unoccupied beds as easily as patient beds.
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Bed Utilization by Hour

O
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Bed Hours by Patient

Number of Hours

Restructuring the Data

So how do we get there with Tableau Prep? We'll build out the flow in two parts, first building the
Bed Hours matrix, then combining it with the Patient Beds data. Make sure you've downloaded all
three Excel files (Beds.xlsx, Hours.xlsx, and Patient Beds.xIsx) to follow along.

Bed Hour Matrix
First, we'll connect to the Beds.xlIsx file.

1. Open Tableau Prep.
2. From the start screen, select Connect to Data.
3. Onthe Connections pane, select Microsoft Excel. Navigate to where you saved Bed-

s.xlsx and select Open.
4. The Beds sheet should automatically be brought out to the Flow pane.

Tip: For more information about connecting to data, see Connect to Data on page 75.

Next, we need to create a field we can use to do the cross join with the Hours data set. We'll add
a calculation that is simply the value 1.
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5. Inthe Flow pane, select Beds and select the suggested Clean Step.

6. With the Clean step we just added, the Profile pane will come up. Select Create Cal-
culated Field in the toolbar.

7. Name the field Cross Join and enter the value 1.

8. The Data grid should update show the current state of the data.

Cross Join Bed
1 A
1 B
1 C
1 D

Now we'll repeat the process with the Hours data set.

Expand for directions

9. Onthe Connections pane, select the Add connection k== button to add another data con-

nection.
10. Choose Microsoft Excel and then select the Hours.xlIsx file and click Open.
11. Inthe Flow pane, select Hours and select the suggested Clean Step to add it to the flow.
12. From the toolbar in the Profile pane, create a calculated field named Cross Join and
enter the value 1.

Cross Join Hour
1 1
1 2
1 3

Both data sets now have a shared field, Cross Join, and can be joined.

13. Join the two cleaning steps by dragging Clean 2 onto Clean 1 and dropping it on the Join
option.
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=
(03 ——
Join
Beds = Unian :EE_:%

Hours Clean 2

14. Inthe Join Profile below, the join configurations should populate automatically.
¢ Because we named both fields Cross Join, Tableau Prep automatically identifies
them as the shared field and creates the appropriate Applied Join Clauses.

e The default Join Type is inner, which is what we want.

« This join will match all rows from Beds with all rows from Hours, as seen in the Data

grid.

EEE (2 s

et Joun Creas o S) Crowa doin

A. Join clause
B. Join type

C. Data grid results

Tip: For more information about joins, see Join your data on page 374.

We no longer need the Cross Join fields, so we can remove them.
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15. Inthe Flow pane, select Join 1, select the plus':.-')' icon, and add a Clean Step.

16. Select the fields Cross Join-1 and Cross Join, and select Remove Fields.
17. Double click on the Clean 3 label and rename that step Bed Hour Matrix.

We now have the Bed Hour Matrix data set that contains all beds and all hours and have finished
the first part of building our data set.

Patient Bed Use

Part two is bringing in the patient bed usage. To start, we'll connect to the data.

1. Onthe Connections pane, select the Add connection button to add another data con-
nection.

2. Choose Microsoft Excel and then select the Patient Beds.xlIsx file, and select Open.

3. Inthe Flow pane, select Patient Beds, then select the suggested Clean Step to add it to
the flow.

Because the Bed Hour Matrix file is based on hour but Patient Beds is based on actual time, we
need to pull the hour out of the Patient Beds start and end times. Additionally, for the end time,
we want to ensure that if a patent is still in the bed at the end of the day (midnight, hour 24) we
indicate that the bed is occupied even though there's no end time in the data set. We'll add a
calculated field in this new step.

4. Inthe toolbar, click Create Calculated Field.

5. Name the field Start Hour. For the calculation, enter DATEPART ( 'hour', [Start
Time]).

6. This takes the hour of the start time and pulls it out. Therefore, "1/1/18 9:35 AM" becomes
simply "9".

7. Create another calculated field named End Hour. For the calculation, enter TFNULL
(DATEPART ('hour', [End Time]), 24).

The DATEPART portion takes the hour of the end time. The TFNULL portion will assign an
end time of 24 (midnight) to any missing end time.

Now we're ready to join patient bed usage to the Bed Hour Matrix. This is a bit more complex
join than we did previously. An inner join would only return values present in both data sets.
Because we want to make sure we keep all the bed-hour slots, regardless of whether or not a
patient was in the bed, we'll need to do a left join. This will result in a lot of nulls, but that's
appropriate.
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We also need to match when a bed-hour slot is taken by a patient (or patients). So in addition to
matching the bed the patient is in we also need to consider the time. The Bed Hour Matrix data
set just has an Hour field, and the Patient Beds data set has Start Hour and End Hour. We'll
use some basic logic to determine if a patient should be assigned to a given bed-hour slot: A
patient is considered in a bed if their start hour is less than or equal to (<=) the bed-hour slot AND
their end hour is greater than or equal to (>=) the bed-hour slot.

Therefore, three join clauses are needed to appropriately match these two data sets together.

9. Join the Clean 3 step with the Bed Hour Matrix step.
10. Inthe Applied Join Clauses area, the default should be Hour = End Hour. Select the join
clause to change the operator from "=" to "<=",

Applied Join Clauses ar Join Clauses |:|E
Bed Hour Matrix Clean 2
B=d Hour Matrix Clgan 3
Hour - End Hour
Abc Bed | # EndHour
# Hour - Es EndTime
==
Abe Hospital Bed
=
<= | Abc Patient
# Start Hour

ER StartTime

11. Select the plus @ button in the upper right corner of the Applied Join Clauses area to
add another join clause. Set it to Hour >= Start Hour. Add a third join clause for Bed =

Hospital Bed.
12. Inthe Join Type section, select the unshaded area of the graphic next to Bed Hour Mat-
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rix to change the join type to a Left join.

_@ i D) s g

® — ® — pyv
wers tand Faes et taant
Jain3 Efields 5 rows T Fidter Valoes.. G Creste Cabculsted Field... Euj E| |2 Search

Sentings

Applied sin Claaies

Haur <= EndHour

Hour 3= SraerHour —

Bed = Hospited Bed Y 1 B g 5 ¢

Bed  Hour  MospitalBed  Patient  Stast Time Start Hi

El A Fersenl OLOL2018, 053400AM & =

2 A Persenl  QLDL2018, 0B:3200AM &
10 A Ferson 5 010172018, 095500 &AM 2

3 A Persen 5 QLIOLR20LE 035500AM 5 =

Note: If you drag the Bed Hour Matrix to Clean 3 instead of the other way around, the
desired results can be obtained by using a right join instead of a left join. The order of
dragging the steps matters for the orientation of the join. The join clauses will also be in
reverse order—be sure to preserve the correct logic of comparing the hours.

Our data is now joined, but we should clean up some artifacts from the join and make sure the
fields are tidy. We no longer need Start Hour and End Hour. Hospital Bed and Bed are also
redundant. Finally, a value of null in the Patient field really means the bed is unoccupied.

14. Inthe Flow pane, add a cleaning step so we can tidy up the joined data.

15. Ctrl+click (Command+click on Mac) to multi select the fields End Hour, Start Hour, and
Hospital Bed, then select Remove Fields in the toolbar.

16. On the Patient field profile card, double click the null value and type Unoccupied.

We now have a data structure with a row for every bed-hour; if there was a patient in bed during
that hour, we have the patient information as well. All that remains to do is add an output step
and generate the data set itself.
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17. Inthe Flow pane, select Clean 4, select the plus @ icon, and add an Output step.

18. Inthe Output pane, change the Output type to .csv then select Browse.

19. Enter Bed Hour Patient Matrix for the name and choose the desired location before
selecting Accept to save.

20. SelecttheRun Flow button at the bottom of the pane to generate your output. Select Done
in the status dialog to close the dialog.

Tip: For more information about outputs and running a flow, see Save and Share Your
Work on page 397.

The final flow should look like this:

Analysis in Tableau Desktop

To install Tableau Desktop before continuing with this tutorial, you can download the free trial.

Now that we have the data set in the desired structure, we can perform deeper analysis than with
the original data.

1. Open Tableau Desktop. In the Connect pane, select Text file, navigate to the Bed Hour
Patient Matrix.csv file, and select Open.

2. Onthe Data source tab, the data should appear in the canvas by default. Navigate to
Sheet 1.

3. Inthe Data pane, drag Hour above the line separating Measures and Dimensions to make
it a discrete dimension.
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Tables
Abc Bed
ER EndTime

Abc  Patient
w SUECHDLE)

(5

abe Measure NSEE D mensions
#  Haour Measures
#  Bed Hour Fatient Matrix.c..

H*  Measure Values

4. Drag Bed to the Rows shelf and Hour to the Columns shelf.
5. Drag Patient to the Color shelf.
Pages il Cotumrs O
= fone
- SheEt l ;‘“I:‘;Ch:lt;
Haour Pers.
Bed 1 2 3 4 5 & T & 5 10 11 | |l Personz
Maris . " | n | | | | . i 1] um | Persen3
W Perse
D Automase L] L] o o o [ L] m o o B rersons
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Formatting is optional, but may help make the visual more readable.
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Select the Color shelf and select Edit Colors.

In the area to the left, select Unoccupied. From the drop down on the right, choose the
Seattle Grays color palette.

Select the fourth, lightest gray, and click OK.

Select the Color shelf again, then click the Border drop-down. Choose the second gray
option at the far right.

In the toolbar, from the Size drop-down, change from Standard to Fit Width.

Fit Width
Standard

Fit Width
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11. Selectthe Format menu and then select Borders.

12. For Row Divider, select the Pane drop-down and choose a very light gray.

13. Adjustthe Level slider to the second tick mark.

14. Repeat with the Column Divider. Set the Pane color to be light gray and the Level to the
second tick mark.

Row Divider
Pane: | v
Header: | v
Level: y

Column Divider

Pane; e |
Header: " |
Level: Mone

o IRRRED

15. Double click the sheet tab at the bottom and rename it Bed Use by Hour.

This view lets us quickly see when a given bed was occupied or open.

Filters Bed Use by Hour Patient

[0 unoceupied

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 [ Persen1
R DD IO DO NN EEEEEEESENENNENNND | Hresonz
Marks L] [ Person3
N DD EOD DD EEEEEEDEEEES O 0NN Eoeons
O square <]l & o Bl Persons
wllollm . DD N OO0 EONE OO 0D ENEEO00000 000 |(geae
Col Si Label
e el . CDEoDEDCDCDOEEEEEEEEEEEEE®&E&® D°F7
= o D M Person8
Detail | Tooltip [ Persens
M Person 10
i Paticnt ]
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But we can go further and count the number of hours each bed was unoccupied.

i -

16. Select the new sheet tab icon at the bottom to open a clean sheet.

17. Drag Patient to Rows.

18. Drag Hour to Columns. Right click the Hour pill to open the menu. Choose Measure >
Count.

19. Drag another copy of the Patient field from the Data pane to the Color shelf.

20. Rightclick on the axis and select Edit Axis. Change the title to Hours and close the dia-
log.

21. Rename the sheet tab Bed Hours by Patient.

N T (Hoar)

Pages lil Coturmns

Bed Hours by Patient

This view lets us identify how many unoccupied bed hours we had, something we couldn't do
with the original data set. What other charts or dashboards can you create? Give it a try now that
your data is in the right structure.

Recap and Resources
To build this data structure using Tableau Prep, we needed to perform the following actions:

1. Build a data set for each aspect we want to analyze, in this case, Beds and Hours.

2. Cross join those data sets to create a Bed Hour Matrix data set with every possible com-
bination of beds and hours.

3. Join the Bed Hour Matrix with the Patient Bed data, making sure the join keeps all bed-
slot hours and the join clauses appropriately match patient bed data with the bed-hour
slots.

We used the following calculations to create fields we could join on. The second and third pull
out the hour information from the original datetime fields.
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¢ Cross Join=1
e This simply assigns the value 1 to every row
e Start Hour = DATEPART ('hour', [Start Time])
¢ This takes the hour of the start time and pulls it out. Therefore, "1/1/18 9:35 AM"

becomes simply "9".
e End Hour = TFNULL (DATEPART ('hour', [End Time]), 24)

* \We could use DATEPART ('hour', [End Time]), as we did for Start Time. This
takes the hour of the end time and pulls it out. Therefore, "1/1/18 4:34 PM" becomes
simply "4".

* Butwe want to indicate that the patient bed that is still occupied (no end time) is in
use, not empty. To do so, we'll assign an end time of 24 (midnight) to any missing
end time using the TFNULL function. If the first argument DATEPART ( 'hour',

[End Time]) is null, the calculation will return "24" instead.

Note: Want to check your work? Download the Tableau Prep packaged flow file (Hospital
Beds.tflx) and the Tableau Desktop packaged workbook file (Hospital Beds.twbx).

Resources: Need more training? Take an in-person training course. Curious about the
features we covered? Check out the other topics in the Tableau Prep online help. Looking
for additional resources? The Master Tableau Prep with this list of learning resources blog

post is for you.

Finding the Second Date with Tableau Prep

A common need in analytics is to determine the date a second event happens, such as when a
customer made a second purchase—thereby becoming a repeat customer—or when a driver
gets a second traffic violation. Finding the date of a first event is easy, it's simply the minimum
date. Finding the second date is trickier.

In this two-part tutorial, we'll shape traffic infraction data and answer the following questions:

1. What was the length of time in days between the first and second infraction for each

driver?
2. Compare the fine amounts for the first and second infractions. Are they correlated?

3. Which driver paid the most overall? Who paid the least?
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4. How many drivers had multiple infraction types?

5. What was the average fine amount for drivers who never attended traffic school?

In the first stage, we'll use Tableau Prep Builder to restructure the data for our analysis. In the
second stage, Analysis with the Second Date in Tableau Desktop on page 532, we'll move
on to analysis in Tableau Desktop.

The goal of this tutorial is to present various concepts in the context of a real-life scenario and
work through options—not prescriptively establishing which is best. At the end, you should have
a better sense of how data structure impacts calculations and analysis, as well as greater
familiarity with various aspects of Tableau Prep and calculations in Tableau Desktop.

Note: To complete the tasks in this tutorial, you need Tableau Prep Builder (installed or
via the browser) and the data downloaded. For the second portion, you'll also need
Tableau Desktop installed.

The data set is Traffic Violations.xlsx. It is recommended to save it in your My Tableau
Prep Repository > Datasources folder.

To install Tableau Prep Builder and Tableau Desktop before continuing with this tutorial, see the
Tableau Desktop and Tableau Prep Deployment guide. Otherwise you can download the
Tableau Prep and Tableau Desktop free trials.

The Data

For this example, we're looking at traffic infraction data. Each infraction is a row. The driver,
date, type of infraction, if the driver was required to attend traffic school, and fine amount are
recorded.
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Traffic School Fine Amount

B C D

1 |Driver 1D Infraction Date  Infraction Type

2 |J0-151451402 1/8/2017 Speeding Yes
3 |CM-127151402 3/1/2017 Running a red light No
4 |AP-109151404 3/2/2017 Non-moving violation Mo
5 |SH-199751404 3/4/2017 Speeding Yes
& |BT-114401404 3/20/2017 Non-moving violation Mo
7 |MO-175001406 5/30/2017 Speeding Yes
% |RA-1988558 6/2/2017 Speeding Yes
5 |BT-1168027 6/5/2017 Speeding Yes
10 |MO-175001406 6/18/2017 Speeding Yes
11 |MP-174701406 6/19/2017 Speeding Mo

12 |AA-106451404
13 |RA-199151402
14 |5C-202601404
15 |MO-175001406

1 A0 AannACHAnA

Desired Data Structure

The data is currently structured such that each infraction is a row. A driver with multiple
infractions appears on multiple rows, and there's no easy way to tell which was their first or

second infraction.

To investigate our repeat offenders, we want a data set that separates out the first and second

7/5/2017 Running a red light No
7/20/2017 Speeding
8/31/2017 Running a red light Mo

9/7/2017 Mon-moving violation Mo

e lNI T NDuimemime o el il YN

115
55
95

130

130

118

144

128

115

125

146

320

cn

infraction dates, and the information associated with each of those infractions, and each row is a

driver.

A
Driver ID

2 BD-117700406
J0-151451402
SN-207101402
Cl=120001402
JR-156701404
AP-109151804
PC-15T431406
T5-2143014806
NP-187001404
1 DB-129701402
2 AJ-107951404
3 BT-11l4401404
14 AF-108851406
15 SC-202601404
16 EL-L66451406
17 MO-175001406
18 CM-127151402
19 KT-164201402
20 JB-160001402
21 LH-170201404
22 B8G-1103555
23 MP-174701406
EPRIVINEE LT TP

o W -

FC ]

B 3

1stinfraction Date 1st infraction Type

12/2%/2017 Speeding

1/8/2017 Speeding
12/27/2017 Speeding
11/26/ 2017 Speeding
12/28/2017 Speeding

27 W17 Non-moving vislation

11/11/2017 Speeding
9/13/2018 Speeding

12/11/2018 Non-maoving vielation

5/13/2018 Running a red light
10/13/2017 Speeding

3/20/2017 Non-moving viclation
5/3/018 Non-maving vislation

8/31/3017 Running a red light

10/a/ 2017 Speeding

5/30/2017 Speeding
/13017 Running a red light

5/31/2018 Non-moving violation

11/18/2018 Speeding
5/6/2018 Running a red light

12/25/ 2017 Speeding

6/19/2017 Speading

AMLVIIWAT Dnrbehirrlsisilonn
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11t Traffic School 15t Fine Amount Ind infraction Date 2nd Infraction Type

Yas
Yes
Yes
Yes
Mo
N
Yes

140
115
80
122
148

95

F ]

2/7/2018 Speading

11/21/2018 Reckless driving
4/26/2018 Speeding
3/28/2018 Speeding
7/28/2018 Speeding
9242018 Speading

12/30/2018 Men-mioving viclation
11/1042018 Non-moving violation

12/20/2018 Speading
11/11/2018 Speeding
12/31/2017 Running a red light
11/13/2018 Speeding
9/2/2018 Speading
11/10/2018 Speeding
11/13/2017 Speeding
6182017 Speeding
8/1/2018 Running a red light
11/10/2018 Speeding

12/5/2018 Mon-moving violation

9/17/2018 Speeding

12/8/2018 Speeding
10/12/2017 Running a red light

A

H

2nd Traffic School 2nd Fine Amount

Yas
Yes
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Restructuring the Data

So how do we get there with Tableau Prep? We'll build out the flow in stages, beginning with
pulling out the first infraction date, then the second, then shaping the final data set as desired.
Make sure you've downloaded the Excel file (Traffic Violations.xlsx) to follow along.

Initial Aggregation for 1st Infraction Date
First, we'll connect to the Traffic Violations.xlIsx file.

1. Open Tableau Prep Builder.
2. From the start screen, click Connect to Data.

3. Inthe Connections pane, click Microsoft Excel. Navigate to where you saved Traffic
Violations.xlsx and click Open.

4. The Infractions sheet should automatically be brought out to the Flow Pane.

For more information about connecting to data, see Connect to Data on page 75.

Next, we need to identify the first infraction date per driver. We'll use an Aggregate step to do
this, creating a mini data set of Driver ID and Minimum Infraction Date.

When using an Aggregate step in Tableau Prep, any field that should define what makes a row
is a Grouped Field. (For us, that's Driver ID.) Any field that will be aggregated and presented at
the level of the grouped fields is an Aggregated Field. (For us, that's Infraction Date).

5. Inthe Flow pane, select Infractions, click the plus ® icon, and select Aggregate.

6. Drag Driver ID to the Grouped Fields drop area.

7. Drag Infraction Date to the Aggregated Fields area. The default aggregation is CNT
(count). Click CNT and change the aggregation to Minimum.
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Aggregatel :zrelds 35 Rowa [ Rerame Fise

Additional Fields

Add Al Remove All

# SUM Fine Amount

Abe GROUP Infraction Type
ke GROUP Traffic School
* SUM Number of Rows (Aggre...

G memoveFieic B8  Sesrch sl (v
Grouped Fields Aggregated Fields
Abt GROUP # CNT
DriverID = Infr Count P
Count Distinct
Minimum
AA-106451404 Maximum

AF-108851406
AJ-107551404
AP-109151404
AS-100451404
BD-117701406
BG-1103555
BT-114401404
BT-1168027
CJ-120101402
CL-118501406
CM-127151402

Group by level »

oW R e

Remaove

This identifies the smallest (earliest) date, which is the first infraction date per driver.

For more information about aggregations, see Clean and Shape Data on page 229.

8. Inthe Flow pane, select Aggregate 1, click the plus@ icon, and select Clean Step so we

can clean up the output of the aggregation.

9. Inthe Profile pane, double-click on the field name Infraction Date and change it to 1st

Infraction Date.

At this stage, the flow and profile pane should look like this:
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Clean1 Zfields 29 rows

Changes (1)

Infractions

Abc

Driver ID =3

AA-105451404
AF-108851406
AJ-107551404
AP-109151404
AS-100451404
BD-117701406
BG-1103555
BET-114401404
BT-1168027
CJ-120101402
CL-118501406

CM-127151402

)

Aggregate 1

N Filter Values...

B

L+

Clean 1

[# Rename Fields...

1st Infraction Date =7

01/01/2017
01/01/2019
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From the Profile pane in this Clean step, we can see that our data now consists of 39 rows and
only 2 fields. Any field not used for grouping or aggregation is lost. But we want to be able to
keep some of the original information. We could either add those fields to the grouping or
aggregation (but doing so would change the level of detail or require the fields to be
aggregated), or join this mini data set back to the original (essentially adding a new column to

the original data for 1st Infraction Date). Let's do the join.

10. Inthe Flow pane, select Infractions, click the plus f,f icon, and select Clean Step.

524

Make sure you hover over the Infractions step directly, not the line between it and the
Aggregation step. If the new Clean step is inserted between the two rather than
branching, use the Undo arrow in the tool bar and try again. The menu should say Add not
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Insert.
2 —o— ¥
Infractions | ~G0 egatz 1 Imfractions SEMT =1
+ CleanStep + Clean Step
J . Aggregate x . Aggregate
0% Pivot 0% Pivot

This branches your flow with all the original data. We'll join the results of the aggregation to this
copy of the full data. By joining on Driver ID, we're adding the minimum date from our
aggregation into the original data.

11. Select step Clean 2 and drag it on top of step Clean 1, and drop it on Join.

12. The default join configuration should be correct: an inner join on Driver ID = Driver ID.

Join1 7 Fields 81 Rows
Applied Join Clauses t Join Clauses [] Show only mismatched values ¥
Clean 1 Clean 2
Driver ID = DriverID Cleanl 0 Clean2 bl
1 Driver ID 1 Driver ID
DR AA-106451404 ~ | AA-106451404 =
Click the graphic to change the join type AF-108851406 AF-108851406
Y AJ-107551404 AJ-107351404
Comn 1 O Clean 2 AP-109151404 AP-1059151404
_/ AS-100451404 AS-100451404
BD-117701406 BD-117701406
Summary of Join Results BG-1103555 BG-1103555
Click the ber ssgrments to view the induded snd schuded values. BT-114401404 BT-114401404
PR BT-1168027 BT-1168027
e CJ-120101402 €J-120101402
CL-118501406 CL-118901408
Clean 1 CM-127151402 CM-127151402
cleanz |81 | DB-129701402 DB-125701402
DJ-1342082 DJ-1342082
P |81 | GZ-1454582 GZ-1454582
JB-160001402 JB-160001402

For more information about joins, see Join your data on page 374.

Because some fields may be duplicated during a join—such as the fields in the join clause—it's
often a good idea to clean up extraneous fields after performing a join.
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13. Inthe Flow pane, select Join 1, click the plus ® icon, and select Clean Step.

14. In the Profile pane, right-click or Ctrl -click (MacOS) the card for Driver ID-1, and select

Remove .

15. To change the field order, drag the 1st Infraction Date card between Driver ID and
Infraction Date where you see the black line appear.

At this stage, the flow should look like this:

®—

Imfractions

Clean 2
) -
——.
Aggregate L Cleanl

@

Join1

—_—

Clean3

Looking at the data grid below, we can see our new, combined data set. We have the

minimum—that is, first—infraction date for each driver added to each row in the data set.

Driver 1D
J0-151451402
CM-127151402
AP-105151404
SH-158751404
BT-114401404
MO-175001408
RA-1588558
BT-1168027
MO-175001406
MP-174701408
AL-10B451404
RA-15%151402
5C-202501404
MO-175001406
AS-100451404
$H-155751404

AAAREASLANA

1st Infraction Date
01/08/2017
03/01/2017
03/02/2017
03/04/2017
03/20/2017
05/30/2017
06/02/2017
0&/05/2017
05/30/2017
08/19/2017
07/05/2017
07/20/2017
08/31/2017
05/30/2017
09/26/2017
03/04/2017

ATINE 1T

Infraction Date
01/08/2017
03/01/2017
03/02/2017
03/04/2017
03/20/2017
05/30/2017
06/02/2017
08/05/2017
06/18/2017
0§/18/2017
07/05/2017
07/20/2017
08/31/2017
08/07/2017
05/26/2017
08/27/2017

ASIRI3017

Infraction Type

Speeding

Running a red light
Mon-moving viclation
Speeding
MNon-mowing viclation
Speeding

Speeding

Speeding

Speeding

Speeding

Running a red light
Speeding

Running a red light
Mon-moving violation
Running a red light
Speeding

Bummina s rad liahs

Traffic School

Yes
Mo
No

Yes

Second Aggregation for 2nd Infraction Date

Fine Amount

115
55

55

130
130
118
144
128
115
125
&0

148
150
320
50

225

We need to also determine the second infraction date. To do this, we want to filter out any row

where the infraction date is equal to the minimum—thus removing the first date. We can then

take the minimum of the remaining dates using another aggregate step, leaving us with the

second infraction date, which we'll rename for clarity.
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Note: Because we'll want to use the data as it currently is in Clean 3 later on in the flow,
we'll add another Clean step to get the second infraction date. This will leave the current
state of the data in Clean 3 available later on.

16. Inthe Flow pane, select Clean 3, click the plus ® icon, and select Clean Step.

17. On the toolbar in the Profile pane, choose Filter Values. Create afilter [Infraction
Date] != [1lst Infraction Date].

18. Remove the field 1st Infraction Date.

19. Inthe Flow pane, select Clean 4, click the plus @ icon, and select Aggregate.

20. Drag Driver ID to the Grouped Fields drop area. Drag Infraction Date to the
Aggregated Fields area and change the aggregation to Minimum.

21. Inthe Flow pane, select Aggregate 2, click the plus'ﬁ icon, and select Clean Step.

Rename Infraction Date to 2nd Infraction Date.

At this stage, the flow should look like this:

® > — ® —_ z o

We now have our second infraction date identified for each driver. To get all the other information
associated with each infraction (type, fine, traffic school) we again need to join this back to the
entire data set.

22. Select Clean 5 and drag it on top of Clean 3, dropping it on Join.

23. Again, the default join configuration should be correct: an inner join on Driver ID = Driver
ID.

24. Inthe Flow pane, select Join 2, click the plus ® icon, and select Clean Step. Delete the

fields Driver ID-1 and 1st Infraction Date as they are no longer needed.

At this stage, the flow should look like this:
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Before we go any further, let's step back and think about everything we have and how we want

to bring it all together. Our desired end state is a data set that looks like this, with a column for

Driver ID, then columns for date, type, traffic school, and fine amount for the 1st and 2nd

infractions.
4 B 4
1 Driver ID 15t Infraction Date 1st Infraction Type
2 BO-117701406 12/25/2017 Speeding
3 JO-151451802 1/8/2017 Speeding
4 SN-207101402 12/27/2017 Speeding
5 CI-120101402 11/26/2017 Speeding
& IR-156701404 12/24/2017 Speeding
7 AP-109151404 3/2/2017 Non-moving viclation
8 PC-187451406 11/11/2017 Speeding
9 TS-214301406 9/13/2015 Speeding
10 NP-187001404 12/11/3018 Non-moving vielation
11 DB-129701402 5/13/2018 Running a red light
12 AM107IS1404 10/15/2017 Speeding
13 BT-114401404 301017 Non-moving viclation
14 AF-108851406 5/9/2018 Non-moving vislation
15 SC-202601404 8/31/2017 Running a red light
16 KL-166351406 10/4/2017 Speeding
17 MO-175001406 5/30/1017 Speeding
18 CM-127151402 /13017 Running a red light
19 KT-164500302 5/31/2018 Non-moving vielation
18-160001402 11/15/2018 Speeding
21 LH-170201404 S/6/H018 Running a red light
22 BG-1103585 12/25/2017 Speeding
23 MP-174701406 6/15/2017 Speeding

EFRIVFE Erapres

ANIIHIWN T Dbl sl

2] E F
15t Tratfie Sehonl 15t Fine Amaunt Ind infraction Date 2nd Infraction Type
Yes 140 2/7/2018 Speeding
Yes 115 11/21/2018 Reckless driving
Yo ZB0 4/26/2018 Speeding
Yos 122 3/28/2018 Speeding
Mo 148 7/28/2018 Speeding
Mo 5 924/ 2018 Speeding
Yeu 20 12/30/ 2018 Non-maoving violation
Yes 115 11/10/2018 Non-moving violation
No 80 12/20/2018 Speeding
He 10 11/11/2018 Speeding
Yas 130 12/31/2017 Running a red light
No 130 11/13/2018 Speading
N 200 9/2/2018 Speading
o 150 11/10/2018 Speeding
No 115 11/13/2017 Speeding
Yos 118 6/18/2017 Speading
No 55 8/1/2018 Running a red light
N 190 11/10/2018 Speeding
Yes 20 12/5/2018 Non-moving violation
No 110 917/2018 Speeding
Yes 195 12/8/2018 Speeding
No 125 10/12/2017 Running a red light
s ann 0/a9018 Canndina

How do we get there from here?

(]

H

2nd Traffic Schoal 2nd Fine Amaunt
Yas 125
Yes 550
Yas 130
Yoo 116
Yes 30
Mo 105
Mo 600
No 5
No 120
Yes &0
Mo &5
Yes 36
Na 130
Yes %
Yes 104
Yas s
Na 180
No 74
Mo 135
Yes 30
Yas s
Mo 175
£V 124

In the step Clean 3, we have our compete data set with a column that repeats the first infraction

date for each driver.

Driver 1D
JO-151451402
CM-127151402
AP-109151404
SH-199751404
BT-114401404
MO-175001408
RA-1988558
BT-1168027
MO-175001408
MP-174701406

1st Infraction Date
01/08/2017
03/01/2017
03/02/2017
03/04/2017
03/20/2017
05/30/2017
06/02/2017
06/05/2017
05/30/2017
06/15/2017

A e

Infraction Date
01/08/2017
03/01/2017
03/02/2017
03/04/2017
03f20/2017
05/30/2017
06/02/2017
06/05/2017
06/18/2017
06/15/2017

Infraction Type

Speeding

Running a red light

Nen-moving viclation

Speeding

Nen-moving vicolation

Speeding
Speeding
Speading
Speeding
Speading

Traffic School Fine Amount
Yes 115
o 55
Ho 95
Yes 130
No 130
Yes 118
Yes 144
Yes 128
Yes 115
125

We want to eliminate all the rows for a driver that aren't the first infraction, building a data set of

only first infractions. That is, we only want to keep the information for a given driver when 1st
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Infraction Date = Infraction Date. Once we've filtered to keep only the row of the first infraction,
we can remove the Infraction Date field and tidy up field names.

Similarly, after the second aggregation and join, we have our complete data set with a column for
the second infraction date.

Driver 1D 2nd Infraction Date Infraction Date Infraction Type Traffic School Fine Amount
JO-151451402 11/21/2018 01/08/2017 Speeding A 115
CM-127151402  08/01/2018 03/01/2017 Running a red light No 55
AP-109151404 09/24/2018 03/02/2017 Nen-moving violation No 95
SH-195751404  09/27/2017 03/04/2017 Speeding Yes 130
BT-114401404 11/13/2018 03/20/2017 HNon-moving violation No 130
MO-175001406  0§/18/2017 05/30/2017 Speading Yes 118
MQ-175001406  0&/18/2017 06/18/2017 Speeding Yes 115
MP-174701408  10/12/2017 06/15/2017 Speeding No 125
AA-108451404  Dg/28/2017 07/05/2017 Running a red light Neo &0
RA-195151402  12/31/2017 07/20/2017 Speeding Yes 145
S FAHENT ANA 11ANLSM R nRIR1 2017 Dusmmin s rad liske Bim 180

We can perform a similar filter of 2nd Infraction Date = Infraction Date to keep only the row of
information for each driver's 2nd infraction. Again, we can also remove the now-redundant
Infraction Date and tidy up field names.

We'll start with the first infraction data set.

25. Inthe Flow pane, select Clean 3, click the plus /J icon, and select Clean Step.

Like in step 10 above, we want to add a branch for the new clean step, not insert it between
Clean 3 and Clean 4.

26. With this new Clean step selected, in the Profile pane, click Filter Values in the toolbar.
Create afilter [1st Infraction Date] = [Infraction Date]

27. Remove the field Infraction Date.
28. Rename the Infraction Type, Traffic School, and Fine Amount fields to start with "1st".

29. Double-click on the name Clean 7 under the step in the Flow pane and rename it Robust
1st.

Now for the second infraction data set.

30. Inthe Flow pane, select Clean 6, after the last join.

31. Click Filter Values in the toolbar. Create afilter [2nd Infraction Date] =

[Infraction Date].

32. Remove the field Infraction Date.
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33. Rename the Infraction Type, Traffic School, and Fine Amount fields to start with
“2nd"_

34. Double-click on the name Clean 6 under the step in the Flow pane and rename it Robust
2nd.

At this stage, the flow should look like this:

oo an vo

(((((

Create the complete data set

Now that we have these two tidy data sets with complete information for the first and second
infractions per driver, we can join them back together on Driver ID and wind up with our desired
data structure.

35. Select Robust 2nd and drag it on top of Robust 1st, dropping it on Join.
36. The default join clause should be correct as Driver ID = Driver ID.

37. Because we don't want to drop drivers who didn't have a second infraction, we need to
make this a left join. In the Join Type area, click the unshaded area of the diagram next to
Robust 1st, turning it into a Left join.

38. Inthe Flow pane, select Join 3, click the plus f,f icon, and select Clean Step. Remove

the field duplicateDriver ID-1.

The data is in the desired state, so we can create an output and proceed to analysis.

39. Inthe Flow pane, select the newly added Clean 6, click the pIus'i_-;‘} icon, and select Add

Output.

40. Inthe Output pane, change the Output type to .csv then click Browse. Enter Driver
Infractions for the name and choose the desired location before clicking Accept to save.

41. Click theRun Flow > button at the bottom of the pane to generate your output. Click

Done in the status dialog to close the dialog.
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Tip: For more information about outputs and running a flow, see Save and Share Your
Work on page 397.

The final flow should look like this:

Note: You can download the completed flow file to check your work: Driver Infractions.tflx

Recap

For the first stage of this tutorial, our goal was to take our original data set and prepare it for
analysis involving the first and second infraction dates. The process consists of three phases:

Identify the first and second infraction dates:

1. Create an aggregation that keeps Driver ID and MIN Infraction Date. Join this with the
original data set to create an "intermediate data set" that has the first (minimum) infraction
date repeated for every row.

2. Onanew step, filter out all rows where the 1st Infraction Date is the same as the
Infraction Date. From that filtered data set, create an aggregation that keeps Driver ID
and MIN Infraction date. Join this with the intermediate data set from the first step. This
identifies the second infraction date.

Build out clean data sets for the first and second infractions:

3. Go back and create a branch from the intermediate data set and filter to keep only rows
where the 1st Infraction Date is the same as the Infraction Date. This builds a data set
for just the first infraction. Tidy it up by removing any unnecessary fields and rename all the
desired fields (except Driver ID) to indicate they're for the first infraction. This is the
Robust 1st data set.

4. Tidy the data set for the second infraction date. Clean the join results from step 2 by
filtering to keep only rows where the 2nd Infraction Date is the same as the Infraction
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Date. Remove any unnecessary fields and rename all the desired fields (except Driver
ID) to indicate they're for the second infraction. This is the Robust 2nd data set.

Combine the first and second infraction data into one data set:

5. Join the Robust 1st and Robust 2nd data sets, making sure to keep all records from
Robust 1st to prevent losing any drivers without a second infraction.

Next, we want to explore how this data can be analyzed in Tableau Desktop.

Continue to Analysis with the Second Date in Tableau Desktop below.

Note: Special Thanks to Ann Jackson's Workout Wednesday topic Do Customers Spend
More on Their First or Second Purchase? and Andy Kriebel's Tableau Prep Tip Returning
the First and Second Purchase Dates that provided the initial inspiration for this tutorial.
Clicking these links will take you away from the Tableau website. Tableau cannot take
responsibility for the accuracy or freshness of pages maintained by external providers.
Contact the owners if you have questions regarding their content.

Analysis with the Second Date in Tableau
Desktop

This is the second stage of the tutorial and assumes the first stage, Finding the Second Date
with Tableau Prep on page 519, has been completed.

In the first stage, we took our original data set and shaped it to answer the following questions:

1. What was the length of time in days between the first and second infraction for each
driver?

Compare the fine amounts for the first and second infractions. Are they correlated?
Which driver paid the most overall? Who paid the least?

How many drivers had multiple infraction types?

o > w DN

What was the average fine amount for drivers who never attended traffic school?

As we now explore these questions, it becomes clear that there are some pros and cons to the
first data structure we created. We'll go back into Tableau Prep Builder and do some additional
reshaping, then see how that impacts the same analysis in Tableau Desktop. Finally, we'll look
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at a Tableau Desktop-only approach to the analysis using Level of Detail (LOD) expressions with
the original data.

The goal of this tutorial is to present various concepts in the context of a real-life scenario and
work through options—not prescriptively establishing which is best. At the end, you should have
a better sense of how data structure impacts calculations and analysis, as well as greater
familiarity with various aspects of Tableau Prep and calculations in Tableau Desktop.

Note: To complete the tasks in this tutorial, you need Tableau Prep Builder and optionally
Tableau Desktop installed and the data downloaded.

To install Tableau Prep and Tableau Desktop before continuing with this tutorial, see the
Tableau Desktop and Tableau Prep Deployment guide. Otherwise you can download the
Tableau Prep and Tableau Desktop free trials.

The data set is the output from Driver Infractions.tflx, as built in the first stage.

Analysis in Tableau Desktop

Now that we have our data configured, we'll bring it into Tableau Desktop. We can easily answer
some questions, but others involve a few (or a lot of) calculations. Try your hand at the questions
below; you can expand each one for basic information about how to proceed if you get stuck.

Note: You can download the workbook Driver Infractions.twbx to look at the solutions in
context. Remember that there may be alternative ways to interpret the analysis or pursue
answers.

1. What was the length of time in days between the first and
second infraction for each driver?

A. Toanswer this question in Tableau Desktop, we'll use the DATEDIFF function. This
function takes three arguments—the date part, the start date, and the end date. Since we
want to know the days between these events, we'll use the date part 'day'. Our start and
end dates are in the data set as 1st Infraction Date and 2nd Infraction Date.

B. The calculation is:
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Time Between Infractions = DATEDIFF ('day', [lst Infraction Date], [2nd

Infraction Datel])

C. We can plot that against Driver ID as a bar chart. Note that seven drivers had no second
infraction, so there are seven nulls.

iii Columns SUM(Time Between I..

Days between infractions

Driver 1D

45

Time Between infractions =

2. Compare the fine amounts for the first and second infrac-
tions. Are they correlated?

A. Toanswer this question in Tableau Desktop, we'll create a scatter plot of 1st Fine
Amount and 2nd Fine Amount. By bringing Driver ID to the Detail shelf on the Marks
card, we can create a mark for each driver.
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B. Toaddatrendline, use the Analytics tab in the left-hand pane and bring out a linear trend
line. Hovering over the trend line, we can see the R-squared value is practically zero, and
the p-value is far above any cutoff for significance. We can determine that there is no
correlation between first and second fine amount.

If we were to use this scatter plot in a dashboard, the trend line should be removed.

Pages fil Cobumns SUM(1st Fine Amount)
= Rows SUM(2nd Fine Amoa..
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1st Fine Amount

3. Which driver paid the most overall? Who paid the least?

When we want to go deeper in our analysis, we may need to create some calculations.

A. Toanswer this in Tableau Desktop, we need to add the fines for both infractions into a
single field. Because some drivers may not have had a second infraction, we need to use
the zero null z function to turn any nulls for 2nd Fine Amount into zeros. Failing to do
this will result in nulls if there isn't a second fine.

B. The calculation is:
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Total Amount Paid= [1st Fine Amount] + ZN([2nd Fine Amount])

C. We can plot Total Amount Paid against Driver ID and sort the bar chart.

i Columns SUM(Total Amount P.

Who paid the most? The least?

The ealculation is valid, L v

Total Amount Paid E

4. How many drivers had multiple infraction types?

A. To answer this in Tableau Desktop, we need to do a fancier IF calculation, comparing if
the first and second infraction types are the same. If they are, we want to assign the value
"1". If they are not the same, we'll assign "2". Since we only care about multiple infraction
types, any other result, such as a null second infraction type, will be assigned "1".

B. The calculation is:

Number of Infraction Types =
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IF [1lst Infraction Typel=[2nd Infraction Type]

ELSEIF

[1st Infraction Type]l!=

ELSE 1 END

C. We can then plot Number of Infraction Types against Driver ID and sort the bar chart.

ili Columns

SUM({Number of Infr.

How many drivers had multiple infraction types?

= Rows

Number of Infraction Types

IF [lat Infr mi2nd Infr

ELSEIF [1 Infy f= [Znd Infr

THEN 1
[2nd Infraction Type]

=1

THEN 1

THENW 2

THEN 2

b=

ELSE 1 END

The calculation is valid.

Number of Infraction Types £

5. What was the average fine amount for drivers who never atten-

ded traffic school?

A. To answer this in Tableau Desktop, we cannot simply divide the total fine amount by two,

since some drivers only had one infraction. We also can't calculate the average fine per

driver and take the average of those values, because averaging averages can lead to
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inconsistencies. Instead, we need to calculate the total amount paid by drivers who never
attended traffic school, then divide by the total number of infractions associated with
those fines.

1. First, we need to determine if each driver had a second infraction. We can leverage
the fact the information in all the "2nd" fields will be null if there was no second
infraction and start building the calculation:

IFNULL ([2nd Infraction Type], 'no')

This will return an infraction type if it exists, or "no" if there was no second
infraction.

2. Next, we need to turn this information into the number of infractions, 1 or 2. If the
result of our TFNULL calculation is "no", then the driver should be marked as
having one fine. Any other result should be marked as having two fines. The
calculation is:

Number of Infractions =

IF IFNULL([2nd Infraction Type], 'no') = 'no' THEN 1
ELSE 2
END

3. Now we need to consider the total fine amount. Similarly to question 3 above, we'll
add the first and second fine amounts, with a zZN function around the second.
However, because we want this to be computed at the level of the entire data set,
it's a best practice to specify the aggregations, SUM, in the calculation itself. The
calculation is:

SUM([1lst Fine Amount]) + SUM( ZN([2nd Fine Amount]) )

4. Tobringit all together, we'll take this total fine amount and divide it by our new
Number of Infractions calculated field to determine the average fine amount:

Average Fine= ( SUM([1lst Fine Amount]) + SUM( ZN([2nd Fine
Amount]) ) ) / SUM([Number of Infractions])

B. We also need to filter out drivers who ever attended traffic school—but that information is
also stored across two fields.

1. Tableau is very efficient at numerical calculations. We'll phrase this with numbers
to help performance as much as we can. To combine these two fields, we'll create
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a calculation for each one that says "Yes = 1" and "No = 0" (null should also = 0, for
drivers with no second infraction). By summing the outcome of these calculations,
any driver with an overall value of 0 never went to traffic school (and a value of 1 or 2
represents how many times they went). We can then filter to keep only drivers with a
value of 0.

2. Thistime, we'lluse a cASE statementinstead of IF. They function very similarly but
have different syntax. The start of the calculation should look like this:

CASE [1lst Traffic School]
WHEN 'Yes' THEN 1

WHEN 'No' THEN

ELSE O

END

3. And then we'll do the same thing for 2nd Traffic School. We can add both pieces in
the same calculation by wrapping each case statement in parentheses and adding a
plus between them. Removing some of the line breaks, it looks like this:

Number of Traffic School Attendances =

(CASE [1st Traffic School] WHEN 'Yes' THEN 1 WHEN 'No' THEN O
ELSE 0 END)

+

(CASE [2nd Traffic School] WHEN 'Yes' THEN 1 WHEN 'No' THEN O
ELSE 0 END)

4. If we drag Number of Traffic School Attendances to the Dimensions area of the
Data pane (above the line), the values 0—2 will become discrete.

5. Now if we filter on Number of Traffic School Attendances, we can select just the
0 and know we're getting drivers who have never attended traffic school.

C. Toanswer the original question, we'll simply bring Average Fine to the Textshelf on the
Marks card.

Because we built the aggregations into the calculation, the aggregation on the pill will be
AGG and we cannot change it. This is as expected.
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Go Further—Pivoted Data

While the data we've been working with is well structured to address questions specifically
around first and second infractions, it isn't the standard structure recommended for use with
Tableau Desktop. The more our analysis diverges from basic questions around the infraction
dates, the more complicated our calculations become to combine the relevant information into
useable form.

Usually, when data is stored with multiple columns for the same type of data (such as two
columns for date, two columns for fine amount, etc.) and unique information is stored in the field
name (such as whether it's the first or second infraction), this is an indication the data should be
pivoted.

Performing a multiple pivot in Tableau Prep Builder can handle this nicely. We can work from the
end of the Driver Infraction Tableau Prep flow created in the previous tutorial Finding the
Second Date with Tableau Prep on page 519.

Tip: Make sure you're back in Tableau Prep for these next steps.
1. From the final clean step, add a Pivot step that pivots by every duplicated field. Use the
plus'lf_-;‘} icon in the upper right corner of the Pivoted Fields area to add more Pivot

Values. Each set of fields (such as 1st and 2nd Fine Amounts) should be pivoted
together.

For more information about pivoting, see Clean and Shape Data on page 229.
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2.

In the Pivoted Fields area, under the Pivot1 Names column, double click each value and
rename them to 1st and 2nd.

Prvot 1 &Faiss 78 Rews
Fields Pivated Fields [2] Auromaticaty rename prvoted fieids and values Py

Pivotl Hames Infraction Type Tratfec Schaosd

Abe 188 Trafhe Sehaal Tre

2nd be Znd Iefraction Trpe ibe Znd Trathis Schosl

The results can be tidied by removing null dates as well as renaming and reordering fields.

3.

6.

Add a cleaning step after the pivot. In the Infraction Date column, right-click on the null
bar and choose Exclude.

Double-click the field name Pivot1 Names and rename it Infraction Number.

Drag fields as appropriate to reorder them as below:

Driver DV Infraction Number Infraction Date Infraction Type Traffic Schoal Fine Amount
MO-175001406  1st 05/30/2017 Speeding Yes 118
SH-199751404  1st 03/04/2017 Speeding Yes 130
AR-108451404 st 07/05/2017 Running a red light No &0
MP.174701406  1st 06/19/2017 Speeding Ne 125
PO-188501402  1st 10/30/2017 Speeding Yes 120
KL-166451406 1st 10/04/2017 Speading Na 115
RA-155151402  1st 07/20/2017 Speeding Yes 14s
AJ-107851404 1st 10/15/2017 Speeding Yes 130
BD-117701406  1st 12/25/2017 Speeding Yes 140
CJ120101402 1st 11/26/2017 Speeding Yes 122
SN-207101402  1st 12/27/2017 Speeding Yes 280
T5-213701404 1st 10/23/2017 Speeding Yes 100
JR-156701404 1st 12/24/2017 Speeding Ne 148
CM-127151402 | 1st 03/01/2017 Running & red light No 55
JE-156251406 1st 12(25/2017 Speading Yas 140
AC ANGICAANE Lom AC G0 S Bl ommcsimm siimlasinm ha LYY

From the new, pivoted data, create an output named Pivoted Driver Infractions and
bring it into Tableau Desktop. (Don't forget to run the flow after adding the Output step.)

Now we can look at our five questions again with this pivoted data structure; you can expand

each one for basic information about how to proceed if you get stuck.

Note: You can download the completed flow file Pivoted Driver Infractions.tflx to check

your work, or download the workbook Pivoted Driver Infractions.twbx to look at the

solutions in context. Remember that there may be alternative ways to interpret the analysis

Oor pursue answers.
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1. What was the length of time in days between the first and
second infraction for each driver?

A. To answer this in Tableau Desktop, as we did with the first data set, we'll use the
DATEDIFF function. This function requires a start date and an end date. This information
is present in our data, but all in one field. We need to pull it out into two fields.

1. Create two preliminary calculated fields:

1st Infraction Date = IF [Infraction Number] = "1st" THEN
[Infraction Date] END

2nd Infraction Date = IF [Infraction Number] = "2nd" THEN
[Infraction Date] END

2. Because we want to make sure both of these values are available to be compared
for each driver, we need to fix them to the level of Driver ID.

Note: Don't believe me? Try to do a DATEDIFF calculation with these two
fields as they are: Time Between Infractions = DATEDIFF ('day', [1lst
Infraction Date], [2nd Infraction Datel])

You'll get null results everywhere, because Tableau is trying to compare
across a data structure that looks like this:

Driver 1D 1st Infraction Date  2nd Infraction Date  Time between infractions
AA-106451404  mull 5/28/2017 Mull
7/5/2017 MNull Mull
AF-108851406  mull 5/2/2018 Mull
5/9/2018 MNull Mull
AJ-107951404  mull 12/31/2017 Mull

10/15/2017 Mull Mull

Here, the row that knows what the first date is doesn't know what the second
date is, and vice versa. To get around this, we'll use a FIXED Level of Detail
expression to force these first and second dates to be related by Driver ID.

Edit each calculation as follows:
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1st Infraction Date = { FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN ( IF [Infraction
Number] = "1lst" THEN [Infraction Date] END ) }
2nd Infraction Date = { FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN ( IF [Infraction
Number] = "2nd" THEN [Infraction Date] END ) }

Note: The original TF calculation must be aggregated when embedded in an
LOD expression. We can use any basic aggregation that will preserve the
date value (so aggregations like SUM, AVG, or MIN work, but not CNT or
CNTD).

Note: These calculations can also be created in Tableau Prep Builder. For
more information on LOD expressions in Prep, see Create Level of Detail,
Rank, and Tile Calculations on page 295.

3. Now we can create the DATEDIFF calculation as follows:

Time Between Infractions = DATEDIFF ('day', [lst Infraction Date],
[2nd Infraction Datel])

 If we want to look at weeks or months, simply modify the date part (currently
'day').

It would also be possible to create a single calculation for the entire thing by
placing the FIXED calcs inside the DATEDIFF directly:

DATEDIFEF ( 'day',

{ FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN ( IF [Infraction Number]

"lst" THEN [Infraction Date] END ) 1},

{ FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN ( IF [Infraction Number]
"2nd" THEN [Infraction Date] END ) }

)

4. Plot Time Between Infractions on Columns and Driver ID on Rows.

The results will be identical to the outcome with the unpivoted data structure.
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2. Compare the fine amounts for the first and second infrac-
tions. Are they correlated?

A. To answer this in Tableau Desktop, we'll use very similar logic to the previous question.
We'll use Infraction Number to identify if a given row is the first or second infraction, then
pull out the fine amount accordingly.

1. If all we want to do is make a scatter plot, we can skip the LOD portion and just use
the IF calculation:

1st Fine Amount=IF [Infraction Number] = "1lst" THEN [Fine
Amount] END

2nd Fine Amount=1IF [Infraction Number] = "2nd" THEN [Fine
Amount] END

2. However, if we wanted to compare and see the difference in amount between the
first and second fines for a single driver, we'd run into the same null issue as with
the dates. It can't hurt to wrap these calculations ina FIXED LOD, so it might be
good just to do so from the start:

1st Fine Amount= { FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN ( IF [Infraction
Number] = "1lst" THEN [Fine Amount] END ) }
2nd Fine Amount={ FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN ( IF [Infraction
Number] = "2nd" THEN [Fine Amount] END ) }

These calculations can also be created in Tableau Prep Builder. For more
information on LOD expressions in Prep, see Create Level of Detail, Rank, and
Tile Calculations on page 295.

3. Create a scatterplot with 1st Fine Amount on Columns and 2nd Fine Amount on
Rows and bring out a linear trend line as before.

The results will be identical to the outcome with the unpivoted data structure.

3. Which driver paid the most overall? Who paid the least?

A. Toanswer this question in Tableau Desktop, the pivoted data structure is ideal. All we
need to dois bring out Driver ID and Fine Amount into a bar chart. The default
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aggregation is already SUM, so the total amount paid by the driver will automatically be

plotted.

The results will be identical to the outcome with the unpivoted data structure.

4. How many drivers had multiple infraction types?

A. To answer this question in Tableau Desktop, the pivoted data structure is ideal. All we
need to do is bring out Driver ID and a Count Distinct of Infraction Type as a bar chart,
and we'll have our answer.

The results will be identical to the outcome with the unpivoted data structure.

5. What was the average fine amount for drivers who never atten-
ded traffic school?

A. To answer this in Tableau Desktop, we cannot simply divide the total fine amount by two,
since some drivers only had one infraction. We also can't calculate the average fine per
driver and take the average of those values, because averaging averages can lead to
inconsistencies. Instead, we need to calculate the total amount paid by drivers who never
attended traffic school, then divide by the total number of infractions associated with those

fines.

1. First, we need to determine if each driver had a second infraction. We can leverage
the fact 2nd Infraction Date will be null if there was no second infraction and start
building the calculation:

IFNULL (STR([2nd Infraction Date]), 'no')

This will return the date of the second infraction if it exists, or "no" if there was no
second infraction.

Note: The STR portion of this calculation is necessary because

IFNULL needs consistency of data type in its arguments. Because we want
to return the string "no" for null values, we need to convert the date to a string
as well.
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2. Next, we need to turn this information into the number of infractions, 1 or 2. If the
result of our IFNULL calculation is "no", then the driver should be marked as
having one fine. Any other result should be marked as having two fines. The
calculation is:

Number of Infractions =

IF IFNULL(STR([2nd Infraction Date]), 'no')= 'no' THEN 1
ELSE 2
END

3. Now we need to consider the average fine amount. We already have a single field
for Fine Amount. All we need to do is divide that by our new Number of
Infractions field, wrapping both in SUM:

Average Fine= (SUM([Fine Amount]) / SUM([Number of

Infractions])

B. We also need to filter out drivers who attended traffic school. It looks like we could use the
Traffic School field and filter on Traffic School = no. However, this would filter on
infractions not associated with traffic school, not drivers who never went to traffic school.
If a driver went to traffic school for one infraction but not the other, we don't want either
infraction to be considered here—that driver has been to traffic school and therefore
doesn't fit the parameters of the question.

What we want to do is filter out any driver who attended traffic school. In terms of the data,
we want to filter out any driver who has a "Yes" for Traffic School on any row, regardless
of which infraction it's associated with. Let's build our calculation in stages, using a simple
view to help keep track of what's happening:

1. First, we want to know if a driver has a "Yes" for Traffic School. Drag Driver ID to
Rows and Traffic School to Columns. We'll get a text table with placeholder
"Abc" text indicating the relevant values for each driver.

2. Next, we want to build a calculation that will identify if the value of Traffic School is
"Yes". The first stage of the calculation is:

Attended Traffic School = CONTAINS ([Traffic School), 'Yes')

If we bring Attended Traffic School to the Color shelf on the Marks card, we see
it accurately labels "False" for every mark in the "No" column, and "True" for every
mark in the "Yes" column.
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Filters iii Columns Traffic School
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3. However, what we really want is this information at the level of the driver, not the
infraction. An LOD expression is a natural fit when trying to compute a result at a
different level of detail than the basic structure of the data. We'll make this a FIXED
LOD expression. But, as we know, the aggregate expression portion of an
LOD must be aggregated. Previously, we've used MIN. Will that work here? We'll
modify the calculation to be:

Attended Traffic School={ FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN( CONTAINS
([Traffic School], 'Yes'))}
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Filters iii Columns Traffic School
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With that change applied in the view, we see the opposite of what we want. Any
driver that has a "No" is marked as "False" across the board. Instead, we want to
carry the "Yes" as a "True" for every record for that driver. What is MIN doing here?
It's picking the first response alphabetically, that is, "No".

. Whatif we changed it to MAX? Would that take the last response

alphabetically? We'll modify the calculation to be:

Attended Traffic School = { FIXED [Driver ID] : MAX ( CONTAINS (
[Traffic School], 'Yes') ) }
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Filters iii Columns Traffic School
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And here we have it: if a driver has "Yes" anywhere in the data, they are marked as
"True" for having attended traffic school, even on the infraction that didn't involve
traffic school.

5. If we bring Attended Traffic School to the Filter shelf and select only "False", we'll
be left with only drivers who never attended traffic school.

C. Toanswer the original question, with our filter in place we'll simply bring Average Fine to
the Textshelf on the Marks card. Because we built the aggregations into the calculation,
the aggregation on the field will be AGG and we cannot change it. This is as expected.

The results will be identical to the outcome with the unpivoted data structure.

The benefits of pivoted data

We could stick with the original data structure from the tutorial if we know we'd only need to
answer questions that are easy to answer with that structure. However, the pivoted data format is
more flexible. Even though it requires some calculations, once they're in place the resulting data
setis well suited to answer broader questions.
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Go Further Still-Calculations Only

What if you don't have access to Tableau Prep Builder? Are you out of luck entirely if you're
stuck with the original data? Not at all!

Tableau Desktop and LOD expressions can answer all of our analytical questions. If we connect
to the original Traffic Violations.xIsx, it looks very similar to the pivoted data set—just without
the crucial Infraction Number field. We'll need to mimic the outcome of the aggregation steps
via LOD expressions.

Note: You can download the workbook LOD Driver Infractions.twbx to look at the
solutions in context. Remember that there may be alternative ways to interpret the
analysis or pursue answers.

1. What was the length of time in days between the first and
second infraction for each driver?

A. To answer this in Tableau Desktop, we'll again use the DATEDIFF function. This function
requires a start date and an end date. This information is present in our data, but all in one
field. We need to pull it out into two fields. Because we want to make sure both of these
values are available to be compared for each driver, we need to fix them to the level of
Driver ID.

1. To find the first infraction date, we use the calculation:

1st Infraction={ FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN ( [Infraction Date] )
}

2. We'll do the second infraction date in stages.
a. To start, we need to look at just the dates that are larger than the first date:

IF [Infraction Date] > [lst Infraction] THEN
[Infraction Date] END

b. But this will give us every infraction after the first, and we only want the
second. So we want the smallest of these dates. Wrap the whole thing in
MIN:
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MIN( IF [Infraction] : [1lst Infraction] THEN
[Infraction Date] END )

c. We also want to recalculate the second infraction date for each driver. That's
where LOD expressions come in. We'll fix this to the level of Driver ID:

2nd Infraction = { FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN ( IF [Infraction
Date] > [1lst Infraction] THEN [Infraction Date] END ) }

3. And we can now create the DATEDIFF calculation:

Time Between Infractions = DATEDIFF ('day', [lst Infraction], [2nd

Infraction])

The results will be identical to the outcomes with the other two data structures.

2. Compare the fine amounts for the first and second infractions.
Are they correlated?

A. To answer this in Tableau Desktop, we'll use similar logic to the pivoted data version of this
question. We'll use the 1st Infraction and 2nd Infraction fields we created for question |
to identify if a given row is the first or second infraction, then pull out the fine amount
accordingly.

1. Ifall we want to do is make a scatter plot, we can skip the LOD portion and just use
an IF calculation:

1st Fine Amount=IF [1lst Infraction] = [Infraction Date] THEN
[Fine Amount] END

2nd Fine Amount=IF [2nd Infraction] = [Infraction Date] THEN
[Fine Amount] END

2. However, if we want to compare and see the difference in amount between the first
and second fines for a single driver, we'd run into issues with nulls, as in the first
data structure. It can't hurt to wrap these calculations in a FIXED LOD, so it might be
good just to do so from the start:

1st Fine Amount={ FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN ( IF [1lst
Infraction] = [Infraction Date] THEN [Fine Amount] END ) }
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2nd Fine Amount = {FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN( IF [2ndInfraction]
= [Infraction Date] THEN [Fine Amount] END ) }

The results will be identical to the outcomes with the other two data structures.

3. Which driver paid the most overall? Who paid the least?

A. To answer this in Tableau Desktop, we need to first realize something about the LOD-only
method. Both methods using Tableau Prep filter out records that are not the first or
second infraction for a driver. The LOD method in Tableau Desktop keeps all records.
This means that if we were to create a viz of SUM(Amount Paid) by Driver ID, the
Tableau Desktop-only version will show higher amounts for drivers with more than two
infractions. To get a Total Amount Paid value from the complete data that matches the
other methods, instead of using the original Fine Amount field, we instead need to sum
the first and second fines like we did with the first data structure.

B. Using the fields we created for question 2, we'll add the two fine amounts. zN is
necessary to prevent a null result for any drivers who only had one infraction. The
calculation is:

Total Amount Paid= [1st Fine Amount] + ZN([2nd Fine Amount])

The results will be identical to the outcomes with the other two data structures.

4. How many drivers had multiple infraction types?

A. To answer this question in Tableau Desktop, we can't simply bring out Driver ID and a
Count Distinct of Infraction Type. Because this data set has infractions beyond the
second, some drivers may have more than two infraction types. To match the results with
the other methods, we need to limit the scope to just the first two infractions.

B. We can to pull out the 1st and 2nd infraction types, wrap them in LOD expressions to
make them FIXED to the driver, then use an IF calculation to count the types:

1. 1stInfraction Type={ FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN ( IF [1st
Infraction] = [Infraction Date] THEN [Infraction Type] END )
}
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2. 2nd Infraction Type = { FIXED [Driver ID] MIN ( IF [2nd
Infraction] = [Infraction Date] THEN [Infraction Type] END )
}

3. Number of Infraction Types =
IF [1lst Infraction Type] = [2nd Infraction Type] THEN 1
ELSEIF [1lst Infraction Type] != [2nd Infraction Type] THEN 2
ELSE 1 END

Note: It's also possible to create many of these calculations as a single field

by nesting the initial calculations directly in the larger calculation. Here, the

combined calculation would look like this:

IF
{FIXED [Driver ID] MIN(IF
[Infraction Date] THEN

{FIXED [Driver ID] MIN (IF

[Infraction Date]

THEN 1
ELSEIF

{FIXED [Driver ID] MIN(IF
[Infraction Date] THEN

l =

{FIXED [Driver ID] MIN (IF
[Infraction Date]

THEN 2

ELSE 1
END

[Infraction Type]

THEN [Infraction Type]

[Infraction Type]

THEN [Infraction Type]

[1st Infraction]=

END) }

[2nd Infraction]=

END) }

[1st Infraction]=

END) }

[2nd Infraction]=

END) }

Which is a bit harder to make sense of, but works if preferred. (Note that line

breaks and some spaces do not impact how a calculation is interpreted by

Tableau.)

A. We can then plot Number of Infraction Types against Driver ID and sort the bar chart.

The results will be identical to the outcomes with the other two data structures.
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5. What was the average fine amount for drivers who never
attended traffic school?

A. To answer this in Tableau Desktop, we cannot simply divide the total fine amount by two,
since some drivers only had one infraction. We also can't calculate the average fine per
driver and take the average of those values, because averaging averages can lead to
inconsistencies. Instead, we need to calculate the total amount paid by drivers who never
attended traffic school, then divide by the total number of infractions associated with
those fines.

1. First, we need to determine if each driver had a second infraction. We can leverage
the fact the information in all the "2nd" fields will be null if there was no second
infraction and start building the calculation:

IFNULL ([2nd Infraction Type], 'no')

This will return an infraction type if it exists, or "no" if there was no second
infraction.

2. Next, we need to turn this information into the number of infractions, 1 or 2. If the
result of our IFNULL calculation is "no", then the driver should be marked as
having one fine. Any other result should be marked as having two fines. The
calculation is:

Number of Infractions =

IF IFNULL([2nd Infraction Type], 'no') = 'no' THEN 1
ELSE 2
END

3. Forthe Total Amount Paid, we can use the calculation from question 3. To bring it
all together, we'll take this total fine amount and divide it by our new Number of
Infractions calculated field to determine the average fine amount:

Average Fine = SUM ([Total Amount Paid]) / SUM([Number of

Infractions])

B. We also need to filter out drivers who attended traffic school. Because this data set
contains some drivers with a third or fourth infraction, we can't use the same method as
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the pivoted data structure. Instead, we'll follow the same method as the unpivoted data,
summarized here:

1. First, we need to built two calculations identifying if the first and second infractions
involved traffic school or not:

1st Traffic School={ FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN (IF [lst

Infraction] = [Infraction Date] THEN [Traffic School] END ) }
2nd Traffic School={ FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN (IF [2nd
Infraction] = [Infraction Date] THEN [Traffic School] END ) }

2. Then we'll add those values to get the overall number of traffic school attendances:

Number of Traffic School Attendances =

(CASE [1lst Traffic School] WHEN 'Yes' THEN 1 WHEN 'No' THEN O
ELSE 0 END)

+
(CASE [2nd Traffic School] WHEN 'Yes' THEN 1 WHEN 'No' THEN O
ELSE 0 END)

3. Ifwe drag Number of Traffic School Attendances to the Dimensions area of the
Data pane, the values 0-2 become discrete.

4. Now if we filter on Number of Traffic School Attendances, we can select just the
0 and know we're getting drivers who have never attended traffic school.

C. Toanswer the original question, we'll simply bring Average Fine to the Textshelf on the
Marks card. Because we built the aggregations into the calculation, the aggregation on the
field will be AGG and we cannot change it. This is as expected.

The results will be identical to the outcomes with the other two data structures.

It's important to remember that this solution has a lot of nested calculations and LOD
expressions. Depending on the size of the data set and the complexity of the data, performance
could be anissue.

Reflection on Methods

So which route should you go? That's entirely up to you and the tools at your disposal.
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¢ If you want to steer clear of LODs, there's a data-shaping solution, though calculations
might be necessary for some analysis (Analysis in Tableau Desktop on page 533).

 If you can shape the data and are comfortable with calculations—including LODs—the
middle-of-the-road option provides the best flexibility (Go Further—Pivoted Data on
page 540).

¢ If you're comfortable with LODs, there's minimal impact on performance, and/or you don't
have access to Tableau Prep, solving this with LODs alone is a viable option (Go Further
Still—Calculations Only on page 550).

At the very least, it's valuable to understand how aggregation in Tableau Prep and Level of
Detail expressions in Tableau Desktop are interrelated and impact data analysis. As with most
things in Tableau, there's more than one way to do anything. Exploring all the various options
can help bring concepts together and let you pick the best solution for you.

Calculations used:

Driver Infractions

Time Between Infractions = DATEDIFF ('day', [lst Infraction Date],
[2nd Infraction Date])

e Total Amount Paid=[1st Fine Amount] + ZN([2nd Fine Amount])

¢ Number of Infraction Types =IF [1st Infraction Type]=[2nd Infraction
Type] THEN 1 ELSEIF [lst Infraction Type]!= [2nd Infraction Type]
THEN 2 ELSE 1 END

¢ Number of Infractions = IF IFNULL([2nd Infraction Type], 'no') = 'no'
THEN 1 ELSE 2 END

¢ Average Fine= ( SUM([1st Fine Amount]) + SUM( ZN([2nd Fine
Amount]) ) ) / SUM([Number of Infractions])

* Number of Traffic School Attendances = (CASE [1lst Traffic School] WHEN
'Yes' THEN 1 WHEN 'No' THEN 0 ELSE 0 END) + (CASE [2nd Traffic
School] WHEN 'Yes' THEN 1 WHEN 'No' THEN 0 ELSE 0 END)
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Pivoted Driver Infractions

e 1stInfraction = {FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN(IF [Infraction Number] =
"lst" THEN [Infraction Date] END) }

¢ 2nd Infraction = {FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN(IF [Infraction Number] =
"2nd" THEN [Infraction Date] END)}

¢ Time Between Infractions = DATEDIFF ('day', [lst Infraction], [2nd

Infraction])

¢ 1st Fine Amount= {FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN( IF [Infraction Number] =
"lst" THEN [Fine Amount] END ) }

¢ Number of Infractions = IF IFNULL (STR([2nd Infraction]), 'no')= 'no'
THEN 1 ELSE 2 END

e Average Fine =SUM([Fine Amount])/SUM([Number of Infractions])

¢ Attended Traffic School={ FIXED [Driver ID] : MAX( CONTAINS ([Traffic
School], 'Yes'))}

LOD Diriver Infractions

¢ 1stInfraction= {FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN([Infraction Date])}

¢ 2nd Infraction={ FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN( IF [Infraction Date] >
[1st Infraction] THEN [Infraction Date] END ) }

¢ Time Between Infractions = DATEDIFF ('day', [lst Infraction], [2nd

Infraction])

¢ 1st Fine Amount= {FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN( IF [lst Infraction] =
[Infraction Date] THEN [Fine Amount] END ) }

e 2nd Fine Amount= {FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN( IF [2nd Infraction] =
[Infraction Date] THEN [Fine Amount] END ) }

¢ Total Amount Paid = [1st Fine ZAmount] + ZN([2nd Fine ZAmount])

¢ 1st Infraction Type = {FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN( IF [lst Infraction] =
[Infraction Date] THEN [Infraction Type] END ) 1}

¢ 2nd Infraction Type = {FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN( IF [2nd Infraction] =
[Infraction Date] THEN [Infraction Type] END ) }
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¢ Number of Infraction Types =IF [1st Infraction Type]l=[2nd Infraction
Type] THEN 1 ELSEIF [lst Infraction Type]!= [2nd Infraction Type]
THEN 2 ELSE 1 END

¢ Number of Infractions = IF IFNULL([2nd Infraction Type], 'no') = 'no'
THEN 1 ELSE 2 END

e Average Fine=sUM ([Total Amount Paid]) / SUM([Number of

Infractions])

¢ 1st Traffic School = {FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN (IF [lst Infraction] =
[Infraction Date] THEN [Traffic School] END ) }

¢ 2nd Traffic School = {FIXED [Driver ID] : MIN (IF [2nd Infraction] =
[Infraction Date] THEN [Traffic School] END ) }

« Number of Traffic School Attendances = (CASE [1lst Traffic School] WHEN
'Yes' THEN 1 WHEN 'No' THEN O ELSE 0 END) + (CASE [2nd Traffic
School] WHEN 'Yes' THEN 1 WHEN 'No' THEN 0 ELSE 0 END)

Note: Special Thanks to Ann Jackson's Workout Wednesday topic Do Customers Spend
More on Their First or Second Purchase? and Andy Kriebel's Tableau Prep Tip Returning
the First and Second Purchase Dates that provided the initial inspiration for this tutorial.
Clicking these links will take you away from the Tableau website. Tableau cannot take
responsibility for the accuracy or freshness of pages maintained by external providers.
Contact the owners if you have questions regarding their content.
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Troubleshoot Tableau Prep Builder

This article lists problems you might encounter when using Tableau Prep Builder and
suggestions for how to resolve them.

Running LogShark

LogShark is a free open source command line utility that you can use to extract information from
Prep log files to troubleshoot and gain insight about errors and usage. Using the LogShark
Prep. twbx plugin, you can generate workbooks with an error and flow dashboard to help you
analyze and visualize Prep issues.

To find the Prep log files, navigate to the My Tableau Prep Repository folder. The location is

/Users/<username>/Documents/My Tableau Prep Repository.

For information about installing and running LogShark, see Get your Computer Set Up for
LogShark.

Common errors when using the command line
to run flows

You can run flows from the command line to refresh your output files programmatically instead of
opening Tableau Prep Builder to run each flow manually. While this process helps build efficiency
in your flow process, if your syntax is incorrect, or you are missing credentials for your
connections or output locations, you will receive errors when running this process.

The following table describes common errors and how to resolve them. For information about
how to run flows from the command line, see Refresh flow output files from the command
line on page 444.

Error Cause How to fix it

"Missing arguments" One of the Use “tableau-
required com- prep-cli -help” to
mand line argu- see a list of the

ments is missing. | arguments for the
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"Unable to read the connections file."

"There are errors in the flow. Unable to run the flow.

Check that the credentials .json file includes all
required credentials. Open the flow in Tableau Prep
Builder to view error details."

"Could not find match for <hostname of inputCon-
nections >"

560

There are errors
in the syntax or
format in the cre-
dentials.json file
for the input con-
nections.

There are missing
credentials in the
credentials.json
file for the input
connections or
the flow has
errors.

The cre-
dentials.json file
is missing an
entry for the host-
name (server
name).

Tableau Prep Help

command line.

Check the syntax
for the input con-
nections in the
Jjson file. For
more information
and examples,
see Refresh flow
output files from
the command
line on page 444.

Check that the
json file has the
credentials for all
connections, and
open the flow file
in Tableau Prep
Builder to see if
there are any
errors in the flow.

If the flow has
errors, you must
fix them and
republish the flow
to Tableau
Server, then try
running the
process again.

Make sure the
credentials.json
file includes the
correct
credentials for the
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"We don't have credentials of all connections in tfl/t-
flx file. The following connection(s) were not found:
<hostname of inputConnections>"

"Error signing in server <serverUrl> as a user <user-
Name>. Please check the credentials."

Tableau Software

The cre-
dentials.json file
is missing or has
incorrect cre-
dentials for the
hostname (server
name) shown in
the error mes-
sage.

The cre-
dentials.json file
has the incorrect
credentials for
Tableau Server.

hostname (server
name).

For more
information and
examples, see
Refresh flow
output files from
the command
line on page 444

Make sure
credentials.json
file includes the
correct
credentials for the
hostname (server
name) listed in
the error
message.

For more
information and
examples, see
Refresh flow
output files from
the command
line on page 444.

Make sure the
credentials.json
file includes all
the correct
credentials and
elements for the
output
connection.
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"Could not sign in successfully as <userName> to
server <serverUr|>(<contentUrl|>)"

"We don't have credentials for Tableau Server to
publish extract for one or more output nodes in tfl/tflx
file."
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The cre-
dentials.json file
has the incorrect
credentials for
Tableau Server.

The cre-
dentials.json file
was not passed in
as a command
line argument or it
is missing the cre-
dentials for the
output con-
nection.
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For more
information and
examples, see
Refresh flow
output files from
the command
line on page 444

Make sure the
credentials.json
file includes all
the correct
credentials and
elements for the
output
connection.

For more
information and
examples, see
Refresh flow
output files from
the command
line on page 444

Make sure the the
path to the
credentials.json
file is included in
the command line
and verify that the
credentials.json
file includes all
the correct
credentials and
elements for the
output
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"Loom rest api server not started"

"Error. Flow file does not exist."

"Error. Connections file does not exist."

Tableau Software

The installation or
environment
setup is incorrect.

The path to the
flow file is incor-
rect.

The path to the
credentials.json
file is incorrect.

connection.

For more
information and
examples, see
Refresh flow
output files from
the command
line on page 444

Make sure that
Tableau Prep
Builderis
installed correctly
and that you are
running the
command as an
Administrator.

For information
about how to
install Tableau
Prep Builder, see
Install Tableau
Desktop or
Tableau Prep
Builder from the
User Interface.

Make sure that
the correct path to
the flow file is
included in the
command line.

Make sure that
the correct path to
the cre-
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"Could not find match for
<mapr01:5181>,<mapr02:5181>,<mapr03:5181>"

You must specify
a specific Port ID
when connecting
to Apache Dirill

using ZooKeeper
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dentials.json file
is included in the
command line.

Include a cre-
dentials.json file
in the command
line that specifies
"port": 31010 for

the input cre-
dentials.

Error: "These features were found that prevent
this version of the application from using this
file"

If you open a flow that was created in version 2018.2.1 or later in an earlier version of Tableau
Prep Builder, you may see the following error:

Errar .

u
&
oo o
&

0

o]

Flows that include features that are not supported in earlier releases will result in this
incompatibility error. To resolve the error, open the flow in the later version, and save a copy of
the flow without the indicated features. In the above example, remove the null filter from the field
where itis applied.

Then open the copy that has the feature removed in the earlier version of Tableau Prep Builder.
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Error: "You are using Server version: null..."
when signing in to an SSL-enabled Tableau
Server using Tableau Prep

When you sign in to an SSL-enabled Tableau Server from Tableau Prep Builder, you must have a
root certificate installed on the computer where Tableau Prep Builder is installed. If the certificate
is not installed, you might see the following error:

You are using Server version: null but the minimum compatible version is: 10.0.
Please upgrade to a compatible version

If you see this error, work with your IT department or system administrator to install the required
root certificate on the computer where Tableau Prep Builder is installed. For more information,
see System requirements in the Tableau Desktop and Tableau Prep Builder Deployment Guide.

Maintain Licenses for Tableau Desktop and
Tableau Prep

Tableau Desktop and Tableau Prep Builder can be licensed under a term license model. When
you purchase a new Tableau Server or a new Tableau Cloud subscription however, product keys
are no longer issued for Tableau Desktop or Tableau Prep Builder. Instead, you use login-based
license management to activate and sign in to Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud. For more
information, see Activate Tableau using Login-based License Management.

Term licenses must be renewed and the product key refreshed to continue providing
uninterrupted service. You can continuously renew the term license as each specified period
expires. If you don't renew your term license and the term expires, Tableau will stop working and
you will no longer have access to the software. For more information about renewing your
license, see How to Renew your Tableau Licenses.

Note: Trial licenses for Tableau Desktop or Tableau Prep expire after a set period of time,

usually 14 days. After the trial period expires, you'll need to purchase a license to continue
using the product.
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View data about your license

After you install Tableau Desktop or Tableau Prep open the application and then navigate to
Help > Manage Product Keys from the top menu to see information about the type of license
you have and when it expires.

You can also activate or deactivate a product key or refresh a maintenance product key from this
dialog if you are not using the Virtual Desktop (ATR) option.

Note: Tableau offers term licenses that provide a range of capabilities. The type of license
that you have is displayed in the Product field. For more information about the different
type of user-based licenses that are available, see User-based licenses in the Tableau
Server help.

Existing Tableau Desktop users may have a perpetual (permanent) license. Perpetual
licenses don't expire and their License Expires field in the Manage Product Keys
dialog box displays "Permanent". However, to get access to product updates and
technical support you must purchase Support and Maintenance services. These services
must be renewed to continue receiving the service. Perpetual (permanent) licenses are
no longer available for Tableau Desktop.

Mansge Froduwst Kyt x
Product Key Produwct License Expirgs Mainzenance Expires |
TC:MY-PRODUCT-REY Tk bos Criv o HiEMR SN

o =

Use the following buttons to take action on your product key:

¢ Refresh (Non-login-based license management and non-Virtual Desktop only): Click the
Refresh button to refresh a maintenance license that is expiring, then close and restart
Tableau Desktop. If the Maintenance Expires date doesn't update, check with your
license administrator as the key or maintenance agreement may have changed.

A product key whose License Expires value is listed as "Permanent,” as shown in the
Manage Product Keys dialog box above, is a legacy product key. You can refresh a
Permanent product key at any time as long as the maintenance end date listed in the

566 Tableau Software


https://help.tableau.com/current/server/en-us/license_server_overview.htm#user-based

Tableau Prep Help

Tableau Customer Portal is higher than the date reflected in the Desktop Manage Product
Keys dialog box.

If the product key has reached its expiration date (non-permanent product keys), you
cannot refresh the product key. Visit the Tableau Customer Portal to obtain an updated
subscription product key and perform a new activation. If the product key has not reached
its expiration date, you can refresh the product key. When you refresh a product key that
has not yet expired, only the "License Expires" value will change and not the product key.
The product key will change when it reaches its expiration date.

To refresh a maintenance key from the command line see Refresh the product key in the
Tableau Desktop and Tableau Prep Deployment guide.

Note: You cannot refresh the product key if Tableau Desktop is offline. If you are
activating Tableau Desktop in offline mode, you must obtain and activate a new key
from the Tableau Customer Portal.

« Deactivate (Non-login-based license management and non-Virtual Desktop only): Select
a product key in the list then click Deactivate to deactivate the product key. Deactivate a
product key if you need to move the product key to another computer or when you no
longer need the product key on this computer.

For more information about deactivating a product key, see Move or Deactivate Product
Keys in the Tableau Desktop and Tableau Prep Deployment guide.

¢ Activate: After Tableau Desktop or Tableau Prep is installed, click Activate to open the
activation dialog and enter your product key. If you get an error and can't activate Tableau
Desktop or Tableau Prep using your product key, contact Tableau Support.

For more information about activating a product key, see Activate and Register your
Product in the Tableau Desktop and Tableau Prep Deployment guide.

Automatically refresh product keys using zero downtime licens-
ing

Beginning in Tableau version 2021.1, internet-connected Tableau Desktop and Tableau Prep
Builder users may not have to manually refresh product keys. Term licenses are automatically

refreshed without requiring any action starting 14 days before subscription expiration if the user is
signed onto Tableau Desktop or Tableau Prep Builder. Permanent product keys are not
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automatically refreshed and must be refreshed manually using the Manage Product Keys
menu option.

Tableau Desktop and Tableau Prep Builder will attempt to silently refresh an active product key
and will warn users 14 days before their license is set to expire if the silent refresh was
unsuccessful. Tableau will attempt to refresh a product key three times (at 14 days, 2 days, and
1 day before license expiration) to reflect license end date extensions as a result of your
subscription renewal. The product key is not refreshed unless a Tableau Desktop user signs
onto Tableau Desktop during those times. For users who do not sign onto Tableau Desktop
every day, you must refresh their product keys using the Manage Product Keys menu option.

Track Tableau Desktop license usage and expiration data

If you want to track and view license usage and expiration data for Tableau Desktop in Tableau
Server you must configure Tableau Desktop to send license data to Tableau Server on a set
interval, and then enable reporting on Tableau Server.

This enables server administrators to access two reports:

* Desktop License Usage: This report lets server administrators see usage data for
Tableau Desktop licenses in your organization.

* Desktop License Expiration: This report gives server administrators information about
which Tableau Desktop licenses in your organization have expired or need maintenance
renewal.

If Tableau Desktop and Tableau Server are configured for license reporting, when signed in to
Tableau Server as an Administrator, you will see these two reports listed on the Server Status
page in the Analysis section.
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Tableau Deskiop License Usage Summary of usage for Tableau Deskiop licenses.

Tabieau Deskiop License Expirati irat for Tableau Dy p B

If you don't see these reports listed, then Tableau Desktop and Tableau Server may not be
configured for Tableau Desktop usage reporting.

For information about how to configure Tableau Desktop and Tableau Server for usage reporting,
see Manage Tableau Desktop License Usage in the Tableau Desktop and Tableau Prep
Deployment guide.

Additional resources
For more information about managing your license refer to the following topics:

» To find your product key and activate Tableau Desktop or Tableau Prep Builder, see
Where's my product key.

¢ Todeactivate a product key or move it to another computer, see Move or Deactivate
Tableau Desktop.

e To learn more about product keys for non-persistent virtual desktops or for computers that
are regularly re-imaged, see Configure Virtual Desktop Support.

¢ Tolearn more about product key management for Tableau Server or Tableau Cloud, see
Licensing Overview (Linux | Windows)
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¢ Tolearn more about the license renewal process or to renew a license, see How to
Renew your Tableau Licenses.
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Tableau Prep Functions Reference

Tableau Prep calculation functions allow you to use calculated fields to create new data using
data that already exists in your data source.

Number functions

Syntax Description

ABS (number) Returns the absolute value of the given number.
Examples:
ABS (=7) =17

ABS ( [Budget Variance])
Returns the absolute value for all the numbers
contained in the Budget Variance field.

ACOS (number) Returns the arc cosine of the given number. The
result is in radians.

Example:
ACOS(-1) = 3.14159265358979
ASIN (number) Returns the arc sine of a given number. The res-

ultis in radians.

Example:
ASIN (1) = 1.5707963267949
ATAN (number) Returns the arc tangent of a given number. The

result is in radians.

Example:
ATAN (180) = 1.5652408283942
ATAN2 (y number, x number) Returns the arc tangent of two given numbers (x

and y). The result is in radians.
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CEILING (number)

COS (number)

COT (angle)

DIV (integerl,

EXP (number)

FLOOR (number)

572

integer?)
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Example:

ATAN2 (2, 1) = 1.10714871779409

Rounds a number to the nearest integer of equal
or greater value.

Example:

CEILING(3.1415) = 4

Returns the cosine of an angle. Specify the
angle in radians.

Example:

COS(PI( ) /4) = 0.707106781186548

Returns the cotangent of an angle. Specify the
angle in radians.

Example:

COT(PI( ) /4) =1

Returns the integer part of a division operation,
inwhich integerl isdivided by integer2.
Example:

DIV(11,2) = 5

Returns e raised to the power of the given num-
ber.

Examples:

EXP(2) = 7.389 EXP(-[Growth Rate]*
[Time])

Rounds a number to the nearest integer of equal
or lesser value.

Example:

FLOOR(3.1415) = 3
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HEXBINX (number, number)

HEXBINY (number, number)

LN (number)

LOG (number [, base])

MAX (number, number)

Tableau Software

Maps an x, y coordinate to the x-coordinate of
the nearest hexagonal bin. The bins have side
length 1, so the inputs may need to be scaled

appropriately.
Example:
HEXBINX ( [Longitude], [Latitudel])

Maps an x, y coordinate to the y-coordinate of
the nearest hexagonal bin. The bins have side
length 1, so the inputs may need to be scaled

appropriately.
Example:
HEXBINY ( [Longitude], [Latitudel])

Returns the natural logarithm of a number.

Returns Null if number is less than or equal to 0.

Example:

LN(EXP(5)) =5

Returns the logarithm of a number for the given
base. If the base value is omitted, base 10 is
used.

Example:

LOG (256, 2) = 8

Returns the maximum of the two arguments,
which must be of the same type. Returns Null if
either argument is Null. MAX can also be
applied to a single field in an aggregate cal-
culation.

Examples:

MAX (4, 7)
MAX (Sales, Profit)
MAX ([First Name], [Last Name])
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MIN (number, number)

PI( )

POWER (number, power)

RADIANS (number)

ROUND (number, [decimals])

574
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Returns the minimum of the two arguments,
which must be of the same type. Returns Null if
either argument is Null. MIN can also be
applied to a single field in an aggregate cal-
culation.

Examples:
MIN (4,7)
MIN (Sales, Profit)

MIN ([First Name], [Last Name])

Returns the numeric constant pi: 3.14159.
Example:

PI() = 3.14159265358979

Raises the number to the specified power.
Examples:

POWER (5,2) = 52 = 25 POWER

(Temperature, 2)

You can also use the » symbol:

572 = POWER (5,2) = 25

Converts the given number from degrees to radi-
ans.

Example:

RADIANS (180) = 3.14159

Rounds numbers to a specified number of digits.
The decimals argument specifies how many
decimal points of precision to include in the final
result. If decimals is omitted, number is rounded
to the nearest integer.

Example:
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This example rounds every Sales value to an
integer:

ROUND (Sales)

SIGN (number) Returns the sign of a number: The possible
return values are -1 if the number is negative, O if
the number is zero, or 1 if the number is positive.

Example:

If the average of the profit field is negative, then

SIGN (AVG (Profit)) = -1

SIN (number) Returns the sine of an angle. Specify the angle
in radians.
Examples:

SIN(O) = 1.0

SIN(PI( )/4) = 0.707106781186548

SQORT (number) Returns the square root of a number.
Example:

SQRT (25) = 5

SQUARE (number) Returns the square of a number.
Example:
SQUARE (5) = 25

TAN (number) Returns the tangent of an angle. Specify the
angle in radians.

Example:
TAN(PI ( )/4) = 1.0
ZN (expression) Returns the expression if it is not null, otherwise

returns zero. Use this function to use zero
values instead of null values.
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String functions

Syntax

ASCITI (string)

CHAR (number)

CONTAINS (string, substring)

ENDSWITH (string, substring)

FIND (string, substring,
[start])
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Example:

ZN ([Profit]) = [Profit]

Description

Returns the ASCII code for the first character of
string.

Example:

ASCII('A') = 65

Returns the character encoded by the ASCII
code number.

Example:

CHAR(65) = 'A'

Returns true if the given string contains the spe-
cified substring.

Example:

CONTAINS (“Calculation”, “alcu”) =

true

Returns true if the given string ends with the
specified substring. Trailing white spaces
are ignored.

Example:

ENDSWITH (“Tableau”, “leau”) = true
Returns the index position of substring in
string, or 0 if the substring isn't found. If the
optional argument start is added, the function

ignores any instances of substring that
appear before the index position start. The first
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FINDNTH (string, substring,

occurrence)

ISDATE (string)

LEFT (string, number)

LEN (string)

LOWER (string)

LTRIM (string)

Tableau Software

character in the string is position 1.
Examples:

FIND ("Calculation", "alcu") = 2
Returns the position of the nth occurrence of

substring within the specified string, where n is
defined by the occurrence argument.

Example:

FINDNTH ("Calculation™"™, "a", 2) =7

Returns true if a given string is a valid date.
Example:

ISDATE ("2004-04-15") = True

Returns the left-most number of characters in
the string.

Example:

LEFT ("Matador"™, 4) = "Mata"

Returns the length of the string.
Example:

LEN ("Matador") = 7

Returns string, with all characters lowercase.
Example:

LOWER ("ProductVersion") =
"productversion"

Returns the string with any leading spaces
removed.

Example:

Example: LTRIM(" Sales") = "Sales"
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(MID(string, start, [length]) Returns the string starting at index position
start. The first character in the string is position
1. If the optional argument length is added, the
returned string includes only that number of
characters.

Examples:

MID ("Calculation", 2) =

"alculation"
MID("Calculation™"™, 2, 5) ="alcul"
PROPER (string) Converts a text string so the first letter of each

word is capitalized and the remaining letters
are in lowercase. Spaces and non-alpha-
numeric characters such as punctuation also
act as separators.

Example:
PROPER ("PRODUCT name") = "Product

Name"

REGEXP EXTRACT (string, pattern) | Returns a substring of the given string that
matches the capturing group within the regular
expression pattern. The regular expression pat-
tern requires exactly one capturing group

Example:
REGEXP EXTRACT ('abc 123', '[a-

z]+\\s+ (\\d+) ") = '123"

REGEXP_EXTRACT NTH(string, pat- | Returns a substring of the given string using the

tern, index) regular expression pattern. The substring is
matched to the nth capturing group, where n is
the given index.

Example:

REGEXP EXTRACT NTH('abc 123',
([a-z]+)\\s+(\\d+) ', 2) = '"123"
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REGEXP MATCH (string, pattern)

REGEXP REPLACE (string, pattern,

replacement)

REPLACE (string, substring,
replacement)
RIGHT (string, number)

RTRIM (string)

SPACE (number)

Tableau Software

Returns true if a substring of the provided string
matches the regular expression pattern.

Example:

REGEXP_MATCH('—([1234].[
The.Market 1)-", "\\[\\s* (\\w*\\.)
(\M\w*\\s*\\]) ") = true

Returns a copy of the given string where the
matching pattern is substituted with the replace-
ment string.

Example:

REGEXP_REPLACE('abC 123",
'abc--123"

'\\S',

1_1) —

Searches string for substring and replaces it
with replacement. If substring is not found, the
string is not changed.

Example:

REPLACE ("Calculation",
"ed") = "Calculated"

"ion",

Returns the right-most number of characters in
string.

Example:

= "tion"

RIGHT ("Calculation", 4)

Returns string with any trailing spaces
removed.
Example:

Example: RTRIM ("Market ") =

"Market"

Returns a string that is composed of the spe-
cified number of repeated spaces.
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SPLIT (string, delimiter, token
number)
STARTSWITH (string, substring)

TRIM (string)

UPPER (string)

Aggregate functions

Syntax

AVG (expression)
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Example:

SPACE (1) =" "

Returns a substring from a string, as
determined by a delimiter extracting the

characters from the beginning or end of the
string.

Example:

SPLIT ('a-b-c-d', '-', 2) = 'b'
Returns true if string starts with substring.
Leading white spaces are ignored.

Example:

STARTSWITH (“Joker”,

“Jo”) = true

Returns the string with leading and trailing
spaces removed.

Example:

TRIM(" Calculation ") =
"Calculation"

Returns string, with all characters uppercase.
Example:

UPPER ("Calculation") =
"CALCULATION"

Description

Returns the average of all the values in the
expression. AVG can be used with numeric
fields only. Null values are ignored

Example;
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COUNT (expression)

COUNTD (expression)

MEDIAN (expression)

PERCENTILE (expression, number)

STDEV (expression)

STDEVP (expression)

Tableau Software

AVG ([Profit])

Returns the number of items in a group. Null val-
ues are not counted.

Example:

COUNT ( [Customer ID])

Returns the number of distinct items in a group.

NULL values are not counted. Each unique
value is counted only once.

Example:
COUNTD ( [Region])
Returns the median of a single expression.

MEDIAN can be used with numeric fields only.
Null values are ignored.

Example:

MEDIAN ( [Profit])

Aggregate calculation that returns the per-
centile value from the given expression cor-
responding to the specified number. Valid
values for the number are 0 through 1.

PERCENTILE([expression], 0.50) will always
return the median value in the expression.

Example:

PERCENTILE ([Sales], 0.90)

Returns the sample standard deviation of the
expression.

Example:

STDEV ([Profit])

Returns the population standard deviation of
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the expression.
Example:
STDEVP ([Profit])
SUM (expression) Returns the sum of all values in the expression.

SUM can be used with numeric fields only. Null
values are ignored.

Example:
SUM([Profit])
VAR (expression) Returns the statistical variance of all values in

the given expression based on a sample of the
population.

Example:
VAR ( [Height])

VARP (expression) Returns the statistical variance of all values in
the given expression on the entire population.
Example:
VARP ([Test Score])

ZN (expression) Returns the expression if it is not null, otherwise

returns zero. Use this function to use zero
values instead of null values.

Example:
ZN ([Profit]) = [Profit]
Type conversion functions
Syntax Description
DATE Returns a date given a number, string, or date
expression.
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Example:

DATE ("2006-06-15 14:52") = 2006-
06-15

Note that the quotation marks are required.

DATETIME (expression) Returns a datetime given a number, string, or
date expression.

Example:

DATETIME ("April 15, 2004
07:59:00™)

Note that the quotation marks are required.
FLOAT (expression) Returns a float given an expression of any type.

This function requires unformatted numbers
which means exclude commas and other sym-

bols.
Example:
FLOAT ("3™)= 3.000
INT (expression) Returns an integer given an expression. This

function truncates results to the closest integer
toward zero.

Example:
INT(8.0/3.0) = 2 or INT(-9.7) = -9
MAKEDATE (year, month, day) Returns a date value constructed from a year, a

month and a day of the month.
Example:

MAKEDATE (2014, 3, 18)

MAKEDATETIME (date, time) Returns a date and time value given a date
expression and a time expression.

Example:
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MAKETIME (hour, minute, second)

STR (expression)

Date functions

Syntax

DATEADD (date part, interval,

date)

DATEDIFF (date part, start date,

end date,

584

[start of week])
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MAKEDATETIME (#2012-11-12#,
#07:59:004%)

Returns a time value constructed from hours,
minutes and seconds.
Example:

MAKETIME (14, 52, 40)

Returns a string given an expression.
Example:
STR([Age])

Returns all of the values of the Age measure as
strings.

Description

Adds an increment to the specified date and
returns the new date. The increment is defined
by the interval and the date_part.

Example:

DATEADD ('month', 3, #2004-04-15#)
= 2004-07-15 12:00:00 AM

Returns the difference between two dates
where start_date is subtracted from end_date.
The difference is expressed in units of date
part. If start_of week is omitted, the week start
day is determined by the start day configured
for the data source.

Example:

DATEDIFF ('month', #2004-07-15%,
#2004-04-03#, 'sunday') = -3
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DATENAME (date part, date,

[start of week])

DATEPARSE (format, string)

DATEPARTT (date part, date,

[start of week])

DATETRUNC (date part, date,

[start of week])

Tableau Software

Returns a part of the given date as a string,
where the part is defined by date_part. If start_
of _week is omitted, the week start day is
determined by the start day configured for the
data source.

Example:

DATENAME ('month', #2004-04-15#) =
"April"

Converts a string to a date in the specified
format.

Example:

DATEPARSE ("dd.MMMM.yyyy",
"15.April.2004") = 2004-04-15
12:00:00 AM

Returns a part of the given date as an integer
where the part is defined by date_part. If start_
of _week is omitted, the week start day is
determined by the start day configured for the
data source.

Example:
DATEPART ('month', #2004-04-15#) =

4

Truncates the specified date to the accuracy
specified by the date_part and returns the new
date. If start_of week is omitted, the week start
day is determined by the start day configured
for the data source.

Example:

DATETRUNC ('quarter', #2004-08-15#)
= 2004-07-01 12:00:00 AM
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DAY (date)

ISDATE (string)

MONTH (date)

NOW ()

TODAY ()

YEAR (date)

Logical functions

Syntax

IFNULL (exprl, expr2)
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Returns the day of the given date as an integer.
Example:

DAY (#2004-04-12#) = 12

Returns true if a given string is a valid date.
Example:

ISDATE ("2004-04-15") = True
Returns the month of a given date as an
integer.

Example:

MONTH (#2004-04-124%) = 4

Returns the current date and time.
Example:

NOW () = 2004-05-12 1:08:21 PM

Returns the current date.
Example:

TODAY () = 2004-05-12

Returns the year of a given date as an integer.
Example:

YEAR (#2004-04-12#) = 2004

Description

Returns <expr1>ifitis not null, otherwise
returns <expr2>.

Example:

IFNULL ([Profit], O0)
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IIF(test, then, else,

[unknown])

ISDATE (string)

ISNULL (expression)

ZN (expression)

Analytic functions

Syntax

LAST VALUE (expression, [return

last non-null value])

Tableau Software

Checks whether a condition is met, and returns
one value if TRUE, another value if FALSE, and
an optional third value or NULL if unknown.

Example:

IIF([Profit] > 0, 'Profit',

'Loss')
Returns true if a given string is a valid date.
Example:

ISDATE ("2004-04-15") = True

Returns true if the expression does not contain
valid data (Nu11).

Example:

ISNULL ([Profit])

Returns the expression if it is not null, otherwise
returns zero. Use this function to use zero
values instead of null values.

Example:

ZN ([Profit]) = [Profit]

Description

Returns the last value of the given expression,
from the first row in the partition to the current
row. Accepts an optional second boolean para-
meter to return the last non-null value.

Example:

{ ORDERBY [Row ID] ASC: LAST VALUE

([Category], true) } = returns the
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LOOKUP (expression,

NTILE (number)

RANK ()

RANK_DENSE ()
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[offset])
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last non-null value of [Category]

Returns the value of the given expressionin a
target row, specified as a relative offset from the
current row. Returns NULL if the target row
cannot be determined.

The [of £set] parameter of the LOOKUP
function can only take a literal integer such as 1.

Example:

{ORDERBY [DATE] ASC : LOOKUP
([SALES], -1)}

Returns the SALES value from the previous row.

Distributes rows in a selected partition into a spe-
cified number of groups or tiles. With this func-
tion the set of values (6,9,9,14) distributed to 3
tiles would be assigned to the tiles (1,2,2,3) in
ascending order.

Example:
{PARTITION [Customer]: {ORDERBY

[Sales] ASC: NTILE(3) }}

Returns the standard competition rank for the
current row in the partition. Identical values are
assigned an identical rank.

Example:
{PARTITION [Customer]: {ORDERBY

[Sales] ASC: RANK() }}

Returns the dense rank for the current row in the
partition. Identical values are assigned an
identical rank, but no gaps are inserted into the
number sequence.

Example:
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RANK MODIFIED ()

RANK PERCENTILE ()

ROW NUMBER ()

RUNNING AVG (expression)

RUNNING SUM (expression)

Tableau Software

{PARTITION [Customer]: {ORDERBY
[Sales] ASC: RANK DENSE () }}

Returns the modified competition rank for the
current row in the partition. Identical values are
assigned an identical rank.

Example:

{PARTITION [Customer]: {ORDERBY
[Sales] ASC: RANK MODIFIED() }}
Returns the percentile rank for the current row in
the partition.

Example:

{PARTITION [Customer]: {ORDERBY
[Sales] ASC: RANK PERCENTILE() }}
Returns a unique sequential row ID to each row.
Example:

{PARTITION [Customer]: {ORDERBY

[Sales] ASC: ROW NUMBER() }}

Returns the running average of the given expres-
sion, from the first row in the partition to the cur-

rent row.

Example:

{ PARTITION [Category] : { ORDERBY
[Row ID] ASC : RUNNING AVG([Sales])
} } = running average of Sales, per
Category.

Returns the running sum of the given expres-
sion, from the first row in the partition to the cur-
rent row.

Example:
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Keywords

Function

AND

ASC

CASE

DESC

ELSE
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{ ORDERBY [Row ID] ASC : RUNNING
SUM([Sales]) } = running sum of all

Sales

Description

Performs a logical conjunction on two expres-

sions
Example:

IF (ATTR([Market]) = "New
Business" AND SUM([Sales]) >
[Emerging Threshold] )THEN "Well

Performing"

Defines the ascending order for ORDERBY
operations.

Example

{ORDERBY [Sales] ASC:RANK() }

Finds the first <value> that matches <expr>
and returns the corresponding <return>.
Example:

CASE [RomanNumeral] WHEN " |" THEN
1 WHEN "II" THEN 2 ELSE 3 END

Defines the descending order for ORDERBY
operations.

Example:

{ORDERBY [Sales] DESC:RANK () }

Test a series of expressions returning the
<then> value for the first true<expr>.
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ELSEIF

END

{ FIXED }

IF

Tableau Software

Example:

IF [Profit] > 0 THEN 'Profitable'
ELSE 'Loss' END

Test a series of expressions returning the
<then> value for the first true<expr>. Equi-
valent to putting an i f statementinside an
ELSE operation.

Example:

IF [Profit] > 0 THEN 'Profitable'
ELSEIF [Profit] = 0 THEN
'Breakeven' ELSE 'Loss' END

Terminates a operation introduced by the cor-
responding directive.

Example:

IF [Profit] > 0 THEN 'Profitable'
ELSEIF [Profit] = 0 THEN
'Breakeven' ELSE 'Loss' END

FIXED level of detail expressions compute val-
ues using the specified dimensions without ref-
erence to the view level of detail.

Example:
{FIXED[Customer ID]:MIN([Order

Date]) }

Create conditional statement (I F statement),
and allows you to execute only if a condition is
True.

Example:

IF [Profit] > 0 THEN 'Profitable'
ELSEIF [Profit] = 0 THEN
'Breakeven' ELSE 'Loss' END
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NOT

OR

{ ORDERBY }

{ PARTITION }

THEN

WHEN
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Performs a logical negation on an expression.
Example:

IF NOT [Profit] > 0 THEN
"Unprofitable" END

Performs a logical disjunction on an expres-
sion.

Example:

IF [Profit] < 0 OR [Profit] = 0

THEN "Needs Improvement" END

Defines the order to apply analytic functions.
Use the optional asc | desc argument to specify
ascending or descending order for each field.

Example:

{ORDERBY [Customer Name] ASC,
[Sales] DESC: RANK() }

Defines the group to analytic functions.
ORDERBY must be inside the partition.
Example:

{PARTITION [Customer]: {ORDERBY
[Sales]: RANK() }}

Test a series of expressions returning the
<then> value for the first true<expr>.
Example:

IF [Profit] > O THEN 'Profitable'
ELSEIF [Profit] = 0 THEN 'Break
even' ELSE 'unprofitable' END

Finds the first <value> that matches <expr>
and returns the corresponding <return>.

Example:
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CASE [RomanNumberal] WHEN 'I' THEN
1 WHEN 'II' THEN 2 ELSE 3 END
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